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MARITIME WATCH

National Institute of Maritime Affairs (NIMA) is functioning 
under Bahria University as National Think Tank on Maritime 
Affairs as national body, based at Islamabad. National Centre 
for Maritime Policy Research (NCMPR) Karachi which was 
established in 2007 under the direction of Government of 
Pakistan has been placed as a constituent unit of NIMA. The 
establishment of NIMA was conceived in order to meet the 
objectives of National Maritime Policy.

The signi�icance of maritime domain in the economic 
development of the country and the potential of our maritime 
sector are not well understood in Pakistan. NIMA engages 
eminent and renowned researchers to extract concrete policy 
recommendations. It endeavors continuously to create 
awareness through seminars, conferences, workshops, 
writing research papers and other maritime related activities 
challenges of 21st century for Pakistan.

NIMA is working as a national think tank acting as a repository 
of maritime information with major focus on; applied research 
for comprehensive solutions to Pakistan’s maritime issues, 
taking maritime education initiatives, conserving the history 
and culture, advocating best maritime practices, raising 
awareness & capacity building, and publishing research of 
highest international standards.
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Disclaimer
NIMA maintains every effort towards accuracy of facts and �igures. The Publisher is not liable for any errors or omissions. 
Relevant references/sources have been mentioned.

© All information compiled and printed is copyright material. No part of Maritime Watch may be reprinted, reproduced or 
otherwise without permission of the publisher  
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 It is said if you do not like recessions you cannot be in the shipping business. In other words, crises are normal occur-
rences in shipping.  Shipping and shipbuilding are cyclic in nature and the proverb – what goes up must come down – is 
most applicable to these two industries. Every time the shipping experiences a trough in the market it puts a direct 
impact on the shipbuilding industry as well. The cycle repeats itself generally after every 7 to 8 years. It happened in the 
1970s, 80s, 90 and lately during 2008/09.  If we analyze the situational impacts of these recessions we can draw some 
useful tips and lesson for going into the business of shipping and shipbuilding industry.  Both these industries have 
proved to be the growth engines for the rising markets of the East after their focus shifted from west to east during the 
latter half of the last century. 

Some of the Eastern nations like Japan, Korea, Singapore and China made huge investments in the capital intensive 
shipbuilding industry which paid off to them in a huge way later to boost their economies. Following the late 1970s 
trend, the economic crises and its impact on the shipping markets led to a signi�icant fall in yard deliveries after their 
peak in 2010/11. Since then the shipyard output is still in decline. Though the surge in orders during 2013 helped 
support delivery volumes, about 18% fall in shipyard output was observed in 2018/19. The economic bene�its of the 
shipbuilding industry are tremendous however a careful appraisal of the shipping market determines the appropriate 
time for investing in this highly pro�itable industry. In Pakistan as well, the development of shipbuilding or at least ship 
repair facility, owing to the bene�its attached, has been long-awaited. While it is likely to add impetus to the economic 
and industrial growth of the country, a careful study of the business and market dynamics along with the technical 
aspects should help the policymakers to make appropriate decisions about the framework as well the roadmap of such 
development.

Academically the shipping cycle is an economic concept that explains how shipping companies and freight charges 
respond to supply and demand. It examines how and why ships build up in sea trading ports. The cycle also seeks to 
explain what affects the selling price of ship �leets and what types of ships sell during slow business periods. The four 
stages of the shipping cycle, all based on customer demand, are trough, recovery, peak and collapse. The concept is 
understood as the interaction between supply and demand in the maritime transport sector. Supply will lag behind 
when facing extremely dynamic external demand. In this situation, the industry looks for expanding shipping �leets. 
When there is low cumulative demand, shipbuilding slows and more number of vessels become available for scrap. 
Likewise, when cumulative demand increases, the shipbuilding activity gets faster, ultimately causing an oversupply 
which then pushes rates back down. In other words, the cycle operates due to a lack of synchronization in ship produc-
tion and exogenous demand. 

Fluctuations in the shipping cycle are closely linked to those of the business cycle, where decreases or shrinkage in 
aggregate demand will mean lower demand for transport services, forcing shipping companies to build fewer ships and 
scrap some of those that are not in use. This situation generates a good opportunity for the ship recycling industry. 
Pakistan has been traditionally a big name in this industry; our investors should closely watch shipping cycle trends in 
order to tap the opportunity in order to revitalize to this industry for the good of employment and economic develop-
ment. 

Towards the end of 2019, the markets of Oil Tankers, LPG Carriers, Containerships as well as the Bulk Carriers was 
getting stronger until the COVID 19 epidemic was spread initially in China and subsequently worldwide. The market 
eventually slowed down due to US-China economic war and slowdown of the international trade. However quite inter-
estingly the COVID 19 situation has not really affected the freight market to lower. The international investors taking 
advantage of the situation have purchased or held back their ships to be employed for even higher rates due to less avail-
ability factor. Some investors even have purchased oil tankers to be utilized as storages to capitalize on low oil prices and 
are expecting to make big pro�its in due course. This has given a rather unexpected boost to the Tanker market which 
the PNSC needs to follow very closely. This is also the time that potential investors in the shipping sector should come 
forward to invest in the privately-owned ships giving impetus to the growth of national �lag carriers for their own advan-
tage, of course, the government encouragement would be mandatory on this aspect.

Cdre (R) Ali Abbas
Chief Editor

Editorial



Virus Forces Fishing Ban Near Gwadar

 

April 2,  Authorities of coastal district Gwadar have 
banned �ishing in the Arabian Sea in view of the coro-
navirus pandemic. Gwadar Deputy Commissioner 
retired Captain Mohammad Waseem has urged the 
�ishermen community to show responsibility and not 
violate his government’s orders. He said in order to 
prevent coronavirus from spreading in Gwadar, local 
�ishermen should join hands with the administration 
by not holding public gatherings.  He explained that all 
decisions are being taken in best interest of the people 
of Gwadar and Instead of �ishing in the sea �ishermen 
should stay at their homes during the lockdown. He 
ordered release of all �ishermen who had been 
detained by Levies force for violating the lockdown 
after screening and testing them for coronavirus. 
(Credits:Dawn)

Pakistan Navy, ANF Jointly Seize 100kg of Heroin 
in Sea Raid

 

April 3, Pakistan Navy along with of�icials of Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) seized a huge cache of heroin100 
kilograms of ice-drug during a sea operation. A joint 
intelligence-based operation was conducted by the 
Pakistan Navy and the Anti-Narcotics Force at Pishu-
kan near Jiwani, Balochistan. A PMSA vessel located 
and subsequently approached a suspicious fast speed 

boat of suspected smugglers, seized the drugs and 
impounded the boat.The value of narcotics in the 
international market was estimated to be approxi-
mately Rs2.2 billion. The narcotics were handed over 
to the Anti-Narcotics Force for further legal proceed-
ings. (Credits:ARY News)

Keel-Laying Ceremony Held for 2nd Missile Frig-
ate for Pakistan Navy in China

April 3, The keel-laying ceremony for the second Type 
054A/P missile frigate, destined for the Pakistani 
Navy, was held at the Hudong–Zhonghua Shipyard in 
Shanghai, China. The of�icials from the Pakistan Navy 
and the Hudong Zhonghua Shipbuilding Group 
attended the ceremony. The Type 054A multi-purpose 
guided-missile frigate is the backbone type of the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy, with 30 
vessels in commission. 

Pakistan signed the �irst contract of two Type 054A/P 
frigates, an export version of the Type 054A, in 2017 
and purchased two more ships in June 2018. The steel 
cutting ceremony for the �inal two ships took place in 
last November. All four frigates will be manufactured 
in China and delivered to the Pakistan Navy in 2021. 
Once built, these warships will become the most tech-
nologically advanced platforms of the Pakistani Navy, 
which will enhance its combat capability to meet 
future challenges and maintain peace, stability, and 
balance of power in the Indian Ocean. (Credits:APP)

Pak Navy Seizes 100kg Of Crystal Meth

April 4, The Pakistan Navy in a joint operation with the 
Pakistan Customs Intelligence have recovered a huge 
cache of crystal meth approximately 100 
kilogrammes. Navy personnel carried out an offshore 
intelligence-based operation with the Pakistan 
Customs in the Ibrahim Hyderi area near Bin Qasim. 
The drug seized was worth around Rs1.6 billion and it 
was handed over to the Pakistan Customs Intelligence 
for the initiation of legal proceedings. The successful 
execution of the joint anti-narcotics operation was a 
result of prolonged surveillance and operational coor-
dination demonstrating the navy’s effective monitor-
ing of the coastline. (Credits: The News)
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FBR Tells Shipping Lines to Withdraw Charges

April 4, The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) on Friday 
issued instructions to shipping lines and shipping 
agents to allow waiver of delay and detention charges 
during lockdown to contain the coronavirus.The 
customs authorities said that Pakistan was currently 
facing a great challenge to address the issue of spread 
of COVID-19.  As a result of lockdown and restriction 
of movement of people / vehicle, the time duration of 
lifting the cargo from ports was exceeding the 
free-time as allowed to the importers under normal 
course of business. The FBR issued similar instruc-
tions to container terminal operators on March 31, 
2020 to waive demurrage and detention charges in 
order to facilitate importers and trade community in 
this dif�icult time.

The association said that terminals would choke if the 
government fails to take timely decision. It said that 
imports related to prevention of coronavirus might 
not have place to berth due to huge backlog.In order 
to clear backlog on faster pace, it suggested waiver or 
relaxation of port charges in coordination of KPT/Port 
Qasim authorities and port terminals with no delay. It 
further suggested waiver/relaxation in shipping 
charges, especially on rented containers. (Credits: The 
News)

Containers Pile Up at Port as Export Orders 
Cancelled

April 5, Export containers are piling up at Karachi 
ports since March 22 owing to non-availability of 
shipping lines and order deferments from buyers. The 
Karachi Port, which handled 76 per cent of total 
export cargo, has seen a decline of 31pc in shipments 
of export containers between March 22 to April 3. The 
broader reasons of decline are listed as cancellation of 
orders from buyers and diminished availability of 
ships.Data compiled by Pakistan Customs shows that 
the total export containers shipped between March 22 
till April 3 was 12,690 containers whereas the total 
export containers that reached the port is 19,625, 
leaving a stock of 6,935 containers at the port. 

Exports from eastern border are almost zero as Paki-
stan has already suspended exports to Indian at 

Wagha border. In the wake of coronavirus outbreak, 
the western borders—Chaman and Torkham were 
also closed for export to Afghanistan and onward 
Central Asian States. Similarly, Taftan border stations 
with Iran were also closed for trade with Iran.Accord-
ing to customs data, only 15pc export cargo through 
air is going from the country. “Air freight units export 
are badly effected due to air space closure and only 
few freighters are going from Pakistan”, said a 
customs of�icial.The coronavirus outbreak also led to 
closure of transit cargo via Pakistan. (Credits:Dawn)

Pak Navy Distributes Ration Among Deserving 
Families in Different Parts of Country

 

April 5, Pakistan Navy distributed ration among thou-
sands of deserving families in different parts of the 
country, including coastal and creek areas. The ration 
was distributed among low income employees of 
various organizations in Karachi as well as �ishermen 
of suburbs. Besides, residents of shanty towns in 
Islamabad and Lahore were provided with essential 
items. The Pakistan Navy is also actively playing its 
role in the awareness campaign against the Coronavi-
rus pandemic in addition to serving humanity. (Cred-
its: The Nation)

Gwadar Port Stays Largely Unaffected by Global 
Pandemic

April 6,  Despite the prevailing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Gwadar Port a major project under the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is functioning well. 
It is pertinent to mention that a large number of 
projects under the BRI employ a limited number of 
Chinese staff and rely on local employees for most 
roles. According to the latest head count, there are 
two Chinese employees and 140 Pakistani employees 

working at Gwadar Port. The port’s operations have 
not halted. The source further said that while there is 
no negative impact on the port’s operations, it cannot 
remain unaffected by the impact the coronavirus has 
had on global shipping. Business development to 
attract foreign investors has also come to a temporary 
halt. The port itself has been sealed off for outsiders 
and the number of non-essential visits have been cut 
to a minimum. However, the pandemic is unlikely to 
have a long-term impact on the port’s development, 
which is measured on a scale of years rather than 
months.(Credits:Business Recorder)

Pakistan Coast Guards Screened 4,256 Fishermen 
for COVID-19

April 7, The Pakistan Cost Guards (PCG) have so far 
conducted screening of 4,256 �ishermen who had 
been �ishing in the open sea in 284 boats along the 
Pakistani coastline to detect the cases of the novel 
coronavirus among them. The PCG DG informed the 
governor that after the screening, four suspected 
cases of coronavirus among the �ishermen were 
referred to a hospital in Gwadar. He said 20 small and 
big boats and 600 personnel of the coast guards had 
been active to prevent the spread of coronavirus 
among the �ishermen communities. Brig Qamar told 
the governor that the coast guards had also distribut-
ed rations among 730 families of �ishermen in view of 
their hardships due to the lockdown regime. He said 
�ishermen associated with small-scale �isheries had 
been allowed to do �ishing activities up to �ive nautical 
miles through the use of small �ishing boats in view of 
their economic hardships due to the lockdown. (Cred-
its: The News)

Whale Specimen From Pakistan to Help Assess Its 
Longevity

 

April 7, Data from atomic bomb tests conducted 
during the Cold War have helped scientists accurately 

age the world’s biggest �ish, according to a BBC report. 
According to a study published in the journal Fron-
tiers in Marine Science, whale sharks can live an 
incredibly long time.Whale sharks are both the 
biggest �ish and the biggest sharks in existence.Grow-
ing up to 18m in length, and weighing on average of 
about 20 tonnes, their distinctive white spotted 
colouration makes them easily recognisable. However, 
the species is now classi�ied as endangered because of 
over-�ishing in places like Thailand and the Philip-
pines. (Credits:Dawn)

Fishermen in Coastal Villages Receive Rations, Aid

 
April 8, The �ishermen residing in the coastal areas of 
Sindh were given rations and monetary aid as per the 
directives of Fishermen Cooperative Society (FCS) 
chairperson Hafeez Abdul Bar, to help them pull 
through the �inancial crunch in the wake of a coun-
try-wide lockdown.Speaking in this regard, Bar, who 
was supervising the distribution, said, “We have been 
trying to reach the �ishermen in all remote areas along 
the coastal belt for rations and money distribution.”He 
has directed FCS director Asif Bhatti to oversee the 
disbursement in Baba and Bhit, Shams Pir, Mubarak 
Village and Younisabad, and ensure that all needing 
help are provided assistance. (Credits: Express Trib-
une)

IT Ministry Approves 11 Projects Worth Rs11.5b

 
 

April 8, The Ministry of Information Technology and 
Telecommunication has approved 11 projects worth 
Rs11.52 billion which include the establishment of an 

optic �ibre base communication link between Karachi 
and Gwadar along coastal highway. The Departmental 
Development Working Party (DDWP) of the Ministry 
of IT and Telecommunication gave the go-ahead to the 
projects, in a meeting chaired by IT Secretary Shoaib 
Ahmad Siddiqui, for �inancial year 2020-21. (Credits: 
Express Tribune)
 
Navy Extending Humanitarian Assistance During 
Lockdown

April 10, Pakistan Navy is extending nationwide 
humanitarian assistance to aggrieved families during 
current coronavirus pandemic and distributed 
food/commodities & Personal Protective Equipment 
at various cities/towns and hospitals across Pakistan. 
Thousands of ration bags carrying food items/sup-
plies were distributed to needy families residing at 
Ibrahim Haydri area at Karachi. Besides, in other 
major cities of Punjab including Lahore, Faisalabad, 
Multan, Bahawalpur and Muzaffargarh ration bags 
were also distributed.(Credits: Business Recorder)

ANF Busts Smuggling Attempt, Rs7 Billion Worth 
Drugs Seized

 

April 11, Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) Intelligence 
operation helped bust an unprecedented 7 billion 
rupees worth of drug smuggling attempt. A total of 
700 kilograms of high-grade heroin and 80 kilograms 
of opium/cocaine was seized in the operation. It was 
revealed that the operation took place at Port Qasim 
International Container Terminal in Karachi. (Cred-
its:ARY News)

Govt Orders Halt to Fishing Related Activities at 
Karachi Harbour to Stem Virus 

April 12, The Government of Sindh ordered that all 

�ishing related activities will remain suspended at 
Karachi Fish Harbour till further orders to contain the 
spread of the coronavirus.

“There has been no observance of SOPs for social 
distancing and there has been an increase in the 
number of Corona Virus cases (COVID-19) in Sindh, 
which are expected to rise expeditiously, the Govern-
ment of Sindh, in exercise of powers conferred under 
Section 3 of the Sindh Epidemic Disease Act, 2014, is 
to cease all the �ishing related activities at Karachi 
Fish Harbor Authority,” read a noti�ication.The 
government warned that any person found disobey-
ing any of “the above restriction or orders/directions 
made under this Order shall be deemed to have an 
offence punishable under Section 188 of Pakistan 
Penal Code as mention in Section 4 of the Act ibid.” 
(Credits:ARY News)

Ceasing’ Activities Termed as Ban on Seafood 
Export

April 13, Seafood exporters termed the Sindh govern-
ment's ‘ceasing' of all �ishing related activities at the 
�ish harbour as ‘ban' on �isheries export, fearing the 
move will yield �inancial losses to the processing 
units. However, the exporters feared that a closure of 
seafood processing units will virtually close the coun-
try's �isheries export to the world market due to the 
government's sudden move. The  factories have ready 
stocks of seafood for export, which needs shipment to 
the world markets but cannot be possible under the 
new government's order. “Factories have many export 
orders and stock in hand," exporters added.

Pakistan's export of seafood grew by 12.35 percent to 

$278.637 million in July-Feb 2019-20. Increase in 
seafood export now stands at $30.637 million in 
July-Feb 2019-20 from $248 million in July-Feb 
2018-19, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics shows. Export 
volume of seafood also went up by 5 percent or 6440 
metric tons to 114,865 metric tons in July-Feb 
2019-20 from 108,425 metric tons in July-Feb 
2018-19. Down by 17.08 percent or $5.251 million, 
seafood export declined to $25.495 million in Feb 
2020 from $30.746 million in Feb 2019. The country 
exported 11,504 metric tons of seafood in Feb 2020, 
which is low by 15 percent or 2002 metric tons, from 
13,506 metric tons in Feb 2019. (Credits:Business 
Recorder)

Biggest Ever Ship Docks at Karachi Port

 

April 15, The biggest ship, in terms of capacity, to have 
ever docket at Karachi Port was moored at the port.  
The ship was docked at South Asia Pakistan Termi-
nals. According to the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) 
administration, the ship, named South Hampton 
Express, having the capacity to carry 12,600 contain-
ers, arrived in Karachi from Abu Dhabi. The length of 
the ship is 366.1 meters, beam is 48.3 meters long and 
it depth is 14.8 meters. It will be used for shipping 
2,000 containers from the port. all possible and neces-
sary arrangement were made at the port as per KPT 
chairman’s directives and the staff and workers of the 
ships were inspected according to the guidelines 
issued by the government. The port is regularly disin-
fected so that the trade is not affected. (Credits: 
Express Tribune)

Ministry of Maritime Affairs All Set to Harness 
Potential in Deep Sea Fishing

 

April 18, The Ministry of Maritime Affairs is all set to 
harness the potential in deep sea �ishing by providing 
access to cost effective and state of the art equipment 
to Pakistani �ishermen. Fisheries Development Com-
missioner Dr. Sa�ia Mushtaq gave a presentation to 
Minister for Maritime Affairs Syed Ali Haider Zaidi. 
Vessel Monitoring Systems is an integral element of 
monitoring, control and surveillance programs at the 
national and international level. Once installed, the 
�ishermen currently operating from coastal areas of 
the province of Sindh and Balochistan, will get bene-
�itted the most. It  will help in monitoring and regulat-
ing the �ishing activities, which will result an increase 
in the revenues of both the individual �ishermen and 
the industry as a whole. As the �irst step in the mod-
ernization of industry, the said technology will open 
new avenues of development and sustainability in the 
�ishing industry of Pakistan. (Credts: Radio Pakistan)

Karachi Fishermen Allowed to Resume Work 
Under Strict SOPs

April 19, The Sindh government has allowed the 
�ishermen of Karachi to resume work under strict 
SOPs issued by the administration. In a noti�ication 
issued on Sunday, the government instructed Karachi 
Fish Harbor Authority and Fishermen Cooperative 
Society to ensure social distancing being practised. 
The authority has to provide masks, gloves and sani-
tiser to all �ishermen and employees. Authorities will 
also have to manage traf�ic to ensure there isn’t any 
rush at the harbour. Fishermen will be allowed to go 
for a catch from 5 PM to 6 AM and will have to clean 
their boats and ships before and after unloading. 
According to the noti�ication, not more than four 

people will be allowed to be in a single boat at the 
same time. Anyone found violating the law will be 
punished under Section 4 of the Sindh Epidemic 
Disease Control Act, 2014. 

 
Previously, the government had shut down businesses 
and industries as part of precautionary measures to 
contain the novel coronavirus. Pakistan's export of 
seafood grew by 12.35 percent to $278.637 million in 
July-Feb 2019-20. Increase in seafood export now 
stands at $30.637 million in July-Feb 2019-20 from 
$248 million in July-Feb 2018-19, Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics shows. (Credits: Pakistan Today)

Pakistan Opens Afghan Trade Through Gwadar 
Port

April 20,  The government of Pakistan has allowed 
import of Afghan bulk cargoes under Afghanistan 
Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement through Gwadar 
Port. “For the sake of ef�icient and cost-effective oper-
ationalisation of the Gwadar Port and the West-
ern-Corridor of the CPEC, the import of Afghan 
bulk-cargo of wheat, sugar, and fertilizer at the 
Gwadar Port and onward transit to Afghanistan shall 
be permitted,” said an of�ice memorandum issued by 
the Ministry of Commerce on April 17, 2020 regarding 
the implementation of the Import and Export Policy 
Orders through shipping procedure and instructions 
for operationalisation of the Gwadar Port. 

The Customs authorities shall take necessary and cost 
ef�icient measures to ensure the en route security of 
the cargo. The Gwadar Port had started handling tran-
sit cargo to and from Afghanistan. Pakistan handles 
around 48 percent of total Afghan exports and 
approximately 60 percent of Afghan transit trade goes 
through the Torkham border. However, now the bulk 
supply of sugar, wheat and fertilizer through Gwadar 
port will increase traf�ic at Gwadar port besides 
decreasing the load of work at Karachi port. It will 
also reduce the cost and time for the transportation of 
the commodities to Afghanistan. (Credits: The Nation)

Pakistan Navy Launches Mangroves Plantation 
Campaign 2020 for 'Green Pakistan'
 
April 21, Pakistan Navy in line with the Govt of Paki-
stan’s vision of “Clean and Green Pakistan” launched 
the �ifth consecutive campaign on Mangroves Planta-
tion in the Coastal Areas of Sindh and Balochistan 
provinces.  Commander Coast, Vice Admiral Faisal 
Rasool Lodhi graced the occasion as Chief Guest and 
inaugurated Pakistan Navy Mangroves Plantation 
Campaign 2020 by planting sapling of Mangroves at 
Port Bin Qasim area. This year Campaign entails an 
effort to plant over 3 million mangroves in the Coastal 
Areas of Sindh and Balochistan provinces.

Mangroves are vital to coastal ecosystem, prevention 
of sea intrusion and sustainment of marine life.  
Unfortunately over the years, Mangroves along the 
Pakistani coast have lessened due to negligence and 
apathy of all concerned.  Being a major stakeholder of 
the maritime domain and realizing the importance of 
mangroves for marine life, Pakistan Navy has taken a 
major initiative to revive Mangrove forests all along 
the coast. Realizing the importance of Mangroves 
forests in combating pollution, countering coastal 
erosion and providing a number of economic and 

�inancial opportunities to coastal communities, Paki-
stan Navy in line with the vision of the Federal 
Government regularly under takes Mangroves Planta-
tion Campaigns.  In last 4 years, since the beginning of 
the mangrove plantation, Pakistan Navy has planted 
over 6 million mangroves all along the coastal belt of 
Sindh and Balochistan. (Credits: The Nation)

BU Donates to COVID-19 Relief Fund

 

April 21, Bahria University has lined-up its resources 
to counter implications of coronavirus across the 
country. In this perspective, Bahria University Man-
agement including of�icers and faculty across Pakistan 
have donated one day's salary to the PM COVID 19 
Relief Fund to help �ight the coronavirus outbreak in 
the country. Bahria University being dedicated to 
encourage community services was one of the �irst to 
have contributed in this noble cause considering it a 
national obligation. Beside the generous monetary 
contribution,  Bahria University is also extending 
nationwide humanitarian assistance to aggrieved 
families. Students of BU, Islamabad Lahore & Karachi 
campuses, keeping safety measures are actively 
involved in relief work. Large number of ration packs 
containing basic food items for a month are being 
distributed to underprivileged families. (Credits: The 
News)

Fishermen Have High Hopes from Freshwater 
Flow in Delta

April 21,  Natural custodians of the mangrove forests 
along the coast are hopeful that early �low of water 
from the River Indus to the sea will bene�it the delta 
ecosystem. Mangrove scientists believe that timely 
river water �low to the delta helps natural seed 
growth on mangroves, which helps the dependent 

marine species thrive as well. Mangroves grow best in 
coastal saline and brackish water.

Fayyaz Rasool, manager Marine Pollution Control 
Department at Karachi Port Trust (KPT), said the river 
�lows in to the delta through its creeks in Thatta and 
Sujawal districts, and the freshwater helps dilute the 
salinity in seawaters. Presently, mangrove forests 
exist along the coast of Sindh on saline mud. Growth of 
these essential trees and shrubs is threatened when 
the river water �low is low. Rasool calls it the weather 
system change this year, in which winter continued up 
till the end of March instead of mid-February. After 
several years, the delta has received freshwater of the 
River Indus, which will support the dependent biodi-
versity, not just mangroves, but also valuable �ish 
species that reside under these marine plants.

However, the delta is yet to receive the quantity of 
freshwater mandated by the Water Accord. This year, 
the river received more water, which helped the 
downstream �low, increasing hope in the hearts of 
�ishermen.These plants provide home to different 
marine species like �ish, shrimps and crabs. It also 
attracts bird species, both local and migratory, some 
of which stay there permanently, while others return 
back to their native lands after end of winter in March 
every year. Apart from this, these marine forests are 
considered natural shields along the coast that help 
avoid natural calamities, like cyclones and tsunamis. 
However, the mangroves have shrunk alarmingly, 
exposing communities residing along the entire coast, 
including Karachi city, to disasters. The reduction of 
mangroves cover, reportedly started from 1966 to 
1998, because of unavailability or shortage of river 
�low. It has had negative impacts on the mangroves 
ecosystem. The community people said the river �low 
used to bring more quantity of silt with it through 
different creeks, which have made the delta. Now they 
want the government authorities and those involved 
in forest restoration to save the delta, which provides 
livelihoods to those living along the system. (Credits: 
The News)

PQA Doing Brilliant Job in Handling Cargo Ships

Apri 21, Port Qasim Authority (PQA) has done an 
admirable job to handle over 140 cargo ships last 

month which is highest number compared to any 
other month in this �inancial year. PQA continues at 
same pace during April and is likely to improve its 
performance of last month. PQA is operating under 
Special COVID-19 SOPs and ships carrying LNG, edible 
& other oils, coal, commodities continue to berth, 
unloaded and transported across the country. Export 
related cargo also continues to be handled via PQA. 
Maritime Minister Ali Zaidi has praised PQA perfor-
mance in a tweet to handle more Cargo ships during 
the corona pandemic compared to any other time 
despite adverse operating conditions globally. Minis-
try of Maritime Affairs had issued special operating 
manuals for PQA and Karachi Port Trust (KPT) in mid 
March for safety of personnel and continuity of opera-
tions. Ports have critical importance in country’s 
economic lifeline as 90% of trade is seaborne. (Cred-
its: The News)

KPT Grants 15-Day Free Storage for Cargoes Amid 
Lockdown

April 22, Karachi Port Trust (KPT) has granted import-
ers free access to its storage spaces for two weeks to 
lessen their demurrage burden that swells due to lack 
of transportation amid lockdown.

Minister for Maritime Affairs Ali Zaidi said the deci-
sion was taken in view of hardships being faced by 
businesses due to COVID-19. “KPT will also allow the 
terminal operating companies (TOCs) to utilise KPT 
storage area to accommodate excessive containers 
subject to availability of space,” Zaidi said in a tweet. 
TOCs will be additionally allowed to utilise KPT land 
till May 15 for the containers landing between March 
25 and April 30, 2020. The federal cabinet extended 
the free time to provide relief to the business commu-
nity. (Credits: The News)

Zaidi Appreciates Port Qasim and Karachi Port 
Trust for Outstanding Performance

April 24, Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Ali 
Haider Zaidi said a record number of 140 vessels were 
handled at Port Qasim during March, highest number 
in past nine months despite COVID-19 pandemic 
which brought halt in activities in many of the region-
al ports. He appreciated the administration as well as 

workers associated with Port Qasim Authority, Kara-
chi Port Trust and Pakistan National Shipping Corpo-
ration for their commitment towards the national 
cause and ef�iciently braving the challenge.

He also appreciated private terminal companies, 
operational in the two parts, for supplementing the 
cause with the hope that they could further contribute 
to the needed relief to the importers using their facili-
ties urging private shipping lines to play their due role 
facilitating the traders who hold years old relation-
ship with them and in the given global scenario 
needed to be extended due concession. (Credits: Busi-
ness Recorder)

Pakistan Navy Successfully Tested Anti-Ship 
Missiles in Arabian Sea

 

April 25, Pakistan Navy has successfully demonstrated 
�iring of anti-ship missiles in the north Arabian Sea. 
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Zafar Mahmood 
Abbasi observed the �iring of missiles. Pakistan Navy 
warships and aircraft �ired anti-ship missiles at sea 
level. The Naval Chief said that the Pakistan Navy was 
fully capable of responding to the aggression of 
enemy. (Credits: Daily Times)



Virus Forces Fishing Ban Near Gwadar

 

April 2,  Authorities of coastal district Gwadar have 
banned �ishing in the Arabian Sea in view of the coro-
navirus pandemic. Gwadar Deputy Commissioner 
retired Captain Mohammad Waseem has urged the 
�ishermen community to show responsibility and not 
violate his government’s orders. He said in order to 
prevent coronavirus from spreading in Gwadar, local 
�ishermen should join hands with the administration 
by not holding public gatherings.  He explained that all 
decisions are being taken in best interest of the people 
of Gwadar and Instead of �ishing in the sea �ishermen 
should stay at their homes during the lockdown. He 
ordered release of all �ishermen who had been 
detained by Levies force for violating the lockdown 
after screening and testing them for coronavirus. 
(Credits:Dawn)

Pakistan Navy, ANF Jointly Seize 100kg of Heroin 
in Sea Raid

 

April 3, Pakistan Navy along with of�icials of Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) seized a huge cache of heroin100 
kilograms of ice-drug during a sea operation. A joint 
intelligence-based operation was conducted by the 
Pakistan Navy and the Anti-Narcotics Force at Pishu-
kan near Jiwani, Balochistan. A PMSA vessel located 
and subsequently approached a suspicious fast speed 

boat of suspected smugglers, seized the drugs and 
impounded the boat.The value of narcotics in the 
international market was estimated to be approxi-
mately Rs2.2 billion. The narcotics were handed over 
to the Anti-Narcotics Force for further legal proceed-
ings. (Credits:ARY News)

Keel-Laying Ceremony Held for 2nd Missile Frig-
ate for Pakistan Navy in China

April 3, The keel-laying ceremony for the second Type 
054A/P missile frigate, destined for the Pakistani 
Navy, was held at the Hudong–Zhonghua Shipyard in 
Shanghai, China. The of�icials from the Pakistan Navy 
and the Hudong Zhonghua Shipbuilding Group 
attended the ceremony. The Type 054A multi-purpose 
guided-missile frigate is the backbone type of the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy, with 30 
vessels in commission. 

Pakistan signed the �irst contract of two Type 054A/P 
frigates, an export version of the Type 054A, in 2017 
and purchased two more ships in June 2018. The steel 
cutting ceremony for the �inal two ships took place in 
last November. All four frigates will be manufactured 
in China and delivered to the Pakistan Navy in 2021. 
Once built, these warships will become the most tech-
nologically advanced platforms of the Pakistani Navy, 
which will enhance its combat capability to meet 
future challenges and maintain peace, stability, and 
balance of power in the Indian Ocean. (Credits:APP)

Pak Navy Seizes 100kg Of Crystal Meth

April 4, The Pakistan Navy in a joint operation with the 
Pakistan Customs Intelligence have recovered a huge 
cache of crystal meth approximately 100 
kilogrammes. Navy personnel carried out an offshore 
intelligence-based operation with the Pakistan 
Customs in the Ibrahim Hyderi area near Bin Qasim. 
The drug seized was worth around Rs1.6 billion and it 
was handed over to the Pakistan Customs Intelligence 
for the initiation of legal proceedings. The successful 
execution of the joint anti-narcotics operation was a 
result of prolonged surveillance and operational coor-
dination demonstrating the navy’s effective monitor-
ing of the coastline. (Credits: The News)

FBR Tells Shipping Lines to Withdraw Charges

April 4, The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) on Friday 
issued instructions to shipping lines and shipping 
agents to allow waiver of delay and detention charges 
during lockdown to contain the coronavirus.The 
customs authorities said that Pakistan was currently 
facing a great challenge to address the issue of spread 
of COVID-19.  As a result of lockdown and restriction 
of movement of people / vehicle, the time duration of 
lifting the cargo from ports was exceeding the 
free-time as allowed to the importers under normal 
course of business. The FBR issued similar instruc-
tions to container terminal operators on March 31, 
2020 to waive demurrage and detention charges in 
order to facilitate importers and trade community in 
this dif�icult time.

The association said that terminals would choke if the 
government fails to take timely decision. It said that 
imports related to prevention of coronavirus might 
not have place to berth due to huge backlog.In order 
to clear backlog on faster pace, it suggested waiver or 
relaxation of port charges in coordination of KPT/Port 
Qasim authorities and port terminals with no delay. It 
further suggested waiver/relaxation in shipping 
charges, especially on rented containers. (Credits: The 
News)

Containers Pile Up at Port as Export Orders 
Cancelled

April 5, Export containers are piling up at Karachi 
ports since March 22 owing to non-availability of 
shipping lines and order deferments from buyers. The 
Karachi Port, which handled 76 per cent of total 
export cargo, has seen a decline of 31pc in shipments 
of export containers between March 22 to April 3. The 
broader reasons of decline are listed as cancellation of 
orders from buyers and diminished availability of 
ships.Data compiled by Pakistan Customs shows that 
the total export containers shipped between March 22 
till April 3 was 12,690 containers whereas the total 
export containers that reached the port is 19,625, 
leaving a stock of 6,935 containers at the port. 

Exports from eastern border are almost zero as Paki-
stan has already suspended exports to Indian at 

Wagha border. In the wake of coronavirus outbreak, 
the western borders—Chaman and Torkham were 
also closed for export to Afghanistan and onward 
Central Asian States. Similarly, Taftan border stations 
with Iran were also closed for trade with Iran.Accord-
ing to customs data, only 15pc export cargo through 
air is going from the country. “Air freight units export 
are badly effected due to air space closure and only 
few freighters are going from Pakistan”, said a 
customs of�icial.The coronavirus outbreak also led to 
closure of transit cargo via Pakistan. (Credits:Dawn)

Pak Navy Distributes Ration Among Deserving 
Families in Different Parts of Country

 

April 5, Pakistan Navy distributed ration among thou-
sands of deserving families in different parts of the 
country, including coastal and creek areas. The ration 
was distributed among low income employees of 
various organizations in Karachi as well as �ishermen 
of suburbs. Besides, residents of shanty towns in 
Islamabad and Lahore were provided with essential 
items. The Pakistan Navy is also actively playing its 
role in the awareness campaign against the Coronavi-
rus pandemic in addition to serving humanity. (Cred-
its: The Nation)

Gwadar Port Stays Largely Unaffected by Global 
Pandemic

April 6,  Despite the prevailing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Gwadar Port a major project under the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is functioning well. 
It is pertinent to mention that a large number of 
projects under the BRI employ a limited number of 
Chinese staff and rely on local employees for most 
roles. According to the latest head count, there are 
two Chinese employees and 140 Pakistani employees 
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working at Gwadar Port. The port’s operations have 
not halted. The source further said that while there is 
no negative impact on the port’s operations, it cannot 
remain unaffected by the impact the coronavirus has 
had on global shipping. Business development to 
attract foreign investors has also come to a temporary 
halt. The port itself has been sealed off for outsiders 
and the number of non-essential visits have been cut 
to a minimum. However, the pandemic is unlikely to 
have a long-term impact on the port’s development, 
which is measured on a scale of years rather than 
months.(Credits:Business Recorder)

Pakistan Coast Guards Screened 4,256 Fishermen 
for COVID-19

April 7, The Pakistan Cost Guards (PCG) have so far 
conducted screening of 4,256 �ishermen who had 
been �ishing in the open sea in 284 boats along the 
Pakistani coastline to detect the cases of the novel 
coronavirus among them. The PCG DG informed the 
governor that after the screening, four suspected 
cases of coronavirus among the �ishermen were 
referred to a hospital in Gwadar. He said 20 small and 
big boats and 600 personnel of the coast guards had 
been active to prevent the spread of coronavirus 
among the �ishermen communities. Brig Qamar told 
the governor that the coast guards had also distribut-
ed rations among 730 families of �ishermen in view of 
their hardships due to the lockdown regime. He said 
�ishermen associated with small-scale �isheries had 
been allowed to do �ishing activities up to �ive nautical 
miles through the use of small �ishing boats in view of 
their economic hardships due to the lockdown. (Cred-
its: The News)

Whale Specimen From Pakistan to Help Assess Its 
Longevity

 

April 7, Data from atomic bomb tests conducted 
during the Cold War have helped scientists accurately 

age the world’s biggest �ish, according to a BBC report. 
According to a study published in the journal Fron-
tiers in Marine Science, whale sharks can live an 
incredibly long time.Whale sharks are both the 
biggest �ish and the biggest sharks in existence.Grow-
ing up to 18m in length, and weighing on average of 
about 20 tonnes, their distinctive white spotted 
colouration makes them easily recognisable. However, 
the species is now classi�ied as endangered because of 
over-�ishing in places like Thailand and the Philip-
pines. (Credits:Dawn)

Fishermen in Coastal Villages Receive Rations, Aid

 
April 8, The �ishermen residing in the coastal areas of 
Sindh were given rations and monetary aid as per the 
directives of Fishermen Cooperative Society (FCS) 
chairperson Hafeez Abdul Bar, to help them pull 
through the �inancial crunch in the wake of a coun-
try-wide lockdown.Speaking in this regard, Bar, who 
was supervising the distribution, said, “We have been 
trying to reach the �ishermen in all remote areas along 
the coastal belt for rations and money distribution.”He 
has directed FCS director Asif Bhatti to oversee the 
disbursement in Baba and Bhit, Shams Pir, Mubarak 
Village and Younisabad, and ensure that all needing 
help are provided assistance. (Credits: Express Trib-
une)

IT Ministry Approves 11 Projects Worth Rs11.5b

 
 

April 8, The Ministry of Information Technology and 
Telecommunication has approved 11 projects worth 
Rs11.52 billion which include the establishment of an 

optic �ibre base communication link between Karachi 
and Gwadar along coastal highway. The Departmental 
Development Working Party (DDWP) of the Ministry 
of IT and Telecommunication gave the go-ahead to the 
projects, in a meeting chaired by IT Secretary Shoaib 
Ahmad Siddiqui, for �inancial year 2020-21. (Credits: 
Express Tribune)
 
Navy Extending Humanitarian Assistance During 
Lockdown

April 10, Pakistan Navy is extending nationwide 
humanitarian assistance to aggrieved families during 
current coronavirus pandemic and distributed 
food/commodities & Personal Protective Equipment 
at various cities/towns and hospitals across Pakistan. 
Thousands of ration bags carrying food items/sup-
plies were distributed to needy families residing at 
Ibrahim Haydri area at Karachi. Besides, in other 
major cities of Punjab including Lahore, Faisalabad, 
Multan, Bahawalpur and Muzaffargarh ration bags 
were also distributed.(Credits: Business Recorder)

ANF Busts Smuggling Attempt, Rs7 Billion Worth 
Drugs Seized

 

April 11, Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) Intelligence 
operation helped bust an unprecedented 7 billion 
rupees worth of drug smuggling attempt. A total of 
700 kilograms of high-grade heroin and 80 kilograms 
of opium/cocaine was seized in the operation. It was 
revealed that the operation took place at Port Qasim 
International Container Terminal in Karachi. (Cred-
its:ARY News)

Govt Orders Halt to Fishing Related Activities at 
Karachi Harbour to Stem Virus 

April 12, The Government of Sindh ordered that all 

�ishing related activities will remain suspended at 
Karachi Fish Harbour till further orders to contain the 
spread of the coronavirus.

“There has been no observance of SOPs for social 
distancing and there has been an increase in the 
number of Corona Virus cases (COVID-19) in Sindh, 
which are expected to rise expeditiously, the Govern-
ment of Sindh, in exercise of powers conferred under 
Section 3 of the Sindh Epidemic Disease Act, 2014, is 
to cease all the �ishing related activities at Karachi 
Fish Harbor Authority,” read a noti�ication.The 
government warned that any person found disobey-
ing any of “the above restriction or orders/directions 
made under this Order shall be deemed to have an 
offence punishable under Section 188 of Pakistan 
Penal Code as mention in Section 4 of the Act ibid.” 
(Credits:ARY News)

Ceasing’ Activities Termed as Ban on Seafood 
Export

April 13, Seafood exporters termed the Sindh govern-
ment's ‘ceasing' of all �ishing related activities at the 
�ish harbour as ‘ban' on �isheries export, fearing the 
move will yield �inancial losses to the processing 
units. However, the exporters feared that a closure of 
seafood processing units will virtually close the coun-
try's �isheries export to the world market due to the 
government's sudden move. The  factories have ready 
stocks of seafood for export, which needs shipment to 
the world markets but cannot be possible under the 
new government's order. “Factories have many export 
orders and stock in hand," exporters added.

Pakistan's export of seafood grew by 12.35 percent to 

$278.637 million in July-Feb 2019-20. Increase in 
seafood export now stands at $30.637 million in 
July-Feb 2019-20 from $248 million in July-Feb 
2018-19, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics shows. Export 
volume of seafood also went up by 5 percent or 6440 
metric tons to 114,865 metric tons in July-Feb 
2019-20 from 108,425 metric tons in July-Feb 
2018-19. Down by 17.08 percent or $5.251 million, 
seafood export declined to $25.495 million in Feb 
2020 from $30.746 million in Feb 2019. The country 
exported 11,504 metric tons of seafood in Feb 2020, 
which is low by 15 percent or 2002 metric tons, from 
13,506 metric tons in Feb 2019. (Credits:Business 
Recorder)

Biggest Ever Ship Docks at Karachi Port

 

April 15, The biggest ship, in terms of capacity, to have 
ever docket at Karachi Port was moored at the port.  
The ship was docked at South Asia Pakistan Termi-
nals. According to the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) 
administration, the ship, named South Hampton 
Express, having the capacity to carry 12,600 contain-
ers, arrived in Karachi from Abu Dhabi. The length of 
the ship is 366.1 meters, beam is 48.3 meters long and 
it depth is 14.8 meters. It will be used for shipping 
2,000 containers from the port. all possible and neces-
sary arrangement were made at the port as per KPT 
chairman’s directives and the staff and workers of the 
ships were inspected according to the guidelines 
issued by the government. The port is regularly disin-
fected so that the trade is not affected. (Credits: 
Express Tribune)

Ministry of Maritime Affairs All Set to Harness 
Potential in Deep Sea Fishing

 

April 18, The Ministry of Maritime Affairs is all set to 
harness the potential in deep sea �ishing by providing 
access to cost effective and state of the art equipment 
to Pakistani �ishermen. Fisheries Development Com-
missioner Dr. Sa�ia Mushtaq gave a presentation to 
Minister for Maritime Affairs Syed Ali Haider Zaidi. 
Vessel Monitoring Systems is an integral element of 
monitoring, control and surveillance programs at the 
national and international level. Once installed, the 
�ishermen currently operating from coastal areas of 
the province of Sindh and Balochistan, will get bene-
�itted the most. It  will help in monitoring and regulat-
ing the �ishing activities, which will result an increase 
in the revenues of both the individual �ishermen and 
the industry as a whole. As the �irst step in the mod-
ernization of industry, the said technology will open 
new avenues of development and sustainability in the 
�ishing industry of Pakistan. (Credts: Radio Pakistan)

Karachi Fishermen Allowed to Resume Work 
Under Strict SOPs

April 19, The Sindh government has allowed the 
�ishermen of Karachi to resume work under strict 
SOPs issued by the administration. In a noti�ication 
issued on Sunday, the government instructed Karachi 
Fish Harbor Authority and Fishermen Cooperative 
Society to ensure social distancing being practised. 
The authority has to provide masks, gloves and sani-
tiser to all �ishermen and employees. Authorities will 
also have to manage traf�ic to ensure there isn’t any 
rush at the harbour. Fishermen will be allowed to go 
for a catch from 5 PM to 6 AM and will have to clean 
their boats and ships before and after unloading. 
According to the noti�ication, not more than four 

people will be allowed to be in a single boat at the 
same time. Anyone found violating the law will be 
punished under Section 4 of the Sindh Epidemic 
Disease Control Act, 2014. 

 
Previously, the government had shut down businesses 
and industries as part of precautionary measures to 
contain the novel coronavirus. Pakistan's export of 
seafood grew by 12.35 percent to $278.637 million in 
July-Feb 2019-20. Increase in seafood export now 
stands at $30.637 million in July-Feb 2019-20 from 
$248 million in July-Feb 2018-19, Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics shows. (Credits: Pakistan Today)

Pakistan Opens Afghan Trade Through Gwadar 
Port

April 20,  The government of Pakistan has allowed 
import of Afghan bulk cargoes under Afghanistan 
Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement through Gwadar 
Port. “For the sake of ef�icient and cost-effective oper-
ationalisation of the Gwadar Port and the West-
ern-Corridor of the CPEC, the import of Afghan 
bulk-cargo of wheat, sugar, and fertilizer at the 
Gwadar Port and onward transit to Afghanistan shall 
be permitted,” said an of�ice memorandum issued by 
the Ministry of Commerce on April 17, 2020 regarding 
the implementation of the Import and Export Policy 
Orders through shipping procedure and instructions 
for operationalisation of the Gwadar Port. 

The Customs authorities shall take necessary and cost 
ef�icient measures to ensure the en route security of 
the cargo. The Gwadar Port had started handling tran-
sit cargo to and from Afghanistan. Pakistan handles 
around 48 percent of total Afghan exports and 
approximately 60 percent of Afghan transit trade goes 
through the Torkham border. However, now the bulk 
supply of sugar, wheat and fertilizer through Gwadar 
port will increase traf�ic at Gwadar port besides 
decreasing the load of work at Karachi port. It will 
also reduce the cost and time for the transportation of 
the commodities to Afghanistan. (Credits: The Nation)

Pakistan Navy Launches Mangroves Plantation 
Campaign 2020 for 'Green Pakistan'
 
April 21, Pakistan Navy in line with the Govt of Paki-
stan’s vision of “Clean and Green Pakistan” launched 
the �ifth consecutive campaign on Mangroves Planta-
tion in the Coastal Areas of Sindh and Balochistan 
provinces.  Commander Coast, Vice Admiral Faisal 
Rasool Lodhi graced the occasion as Chief Guest and 
inaugurated Pakistan Navy Mangroves Plantation 
Campaign 2020 by planting sapling of Mangroves at 
Port Bin Qasim area. This year Campaign entails an 
effort to plant over 3 million mangroves in the Coastal 
Areas of Sindh and Balochistan provinces.

Mangroves are vital to coastal ecosystem, prevention 
of sea intrusion and sustainment of marine life.  
Unfortunately over the years, Mangroves along the 
Pakistani coast have lessened due to negligence and 
apathy of all concerned.  Being a major stakeholder of 
the maritime domain and realizing the importance of 
mangroves for marine life, Pakistan Navy has taken a 
major initiative to revive Mangrove forests all along 
the coast. Realizing the importance of Mangroves 
forests in combating pollution, countering coastal 
erosion and providing a number of economic and 

�inancial opportunities to coastal communities, Paki-
stan Navy in line with the vision of the Federal 
Government regularly under takes Mangroves Planta-
tion Campaigns.  In last 4 years, since the beginning of 
the mangrove plantation, Pakistan Navy has planted 
over 6 million mangroves all along the coastal belt of 
Sindh and Balochistan. (Credits: The Nation)

BU Donates to COVID-19 Relief Fund

 

April 21, Bahria University has lined-up its resources 
to counter implications of coronavirus across the 
country. In this perspective, Bahria University Man-
agement including of�icers and faculty across Pakistan 
have donated one day's salary to the PM COVID 19 
Relief Fund to help �ight the coronavirus outbreak in 
the country. Bahria University being dedicated to 
encourage community services was one of the �irst to 
have contributed in this noble cause considering it a 
national obligation. Beside the generous monetary 
contribution,  Bahria University is also extending 
nationwide humanitarian assistance to aggrieved 
families. Students of BU, Islamabad Lahore & Karachi 
campuses, keeping safety measures are actively 
involved in relief work. Large number of ration packs 
containing basic food items for a month are being 
distributed to underprivileged families. (Credits: The 
News)

Fishermen Have High Hopes from Freshwater 
Flow in Delta

April 21,  Natural custodians of the mangrove forests 
along the coast are hopeful that early �low of water 
from the River Indus to the sea will bene�it the delta 
ecosystem. Mangrove scientists believe that timely 
river water �low to the delta helps natural seed 
growth on mangroves, which helps the dependent 

marine species thrive as well. Mangroves grow best in 
coastal saline and brackish water.

Fayyaz Rasool, manager Marine Pollution Control 
Department at Karachi Port Trust (KPT), said the river 
�lows in to the delta through its creeks in Thatta and 
Sujawal districts, and the freshwater helps dilute the 
salinity in seawaters. Presently, mangrove forests 
exist along the coast of Sindh on saline mud. Growth of 
these essential trees and shrubs is threatened when 
the river water �low is low. Rasool calls it the weather 
system change this year, in which winter continued up 
till the end of March instead of mid-February. After 
several years, the delta has received freshwater of the 
River Indus, which will support the dependent biodi-
versity, not just mangroves, but also valuable �ish 
species that reside under these marine plants.

However, the delta is yet to receive the quantity of 
freshwater mandated by the Water Accord. This year, 
the river received more water, which helped the 
downstream �low, increasing hope in the hearts of 
�ishermen.These plants provide home to different 
marine species like �ish, shrimps and crabs. It also 
attracts bird species, both local and migratory, some 
of which stay there permanently, while others return 
back to their native lands after end of winter in March 
every year. Apart from this, these marine forests are 
considered natural shields along the coast that help 
avoid natural calamities, like cyclones and tsunamis. 
However, the mangroves have shrunk alarmingly, 
exposing communities residing along the entire coast, 
including Karachi city, to disasters. The reduction of 
mangroves cover, reportedly started from 1966 to 
1998, because of unavailability or shortage of river 
�low. It has had negative impacts on the mangroves 
ecosystem. The community people said the river �low 
used to bring more quantity of silt with it through 
different creeks, which have made the delta. Now they 
want the government authorities and those involved 
in forest restoration to save the delta, which provides 
livelihoods to those living along the system. (Credits: 
The News)

PQA Doing Brilliant Job in Handling Cargo Ships

Apri 21, Port Qasim Authority (PQA) has done an 
admirable job to handle over 140 cargo ships last 

month which is highest number compared to any 
other month in this �inancial year. PQA continues at 
same pace during April and is likely to improve its 
performance of last month. PQA is operating under 
Special COVID-19 SOPs and ships carrying LNG, edible 
& other oils, coal, commodities continue to berth, 
unloaded and transported across the country. Export 
related cargo also continues to be handled via PQA. 
Maritime Minister Ali Zaidi has praised PQA perfor-
mance in a tweet to handle more Cargo ships during 
the corona pandemic compared to any other time 
despite adverse operating conditions globally. Minis-
try of Maritime Affairs had issued special operating 
manuals for PQA and Karachi Port Trust (KPT) in mid 
March for safety of personnel and continuity of opera-
tions. Ports have critical importance in country’s 
economic lifeline as 90% of trade is seaborne. (Cred-
its: The News)

KPT Grants 15-Day Free Storage for Cargoes Amid 
Lockdown

April 22, Karachi Port Trust (KPT) has granted import-
ers free access to its storage spaces for two weeks to 
lessen their demurrage burden that swells due to lack 
of transportation amid lockdown.

Minister for Maritime Affairs Ali Zaidi said the deci-
sion was taken in view of hardships being faced by 
businesses due to COVID-19. “KPT will also allow the 
terminal operating companies (TOCs) to utilise KPT 
storage area to accommodate excessive containers 
subject to availability of space,” Zaidi said in a tweet. 
TOCs will be additionally allowed to utilise KPT land 
till May 15 for the containers landing between March 
25 and April 30, 2020. The federal cabinet extended 
the free time to provide relief to the business commu-
nity. (Credits: The News)

Zaidi Appreciates Port Qasim and Karachi Port 
Trust for Outstanding Performance

April 24, Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Ali 
Haider Zaidi said a record number of 140 vessels were 
handled at Port Qasim during March, highest number 
in past nine months despite COVID-19 pandemic 
which brought halt in activities in many of the region-
al ports. He appreciated the administration as well as 

workers associated with Port Qasim Authority, Kara-
chi Port Trust and Pakistan National Shipping Corpo-
ration for their commitment towards the national 
cause and ef�iciently braving the challenge.

He also appreciated private terminal companies, 
operational in the two parts, for supplementing the 
cause with the hope that they could further contribute 
to the needed relief to the importers using their facili-
ties urging private shipping lines to play their due role 
facilitating the traders who hold years old relation-
ship with them and in the given global scenario 
needed to be extended due concession. (Credits: Busi-
ness Recorder)

Pakistan Navy Successfully Tested Anti-Ship 
Missiles in Arabian Sea

 

April 25, Pakistan Navy has successfully demonstrated 
�iring of anti-ship missiles in the north Arabian Sea. 
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Zafar Mahmood 
Abbasi observed the �iring of missiles. Pakistan Navy 
warships and aircraft �ired anti-ship missiles at sea 
level. The Naval Chief said that the Pakistan Navy was 
fully capable of responding to the aggression of 
enemy. (Credits: Daily Times)



Virus Forces Fishing Ban Near Gwadar

 

April 2,  Authorities of coastal district Gwadar have 
banned �ishing in the Arabian Sea in view of the coro-
navirus pandemic. Gwadar Deputy Commissioner 
retired Captain Mohammad Waseem has urged the 
�ishermen community to show responsibility and not 
violate his government’s orders. He said in order to 
prevent coronavirus from spreading in Gwadar, local 
�ishermen should join hands with the administration 
by not holding public gatherings.  He explained that all 
decisions are being taken in best interest of the people 
of Gwadar and Instead of �ishing in the sea �ishermen 
should stay at their homes during the lockdown. He 
ordered release of all �ishermen who had been 
detained by Levies force for violating the lockdown 
after screening and testing them for coronavirus. 
(Credits:Dawn)

Pakistan Navy, ANF Jointly Seize 100kg of Heroin 
in Sea Raid

 

April 3, Pakistan Navy along with of�icials of Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) seized a huge cache of heroin100 
kilograms of ice-drug during a sea operation. A joint 
intelligence-based operation was conducted by the 
Pakistan Navy and the Anti-Narcotics Force at Pishu-
kan near Jiwani, Balochistan. A PMSA vessel located 
and subsequently approached a suspicious fast speed 

boat of suspected smugglers, seized the drugs and 
impounded the boat.The value of narcotics in the 
international market was estimated to be approxi-
mately Rs2.2 billion. The narcotics were handed over 
to the Anti-Narcotics Force for further legal proceed-
ings. (Credits:ARY News)

Keel-Laying Ceremony Held for 2nd Missile Frig-
ate for Pakistan Navy in China

April 3, The keel-laying ceremony for the second Type 
054A/P missile frigate, destined for the Pakistani 
Navy, was held at the Hudong–Zhonghua Shipyard in 
Shanghai, China. The of�icials from the Pakistan Navy 
and the Hudong Zhonghua Shipbuilding Group 
attended the ceremony. The Type 054A multi-purpose 
guided-missile frigate is the backbone type of the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy, with 30 
vessels in commission. 

Pakistan signed the �irst contract of two Type 054A/P 
frigates, an export version of the Type 054A, in 2017 
and purchased two more ships in June 2018. The steel 
cutting ceremony for the �inal two ships took place in 
last November. All four frigates will be manufactured 
in China and delivered to the Pakistan Navy in 2021. 
Once built, these warships will become the most tech-
nologically advanced platforms of the Pakistani Navy, 
which will enhance its combat capability to meet 
future challenges and maintain peace, stability, and 
balance of power in the Indian Ocean. (Credits:APP)

Pak Navy Seizes 100kg Of Crystal Meth

April 4, The Pakistan Navy in a joint operation with the 
Pakistan Customs Intelligence have recovered a huge 
cache of crystal meth approximately 100 
kilogrammes. Navy personnel carried out an offshore 
intelligence-based operation with the Pakistan 
Customs in the Ibrahim Hyderi area near Bin Qasim. 
The drug seized was worth around Rs1.6 billion and it 
was handed over to the Pakistan Customs Intelligence 
for the initiation of legal proceedings. The successful 
execution of the joint anti-narcotics operation was a 
result of prolonged surveillance and operational coor-
dination demonstrating the navy’s effective monitor-
ing of the coastline. (Credits: The News)

FBR Tells Shipping Lines to Withdraw Charges

April 4, The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) on Friday 
issued instructions to shipping lines and shipping 
agents to allow waiver of delay and detention charges 
during lockdown to contain the coronavirus.The 
customs authorities said that Pakistan was currently 
facing a great challenge to address the issue of spread 
of COVID-19.  As a result of lockdown and restriction 
of movement of people / vehicle, the time duration of 
lifting the cargo from ports was exceeding the 
free-time as allowed to the importers under normal 
course of business. The FBR issued similar instruc-
tions to container terminal operators on March 31, 
2020 to waive demurrage and detention charges in 
order to facilitate importers and trade community in 
this dif�icult time.

The association said that terminals would choke if the 
government fails to take timely decision. It said that 
imports related to prevention of coronavirus might 
not have place to berth due to huge backlog.In order 
to clear backlog on faster pace, it suggested waiver or 
relaxation of port charges in coordination of KPT/Port 
Qasim authorities and port terminals with no delay. It 
further suggested waiver/relaxation in shipping 
charges, especially on rented containers. (Credits: The 
News)

Containers Pile Up at Port as Export Orders 
Cancelled

April 5, Export containers are piling up at Karachi 
ports since March 22 owing to non-availability of 
shipping lines and order deferments from buyers. The 
Karachi Port, which handled 76 per cent of total 
export cargo, has seen a decline of 31pc in shipments 
of export containers between March 22 to April 3. The 
broader reasons of decline are listed as cancellation of 
orders from buyers and diminished availability of 
ships.Data compiled by Pakistan Customs shows that 
the total export containers shipped between March 22 
till April 3 was 12,690 containers whereas the total 
export containers that reached the port is 19,625, 
leaving a stock of 6,935 containers at the port. 

Exports from eastern border are almost zero as Paki-
stan has already suspended exports to Indian at 

Wagha border. In the wake of coronavirus outbreak, 
the western borders—Chaman and Torkham were 
also closed for export to Afghanistan and onward 
Central Asian States. Similarly, Taftan border stations 
with Iran were also closed for trade with Iran.Accord-
ing to customs data, only 15pc export cargo through 
air is going from the country. “Air freight units export 
are badly effected due to air space closure and only 
few freighters are going from Pakistan”, said a 
customs of�icial.The coronavirus outbreak also led to 
closure of transit cargo via Pakistan. (Credits:Dawn)

Pak Navy Distributes Ration Among Deserving 
Families in Different Parts of Country

 

April 5, Pakistan Navy distributed ration among thou-
sands of deserving families in different parts of the 
country, including coastal and creek areas. The ration 
was distributed among low income employees of 
various organizations in Karachi as well as �ishermen 
of suburbs. Besides, residents of shanty towns in 
Islamabad and Lahore were provided with essential 
items. The Pakistan Navy is also actively playing its 
role in the awareness campaign against the Coronavi-
rus pandemic in addition to serving humanity. (Cred-
its: The Nation)

Gwadar Port Stays Largely Unaffected by Global 
Pandemic

April 6,  Despite the prevailing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Gwadar Port a major project under the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is functioning well. 
It is pertinent to mention that a large number of 
projects under the BRI employ a limited number of 
Chinese staff and rely on local employees for most 
roles. According to the latest head count, there are 
two Chinese employees and 140 Pakistani employees 

working at Gwadar Port. The port’s operations have 
not halted. The source further said that while there is 
no negative impact on the port’s operations, it cannot 
remain unaffected by the impact the coronavirus has 
had on global shipping. Business development to 
attract foreign investors has also come to a temporary 
halt. The port itself has been sealed off for outsiders 
and the number of non-essential visits have been cut 
to a minimum. However, the pandemic is unlikely to 
have a long-term impact on the port’s development, 
which is measured on a scale of years rather than 
months.(Credits:Business Recorder)

Pakistan Coast Guards Screened 4,256 Fishermen 
for COVID-19

April 7, The Pakistan Cost Guards (PCG) have so far 
conducted screening of 4,256 �ishermen who had 
been �ishing in the open sea in 284 boats along the 
Pakistani coastline to detect the cases of the novel 
coronavirus among them. The PCG DG informed the 
governor that after the screening, four suspected 
cases of coronavirus among the �ishermen were 
referred to a hospital in Gwadar. He said 20 small and 
big boats and 600 personnel of the coast guards had 
been active to prevent the spread of coronavirus 
among the �ishermen communities. Brig Qamar told 
the governor that the coast guards had also distribut-
ed rations among 730 families of �ishermen in view of 
their hardships due to the lockdown regime. He said 
�ishermen associated with small-scale �isheries had 
been allowed to do �ishing activities up to �ive nautical 
miles through the use of small �ishing boats in view of 
their economic hardships due to the lockdown. (Cred-
its: The News)

Whale Specimen From Pakistan to Help Assess Its 
Longevity

 

April 7, Data from atomic bomb tests conducted 
during the Cold War have helped scientists accurately 

age the world’s biggest �ish, according to a BBC report. 
According to a study published in the journal Fron-
tiers in Marine Science, whale sharks can live an 
incredibly long time.Whale sharks are both the 
biggest �ish and the biggest sharks in existence.Grow-
ing up to 18m in length, and weighing on average of 
about 20 tonnes, their distinctive white spotted 
colouration makes them easily recognisable. However, 
the species is now classi�ied as endangered because of 
over-�ishing in places like Thailand and the Philip-
pines. (Credits:Dawn)

Fishermen in Coastal Villages Receive Rations, Aid

 
April 8, The �ishermen residing in the coastal areas of 
Sindh were given rations and monetary aid as per the 
directives of Fishermen Cooperative Society (FCS) 
chairperson Hafeez Abdul Bar, to help them pull 
through the �inancial crunch in the wake of a coun-
try-wide lockdown.Speaking in this regard, Bar, who 
was supervising the distribution, said, “We have been 
trying to reach the �ishermen in all remote areas along 
the coastal belt for rations and money distribution.”He 
has directed FCS director Asif Bhatti to oversee the 
disbursement in Baba and Bhit, Shams Pir, Mubarak 
Village and Younisabad, and ensure that all needing 
help are provided assistance. (Credits: Express Trib-
une)

IT Ministry Approves 11 Projects Worth Rs11.5b

 
 

April 8, The Ministry of Information Technology and 
Telecommunication has approved 11 projects worth 
Rs11.52 billion which include the establishment of an 
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optic �ibre base communication link between Karachi 
and Gwadar along coastal highway. The Departmental 
Development Working Party (DDWP) of the Ministry 
of IT and Telecommunication gave the go-ahead to the 
projects, in a meeting chaired by IT Secretary Shoaib 
Ahmad Siddiqui, for �inancial year 2020-21. (Credits: 
Express Tribune)
 
Navy Extending Humanitarian Assistance During 
Lockdown

April 10, Pakistan Navy is extending nationwide 
humanitarian assistance to aggrieved families during 
current coronavirus pandemic and distributed 
food/commodities & Personal Protective Equipment 
at various cities/towns and hospitals across Pakistan. 
Thousands of ration bags carrying food items/sup-
plies were distributed to needy families residing at 
Ibrahim Haydri area at Karachi. Besides, in other 
major cities of Punjab including Lahore, Faisalabad, 
Multan, Bahawalpur and Muzaffargarh ration bags 
were also distributed.(Credits: Business Recorder)

ANF Busts Smuggling Attempt, Rs7 Billion Worth 
Drugs Seized

 

April 11, Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) Intelligence 
operation helped bust an unprecedented 7 billion 
rupees worth of drug smuggling attempt. A total of 
700 kilograms of high-grade heroin and 80 kilograms 
of opium/cocaine was seized in the operation. It was 
revealed that the operation took place at Port Qasim 
International Container Terminal in Karachi. (Cred-
its:ARY News)

Govt Orders Halt to Fishing Related Activities at 
Karachi Harbour to Stem Virus 

April 12, The Government of Sindh ordered that all 

�ishing related activities will remain suspended at 
Karachi Fish Harbour till further orders to contain the 
spread of the coronavirus.

“There has been no observance of SOPs for social 
distancing and there has been an increase in the 
number of Corona Virus cases (COVID-19) in Sindh, 
which are expected to rise expeditiously, the Govern-
ment of Sindh, in exercise of powers conferred under 
Section 3 of the Sindh Epidemic Disease Act, 2014, is 
to cease all the �ishing related activities at Karachi 
Fish Harbor Authority,” read a noti�ication.The 
government warned that any person found disobey-
ing any of “the above restriction or orders/directions 
made under this Order shall be deemed to have an 
offence punishable under Section 188 of Pakistan 
Penal Code as mention in Section 4 of the Act ibid.” 
(Credits:ARY News)

Ceasing’ Activities Termed as Ban on Seafood 
Export

April 13, Seafood exporters termed the Sindh govern-
ment's ‘ceasing' of all �ishing related activities at the 
�ish harbour as ‘ban' on �isheries export, fearing the 
move will yield �inancial losses to the processing 
units. However, the exporters feared that a closure of 
seafood processing units will virtually close the coun-
try's �isheries export to the world market due to the 
government's sudden move. The  factories have ready 
stocks of seafood for export, which needs shipment to 
the world markets but cannot be possible under the 
new government's order. “Factories have many export 
orders and stock in hand," exporters added.

Pakistan's export of seafood grew by 12.35 percent to 

$278.637 million in July-Feb 2019-20. Increase in 
seafood export now stands at $30.637 million in 
July-Feb 2019-20 from $248 million in July-Feb 
2018-19, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics shows. Export 
volume of seafood also went up by 5 percent or 6440 
metric tons to 114,865 metric tons in July-Feb 
2019-20 from 108,425 metric tons in July-Feb 
2018-19. Down by 17.08 percent or $5.251 million, 
seafood export declined to $25.495 million in Feb 
2020 from $30.746 million in Feb 2019. The country 
exported 11,504 metric tons of seafood in Feb 2020, 
which is low by 15 percent or 2002 metric tons, from 
13,506 metric tons in Feb 2019. (Credits:Business 
Recorder)

Biggest Ever Ship Docks at Karachi Port

 

April 15, The biggest ship, in terms of capacity, to have 
ever docket at Karachi Port was moored at the port.  
The ship was docked at South Asia Pakistan Termi-
nals. According to the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) 
administration, the ship, named South Hampton 
Express, having the capacity to carry 12,600 contain-
ers, arrived in Karachi from Abu Dhabi. The length of 
the ship is 366.1 meters, beam is 48.3 meters long and 
it depth is 14.8 meters. It will be used for shipping 
2,000 containers from the port. all possible and neces-
sary arrangement were made at the port as per KPT 
chairman’s directives and the staff and workers of the 
ships were inspected according to the guidelines 
issued by the government. The port is regularly disin-
fected so that the trade is not affected. (Credits: 
Express Tribune)

Ministry of Maritime Affairs All Set to Harness 
Potential in Deep Sea Fishing

 

April 18, The Ministry of Maritime Affairs is all set to 
harness the potential in deep sea �ishing by providing 
access to cost effective and state of the art equipment 
to Pakistani �ishermen. Fisheries Development Com-
missioner Dr. Sa�ia Mushtaq gave a presentation to 
Minister for Maritime Affairs Syed Ali Haider Zaidi. 
Vessel Monitoring Systems is an integral element of 
monitoring, control and surveillance programs at the 
national and international level. Once installed, the 
�ishermen currently operating from coastal areas of 
the province of Sindh and Balochistan, will get bene-
�itted the most. It  will help in monitoring and regulat-
ing the �ishing activities, which will result an increase 
in the revenues of both the individual �ishermen and 
the industry as a whole. As the �irst step in the mod-
ernization of industry, the said technology will open 
new avenues of development and sustainability in the 
�ishing industry of Pakistan. (Credts: Radio Pakistan)

Karachi Fishermen Allowed to Resume Work 
Under Strict SOPs

April 19, The Sindh government has allowed the 
�ishermen of Karachi to resume work under strict 
SOPs issued by the administration. In a noti�ication 
issued on Sunday, the government instructed Karachi 
Fish Harbor Authority and Fishermen Cooperative 
Society to ensure social distancing being practised. 
The authority has to provide masks, gloves and sani-
tiser to all �ishermen and employees. Authorities will 
also have to manage traf�ic to ensure there isn’t any 
rush at the harbour. Fishermen will be allowed to go 
for a catch from 5 PM to 6 AM and will have to clean 
their boats and ships before and after unloading. 
According to the noti�ication, not more than four 

people will be allowed to be in a single boat at the 
same time. Anyone found violating the law will be 
punished under Section 4 of the Sindh Epidemic 
Disease Control Act, 2014. 

 
Previously, the government had shut down businesses 
and industries as part of precautionary measures to 
contain the novel coronavirus. Pakistan's export of 
seafood grew by 12.35 percent to $278.637 million in 
July-Feb 2019-20. Increase in seafood export now 
stands at $30.637 million in July-Feb 2019-20 from 
$248 million in July-Feb 2018-19, Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics shows. (Credits: Pakistan Today)

Pakistan Opens Afghan Trade Through Gwadar 
Port

April 20,  The government of Pakistan has allowed 
import of Afghan bulk cargoes under Afghanistan 
Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement through Gwadar 
Port. “For the sake of ef�icient and cost-effective oper-
ationalisation of the Gwadar Port and the West-
ern-Corridor of the CPEC, the import of Afghan 
bulk-cargo of wheat, sugar, and fertilizer at the 
Gwadar Port and onward transit to Afghanistan shall 
be permitted,” said an of�ice memorandum issued by 
the Ministry of Commerce on April 17, 2020 regarding 
the implementation of the Import and Export Policy 
Orders through shipping procedure and instructions 
for operationalisation of the Gwadar Port. 

The Customs authorities shall take necessary and cost 
ef�icient measures to ensure the en route security of 
the cargo. The Gwadar Port had started handling tran-
sit cargo to and from Afghanistan. Pakistan handles 
around 48 percent of total Afghan exports and 
approximately 60 percent of Afghan transit trade goes 
through the Torkham border. However, now the bulk 
supply of sugar, wheat and fertilizer through Gwadar 
port will increase traf�ic at Gwadar port besides 
decreasing the load of work at Karachi port. It will 
also reduce the cost and time for the transportation of 
the commodities to Afghanistan. (Credits: The Nation)

Pakistan Navy Launches Mangroves Plantation 
Campaign 2020 for 'Green Pakistan'
 
April 21, Pakistan Navy in line with the Govt of Paki-
stan’s vision of “Clean and Green Pakistan” launched 
the �ifth consecutive campaign on Mangroves Planta-
tion in the Coastal Areas of Sindh and Balochistan 
provinces.  Commander Coast, Vice Admiral Faisal 
Rasool Lodhi graced the occasion as Chief Guest and 
inaugurated Pakistan Navy Mangroves Plantation 
Campaign 2020 by planting sapling of Mangroves at 
Port Bin Qasim area. This year Campaign entails an 
effort to plant over 3 million mangroves in the Coastal 
Areas of Sindh and Balochistan provinces.

Mangroves are vital to coastal ecosystem, prevention 
of sea intrusion and sustainment of marine life.  
Unfortunately over the years, Mangroves along the 
Pakistani coast have lessened due to negligence and 
apathy of all concerned.  Being a major stakeholder of 
the maritime domain and realizing the importance of 
mangroves for marine life, Pakistan Navy has taken a 
major initiative to revive Mangrove forests all along 
the coast. Realizing the importance of Mangroves 
forests in combating pollution, countering coastal 
erosion and providing a number of economic and 

�inancial opportunities to coastal communities, Paki-
stan Navy in line with the vision of the Federal 
Government regularly under takes Mangroves Planta-
tion Campaigns.  In last 4 years, since the beginning of 
the mangrove plantation, Pakistan Navy has planted 
over 6 million mangroves all along the coastal belt of 
Sindh and Balochistan. (Credits: The Nation)

BU Donates to COVID-19 Relief Fund

 

April 21, Bahria University has lined-up its resources 
to counter implications of coronavirus across the 
country. In this perspective, Bahria University Man-
agement including of�icers and faculty across Pakistan 
have donated one day's salary to the PM COVID 19 
Relief Fund to help �ight the coronavirus outbreak in 
the country. Bahria University being dedicated to 
encourage community services was one of the �irst to 
have contributed in this noble cause considering it a 
national obligation. Beside the generous monetary 
contribution,  Bahria University is also extending 
nationwide humanitarian assistance to aggrieved 
families. Students of BU, Islamabad Lahore & Karachi 
campuses, keeping safety measures are actively 
involved in relief work. Large number of ration packs 
containing basic food items for a month are being 
distributed to underprivileged families. (Credits: The 
News)

Fishermen Have High Hopes from Freshwater 
Flow in Delta

April 21,  Natural custodians of the mangrove forests 
along the coast are hopeful that early �low of water 
from the River Indus to the sea will bene�it the delta 
ecosystem. Mangrove scientists believe that timely 
river water �low to the delta helps natural seed 
growth on mangroves, which helps the dependent 

marine species thrive as well. Mangroves grow best in 
coastal saline and brackish water.

Fayyaz Rasool, manager Marine Pollution Control 
Department at Karachi Port Trust (KPT), said the river 
�lows in to the delta through its creeks in Thatta and 
Sujawal districts, and the freshwater helps dilute the 
salinity in seawaters. Presently, mangrove forests 
exist along the coast of Sindh on saline mud. Growth of 
these essential trees and shrubs is threatened when 
the river water �low is low. Rasool calls it the weather 
system change this year, in which winter continued up 
till the end of March instead of mid-February. After 
several years, the delta has received freshwater of the 
River Indus, which will support the dependent biodi-
versity, not just mangroves, but also valuable �ish 
species that reside under these marine plants.

However, the delta is yet to receive the quantity of 
freshwater mandated by the Water Accord. This year, 
the river received more water, which helped the 
downstream �low, increasing hope in the hearts of 
�ishermen.These plants provide home to different 
marine species like �ish, shrimps and crabs. It also 
attracts bird species, both local and migratory, some 
of which stay there permanently, while others return 
back to their native lands after end of winter in March 
every year. Apart from this, these marine forests are 
considered natural shields along the coast that help 
avoid natural calamities, like cyclones and tsunamis. 
However, the mangroves have shrunk alarmingly, 
exposing communities residing along the entire coast, 
including Karachi city, to disasters. The reduction of 
mangroves cover, reportedly started from 1966 to 
1998, because of unavailability or shortage of river 
�low. It has had negative impacts on the mangroves 
ecosystem. The community people said the river �low 
used to bring more quantity of silt with it through 
different creeks, which have made the delta. Now they 
want the government authorities and those involved 
in forest restoration to save the delta, which provides 
livelihoods to those living along the system. (Credits: 
The News)

PQA Doing Brilliant Job in Handling Cargo Ships

Apri 21, Port Qasim Authority (PQA) has done an 
admirable job to handle over 140 cargo ships last 

month which is highest number compared to any 
other month in this �inancial year. PQA continues at 
same pace during April and is likely to improve its 
performance of last month. PQA is operating under 
Special COVID-19 SOPs and ships carrying LNG, edible 
& other oils, coal, commodities continue to berth, 
unloaded and transported across the country. Export 
related cargo also continues to be handled via PQA. 
Maritime Minister Ali Zaidi has praised PQA perfor-
mance in a tweet to handle more Cargo ships during 
the corona pandemic compared to any other time 
despite adverse operating conditions globally. Minis-
try of Maritime Affairs had issued special operating 
manuals for PQA and Karachi Port Trust (KPT) in mid 
March for safety of personnel and continuity of opera-
tions. Ports have critical importance in country’s 
economic lifeline as 90% of trade is seaborne. (Cred-
its: The News)

KPT Grants 15-Day Free Storage for Cargoes Amid 
Lockdown

April 22, Karachi Port Trust (KPT) has granted import-
ers free access to its storage spaces for two weeks to 
lessen their demurrage burden that swells due to lack 
of transportation amid lockdown.

Minister for Maritime Affairs Ali Zaidi said the deci-
sion was taken in view of hardships being faced by 
businesses due to COVID-19. “KPT will also allow the 
terminal operating companies (TOCs) to utilise KPT 
storage area to accommodate excessive containers 
subject to availability of space,” Zaidi said in a tweet. 
TOCs will be additionally allowed to utilise KPT land 
till May 15 for the containers landing between March 
25 and April 30, 2020. The federal cabinet extended 
the free time to provide relief to the business commu-
nity. (Credits: The News)

Zaidi Appreciates Port Qasim and Karachi Port 
Trust for Outstanding Performance

April 24, Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Ali 
Haider Zaidi said a record number of 140 vessels were 
handled at Port Qasim during March, highest number 
in past nine months despite COVID-19 pandemic 
which brought halt in activities in many of the region-
al ports. He appreciated the administration as well as 

workers associated with Port Qasim Authority, Kara-
chi Port Trust and Pakistan National Shipping Corpo-
ration for their commitment towards the national 
cause and ef�iciently braving the challenge.

He also appreciated private terminal companies, 
operational in the two parts, for supplementing the 
cause with the hope that they could further contribute 
to the needed relief to the importers using their facili-
ties urging private shipping lines to play their due role 
facilitating the traders who hold years old relation-
ship with them and in the given global scenario 
needed to be extended due concession. (Credits: Busi-
ness Recorder)

Pakistan Navy Successfully Tested Anti-Ship 
Missiles in Arabian Sea

 

April 25, Pakistan Navy has successfully demonstrated 
�iring of anti-ship missiles in the north Arabian Sea. 
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Zafar Mahmood 
Abbasi observed the �iring of missiles. Pakistan Navy 
warships and aircraft �ired anti-ship missiles at sea 
level. The Naval Chief said that the Pakistan Navy was 
fully capable of responding to the aggression of 
enemy. (Credits: Daily Times)



Virus Forces Fishing Ban Near Gwadar

 

April 2,  Authorities of coastal district Gwadar have 
banned �ishing in the Arabian Sea in view of the coro-
navirus pandemic. Gwadar Deputy Commissioner 
retired Captain Mohammad Waseem has urged the 
�ishermen community to show responsibility and not 
violate his government’s orders. He said in order to 
prevent coronavirus from spreading in Gwadar, local 
�ishermen should join hands with the administration 
by not holding public gatherings.  He explained that all 
decisions are being taken in best interest of the people 
of Gwadar and Instead of �ishing in the sea �ishermen 
should stay at their homes during the lockdown. He 
ordered release of all �ishermen who had been 
detained by Levies force for violating the lockdown 
after screening and testing them for coronavirus. 
(Credits:Dawn)

Pakistan Navy, ANF Jointly Seize 100kg of Heroin 
in Sea Raid

 

April 3, Pakistan Navy along with of�icials of Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) seized a huge cache of heroin100 
kilograms of ice-drug during a sea operation. A joint 
intelligence-based operation was conducted by the 
Pakistan Navy and the Anti-Narcotics Force at Pishu-
kan near Jiwani, Balochistan. A PMSA vessel located 
and subsequently approached a suspicious fast speed 

boat of suspected smugglers, seized the drugs and 
impounded the boat.The value of narcotics in the 
international market was estimated to be approxi-
mately Rs2.2 billion. The narcotics were handed over 
to the Anti-Narcotics Force for further legal proceed-
ings. (Credits:ARY News)

Keel-Laying Ceremony Held for 2nd Missile Frig-
ate for Pakistan Navy in China

April 3, The keel-laying ceremony for the second Type 
054A/P missile frigate, destined for the Pakistani 
Navy, was held at the Hudong–Zhonghua Shipyard in 
Shanghai, China. The of�icials from the Pakistan Navy 
and the Hudong Zhonghua Shipbuilding Group 
attended the ceremony. The Type 054A multi-purpose 
guided-missile frigate is the backbone type of the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy, with 30 
vessels in commission. 

Pakistan signed the �irst contract of two Type 054A/P 
frigates, an export version of the Type 054A, in 2017 
and purchased two more ships in June 2018. The steel 
cutting ceremony for the �inal two ships took place in 
last November. All four frigates will be manufactured 
in China and delivered to the Pakistan Navy in 2021. 
Once built, these warships will become the most tech-
nologically advanced platforms of the Pakistani Navy, 
which will enhance its combat capability to meet 
future challenges and maintain peace, stability, and 
balance of power in the Indian Ocean. (Credits:APP)

Pak Navy Seizes 100kg Of Crystal Meth

April 4, The Pakistan Navy in a joint operation with the 
Pakistan Customs Intelligence have recovered a huge 
cache of crystal meth approximately 100 
kilogrammes. Navy personnel carried out an offshore 
intelligence-based operation with the Pakistan 
Customs in the Ibrahim Hyderi area near Bin Qasim. 
The drug seized was worth around Rs1.6 billion and it 
was handed over to the Pakistan Customs Intelligence 
for the initiation of legal proceedings. The successful 
execution of the joint anti-narcotics operation was a 
result of prolonged surveillance and operational coor-
dination demonstrating the navy’s effective monitor-
ing of the coastline. (Credits: The News)

FBR Tells Shipping Lines to Withdraw Charges

April 4, The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) on Friday 
issued instructions to shipping lines and shipping 
agents to allow waiver of delay and detention charges 
during lockdown to contain the coronavirus.The 
customs authorities said that Pakistan was currently 
facing a great challenge to address the issue of spread 
of COVID-19.  As a result of lockdown and restriction 
of movement of people / vehicle, the time duration of 
lifting the cargo from ports was exceeding the 
free-time as allowed to the importers under normal 
course of business. The FBR issued similar instruc-
tions to container terminal operators on March 31, 
2020 to waive demurrage and detention charges in 
order to facilitate importers and trade community in 
this dif�icult time.

The association said that terminals would choke if the 
government fails to take timely decision. It said that 
imports related to prevention of coronavirus might 
not have place to berth due to huge backlog.In order 
to clear backlog on faster pace, it suggested waiver or 
relaxation of port charges in coordination of KPT/Port 
Qasim authorities and port terminals with no delay. It 
further suggested waiver/relaxation in shipping 
charges, especially on rented containers. (Credits: The 
News)

Containers Pile Up at Port as Export Orders 
Cancelled

April 5, Export containers are piling up at Karachi 
ports since March 22 owing to non-availability of 
shipping lines and order deferments from buyers. The 
Karachi Port, which handled 76 per cent of total 
export cargo, has seen a decline of 31pc in shipments 
of export containers between March 22 to April 3. The 
broader reasons of decline are listed as cancellation of 
orders from buyers and diminished availability of 
ships.Data compiled by Pakistan Customs shows that 
the total export containers shipped between March 22 
till April 3 was 12,690 containers whereas the total 
export containers that reached the port is 19,625, 
leaving a stock of 6,935 containers at the port. 

Exports from eastern border are almost zero as Paki-
stan has already suspended exports to Indian at 

Wagha border. In the wake of coronavirus outbreak, 
the western borders—Chaman and Torkham were 
also closed for export to Afghanistan and onward 
Central Asian States. Similarly, Taftan border stations 
with Iran were also closed for trade with Iran.Accord-
ing to customs data, only 15pc export cargo through 
air is going from the country. “Air freight units export 
are badly effected due to air space closure and only 
few freighters are going from Pakistan”, said a 
customs of�icial.The coronavirus outbreak also led to 
closure of transit cargo via Pakistan. (Credits:Dawn)

Pak Navy Distributes Ration Among Deserving 
Families in Different Parts of Country

 

April 5, Pakistan Navy distributed ration among thou-
sands of deserving families in different parts of the 
country, including coastal and creek areas. The ration 
was distributed among low income employees of 
various organizations in Karachi as well as �ishermen 
of suburbs. Besides, residents of shanty towns in 
Islamabad and Lahore were provided with essential 
items. The Pakistan Navy is also actively playing its 
role in the awareness campaign against the Coronavi-
rus pandemic in addition to serving humanity. (Cred-
its: The Nation)

Gwadar Port Stays Largely Unaffected by Global 
Pandemic

April 6,  Despite the prevailing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Gwadar Port a major project under the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is functioning well. 
It is pertinent to mention that a large number of 
projects under the BRI employ a limited number of 
Chinese staff and rely on local employees for most 
roles. According to the latest head count, there are 
two Chinese employees and 140 Pakistani employees 

working at Gwadar Port. The port’s operations have 
not halted. The source further said that while there is 
no negative impact on the port’s operations, it cannot 
remain unaffected by the impact the coronavirus has 
had on global shipping. Business development to 
attract foreign investors has also come to a temporary 
halt. The port itself has been sealed off for outsiders 
and the number of non-essential visits have been cut 
to a minimum. However, the pandemic is unlikely to 
have a long-term impact on the port’s development, 
which is measured on a scale of years rather than 
months.(Credits:Business Recorder)

Pakistan Coast Guards Screened 4,256 Fishermen 
for COVID-19

April 7, The Pakistan Cost Guards (PCG) have so far 
conducted screening of 4,256 �ishermen who had 
been �ishing in the open sea in 284 boats along the 
Pakistani coastline to detect the cases of the novel 
coronavirus among them. The PCG DG informed the 
governor that after the screening, four suspected 
cases of coronavirus among the �ishermen were 
referred to a hospital in Gwadar. He said 20 small and 
big boats and 600 personnel of the coast guards had 
been active to prevent the spread of coronavirus 
among the �ishermen communities. Brig Qamar told 
the governor that the coast guards had also distribut-
ed rations among 730 families of �ishermen in view of 
their hardships due to the lockdown regime. He said 
�ishermen associated with small-scale �isheries had 
been allowed to do �ishing activities up to �ive nautical 
miles through the use of small �ishing boats in view of 
their economic hardships due to the lockdown. (Cred-
its: The News)

Whale Specimen From Pakistan to Help Assess Its 
Longevity

 

April 7, Data from atomic bomb tests conducted 
during the Cold War have helped scientists accurately 

age the world’s biggest �ish, according to a BBC report. 
According to a study published in the journal Fron-
tiers in Marine Science, whale sharks can live an 
incredibly long time.Whale sharks are both the 
biggest �ish and the biggest sharks in existence.Grow-
ing up to 18m in length, and weighing on average of 
about 20 tonnes, their distinctive white spotted 
colouration makes them easily recognisable. However, 
the species is now classi�ied as endangered because of 
over-�ishing in places like Thailand and the Philip-
pines. (Credits:Dawn)

Fishermen in Coastal Villages Receive Rations, Aid

 
April 8, The �ishermen residing in the coastal areas of 
Sindh were given rations and monetary aid as per the 
directives of Fishermen Cooperative Society (FCS) 
chairperson Hafeez Abdul Bar, to help them pull 
through the �inancial crunch in the wake of a coun-
try-wide lockdown.Speaking in this regard, Bar, who 
was supervising the distribution, said, “We have been 
trying to reach the �ishermen in all remote areas along 
the coastal belt for rations and money distribution.”He 
has directed FCS director Asif Bhatti to oversee the 
disbursement in Baba and Bhit, Shams Pir, Mubarak 
Village and Younisabad, and ensure that all needing 
help are provided assistance. (Credits: Express Trib-
une)

IT Ministry Approves 11 Projects Worth Rs11.5b

 
 

April 8, The Ministry of Information Technology and 
Telecommunication has approved 11 projects worth 
Rs11.52 billion which include the establishment of an 

optic �ibre base communication link between Karachi 
and Gwadar along coastal highway. The Departmental 
Development Working Party (DDWP) of the Ministry 
of IT and Telecommunication gave the go-ahead to the 
projects, in a meeting chaired by IT Secretary Shoaib 
Ahmad Siddiqui, for �inancial year 2020-21. (Credits: 
Express Tribune)
 
Navy Extending Humanitarian Assistance During 
Lockdown

April 10, Pakistan Navy is extending nationwide 
humanitarian assistance to aggrieved families during 
current coronavirus pandemic and distributed 
food/commodities & Personal Protective Equipment 
at various cities/towns and hospitals across Pakistan. 
Thousands of ration bags carrying food items/sup-
plies were distributed to needy families residing at 
Ibrahim Haydri area at Karachi. Besides, in other 
major cities of Punjab including Lahore, Faisalabad, 
Multan, Bahawalpur and Muzaffargarh ration bags 
were also distributed.(Credits: Business Recorder)

ANF Busts Smuggling Attempt, Rs7 Billion Worth 
Drugs Seized

 

April 11, Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) Intelligence 
operation helped bust an unprecedented 7 billion 
rupees worth of drug smuggling attempt. A total of 
700 kilograms of high-grade heroin and 80 kilograms 
of opium/cocaine was seized in the operation. It was 
revealed that the operation took place at Port Qasim 
International Container Terminal in Karachi. (Cred-
its:ARY News)

Govt Orders Halt to Fishing Related Activities at 
Karachi Harbour to Stem Virus 

April 12, The Government of Sindh ordered that all 

�ishing related activities will remain suspended at 
Karachi Fish Harbour till further orders to contain the 
spread of the coronavirus.

“There has been no observance of SOPs for social 
distancing and there has been an increase in the 
number of Corona Virus cases (COVID-19) in Sindh, 
which are expected to rise expeditiously, the Govern-
ment of Sindh, in exercise of powers conferred under 
Section 3 of the Sindh Epidemic Disease Act, 2014, is 
to cease all the �ishing related activities at Karachi 
Fish Harbor Authority,” read a noti�ication.The 
government warned that any person found disobey-
ing any of “the above restriction or orders/directions 
made under this Order shall be deemed to have an 
offence punishable under Section 188 of Pakistan 
Penal Code as mention in Section 4 of the Act ibid.” 
(Credits:ARY News)

Ceasing’ Activities Termed as Ban on Seafood 
Export

April 13, Seafood exporters termed the Sindh govern-
ment's ‘ceasing' of all �ishing related activities at the 
�ish harbour as ‘ban' on �isheries export, fearing the 
move will yield �inancial losses to the processing 
units. However, the exporters feared that a closure of 
seafood processing units will virtually close the coun-
try's �isheries export to the world market due to the 
government's sudden move. The  factories have ready 
stocks of seafood for export, which needs shipment to 
the world markets but cannot be possible under the 
new government's order. “Factories have many export 
orders and stock in hand," exporters added.

Pakistan's export of seafood grew by 12.35 percent to 
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$278.637 million in July-Feb 2019-20. Increase in 
seafood export now stands at $30.637 million in 
July-Feb 2019-20 from $248 million in July-Feb 
2018-19, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics shows. Export 
volume of seafood also went up by 5 percent or 6440 
metric tons to 114,865 metric tons in July-Feb 
2019-20 from 108,425 metric tons in July-Feb 
2018-19. Down by 17.08 percent or $5.251 million, 
seafood export declined to $25.495 million in Feb 
2020 from $30.746 million in Feb 2019. The country 
exported 11,504 metric tons of seafood in Feb 2020, 
which is low by 15 percent or 2002 metric tons, from 
13,506 metric tons in Feb 2019. (Credits:Business 
Recorder)

Biggest Ever Ship Docks at Karachi Port

 

April 15, The biggest ship, in terms of capacity, to have 
ever docket at Karachi Port was moored at the port.  
The ship was docked at South Asia Pakistan Termi-
nals. According to the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) 
administration, the ship, named South Hampton 
Express, having the capacity to carry 12,600 contain-
ers, arrived in Karachi from Abu Dhabi. The length of 
the ship is 366.1 meters, beam is 48.3 meters long and 
it depth is 14.8 meters. It will be used for shipping 
2,000 containers from the port. all possible and neces-
sary arrangement were made at the port as per KPT 
chairman’s directives and the staff and workers of the 
ships were inspected according to the guidelines 
issued by the government. The port is regularly disin-
fected so that the trade is not affected. (Credits: 
Express Tribune)

Ministry of Maritime Affairs All Set to Harness 
Potential in Deep Sea Fishing

 

April 18, The Ministry of Maritime Affairs is all set to 
harness the potential in deep sea �ishing by providing 
access to cost effective and state of the art equipment 
to Pakistani �ishermen. Fisheries Development Com-
missioner Dr. Sa�ia Mushtaq gave a presentation to 
Minister for Maritime Affairs Syed Ali Haider Zaidi. 
Vessel Monitoring Systems is an integral element of 
monitoring, control and surveillance programs at the 
national and international level. Once installed, the 
�ishermen currently operating from coastal areas of 
the province of Sindh and Balochistan, will get bene-
�itted the most. It  will help in monitoring and regulat-
ing the �ishing activities, which will result an increase 
in the revenues of both the individual �ishermen and 
the industry as a whole. As the �irst step in the mod-
ernization of industry, the said technology will open 
new avenues of development and sustainability in the 
�ishing industry of Pakistan. (Credts: Radio Pakistan)

Karachi Fishermen Allowed to Resume Work 
Under Strict SOPs

April 19, The Sindh government has allowed the 
�ishermen of Karachi to resume work under strict 
SOPs issued by the administration. In a noti�ication 
issued on Sunday, the government instructed Karachi 
Fish Harbor Authority and Fishermen Cooperative 
Society to ensure social distancing being practised. 
The authority has to provide masks, gloves and sani-
tiser to all �ishermen and employees. Authorities will 
also have to manage traf�ic to ensure there isn’t any 
rush at the harbour. Fishermen will be allowed to go 
for a catch from 5 PM to 6 AM and will have to clean 
their boats and ships before and after unloading. 
According to the noti�ication, not more than four 

people will be allowed to be in a single boat at the 
same time. Anyone found violating the law will be 
punished under Section 4 of the Sindh Epidemic 
Disease Control Act, 2014. 

 
Previously, the government had shut down businesses 
and industries as part of precautionary measures to 
contain the novel coronavirus. Pakistan's export of 
seafood grew by 12.35 percent to $278.637 million in 
July-Feb 2019-20. Increase in seafood export now 
stands at $30.637 million in July-Feb 2019-20 from 
$248 million in July-Feb 2018-19, Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics shows. (Credits: Pakistan Today)

Pakistan Opens Afghan Trade Through Gwadar 
Port

April 20,  The government of Pakistan has allowed 
import of Afghan bulk cargoes under Afghanistan 
Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement through Gwadar 
Port. “For the sake of ef�icient and cost-effective oper-
ationalisation of the Gwadar Port and the West-
ern-Corridor of the CPEC, the import of Afghan 
bulk-cargo of wheat, sugar, and fertilizer at the 
Gwadar Port and onward transit to Afghanistan shall 
be permitted,” said an of�ice memorandum issued by 
the Ministry of Commerce on April 17, 2020 regarding 
the implementation of the Import and Export Policy 
Orders through shipping procedure and instructions 
for operationalisation of the Gwadar Port. 

The Customs authorities shall take necessary and cost 
ef�icient measures to ensure the en route security of 
the cargo. The Gwadar Port had started handling tran-
sit cargo to and from Afghanistan. Pakistan handles 
around 48 percent of total Afghan exports and 
approximately 60 percent of Afghan transit trade goes 
through the Torkham border. However, now the bulk 
supply of sugar, wheat and fertilizer through Gwadar 
port will increase traf�ic at Gwadar port besides 
decreasing the load of work at Karachi port. It will 
also reduce the cost and time for the transportation of 
the commodities to Afghanistan. (Credits: The Nation)

Pakistan Navy Launches Mangroves Plantation 
Campaign 2020 for 'Green Pakistan'
 
April 21, Pakistan Navy in line with the Govt of Paki-
stan’s vision of “Clean and Green Pakistan” launched 
the �ifth consecutive campaign on Mangroves Planta-
tion in the Coastal Areas of Sindh and Balochistan 
provinces.  Commander Coast, Vice Admiral Faisal 
Rasool Lodhi graced the occasion as Chief Guest and 
inaugurated Pakistan Navy Mangroves Plantation 
Campaign 2020 by planting sapling of Mangroves at 
Port Bin Qasim area. This year Campaign entails an 
effort to plant over 3 million mangroves in the Coastal 
Areas of Sindh and Balochistan provinces.

Mangroves are vital to coastal ecosystem, prevention 
of sea intrusion and sustainment of marine life.  
Unfortunately over the years, Mangroves along the 
Pakistani coast have lessened due to negligence and 
apathy of all concerned.  Being a major stakeholder of 
the maritime domain and realizing the importance of 
mangroves for marine life, Pakistan Navy has taken a 
major initiative to revive Mangrove forests all along 
the coast. Realizing the importance of Mangroves 
forests in combating pollution, countering coastal 
erosion and providing a number of economic and 

�inancial opportunities to coastal communities, Paki-
stan Navy in line with the vision of the Federal 
Government regularly under takes Mangroves Planta-
tion Campaigns.  In last 4 years, since the beginning of 
the mangrove plantation, Pakistan Navy has planted 
over 6 million mangroves all along the coastal belt of 
Sindh and Balochistan. (Credits: The Nation)

BU Donates to COVID-19 Relief Fund

 

April 21, Bahria University has lined-up its resources 
to counter implications of coronavirus across the 
country. In this perspective, Bahria University Man-
agement including of�icers and faculty across Pakistan 
have donated one day's salary to the PM COVID 19 
Relief Fund to help �ight the coronavirus outbreak in 
the country. Bahria University being dedicated to 
encourage community services was one of the �irst to 
have contributed in this noble cause considering it a 
national obligation. Beside the generous monetary 
contribution,  Bahria University is also extending 
nationwide humanitarian assistance to aggrieved 
families. Students of BU, Islamabad Lahore & Karachi 
campuses, keeping safety measures are actively 
involved in relief work. Large number of ration packs 
containing basic food items for a month are being 
distributed to underprivileged families. (Credits: The 
News)

Fishermen Have High Hopes from Freshwater 
Flow in Delta

April 21,  Natural custodians of the mangrove forests 
along the coast are hopeful that early �low of water 
from the River Indus to the sea will bene�it the delta 
ecosystem. Mangrove scientists believe that timely 
river water �low to the delta helps natural seed 
growth on mangroves, which helps the dependent 

marine species thrive as well. Mangroves grow best in 
coastal saline and brackish water.

Fayyaz Rasool, manager Marine Pollution Control 
Department at Karachi Port Trust (KPT), said the river 
�lows in to the delta through its creeks in Thatta and 
Sujawal districts, and the freshwater helps dilute the 
salinity in seawaters. Presently, mangrove forests 
exist along the coast of Sindh on saline mud. Growth of 
these essential trees and shrubs is threatened when 
the river water �low is low. Rasool calls it the weather 
system change this year, in which winter continued up 
till the end of March instead of mid-February. After 
several years, the delta has received freshwater of the 
River Indus, which will support the dependent biodi-
versity, not just mangroves, but also valuable �ish 
species that reside under these marine plants.

However, the delta is yet to receive the quantity of 
freshwater mandated by the Water Accord. This year, 
the river received more water, which helped the 
downstream �low, increasing hope in the hearts of 
�ishermen.These plants provide home to different 
marine species like �ish, shrimps and crabs. It also 
attracts bird species, both local and migratory, some 
of which stay there permanently, while others return 
back to their native lands after end of winter in March 
every year. Apart from this, these marine forests are 
considered natural shields along the coast that help 
avoid natural calamities, like cyclones and tsunamis. 
However, the mangroves have shrunk alarmingly, 
exposing communities residing along the entire coast, 
including Karachi city, to disasters. The reduction of 
mangroves cover, reportedly started from 1966 to 
1998, because of unavailability or shortage of river 
�low. It has had negative impacts on the mangroves 
ecosystem. The community people said the river �low 
used to bring more quantity of silt with it through 
different creeks, which have made the delta. Now they 
want the government authorities and those involved 
in forest restoration to save the delta, which provides 
livelihoods to those living along the system. (Credits: 
The News)

PQA Doing Brilliant Job in Handling Cargo Ships

Apri 21, Port Qasim Authority (PQA) has done an 
admirable job to handle over 140 cargo ships last 

month which is highest number compared to any 
other month in this �inancial year. PQA continues at 
same pace during April and is likely to improve its 
performance of last month. PQA is operating under 
Special COVID-19 SOPs and ships carrying LNG, edible 
& other oils, coal, commodities continue to berth, 
unloaded and transported across the country. Export 
related cargo also continues to be handled via PQA. 
Maritime Minister Ali Zaidi has praised PQA perfor-
mance in a tweet to handle more Cargo ships during 
the corona pandemic compared to any other time 
despite adverse operating conditions globally. Minis-
try of Maritime Affairs had issued special operating 
manuals for PQA and Karachi Port Trust (KPT) in mid 
March for safety of personnel and continuity of opera-
tions. Ports have critical importance in country’s 
economic lifeline as 90% of trade is seaborne. (Cred-
its: The News)

KPT Grants 15-Day Free Storage for Cargoes Amid 
Lockdown

April 22, Karachi Port Trust (KPT) has granted import-
ers free access to its storage spaces for two weeks to 
lessen their demurrage burden that swells due to lack 
of transportation amid lockdown.

Minister for Maritime Affairs Ali Zaidi said the deci-
sion was taken in view of hardships being faced by 
businesses due to COVID-19. “KPT will also allow the 
terminal operating companies (TOCs) to utilise KPT 
storage area to accommodate excessive containers 
subject to availability of space,” Zaidi said in a tweet. 
TOCs will be additionally allowed to utilise KPT land 
till May 15 for the containers landing between March 
25 and April 30, 2020. The federal cabinet extended 
the free time to provide relief to the business commu-
nity. (Credits: The News)

Zaidi Appreciates Port Qasim and Karachi Port 
Trust for Outstanding Performance

April 24, Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Ali 
Haider Zaidi said a record number of 140 vessels were 
handled at Port Qasim during March, highest number 
in past nine months despite COVID-19 pandemic 
which brought halt in activities in many of the region-
al ports. He appreciated the administration as well as 

workers associated with Port Qasim Authority, Kara-
chi Port Trust and Pakistan National Shipping Corpo-
ration for their commitment towards the national 
cause and ef�iciently braving the challenge.

He also appreciated private terminal companies, 
operational in the two parts, for supplementing the 
cause with the hope that they could further contribute 
to the needed relief to the importers using their facili-
ties urging private shipping lines to play their due role 
facilitating the traders who hold years old relation-
ship with them and in the given global scenario 
needed to be extended due concession. (Credits: Busi-
ness Recorder)

Pakistan Navy Successfully Tested Anti-Ship 
Missiles in Arabian Sea

 

April 25, Pakistan Navy has successfully demonstrated 
�iring of anti-ship missiles in the north Arabian Sea. 
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Zafar Mahmood 
Abbasi observed the �iring of missiles. Pakistan Navy 
warships and aircraft �ired anti-ship missiles at sea 
level. The Naval Chief said that the Pakistan Navy was 
fully capable of responding to the aggression of 
enemy. (Credits: Daily Times)



Virus Forces Fishing Ban Near Gwadar

 

April 2,  Authorities of coastal district Gwadar have 
banned �ishing in the Arabian Sea in view of the coro-
navirus pandemic. Gwadar Deputy Commissioner 
retired Captain Mohammad Waseem has urged the 
�ishermen community to show responsibility and not 
violate his government’s orders. He said in order to 
prevent coronavirus from spreading in Gwadar, local 
�ishermen should join hands with the administration 
by not holding public gatherings.  He explained that all 
decisions are being taken in best interest of the people 
of Gwadar and Instead of �ishing in the sea �ishermen 
should stay at their homes during the lockdown. He 
ordered release of all �ishermen who had been 
detained by Levies force for violating the lockdown 
after screening and testing them for coronavirus. 
(Credits:Dawn)

Pakistan Navy, ANF Jointly Seize 100kg of Heroin 
in Sea Raid

 

April 3, Pakistan Navy along with of�icials of Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) seized a huge cache of heroin100 
kilograms of ice-drug during a sea operation. A joint 
intelligence-based operation was conducted by the 
Pakistan Navy and the Anti-Narcotics Force at Pishu-
kan near Jiwani, Balochistan. A PMSA vessel located 
and subsequently approached a suspicious fast speed 

boat of suspected smugglers, seized the drugs and 
impounded the boat.The value of narcotics in the 
international market was estimated to be approxi-
mately Rs2.2 billion. The narcotics were handed over 
to the Anti-Narcotics Force for further legal proceed-
ings. (Credits:ARY News)

Keel-Laying Ceremony Held for 2nd Missile Frig-
ate for Pakistan Navy in China

April 3, The keel-laying ceremony for the second Type 
054A/P missile frigate, destined for the Pakistani 
Navy, was held at the Hudong–Zhonghua Shipyard in 
Shanghai, China. The of�icials from the Pakistan Navy 
and the Hudong Zhonghua Shipbuilding Group 
attended the ceremony. The Type 054A multi-purpose 
guided-missile frigate is the backbone type of the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy, with 30 
vessels in commission. 

Pakistan signed the �irst contract of two Type 054A/P 
frigates, an export version of the Type 054A, in 2017 
and purchased two more ships in June 2018. The steel 
cutting ceremony for the �inal two ships took place in 
last November. All four frigates will be manufactured 
in China and delivered to the Pakistan Navy in 2021. 
Once built, these warships will become the most tech-
nologically advanced platforms of the Pakistani Navy, 
which will enhance its combat capability to meet 
future challenges and maintain peace, stability, and 
balance of power in the Indian Ocean. (Credits:APP)

Pak Navy Seizes 100kg Of Crystal Meth

April 4, The Pakistan Navy in a joint operation with the 
Pakistan Customs Intelligence have recovered a huge 
cache of crystal meth approximately 100 
kilogrammes. Navy personnel carried out an offshore 
intelligence-based operation with the Pakistan 
Customs in the Ibrahim Hyderi area near Bin Qasim. 
The drug seized was worth around Rs1.6 billion and it 
was handed over to the Pakistan Customs Intelligence 
for the initiation of legal proceedings. The successful 
execution of the joint anti-narcotics operation was a 
result of prolonged surveillance and operational coor-
dination demonstrating the navy’s effective monitor-
ing of the coastline. (Credits: The News)

FBR Tells Shipping Lines to Withdraw Charges

April 4, The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) on Friday 
issued instructions to shipping lines and shipping 
agents to allow waiver of delay and detention charges 
during lockdown to contain the coronavirus.The 
customs authorities said that Pakistan was currently 
facing a great challenge to address the issue of spread 
of COVID-19.  As a result of lockdown and restriction 
of movement of people / vehicle, the time duration of 
lifting the cargo from ports was exceeding the 
free-time as allowed to the importers under normal 
course of business. The FBR issued similar instruc-
tions to container terminal operators on March 31, 
2020 to waive demurrage and detention charges in 
order to facilitate importers and trade community in 
this dif�icult time.

The association said that terminals would choke if the 
government fails to take timely decision. It said that 
imports related to prevention of coronavirus might 
not have place to berth due to huge backlog.In order 
to clear backlog on faster pace, it suggested waiver or 
relaxation of port charges in coordination of KPT/Port 
Qasim authorities and port terminals with no delay. It 
further suggested waiver/relaxation in shipping 
charges, especially on rented containers. (Credits: The 
News)

Containers Pile Up at Port as Export Orders 
Cancelled

April 5, Export containers are piling up at Karachi 
ports since March 22 owing to non-availability of 
shipping lines and order deferments from buyers. The 
Karachi Port, which handled 76 per cent of total 
export cargo, has seen a decline of 31pc in shipments 
of export containers between March 22 to April 3. The 
broader reasons of decline are listed as cancellation of 
orders from buyers and diminished availability of 
ships.Data compiled by Pakistan Customs shows that 
the total export containers shipped between March 22 
till April 3 was 12,690 containers whereas the total 
export containers that reached the port is 19,625, 
leaving a stock of 6,935 containers at the port. 

Exports from eastern border are almost zero as Paki-
stan has already suspended exports to Indian at 

Wagha border. In the wake of coronavirus outbreak, 
the western borders—Chaman and Torkham were 
also closed for export to Afghanistan and onward 
Central Asian States. Similarly, Taftan border stations 
with Iran were also closed for trade with Iran.Accord-
ing to customs data, only 15pc export cargo through 
air is going from the country. “Air freight units export 
are badly effected due to air space closure and only 
few freighters are going from Pakistan”, said a 
customs of�icial.The coronavirus outbreak also led to 
closure of transit cargo via Pakistan. (Credits:Dawn)

Pak Navy Distributes Ration Among Deserving 
Families in Different Parts of Country

 

April 5, Pakistan Navy distributed ration among thou-
sands of deserving families in different parts of the 
country, including coastal and creek areas. The ration 
was distributed among low income employees of 
various organizations in Karachi as well as �ishermen 
of suburbs. Besides, residents of shanty towns in 
Islamabad and Lahore were provided with essential 
items. The Pakistan Navy is also actively playing its 
role in the awareness campaign against the Coronavi-
rus pandemic in addition to serving humanity. (Cred-
its: The Nation)

Gwadar Port Stays Largely Unaffected by Global 
Pandemic

April 6,  Despite the prevailing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Gwadar Port a major project under the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is functioning well. 
It is pertinent to mention that a large number of 
projects under the BRI employ a limited number of 
Chinese staff and rely on local employees for most 
roles. According to the latest head count, there are 
two Chinese employees and 140 Pakistani employees 

working at Gwadar Port. The port’s operations have 
not halted. The source further said that while there is 
no negative impact on the port’s operations, it cannot 
remain unaffected by the impact the coronavirus has 
had on global shipping. Business development to 
attract foreign investors has also come to a temporary 
halt. The port itself has been sealed off for outsiders 
and the number of non-essential visits have been cut 
to a minimum. However, the pandemic is unlikely to 
have a long-term impact on the port’s development, 
which is measured on a scale of years rather than 
months.(Credits:Business Recorder)

Pakistan Coast Guards Screened 4,256 Fishermen 
for COVID-19

April 7, The Pakistan Cost Guards (PCG) have so far 
conducted screening of 4,256 �ishermen who had 
been �ishing in the open sea in 284 boats along the 
Pakistani coastline to detect the cases of the novel 
coronavirus among them. The PCG DG informed the 
governor that after the screening, four suspected 
cases of coronavirus among the �ishermen were 
referred to a hospital in Gwadar. He said 20 small and 
big boats and 600 personnel of the coast guards had 
been active to prevent the spread of coronavirus 
among the �ishermen communities. Brig Qamar told 
the governor that the coast guards had also distribut-
ed rations among 730 families of �ishermen in view of 
their hardships due to the lockdown regime. He said 
�ishermen associated with small-scale �isheries had 
been allowed to do �ishing activities up to �ive nautical 
miles through the use of small �ishing boats in view of 
their economic hardships due to the lockdown. (Cred-
its: The News)

Whale Specimen From Pakistan to Help Assess Its 
Longevity

 

April 7, Data from atomic bomb tests conducted 
during the Cold War have helped scientists accurately 

age the world’s biggest �ish, according to a BBC report. 
According to a study published in the journal Fron-
tiers in Marine Science, whale sharks can live an 
incredibly long time.Whale sharks are both the 
biggest �ish and the biggest sharks in existence.Grow-
ing up to 18m in length, and weighing on average of 
about 20 tonnes, their distinctive white spotted 
colouration makes them easily recognisable. However, 
the species is now classi�ied as endangered because of 
over-�ishing in places like Thailand and the Philip-
pines. (Credits:Dawn)

Fishermen in Coastal Villages Receive Rations, Aid

 
April 8, The �ishermen residing in the coastal areas of 
Sindh were given rations and monetary aid as per the 
directives of Fishermen Cooperative Society (FCS) 
chairperson Hafeez Abdul Bar, to help them pull 
through the �inancial crunch in the wake of a coun-
try-wide lockdown.Speaking in this regard, Bar, who 
was supervising the distribution, said, “We have been 
trying to reach the �ishermen in all remote areas along 
the coastal belt for rations and money distribution.”He 
has directed FCS director Asif Bhatti to oversee the 
disbursement in Baba and Bhit, Shams Pir, Mubarak 
Village and Younisabad, and ensure that all needing 
help are provided assistance. (Credits: Express Trib-
une)

IT Ministry Approves 11 Projects Worth Rs11.5b

 
 

April 8, The Ministry of Information Technology and 
Telecommunication has approved 11 projects worth 
Rs11.52 billion which include the establishment of an 

optic �ibre base communication link between Karachi 
and Gwadar along coastal highway. The Departmental 
Development Working Party (DDWP) of the Ministry 
of IT and Telecommunication gave the go-ahead to the 
projects, in a meeting chaired by IT Secretary Shoaib 
Ahmad Siddiqui, for �inancial year 2020-21. (Credits: 
Express Tribune)
 
Navy Extending Humanitarian Assistance During 
Lockdown

April 10, Pakistan Navy is extending nationwide 
humanitarian assistance to aggrieved families during 
current coronavirus pandemic and distributed 
food/commodities & Personal Protective Equipment 
at various cities/towns and hospitals across Pakistan. 
Thousands of ration bags carrying food items/sup-
plies were distributed to needy families residing at 
Ibrahim Haydri area at Karachi. Besides, in other 
major cities of Punjab including Lahore, Faisalabad, 
Multan, Bahawalpur and Muzaffargarh ration bags 
were also distributed.(Credits: Business Recorder)

ANF Busts Smuggling Attempt, Rs7 Billion Worth 
Drugs Seized

 

April 11, Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) Intelligence 
operation helped bust an unprecedented 7 billion 
rupees worth of drug smuggling attempt. A total of 
700 kilograms of high-grade heroin and 80 kilograms 
of opium/cocaine was seized in the operation. It was 
revealed that the operation took place at Port Qasim 
International Container Terminal in Karachi. (Cred-
its:ARY News)

Govt Orders Halt to Fishing Related Activities at 
Karachi Harbour to Stem Virus 

April 12, The Government of Sindh ordered that all 

�ishing related activities will remain suspended at 
Karachi Fish Harbour till further orders to contain the 
spread of the coronavirus.

“There has been no observance of SOPs for social 
distancing and there has been an increase in the 
number of Corona Virus cases (COVID-19) in Sindh, 
which are expected to rise expeditiously, the Govern-
ment of Sindh, in exercise of powers conferred under 
Section 3 of the Sindh Epidemic Disease Act, 2014, is 
to cease all the �ishing related activities at Karachi 
Fish Harbor Authority,” read a noti�ication.The 
government warned that any person found disobey-
ing any of “the above restriction or orders/directions 
made under this Order shall be deemed to have an 
offence punishable under Section 188 of Pakistan 
Penal Code as mention in Section 4 of the Act ibid.” 
(Credits:ARY News)

Ceasing’ Activities Termed as Ban on Seafood 
Export

April 13, Seafood exporters termed the Sindh govern-
ment's ‘ceasing' of all �ishing related activities at the 
�ish harbour as ‘ban' on �isheries export, fearing the 
move will yield �inancial losses to the processing 
units. However, the exporters feared that a closure of 
seafood processing units will virtually close the coun-
try's �isheries export to the world market due to the 
government's sudden move. The  factories have ready 
stocks of seafood for export, which needs shipment to 
the world markets but cannot be possible under the 
new government's order. “Factories have many export 
orders and stock in hand," exporters added.

Pakistan's export of seafood grew by 12.35 percent to 

$278.637 million in July-Feb 2019-20. Increase in 
seafood export now stands at $30.637 million in 
July-Feb 2019-20 from $248 million in July-Feb 
2018-19, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics shows. Export 
volume of seafood also went up by 5 percent or 6440 
metric tons to 114,865 metric tons in July-Feb 
2019-20 from 108,425 metric tons in July-Feb 
2018-19. Down by 17.08 percent or $5.251 million, 
seafood export declined to $25.495 million in Feb 
2020 from $30.746 million in Feb 2019. The country 
exported 11,504 metric tons of seafood in Feb 2020, 
which is low by 15 percent or 2002 metric tons, from 
13,506 metric tons in Feb 2019. (Credits:Business 
Recorder)

Biggest Ever Ship Docks at Karachi Port

 

April 15, The biggest ship, in terms of capacity, to have 
ever docket at Karachi Port was moored at the port.  
The ship was docked at South Asia Pakistan Termi-
nals. According to the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) 
administration, the ship, named South Hampton 
Express, having the capacity to carry 12,600 contain-
ers, arrived in Karachi from Abu Dhabi. The length of 
the ship is 366.1 meters, beam is 48.3 meters long and 
it depth is 14.8 meters. It will be used for shipping 
2,000 containers from the port. all possible and neces-
sary arrangement were made at the port as per KPT 
chairman’s directives and the staff and workers of the 
ships were inspected according to the guidelines 
issued by the government. The port is regularly disin-
fected so that the trade is not affected. (Credits: 
Express Tribune)

Ministry of Maritime Affairs All Set to Harness 
Potential in Deep Sea Fishing

 

April 18, The Ministry of Maritime Affairs is all set to 
harness the potential in deep sea �ishing by providing 
access to cost effective and state of the art equipment 
to Pakistani �ishermen. Fisheries Development Com-
missioner Dr. Sa�ia Mushtaq gave a presentation to 
Minister for Maritime Affairs Syed Ali Haider Zaidi. 
Vessel Monitoring Systems is an integral element of 
monitoring, control and surveillance programs at the 
national and international level. Once installed, the 
�ishermen currently operating from coastal areas of 
the province of Sindh and Balochistan, will get bene-
�itted the most. It  will help in monitoring and regulat-
ing the �ishing activities, which will result an increase 
in the revenues of both the individual �ishermen and 
the industry as a whole. As the �irst step in the mod-
ernization of industry, the said technology will open 
new avenues of development and sustainability in the 
�ishing industry of Pakistan. (Credts: Radio Pakistan)

Karachi Fishermen Allowed to Resume Work 
Under Strict SOPs

April 19, The Sindh government has allowed the 
�ishermen of Karachi to resume work under strict 
SOPs issued by the administration. In a noti�ication 
issued on Sunday, the government instructed Karachi 
Fish Harbor Authority and Fishermen Cooperative 
Society to ensure social distancing being practised. 
The authority has to provide masks, gloves and sani-
tiser to all �ishermen and employees. Authorities will 
also have to manage traf�ic to ensure there isn’t any 
rush at the harbour. Fishermen will be allowed to go 
for a catch from 5 PM to 6 AM and will have to clean 
their boats and ships before and after unloading. 
According to the noti�ication, not more than four 
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people will be allowed to be in a single boat at the 
same time. Anyone found violating the law will be 
punished under Section 4 of the Sindh Epidemic 
Disease Control Act, 2014. 

 
Previously, the government had shut down businesses 
and industries as part of precautionary measures to 
contain the novel coronavirus. Pakistan's export of 
seafood grew by 12.35 percent to $278.637 million in 
July-Feb 2019-20. Increase in seafood export now 
stands at $30.637 million in July-Feb 2019-20 from 
$248 million in July-Feb 2018-19, Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics shows. (Credits: Pakistan Today)

Pakistan Opens Afghan Trade Through Gwadar 
Port

April 20,  The government of Pakistan has allowed 
import of Afghan bulk cargoes under Afghanistan 
Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement through Gwadar 
Port. “For the sake of ef�icient and cost-effective oper-
ationalisation of the Gwadar Port and the West-
ern-Corridor of the CPEC, the import of Afghan 
bulk-cargo of wheat, sugar, and fertilizer at the 
Gwadar Port and onward transit to Afghanistan shall 
be permitted,” said an of�ice memorandum issued by 
the Ministry of Commerce on April 17, 2020 regarding 
the implementation of the Import and Export Policy 
Orders through shipping procedure and instructions 
for operationalisation of the Gwadar Port. 

The Customs authorities shall take necessary and cost 
ef�icient measures to ensure the en route security of 
the cargo. The Gwadar Port had started handling tran-
sit cargo to and from Afghanistan. Pakistan handles 
around 48 percent of total Afghan exports and 
approximately 60 percent of Afghan transit trade goes 
through the Torkham border. However, now the bulk 
supply of sugar, wheat and fertilizer through Gwadar 
port will increase traf�ic at Gwadar port besides 
decreasing the load of work at Karachi port. It will 
also reduce the cost and time for the transportation of 
the commodities to Afghanistan. (Credits: The Nation)

Pakistan Navy Launches Mangroves Plantation 
Campaign 2020 for 'Green Pakistan'
 
April 21, Pakistan Navy in line with the Govt of Paki-
stan’s vision of “Clean and Green Pakistan” launched 
the �ifth consecutive campaign on Mangroves Planta-
tion in the Coastal Areas of Sindh and Balochistan 
provinces.  Commander Coast, Vice Admiral Faisal 
Rasool Lodhi graced the occasion as Chief Guest and 
inaugurated Pakistan Navy Mangroves Plantation 
Campaign 2020 by planting sapling of Mangroves at 
Port Bin Qasim area. This year Campaign entails an 
effort to plant over 3 million mangroves in the Coastal 
Areas of Sindh and Balochistan provinces.

Mangroves are vital to coastal ecosystem, prevention 
of sea intrusion and sustainment of marine life.  
Unfortunately over the years, Mangroves along the 
Pakistani coast have lessened due to negligence and 
apathy of all concerned.  Being a major stakeholder of 
the maritime domain and realizing the importance of 
mangroves for marine life, Pakistan Navy has taken a 
major initiative to revive Mangrove forests all along 
the coast. Realizing the importance of Mangroves 
forests in combating pollution, countering coastal 
erosion and providing a number of economic and 

�inancial opportunities to coastal communities, Paki-
stan Navy in line with the vision of the Federal 
Government regularly under takes Mangroves Planta-
tion Campaigns.  In last 4 years, since the beginning of 
the mangrove plantation, Pakistan Navy has planted 
over 6 million mangroves all along the coastal belt of 
Sindh and Balochistan. (Credits: The Nation)

BU Donates to COVID-19 Relief Fund

 

April 21, Bahria University has lined-up its resources 
to counter implications of coronavirus across the 
country. In this perspective, Bahria University Man-
agement including of�icers and faculty across Pakistan 
have donated one day's salary to the PM COVID 19 
Relief Fund to help �ight the coronavirus outbreak in 
the country. Bahria University being dedicated to 
encourage community services was one of the �irst to 
have contributed in this noble cause considering it a 
national obligation. Beside the generous monetary 
contribution,  Bahria University is also extending 
nationwide humanitarian assistance to aggrieved 
families. Students of BU, Islamabad Lahore & Karachi 
campuses, keeping safety measures are actively 
involved in relief work. Large number of ration packs 
containing basic food items for a month are being 
distributed to underprivileged families. (Credits: The 
News)

Fishermen Have High Hopes from Freshwater 
Flow in Delta

April 21,  Natural custodians of the mangrove forests 
along the coast are hopeful that early �low of water 
from the River Indus to the sea will bene�it the delta 
ecosystem. Mangrove scientists believe that timely 
river water �low to the delta helps natural seed 
growth on mangroves, which helps the dependent 

marine species thrive as well. Mangroves grow best in 
coastal saline and brackish water.

Fayyaz Rasool, manager Marine Pollution Control 
Department at Karachi Port Trust (KPT), said the river 
�lows in to the delta through its creeks in Thatta and 
Sujawal districts, and the freshwater helps dilute the 
salinity in seawaters. Presently, mangrove forests 
exist along the coast of Sindh on saline mud. Growth of 
these essential trees and shrubs is threatened when 
the river water �low is low. Rasool calls it the weather 
system change this year, in which winter continued up 
till the end of March instead of mid-February. After 
several years, the delta has received freshwater of the 
River Indus, which will support the dependent biodi-
versity, not just mangroves, but also valuable �ish 
species that reside under these marine plants.

However, the delta is yet to receive the quantity of 
freshwater mandated by the Water Accord. This year, 
the river received more water, which helped the 
downstream �low, increasing hope in the hearts of 
�ishermen.These plants provide home to different 
marine species like �ish, shrimps and crabs. It also 
attracts bird species, both local and migratory, some 
of which stay there permanently, while others return 
back to their native lands after end of winter in March 
every year. Apart from this, these marine forests are 
considered natural shields along the coast that help 
avoid natural calamities, like cyclones and tsunamis. 
However, the mangroves have shrunk alarmingly, 
exposing communities residing along the entire coast, 
including Karachi city, to disasters. The reduction of 
mangroves cover, reportedly started from 1966 to 
1998, because of unavailability or shortage of river 
�low. It has had negative impacts on the mangroves 
ecosystem. The community people said the river �low 
used to bring more quantity of silt with it through 
different creeks, which have made the delta. Now they 
want the government authorities and those involved 
in forest restoration to save the delta, which provides 
livelihoods to those living along the system. (Credits: 
The News)

PQA Doing Brilliant Job in Handling Cargo Ships

Apri 21, Port Qasim Authority (PQA) has done an 
admirable job to handle over 140 cargo ships last 

month which is highest number compared to any 
other month in this �inancial year. PQA continues at 
same pace during April and is likely to improve its 
performance of last month. PQA is operating under 
Special COVID-19 SOPs and ships carrying LNG, edible 
& other oils, coal, commodities continue to berth, 
unloaded and transported across the country. Export 
related cargo also continues to be handled via PQA. 
Maritime Minister Ali Zaidi has praised PQA perfor-
mance in a tweet to handle more Cargo ships during 
the corona pandemic compared to any other time 
despite adverse operating conditions globally. Minis-
try of Maritime Affairs had issued special operating 
manuals for PQA and Karachi Port Trust (KPT) in mid 
March for safety of personnel and continuity of opera-
tions. Ports have critical importance in country’s 
economic lifeline as 90% of trade is seaborne. (Cred-
its: The News)

KPT Grants 15-Day Free Storage for Cargoes Amid 
Lockdown

April 22, Karachi Port Trust (KPT) has granted import-
ers free access to its storage spaces for two weeks to 
lessen their demurrage burden that swells due to lack 
of transportation amid lockdown.

Minister for Maritime Affairs Ali Zaidi said the deci-
sion was taken in view of hardships being faced by 
businesses due to COVID-19. “KPT will also allow the 
terminal operating companies (TOCs) to utilise KPT 
storage area to accommodate excessive containers 
subject to availability of space,” Zaidi said in a tweet. 
TOCs will be additionally allowed to utilise KPT land 
till May 15 for the containers landing between March 
25 and April 30, 2020. The federal cabinet extended 
the free time to provide relief to the business commu-
nity. (Credits: The News)

Zaidi Appreciates Port Qasim and Karachi Port 
Trust for Outstanding Performance

April 24, Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Ali 
Haider Zaidi said a record number of 140 vessels were 
handled at Port Qasim during March, highest number 
in past nine months despite COVID-19 pandemic 
which brought halt in activities in many of the region-
al ports. He appreciated the administration as well as 

workers associated with Port Qasim Authority, Kara-
chi Port Trust and Pakistan National Shipping Corpo-
ration for their commitment towards the national 
cause and ef�iciently braving the challenge.

He also appreciated private terminal companies, 
operational in the two parts, for supplementing the 
cause with the hope that they could further contribute 
to the needed relief to the importers using their facili-
ties urging private shipping lines to play their due role 
facilitating the traders who hold years old relation-
ship with them and in the given global scenario 
needed to be extended due concession. (Credits: Busi-
ness Recorder)

Pakistan Navy Successfully Tested Anti-Ship 
Missiles in Arabian Sea

 

April 25, Pakistan Navy has successfully demonstrated 
�iring of anti-ship missiles in the north Arabian Sea. 
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Zafar Mahmood 
Abbasi observed the �iring of missiles. Pakistan Navy 
warships and aircraft �ired anti-ship missiles at sea 
level. The Naval Chief said that the Pakistan Navy was 
fully capable of responding to the aggression of 
enemy. (Credits: Daily Times)



Virus Forces Fishing Ban Near Gwadar

 

April 2,  Authorities of coastal district Gwadar have 
banned �ishing in the Arabian Sea in view of the coro-
navirus pandemic. Gwadar Deputy Commissioner 
retired Captain Mohammad Waseem has urged the 
�ishermen community to show responsibility and not 
violate his government’s orders. He said in order to 
prevent coronavirus from spreading in Gwadar, local 
�ishermen should join hands with the administration 
by not holding public gatherings.  He explained that all 
decisions are being taken in best interest of the people 
of Gwadar and Instead of �ishing in the sea �ishermen 
should stay at their homes during the lockdown. He 
ordered release of all �ishermen who had been 
detained by Levies force for violating the lockdown 
after screening and testing them for coronavirus. 
(Credits:Dawn)

Pakistan Navy, ANF Jointly Seize 100kg of Heroin 
in Sea Raid

 

April 3, Pakistan Navy along with of�icials of Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) seized a huge cache of heroin100 
kilograms of ice-drug during a sea operation. A joint 
intelligence-based operation was conducted by the 
Pakistan Navy and the Anti-Narcotics Force at Pishu-
kan near Jiwani, Balochistan. A PMSA vessel located 
and subsequently approached a suspicious fast speed 

boat of suspected smugglers, seized the drugs and 
impounded the boat.The value of narcotics in the 
international market was estimated to be approxi-
mately Rs2.2 billion. The narcotics were handed over 
to the Anti-Narcotics Force for further legal proceed-
ings. (Credits:ARY News)

Keel-Laying Ceremony Held for 2nd Missile Frig-
ate for Pakistan Navy in China

April 3, The keel-laying ceremony for the second Type 
054A/P missile frigate, destined for the Pakistani 
Navy, was held at the Hudong–Zhonghua Shipyard in 
Shanghai, China. The of�icials from the Pakistan Navy 
and the Hudong Zhonghua Shipbuilding Group 
attended the ceremony. The Type 054A multi-purpose 
guided-missile frigate is the backbone type of the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy, with 30 
vessels in commission. 

Pakistan signed the �irst contract of two Type 054A/P 
frigates, an export version of the Type 054A, in 2017 
and purchased two more ships in June 2018. The steel 
cutting ceremony for the �inal two ships took place in 
last November. All four frigates will be manufactured 
in China and delivered to the Pakistan Navy in 2021. 
Once built, these warships will become the most tech-
nologically advanced platforms of the Pakistani Navy, 
which will enhance its combat capability to meet 
future challenges and maintain peace, stability, and 
balance of power in the Indian Ocean. (Credits:APP)

Pak Navy Seizes 100kg Of Crystal Meth

April 4, The Pakistan Navy in a joint operation with the 
Pakistan Customs Intelligence have recovered a huge 
cache of crystal meth approximately 100 
kilogrammes. Navy personnel carried out an offshore 
intelligence-based operation with the Pakistan 
Customs in the Ibrahim Hyderi area near Bin Qasim. 
The drug seized was worth around Rs1.6 billion and it 
was handed over to the Pakistan Customs Intelligence 
for the initiation of legal proceedings. The successful 
execution of the joint anti-narcotics operation was a 
result of prolonged surveillance and operational coor-
dination demonstrating the navy’s effective monitor-
ing of the coastline. (Credits: The News)

FBR Tells Shipping Lines to Withdraw Charges

April 4, The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) on Friday 
issued instructions to shipping lines and shipping 
agents to allow waiver of delay and detention charges 
during lockdown to contain the coronavirus.The 
customs authorities said that Pakistan was currently 
facing a great challenge to address the issue of spread 
of COVID-19.  As a result of lockdown and restriction 
of movement of people / vehicle, the time duration of 
lifting the cargo from ports was exceeding the 
free-time as allowed to the importers under normal 
course of business. The FBR issued similar instruc-
tions to container terminal operators on March 31, 
2020 to waive demurrage and detention charges in 
order to facilitate importers and trade community in 
this dif�icult time.

The association said that terminals would choke if the 
government fails to take timely decision. It said that 
imports related to prevention of coronavirus might 
not have place to berth due to huge backlog.In order 
to clear backlog on faster pace, it suggested waiver or 
relaxation of port charges in coordination of KPT/Port 
Qasim authorities and port terminals with no delay. It 
further suggested waiver/relaxation in shipping 
charges, especially on rented containers. (Credits: The 
News)

Containers Pile Up at Port as Export Orders 
Cancelled

April 5, Export containers are piling up at Karachi 
ports since March 22 owing to non-availability of 
shipping lines and order deferments from buyers. The 
Karachi Port, which handled 76 per cent of total 
export cargo, has seen a decline of 31pc in shipments 
of export containers between March 22 to April 3. The 
broader reasons of decline are listed as cancellation of 
orders from buyers and diminished availability of 
ships.Data compiled by Pakistan Customs shows that 
the total export containers shipped between March 22 
till April 3 was 12,690 containers whereas the total 
export containers that reached the port is 19,625, 
leaving a stock of 6,935 containers at the port. 

Exports from eastern border are almost zero as Paki-
stan has already suspended exports to Indian at 

Wagha border. In the wake of coronavirus outbreak, 
the western borders—Chaman and Torkham were 
also closed for export to Afghanistan and onward 
Central Asian States. Similarly, Taftan border stations 
with Iran were also closed for trade with Iran.Accord-
ing to customs data, only 15pc export cargo through 
air is going from the country. “Air freight units export 
are badly effected due to air space closure and only 
few freighters are going from Pakistan”, said a 
customs of�icial.The coronavirus outbreak also led to 
closure of transit cargo via Pakistan. (Credits:Dawn)

Pak Navy Distributes Ration Among Deserving 
Families in Different Parts of Country

 

April 5, Pakistan Navy distributed ration among thou-
sands of deserving families in different parts of the 
country, including coastal and creek areas. The ration 
was distributed among low income employees of 
various organizations in Karachi as well as �ishermen 
of suburbs. Besides, residents of shanty towns in 
Islamabad and Lahore were provided with essential 
items. The Pakistan Navy is also actively playing its 
role in the awareness campaign against the Coronavi-
rus pandemic in addition to serving humanity. (Cred-
its: The Nation)

Gwadar Port Stays Largely Unaffected by Global 
Pandemic

April 6,  Despite the prevailing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Gwadar Port a major project under the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is functioning well. 
It is pertinent to mention that a large number of 
projects under the BRI employ a limited number of 
Chinese staff and rely on local employees for most 
roles. According to the latest head count, there are 
two Chinese employees and 140 Pakistani employees 

working at Gwadar Port. The port’s operations have 
not halted. The source further said that while there is 
no negative impact on the port’s operations, it cannot 
remain unaffected by the impact the coronavirus has 
had on global shipping. Business development to 
attract foreign investors has also come to a temporary 
halt. The port itself has been sealed off for outsiders 
and the number of non-essential visits have been cut 
to a minimum. However, the pandemic is unlikely to 
have a long-term impact on the port’s development, 
which is measured on a scale of years rather than 
months.(Credits:Business Recorder)

Pakistan Coast Guards Screened 4,256 Fishermen 
for COVID-19

April 7, The Pakistan Cost Guards (PCG) have so far 
conducted screening of 4,256 �ishermen who had 
been �ishing in the open sea in 284 boats along the 
Pakistani coastline to detect the cases of the novel 
coronavirus among them. The PCG DG informed the 
governor that after the screening, four suspected 
cases of coronavirus among the �ishermen were 
referred to a hospital in Gwadar. He said 20 small and 
big boats and 600 personnel of the coast guards had 
been active to prevent the spread of coronavirus 
among the �ishermen communities. Brig Qamar told 
the governor that the coast guards had also distribut-
ed rations among 730 families of �ishermen in view of 
their hardships due to the lockdown regime. He said 
�ishermen associated with small-scale �isheries had 
been allowed to do �ishing activities up to �ive nautical 
miles through the use of small �ishing boats in view of 
their economic hardships due to the lockdown. (Cred-
its: The News)

Whale Specimen From Pakistan to Help Assess Its 
Longevity

 

April 7, Data from atomic bomb tests conducted 
during the Cold War have helped scientists accurately 

age the world’s biggest �ish, according to a BBC report. 
According to a study published in the journal Fron-
tiers in Marine Science, whale sharks can live an 
incredibly long time.Whale sharks are both the 
biggest �ish and the biggest sharks in existence.Grow-
ing up to 18m in length, and weighing on average of 
about 20 tonnes, their distinctive white spotted 
colouration makes them easily recognisable. However, 
the species is now classi�ied as endangered because of 
over-�ishing in places like Thailand and the Philip-
pines. (Credits:Dawn)

Fishermen in Coastal Villages Receive Rations, Aid

 
April 8, The �ishermen residing in the coastal areas of 
Sindh were given rations and monetary aid as per the 
directives of Fishermen Cooperative Society (FCS) 
chairperson Hafeez Abdul Bar, to help them pull 
through the �inancial crunch in the wake of a coun-
try-wide lockdown.Speaking in this regard, Bar, who 
was supervising the distribution, said, “We have been 
trying to reach the �ishermen in all remote areas along 
the coastal belt for rations and money distribution.”He 
has directed FCS director Asif Bhatti to oversee the 
disbursement in Baba and Bhit, Shams Pir, Mubarak 
Village and Younisabad, and ensure that all needing 
help are provided assistance. (Credits: Express Trib-
une)

IT Ministry Approves 11 Projects Worth Rs11.5b

 
 

April 8, The Ministry of Information Technology and 
Telecommunication has approved 11 projects worth 
Rs11.52 billion which include the establishment of an 

optic �ibre base communication link between Karachi 
and Gwadar along coastal highway. The Departmental 
Development Working Party (DDWP) of the Ministry 
of IT and Telecommunication gave the go-ahead to the 
projects, in a meeting chaired by IT Secretary Shoaib 
Ahmad Siddiqui, for �inancial year 2020-21. (Credits: 
Express Tribune)
 
Navy Extending Humanitarian Assistance During 
Lockdown

April 10, Pakistan Navy is extending nationwide 
humanitarian assistance to aggrieved families during 
current coronavirus pandemic and distributed 
food/commodities & Personal Protective Equipment 
at various cities/towns and hospitals across Pakistan. 
Thousands of ration bags carrying food items/sup-
plies were distributed to needy families residing at 
Ibrahim Haydri area at Karachi. Besides, in other 
major cities of Punjab including Lahore, Faisalabad, 
Multan, Bahawalpur and Muzaffargarh ration bags 
were also distributed.(Credits: Business Recorder)

ANF Busts Smuggling Attempt, Rs7 Billion Worth 
Drugs Seized

 

April 11, Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) Intelligence 
operation helped bust an unprecedented 7 billion 
rupees worth of drug smuggling attempt. A total of 
700 kilograms of high-grade heroin and 80 kilograms 
of opium/cocaine was seized in the operation. It was 
revealed that the operation took place at Port Qasim 
International Container Terminal in Karachi. (Cred-
its:ARY News)

Govt Orders Halt to Fishing Related Activities at 
Karachi Harbour to Stem Virus 

April 12, The Government of Sindh ordered that all 

�ishing related activities will remain suspended at 
Karachi Fish Harbour till further orders to contain the 
spread of the coronavirus.

“There has been no observance of SOPs for social 
distancing and there has been an increase in the 
number of Corona Virus cases (COVID-19) in Sindh, 
which are expected to rise expeditiously, the Govern-
ment of Sindh, in exercise of powers conferred under 
Section 3 of the Sindh Epidemic Disease Act, 2014, is 
to cease all the �ishing related activities at Karachi 
Fish Harbor Authority,” read a noti�ication.The 
government warned that any person found disobey-
ing any of “the above restriction or orders/directions 
made under this Order shall be deemed to have an 
offence punishable under Section 188 of Pakistan 
Penal Code as mention in Section 4 of the Act ibid.” 
(Credits:ARY News)

Ceasing’ Activities Termed as Ban on Seafood 
Export

April 13, Seafood exporters termed the Sindh govern-
ment's ‘ceasing' of all �ishing related activities at the 
�ish harbour as ‘ban' on �isheries export, fearing the 
move will yield �inancial losses to the processing 
units. However, the exporters feared that a closure of 
seafood processing units will virtually close the coun-
try's �isheries export to the world market due to the 
government's sudden move. The  factories have ready 
stocks of seafood for export, which needs shipment to 
the world markets but cannot be possible under the 
new government's order. “Factories have many export 
orders and stock in hand," exporters added.

Pakistan's export of seafood grew by 12.35 percent to 

$278.637 million in July-Feb 2019-20. Increase in 
seafood export now stands at $30.637 million in 
July-Feb 2019-20 from $248 million in July-Feb 
2018-19, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics shows. Export 
volume of seafood also went up by 5 percent or 6440 
metric tons to 114,865 metric tons in July-Feb 
2019-20 from 108,425 metric tons in July-Feb 
2018-19. Down by 17.08 percent or $5.251 million, 
seafood export declined to $25.495 million in Feb 
2020 from $30.746 million in Feb 2019. The country 
exported 11,504 metric tons of seafood in Feb 2020, 
which is low by 15 percent or 2002 metric tons, from 
13,506 metric tons in Feb 2019. (Credits:Business 
Recorder)

Biggest Ever Ship Docks at Karachi Port

 

April 15, The biggest ship, in terms of capacity, to have 
ever docket at Karachi Port was moored at the port.  
The ship was docked at South Asia Pakistan Termi-
nals. According to the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) 
administration, the ship, named South Hampton 
Express, having the capacity to carry 12,600 contain-
ers, arrived in Karachi from Abu Dhabi. The length of 
the ship is 366.1 meters, beam is 48.3 meters long and 
it depth is 14.8 meters. It will be used for shipping 
2,000 containers from the port. all possible and neces-
sary arrangement were made at the port as per KPT 
chairman’s directives and the staff and workers of the 
ships were inspected according to the guidelines 
issued by the government. The port is regularly disin-
fected so that the trade is not affected. (Credits: 
Express Tribune)

Ministry of Maritime Affairs All Set to Harness 
Potential in Deep Sea Fishing

 

April 18, The Ministry of Maritime Affairs is all set to 
harness the potential in deep sea �ishing by providing 
access to cost effective and state of the art equipment 
to Pakistani �ishermen. Fisheries Development Com-
missioner Dr. Sa�ia Mushtaq gave a presentation to 
Minister for Maritime Affairs Syed Ali Haider Zaidi. 
Vessel Monitoring Systems is an integral element of 
monitoring, control and surveillance programs at the 
national and international level. Once installed, the 
�ishermen currently operating from coastal areas of 
the province of Sindh and Balochistan, will get bene-
�itted the most. It  will help in monitoring and regulat-
ing the �ishing activities, which will result an increase 
in the revenues of both the individual �ishermen and 
the industry as a whole. As the �irst step in the mod-
ernization of industry, the said technology will open 
new avenues of development and sustainability in the 
�ishing industry of Pakistan. (Credts: Radio Pakistan)

Karachi Fishermen Allowed to Resume Work 
Under Strict SOPs

April 19, The Sindh government has allowed the 
�ishermen of Karachi to resume work under strict 
SOPs issued by the administration. In a noti�ication 
issued on Sunday, the government instructed Karachi 
Fish Harbor Authority and Fishermen Cooperative 
Society to ensure social distancing being practised. 
The authority has to provide masks, gloves and sani-
tiser to all �ishermen and employees. Authorities will 
also have to manage traf�ic to ensure there isn’t any 
rush at the harbour. Fishermen will be allowed to go 
for a catch from 5 PM to 6 AM and will have to clean 
their boats and ships before and after unloading. 
According to the noti�ication, not more than four 

people will be allowed to be in a single boat at the 
same time. Anyone found violating the law will be 
punished under Section 4 of the Sindh Epidemic 
Disease Control Act, 2014. 

 
Previously, the government had shut down businesses 
and industries as part of precautionary measures to 
contain the novel coronavirus. Pakistan's export of 
seafood grew by 12.35 percent to $278.637 million in 
July-Feb 2019-20. Increase in seafood export now 
stands at $30.637 million in July-Feb 2019-20 from 
$248 million in July-Feb 2018-19, Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics shows. (Credits: Pakistan Today)

Pakistan Opens Afghan Trade Through Gwadar 
Port

April 20,  The government of Pakistan has allowed 
import of Afghan bulk cargoes under Afghanistan 
Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement through Gwadar 
Port. “For the sake of ef�icient and cost-effective oper-
ationalisation of the Gwadar Port and the West-
ern-Corridor of the CPEC, the import of Afghan 
bulk-cargo of wheat, sugar, and fertilizer at the 
Gwadar Port and onward transit to Afghanistan shall 
be permitted,” said an of�ice memorandum issued by 
the Ministry of Commerce on April 17, 2020 regarding 
the implementation of the Import and Export Policy 
Orders through shipping procedure and instructions 
for operationalisation of the Gwadar Port. 

The Customs authorities shall take necessary and cost 
ef�icient measures to ensure the en route security of 
the cargo. The Gwadar Port had started handling tran-
sit cargo to and from Afghanistan. Pakistan handles 
around 48 percent of total Afghan exports and 
approximately 60 percent of Afghan transit trade goes 
through the Torkham border. However, now the bulk 
supply of sugar, wheat and fertilizer through Gwadar 
port will increase traf�ic at Gwadar port besides 
decreasing the load of work at Karachi port. It will 
also reduce the cost and time for the transportation of 
the commodities to Afghanistan. (Credits: The Nation)

Pakistan Navy Launches Mangroves Plantation 
Campaign 2020 for 'Green Pakistan'
 
April 21, Pakistan Navy in line with the Govt of Paki-
stan’s vision of “Clean and Green Pakistan” launched 
the �ifth consecutive campaign on Mangroves Planta-
tion in the Coastal Areas of Sindh and Balochistan 
provinces.  Commander Coast, Vice Admiral Faisal 
Rasool Lodhi graced the occasion as Chief Guest and 
inaugurated Pakistan Navy Mangroves Plantation 
Campaign 2020 by planting sapling of Mangroves at 
Port Bin Qasim area. This year Campaign entails an 
effort to plant over 3 million mangroves in the Coastal 
Areas of Sindh and Balochistan provinces.

Mangroves are vital to coastal ecosystem, prevention 
of sea intrusion and sustainment of marine life.  
Unfortunately over the years, Mangroves along the 
Pakistani coast have lessened due to negligence and 
apathy of all concerned.  Being a major stakeholder of 
the maritime domain and realizing the importance of 
mangroves for marine life, Pakistan Navy has taken a 
major initiative to revive Mangrove forests all along 
the coast. Realizing the importance of Mangroves 
forests in combating pollution, countering coastal 
erosion and providing a number of economic and 
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�inancial opportunities to coastal communities, Paki-
stan Navy in line with the vision of the Federal 
Government regularly under takes Mangroves Planta-
tion Campaigns.  In last 4 years, since the beginning of 
the mangrove plantation, Pakistan Navy has planted 
over 6 million mangroves all along the coastal belt of 
Sindh and Balochistan. (Credits: The Nation)

BU Donates to COVID-19 Relief Fund

 

April 21, Bahria University has lined-up its resources 
to counter implications of coronavirus across the 
country. In this perspective, Bahria University Man-
agement including of�icers and faculty across Pakistan 
have donated one day's salary to the PM COVID 19 
Relief Fund to help �ight the coronavirus outbreak in 
the country. Bahria University being dedicated to 
encourage community services was one of the �irst to 
have contributed in this noble cause considering it a 
national obligation. Beside the generous monetary 
contribution,  Bahria University is also extending 
nationwide humanitarian assistance to aggrieved 
families. Students of BU, Islamabad Lahore & Karachi 
campuses, keeping safety measures are actively 
involved in relief work. Large number of ration packs 
containing basic food items for a month are being 
distributed to underprivileged families. (Credits: The 
News)

Fishermen Have High Hopes from Freshwater 
Flow in Delta

April 21,  Natural custodians of the mangrove forests 
along the coast are hopeful that early �low of water 
from the River Indus to the sea will bene�it the delta 
ecosystem. Mangrove scientists believe that timely 
river water �low to the delta helps natural seed 
growth on mangroves, which helps the dependent 

marine species thrive as well. Mangroves grow best in 
coastal saline and brackish water.

Fayyaz Rasool, manager Marine Pollution Control 
Department at Karachi Port Trust (KPT), said the river 
�lows in to the delta through its creeks in Thatta and 
Sujawal districts, and the freshwater helps dilute the 
salinity in seawaters. Presently, mangrove forests 
exist along the coast of Sindh on saline mud. Growth of 
these essential trees and shrubs is threatened when 
the river water �low is low. Rasool calls it the weather 
system change this year, in which winter continued up 
till the end of March instead of mid-February. After 
several years, the delta has received freshwater of the 
River Indus, which will support the dependent biodi-
versity, not just mangroves, but also valuable �ish 
species that reside under these marine plants.

However, the delta is yet to receive the quantity of 
freshwater mandated by the Water Accord. This year, 
the river received more water, which helped the 
downstream �low, increasing hope in the hearts of 
�ishermen.These plants provide home to different 
marine species like �ish, shrimps and crabs. It also 
attracts bird species, both local and migratory, some 
of which stay there permanently, while others return 
back to their native lands after end of winter in March 
every year. Apart from this, these marine forests are 
considered natural shields along the coast that help 
avoid natural calamities, like cyclones and tsunamis. 
However, the mangroves have shrunk alarmingly, 
exposing communities residing along the entire coast, 
including Karachi city, to disasters. The reduction of 
mangroves cover, reportedly started from 1966 to 
1998, because of unavailability or shortage of river 
�low. It has had negative impacts on the mangroves 
ecosystem. The community people said the river �low 
used to bring more quantity of silt with it through 
different creeks, which have made the delta. Now they 
want the government authorities and those involved 
in forest restoration to save the delta, which provides 
livelihoods to those living along the system. (Credits: 
The News)

PQA Doing Brilliant Job in Handling Cargo Ships

Apri 21, Port Qasim Authority (PQA) has done an 
admirable job to handle over 140 cargo ships last 

month which is highest number compared to any 
other month in this �inancial year. PQA continues at 
same pace during April and is likely to improve its 
performance of last month. PQA is operating under 
Special COVID-19 SOPs and ships carrying LNG, edible 
& other oils, coal, commodities continue to berth, 
unloaded and transported across the country. Export 
related cargo also continues to be handled via PQA. 
Maritime Minister Ali Zaidi has praised PQA perfor-
mance in a tweet to handle more Cargo ships during 
the corona pandemic compared to any other time 
despite adverse operating conditions globally. Minis-
try of Maritime Affairs had issued special operating 
manuals for PQA and Karachi Port Trust (KPT) in mid 
March for safety of personnel and continuity of opera-
tions. Ports have critical importance in country’s 
economic lifeline as 90% of trade is seaborne. (Cred-
its: The News)

KPT Grants 15-Day Free Storage for Cargoes Amid 
Lockdown

April 22, Karachi Port Trust (KPT) has granted import-
ers free access to its storage spaces for two weeks to 
lessen their demurrage burden that swells due to lack 
of transportation amid lockdown.

Minister for Maritime Affairs Ali Zaidi said the deci-
sion was taken in view of hardships being faced by 
businesses due to COVID-19. “KPT will also allow the 
terminal operating companies (TOCs) to utilise KPT 
storage area to accommodate excessive containers 
subject to availability of space,” Zaidi said in a tweet. 
TOCs will be additionally allowed to utilise KPT land 
till May 15 for the containers landing between March 
25 and April 30, 2020. The federal cabinet extended 
the free time to provide relief to the business commu-
nity. (Credits: The News)

Zaidi Appreciates Port Qasim and Karachi Port 
Trust for Outstanding Performance

April 24, Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Ali 
Haider Zaidi said a record number of 140 vessels were 
handled at Port Qasim during March, highest number 
in past nine months despite COVID-19 pandemic 
which brought halt in activities in many of the region-
al ports. He appreciated the administration as well as 

workers associated with Port Qasim Authority, Kara-
chi Port Trust and Pakistan National Shipping Corpo-
ration for their commitment towards the national 
cause and ef�iciently braving the challenge.

He also appreciated private terminal companies, 
operational in the two parts, for supplementing the 
cause with the hope that they could further contribute 
to the needed relief to the importers using their facili-
ties urging private shipping lines to play their due role 
facilitating the traders who hold years old relation-
ship with them and in the given global scenario 
needed to be extended due concession. (Credits: Busi-
ness Recorder)

Pakistan Navy Successfully Tested Anti-Ship 
Missiles in Arabian Sea

 

April 25, Pakistan Navy has successfully demonstrated 
�iring of anti-ship missiles in the north Arabian Sea. 
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Zafar Mahmood 
Abbasi observed the �iring of missiles. Pakistan Navy 
warships and aircraft �ired anti-ship missiles at sea 
level. The Naval Chief said that the Pakistan Navy was 
fully capable of responding to the aggression of 
enemy. (Credits: Daily Times)



Virus Forces Fishing Ban Near Gwadar

 

April 2,  Authorities of coastal district Gwadar have 
banned �ishing in the Arabian Sea in view of the coro-
navirus pandemic. Gwadar Deputy Commissioner 
retired Captain Mohammad Waseem has urged the 
�ishermen community to show responsibility and not 
violate his government’s orders. He said in order to 
prevent coronavirus from spreading in Gwadar, local 
�ishermen should join hands with the administration 
by not holding public gatherings.  He explained that all 
decisions are being taken in best interest of the people 
of Gwadar and Instead of �ishing in the sea �ishermen 
should stay at their homes during the lockdown. He 
ordered release of all �ishermen who had been 
detained by Levies force for violating the lockdown 
after screening and testing them for coronavirus. 
(Credits:Dawn)

Pakistan Navy, ANF Jointly Seize 100kg of Heroin 
in Sea Raid

 

April 3, Pakistan Navy along with of�icials of Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) seized a huge cache of heroin100 
kilograms of ice-drug during a sea operation. A joint 
intelligence-based operation was conducted by the 
Pakistan Navy and the Anti-Narcotics Force at Pishu-
kan near Jiwani, Balochistan. A PMSA vessel located 
and subsequently approached a suspicious fast speed 

boat of suspected smugglers, seized the drugs and 
impounded the boat.The value of narcotics in the 
international market was estimated to be approxi-
mately Rs2.2 billion. The narcotics were handed over 
to the Anti-Narcotics Force for further legal proceed-
ings. (Credits:ARY News)

Keel-Laying Ceremony Held for 2nd Missile Frig-
ate for Pakistan Navy in China

April 3, The keel-laying ceremony for the second Type 
054A/P missile frigate, destined for the Pakistani 
Navy, was held at the Hudong–Zhonghua Shipyard in 
Shanghai, China. The of�icials from the Pakistan Navy 
and the Hudong Zhonghua Shipbuilding Group 
attended the ceremony. The Type 054A multi-purpose 
guided-missile frigate is the backbone type of the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy, with 30 
vessels in commission. 

Pakistan signed the �irst contract of two Type 054A/P 
frigates, an export version of the Type 054A, in 2017 
and purchased two more ships in June 2018. The steel 
cutting ceremony for the �inal two ships took place in 
last November. All four frigates will be manufactured 
in China and delivered to the Pakistan Navy in 2021. 
Once built, these warships will become the most tech-
nologically advanced platforms of the Pakistani Navy, 
which will enhance its combat capability to meet 
future challenges and maintain peace, stability, and 
balance of power in the Indian Ocean. (Credits:APP)

Pak Navy Seizes 100kg Of Crystal Meth

April 4, The Pakistan Navy in a joint operation with the 
Pakistan Customs Intelligence have recovered a huge 
cache of crystal meth approximately 100 
kilogrammes. Navy personnel carried out an offshore 
intelligence-based operation with the Pakistan 
Customs in the Ibrahim Hyderi area near Bin Qasim. 
The drug seized was worth around Rs1.6 billion and it 
was handed over to the Pakistan Customs Intelligence 
for the initiation of legal proceedings. The successful 
execution of the joint anti-narcotics operation was a 
result of prolonged surveillance and operational coor-
dination demonstrating the navy’s effective monitor-
ing of the coastline. (Credits: The News)

FBR Tells Shipping Lines to Withdraw Charges

April 4, The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) on Friday 
issued instructions to shipping lines and shipping 
agents to allow waiver of delay and detention charges 
during lockdown to contain the coronavirus.The 
customs authorities said that Pakistan was currently 
facing a great challenge to address the issue of spread 
of COVID-19.  As a result of lockdown and restriction 
of movement of people / vehicle, the time duration of 
lifting the cargo from ports was exceeding the 
free-time as allowed to the importers under normal 
course of business. The FBR issued similar instruc-
tions to container terminal operators on March 31, 
2020 to waive demurrage and detention charges in 
order to facilitate importers and trade community in 
this dif�icult time.

The association said that terminals would choke if the 
government fails to take timely decision. It said that 
imports related to prevention of coronavirus might 
not have place to berth due to huge backlog.In order 
to clear backlog on faster pace, it suggested waiver or 
relaxation of port charges in coordination of KPT/Port 
Qasim authorities and port terminals with no delay. It 
further suggested waiver/relaxation in shipping 
charges, especially on rented containers. (Credits: The 
News)

Containers Pile Up at Port as Export Orders 
Cancelled

April 5, Export containers are piling up at Karachi 
ports since March 22 owing to non-availability of 
shipping lines and order deferments from buyers. The 
Karachi Port, which handled 76 per cent of total 
export cargo, has seen a decline of 31pc in shipments 
of export containers between March 22 to April 3. The 
broader reasons of decline are listed as cancellation of 
orders from buyers and diminished availability of 
ships.Data compiled by Pakistan Customs shows that 
the total export containers shipped between March 22 
till April 3 was 12,690 containers whereas the total 
export containers that reached the port is 19,625, 
leaving a stock of 6,935 containers at the port. 

Exports from eastern border are almost zero as Paki-
stan has already suspended exports to Indian at 

Wagha border. In the wake of coronavirus outbreak, 
the western borders—Chaman and Torkham were 
also closed for export to Afghanistan and onward 
Central Asian States. Similarly, Taftan border stations 
with Iran were also closed for trade with Iran.Accord-
ing to customs data, only 15pc export cargo through 
air is going from the country. “Air freight units export 
are badly effected due to air space closure and only 
few freighters are going from Pakistan”, said a 
customs of�icial.The coronavirus outbreak also led to 
closure of transit cargo via Pakistan. (Credits:Dawn)

Pak Navy Distributes Ration Among Deserving 
Families in Different Parts of Country

 

April 5, Pakistan Navy distributed ration among thou-
sands of deserving families in different parts of the 
country, including coastal and creek areas. The ration 
was distributed among low income employees of 
various organizations in Karachi as well as �ishermen 
of suburbs. Besides, residents of shanty towns in 
Islamabad and Lahore were provided with essential 
items. The Pakistan Navy is also actively playing its 
role in the awareness campaign against the Coronavi-
rus pandemic in addition to serving humanity. (Cred-
its: The Nation)

Gwadar Port Stays Largely Unaffected by Global 
Pandemic

April 6,  Despite the prevailing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Gwadar Port a major project under the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is functioning well. 
It is pertinent to mention that a large number of 
projects under the BRI employ a limited number of 
Chinese staff and rely on local employees for most 
roles. According to the latest head count, there are 
two Chinese employees and 140 Pakistani employees 

working at Gwadar Port. The port’s operations have 
not halted. The source further said that while there is 
no negative impact on the port’s operations, it cannot 
remain unaffected by the impact the coronavirus has 
had on global shipping. Business development to 
attract foreign investors has also come to a temporary 
halt. The port itself has been sealed off for outsiders 
and the number of non-essential visits have been cut 
to a minimum. However, the pandemic is unlikely to 
have a long-term impact on the port’s development, 
which is measured on a scale of years rather than 
months.(Credits:Business Recorder)

Pakistan Coast Guards Screened 4,256 Fishermen 
for COVID-19

April 7, The Pakistan Cost Guards (PCG) have so far 
conducted screening of 4,256 �ishermen who had 
been �ishing in the open sea in 284 boats along the 
Pakistani coastline to detect the cases of the novel 
coronavirus among them. The PCG DG informed the 
governor that after the screening, four suspected 
cases of coronavirus among the �ishermen were 
referred to a hospital in Gwadar. He said 20 small and 
big boats and 600 personnel of the coast guards had 
been active to prevent the spread of coronavirus 
among the �ishermen communities. Brig Qamar told 
the governor that the coast guards had also distribut-
ed rations among 730 families of �ishermen in view of 
their hardships due to the lockdown regime. He said 
�ishermen associated with small-scale �isheries had 
been allowed to do �ishing activities up to �ive nautical 
miles through the use of small �ishing boats in view of 
their economic hardships due to the lockdown. (Cred-
its: The News)

Whale Specimen From Pakistan to Help Assess Its 
Longevity

 

April 7, Data from atomic bomb tests conducted 
during the Cold War have helped scientists accurately 

age the world’s biggest �ish, according to a BBC report. 
According to a study published in the journal Fron-
tiers in Marine Science, whale sharks can live an 
incredibly long time.Whale sharks are both the 
biggest �ish and the biggest sharks in existence.Grow-
ing up to 18m in length, and weighing on average of 
about 20 tonnes, their distinctive white spotted 
colouration makes them easily recognisable. However, 
the species is now classi�ied as endangered because of 
over-�ishing in places like Thailand and the Philip-
pines. (Credits:Dawn)

Fishermen in Coastal Villages Receive Rations, Aid

 
April 8, The �ishermen residing in the coastal areas of 
Sindh were given rations and monetary aid as per the 
directives of Fishermen Cooperative Society (FCS) 
chairperson Hafeez Abdul Bar, to help them pull 
through the �inancial crunch in the wake of a coun-
try-wide lockdown.Speaking in this regard, Bar, who 
was supervising the distribution, said, “We have been 
trying to reach the �ishermen in all remote areas along 
the coastal belt for rations and money distribution.”He 
has directed FCS director Asif Bhatti to oversee the 
disbursement in Baba and Bhit, Shams Pir, Mubarak 
Village and Younisabad, and ensure that all needing 
help are provided assistance. (Credits: Express Trib-
une)

IT Ministry Approves 11 Projects Worth Rs11.5b

 
 

April 8, The Ministry of Information Technology and 
Telecommunication has approved 11 projects worth 
Rs11.52 billion which include the establishment of an 

optic �ibre base communication link between Karachi 
and Gwadar along coastal highway. The Departmental 
Development Working Party (DDWP) of the Ministry 
of IT and Telecommunication gave the go-ahead to the 
projects, in a meeting chaired by IT Secretary Shoaib 
Ahmad Siddiqui, for �inancial year 2020-21. (Credits: 
Express Tribune)
 
Navy Extending Humanitarian Assistance During 
Lockdown

April 10, Pakistan Navy is extending nationwide 
humanitarian assistance to aggrieved families during 
current coronavirus pandemic and distributed 
food/commodities & Personal Protective Equipment 
at various cities/towns and hospitals across Pakistan. 
Thousands of ration bags carrying food items/sup-
plies were distributed to needy families residing at 
Ibrahim Haydri area at Karachi. Besides, in other 
major cities of Punjab including Lahore, Faisalabad, 
Multan, Bahawalpur and Muzaffargarh ration bags 
were also distributed.(Credits: Business Recorder)

ANF Busts Smuggling Attempt, Rs7 Billion Worth 
Drugs Seized

 

April 11, Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) Intelligence 
operation helped bust an unprecedented 7 billion 
rupees worth of drug smuggling attempt. A total of 
700 kilograms of high-grade heroin and 80 kilograms 
of opium/cocaine was seized in the operation. It was 
revealed that the operation took place at Port Qasim 
International Container Terminal in Karachi. (Cred-
its:ARY News)

Govt Orders Halt to Fishing Related Activities at 
Karachi Harbour to Stem Virus 

April 12, The Government of Sindh ordered that all 

�ishing related activities will remain suspended at 
Karachi Fish Harbour till further orders to contain the 
spread of the coronavirus.

“There has been no observance of SOPs for social 
distancing and there has been an increase in the 
number of Corona Virus cases (COVID-19) in Sindh, 
which are expected to rise expeditiously, the Govern-
ment of Sindh, in exercise of powers conferred under 
Section 3 of the Sindh Epidemic Disease Act, 2014, is 
to cease all the �ishing related activities at Karachi 
Fish Harbor Authority,” read a noti�ication.The 
government warned that any person found disobey-
ing any of “the above restriction or orders/directions 
made under this Order shall be deemed to have an 
offence punishable under Section 188 of Pakistan 
Penal Code as mention in Section 4 of the Act ibid.” 
(Credits:ARY News)

Ceasing’ Activities Termed as Ban on Seafood 
Export

April 13, Seafood exporters termed the Sindh govern-
ment's ‘ceasing' of all �ishing related activities at the 
�ish harbour as ‘ban' on �isheries export, fearing the 
move will yield �inancial losses to the processing 
units. However, the exporters feared that a closure of 
seafood processing units will virtually close the coun-
try's �isheries export to the world market due to the 
government's sudden move. The  factories have ready 
stocks of seafood for export, which needs shipment to 
the world markets but cannot be possible under the 
new government's order. “Factories have many export 
orders and stock in hand," exporters added.

Pakistan's export of seafood grew by 12.35 percent to 

$278.637 million in July-Feb 2019-20. Increase in 
seafood export now stands at $30.637 million in 
July-Feb 2019-20 from $248 million in July-Feb 
2018-19, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics shows. Export 
volume of seafood also went up by 5 percent or 6440 
metric tons to 114,865 metric tons in July-Feb 
2019-20 from 108,425 metric tons in July-Feb 
2018-19. Down by 17.08 percent or $5.251 million, 
seafood export declined to $25.495 million in Feb 
2020 from $30.746 million in Feb 2019. The country 
exported 11,504 metric tons of seafood in Feb 2020, 
which is low by 15 percent or 2002 metric tons, from 
13,506 metric tons in Feb 2019. (Credits:Business 
Recorder)

Biggest Ever Ship Docks at Karachi Port

 

April 15, The biggest ship, in terms of capacity, to have 
ever docket at Karachi Port was moored at the port.  
The ship was docked at South Asia Pakistan Termi-
nals. According to the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) 
administration, the ship, named South Hampton 
Express, having the capacity to carry 12,600 contain-
ers, arrived in Karachi from Abu Dhabi. The length of 
the ship is 366.1 meters, beam is 48.3 meters long and 
it depth is 14.8 meters. It will be used for shipping 
2,000 containers from the port. all possible and neces-
sary arrangement were made at the port as per KPT 
chairman’s directives and the staff and workers of the 
ships were inspected according to the guidelines 
issued by the government. The port is regularly disin-
fected so that the trade is not affected. (Credits: 
Express Tribune)

Ministry of Maritime Affairs All Set to Harness 
Potential in Deep Sea Fishing

 

April 18, The Ministry of Maritime Affairs is all set to 
harness the potential in deep sea �ishing by providing 
access to cost effective and state of the art equipment 
to Pakistani �ishermen. Fisheries Development Com-
missioner Dr. Sa�ia Mushtaq gave a presentation to 
Minister for Maritime Affairs Syed Ali Haider Zaidi. 
Vessel Monitoring Systems is an integral element of 
monitoring, control and surveillance programs at the 
national and international level. Once installed, the 
�ishermen currently operating from coastal areas of 
the province of Sindh and Balochistan, will get bene-
�itted the most. It  will help in monitoring and regulat-
ing the �ishing activities, which will result an increase 
in the revenues of both the individual �ishermen and 
the industry as a whole. As the �irst step in the mod-
ernization of industry, the said technology will open 
new avenues of development and sustainability in the 
�ishing industry of Pakistan. (Credts: Radio Pakistan)

Karachi Fishermen Allowed to Resume Work 
Under Strict SOPs

April 19, The Sindh government has allowed the 
�ishermen of Karachi to resume work under strict 
SOPs issued by the administration. In a noti�ication 
issued on Sunday, the government instructed Karachi 
Fish Harbor Authority and Fishermen Cooperative 
Society to ensure social distancing being practised. 
The authority has to provide masks, gloves and sani-
tiser to all �ishermen and employees. Authorities will 
also have to manage traf�ic to ensure there isn’t any 
rush at the harbour. Fishermen will be allowed to go 
for a catch from 5 PM to 6 AM and will have to clean 
their boats and ships before and after unloading. 
According to the noti�ication, not more than four 

people will be allowed to be in a single boat at the 
same time. Anyone found violating the law will be 
punished under Section 4 of the Sindh Epidemic 
Disease Control Act, 2014. 

 
Previously, the government had shut down businesses 
and industries as part of precautionary measures to 
contain the novel coronavirus. Pakistan's export of 
seafood grew by 12.35 percent to $278.637 million in 
July-Feb 2019-20. Increase in seafood export now 
stands at $30.637 million in July-Feb 2019-20 from 
$248 million in July-Feb 2018-19, Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics shows. (Credits: Pakistan Today)

Pakistan Opens Afghan Trade Through Gwadar 
Port

April 20,  The government of Pakistan has allowed 
import of Afghan bulk cargoes under Afghanistan 
Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement through Gwadar 
Port. “For the sake of ef�icient and cost-effective oper-
ationalisation of the Gwadar Port and the West-
ern-Corridor of the CPEC, the import of Afghan 
bulk-cargo of wheat, sugar, and fertilizer at the 
Gwadar Port and onward transit to Afghanistan shall 
be permitted,” said an of�ice memorandum issued by 
the Ministry of Commerce on April 17, 2020 regarding 
the implementation of the Import and Export Policy 
Orders through shipping procedure and instructions 
for operationalisation of the Gwadar Port. 

The Customs authorities shall take necessary and cost 
ef�icient measures to ensure the en route security of 
the cargo. The Gwadar Port had started handling tran-
sit cargo to and from Afghanistan. Pakistan handles 
around 48 percent of total Afghan exports and 
approximately 60 percent of Afghan transit trade goes 
through the Torkham border. However, now the bulk 
supply of sugar, wheat and fertilizer through Gwadar 
port will increase traf�ic at Gwadar port besides 
decreasing the load of work at Karachi port. It will 
also reduce the cost and time for the transportation of 
the commodities to Afghanistan. (Credits: The Nation)

Pakistan Navy Launches Mangroves Plantation 
Campaign 2020 for 'Green Pakistan'
 
April 21, Pakistan Navy in line with the Govt of Paki-
stan’s vision of “Clean and Green Pakistan” launched 
the �ifth consecutive campaign on Mangroves Planta-
tion in the Coastal Areas of Sindh and Balochistan 
provinces.  Commander Coast, Vice Admiral Faisal 
Rasool Lodhi graced the occasion as Chief Guest and 
inaugurated Pakistan Navy Mangroves Plantation 
Campaign 2020 by planting sapling of Mangroves at 
Port Bin Qasim area. This year Campaign entails an 
effort to plant over 3 million mangroves in the Coastal 
Areas of Sindh and Balochistan provinces.

Mangroves are vital to coastal ecosystem, prevention 
of sea intrusion and sustainment of marine life.  
Unfortunately over the years, Mangroves along the 
Pakistani coast have lessened due to negligence and 
apathy of all concerned.  Being a major stakeholder of 
the maritime domain and realizing the importance of 
mangroves for marine life, Pakistan Navy has taken a 
major initiative to revive Mangrove forests all along 
the coast. Realizing the importance of Mangroves 
forests in combating pollution, countering coastal 
erosion and providing a number of economic and 

�inancial opportunities to coastal communities, Paki-
stan Navy in line with the vision of the Federal 
Government regularly under takes Mangroves Planta-
tion Campaigns.  In last 4 years, since the beginning of 
the mangrove plantation, Pakistan Navy has planted 
over 6 million mangroves all along the coastal belt of 
Sindh and Balochistan. (Credits: The Nation)

BU Donates to COVID-19 Relief Fund

 

April 21, Bahria University has lined-up its resources 
to counter implications of coronavirus across the 
country. In this perspective, Bahria University Man-
agement including of�icers and faculty across Pakistan 
have donated one day's salary to the PM COVID 19 
Relief Fund to help �ight the coronavirus outbreak in 
the country. Bahria University being dedicated to 
encourage community services was one of the �irst to 
have contributed in this noble cause considering it a 
national obligation. Beside the generous monetary 
contribution,  Bahria University is also extending 
nationwide humanitarian assistance to aggrieved 
families. Students of BU, Islamabad Lahore & Karachi 
campuses, keeping safety measures are actively 
involved in relief work. Large number of ration packs 
containing basic food items for a month are being 
distributed to underprivileged families. (Credits: The 
News)

Fishermen Have High Hopes from Freshwater 
Flow in Delta

April 21,  Natural custodians of the mangrove forests 
along the coast are hopeful that early �low of water 
from the River Indus to the sea will bene�it the delta 
ecosystem. Mangrove scientists believe that timely 
river water �low to the delta helps natural seed 
growth on mangroves, which helps the dependent 

marine species thrive as well. Mangroves grow best in 
coastal saline and brackish water.

Fayyaz Rasool, manager Marine Pollution Control 
Department at Karachi Port Trust (KPT), said the river 
�lows in to the delta through its creeks in Thatta and 
Sujawal districts, and the freshwater helps dilute the 
salinity in seawaters. Presently, mangrove forests 
exist along the coast of Sindh on saline mud. Growth of 
these essential trees and shrubs is threatened when 
the river water �low is low. Rasool calls it the weather 
system change this year, in which winter continued up 
till the end of March instead of mid-February. After 
several years, the delta has received freshwater of the 
River Indus, which will support the dependent biodi-
versity, not just mangroves, but also valuable �ish 
species that reside under these marine plants.

However, the delta is yet to receive the quantity of 
freshwater mandated by the Water Accord. This year, 
the river received more water, which helped the 
downstream �low, increasing hope in the hearts of 
�ishermen.These plants provide home to different 
marine species like �ish, shrimps and crabs. It also 
attracts bird species, both local and migratory, some 
of which stay there permanently, while others return 
back to their native lands after end of winter in March 
every year. Apart from this, these marine forests are 
considered natural shields along the coast that help 
avoid natural calamities, like cyclones and tsunamis. 
However, the mangroves have shrunk alarmingly, 
exposing communities residing along the entire coast, 
including Karachi city, to disasters. The reduction of 
mangroves cover, reportedly started from 1966 to 
1998, because of unavailability or shortage of river 
�low. It has had negative impacts on the mangroves 
ecosystem. The community people said the river �low 
used to bring more quantity of silt with it through 
different creeks, which have made the delta. Now they 
want the government authorities and those involved 
in forest restoration to save the delta, which provides 
livelihoods to those living along the system. (Credits: 
The News)

PQA Doing Brilliant Job in Handling Cargo Ships

Apri 21, Port Qasim Authority (PQA) has done an 
admirable job to handle over 140 cargo ships last 

07

National News

month which is highest number compared to any 
other month in this �inancial year. PQA continues at 
same pace during April and is likely to improve its 
performance of last month. PQA is operating under 
Special COVID-19 SOPs and ships carrying LNG, edible 
& other oils, coal, commodities continue to berth, 
unloaded and transported across the country. Export 
related cargo also continues to be handled via PQA. 
Maritime Minister Ali Zaidi has praised PQA perfor-
mance in a tweet to handle more Cargo ships during 
the corona pandemic compared to any other time 
despite adverse operating conditions globally. Minis-
try of Maritime Affairs had issued special operating 
manuals for PQA and Karachi Port Trust (KPT) in mid 
March for safety of personnel and continuity of opera-
tions. Ports have critical importance in country’s 
economic lifeline as 90% of trade is seaborne. (Cred-
its: The News)

KPT Grants 15-Day Free Storage for Cargoes Amid 
Lockdown

April 22, Karachi Port Trust (KPT) has granted import-
ers free access to its storage spaces for two weeks to 
lessen their demurrage burden that swells due to lack 
of transportation amid lockdown.

Minister for Maritime Affairs Ali Zaidi said the deci-
sion was taken in view of hardships being faced by 
businesses due to COVID-19. “KPT will also allow the 
terminal operating companies (TOCs) to utilise KPT 
storage area to accommodate excessive containers 
subject to availability of space,” Zaidi said in a tweet. 
TOCs will be additionally allowed to utilise KPT land 
till May 15 for the containers landing between March 
25 and April 30, 2020. The federal cabinet extended 
the free time to provide relief to the business commu-
nity. (Credits: The News)

Zaidi Appreciates Port Qasim and Karachi Port 
Trust for Outstanding Performance

April 24, Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Ali 
Haider Zaidi said a record number of 140 vessels were 
handled at Port Qasim during March, highest number 
in past nine months despite COVID-19 pandemic 
which brought halt in activities in many of the region-
al ports. He appreciated the administration as well as 

workers associated with Port Qasim Authority, Kara-
chi Port Trust and Pakistan National Shipping Corpo-
ration for their commitment towards the national 
cause and ef�iciently braving the challenge.

He also appreciated private terminal companies, 
operational in the two parts, for supplementing the 
cause with the hope that they could further contribute 
to the needed relief to the importers using their facili-
ties urging private shipping lines to play their due role 
facilitating the traders who hold years old relation-
ship with them and in the given global scenario 
needed to be extended due concession. (Credits: Busi-
ness Recorder)

Pakistan Navy Successfully Tested Anti-Ship 
Missiles in Arabian Sea

 

April 25, Pakistan Navy has successfully demonstrated 
�iring of anti-ship missiles in the north Arabian Sea. 
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Zafar Mahmood 
Abbasi observed the �iring of missiles. Pakistan Navy 
warships and aircraft �ired anti-ship missiles at sea 
level. The Naval Chief said that the Pakistan Navy was 
fully capable of responding to the aggression of 
enemy. (Credits: Daily Times)



Virus Forces Fishing Ban Near Gwadar

 

April 2,  Authorities of coastal district Gwadar have 
banned �ishing in the Arabian Sea in view of the coro-
navirus pandemic. Gwadar Deputy Commissioner 
retired Captain Mohammad Waseem has urged the 
�ishermen community to show responsibility and not 
violate his government’s orders. He said in order to 
prevent coronavirus from spreading in Gwadar, local 
�ishermen should join hands with the administration 
by not holding public gatherings.  He explained that all 
decisions are being taken in best interest of the people 
of Gwadar and Instead of �ishing in the sea �ishermen 
should stay at their homes during the lockdown. He 
ordered release of all �ishermen who had been 
detained by Levies force for violating the lockdown 
after screening and testing them for coronavirus. 
(Credits:Dawn)

Pakistan Navy, ANF Jointly Seize 100kg of Heroin 
in Sea Raid

 

April 3, Pakistan Navy along with of�icials of Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) seized a huge cache of heroin100 
kilograms of ice-drug during a sea operation. A joint 
intelligence-based operation was conducted by the 
Pakistan Navy and the Anti-Narcotics Force at Pishu-
kan near Jiwani, Balochistan. A PMSA vessel located 
and subsequently approached a suspicious fast speed 

boat of suspected smugglers, seized the drugs and 
impounded the boat.The value of narcotics in the 
international market was estimated to be approxi-
mately Rs2.2 billion. The narcotics were handed over 
to the Anti-Narcotics Force for further legal proceed-
ings. (Credits:ARY News)

Keel-Laying Ceremony Held for 2nd Missile Frig-
ate for Pakistan Navy in China

April 3, The keel-laying ceremony for the second Type 
054A/P missile frigate, destined for the Pakistani 
Navy, was held at the Hudong–Zhonghua Shipyard in 
Shanghai, China. The of�icials from the Pakistan Navy 
and the Hudong Zhonghua Shipbuilding Group 
attended the ceremony. The Type 054A multi-purpose 
guided-missile frigate is the backbone type of the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy, with 30 
vessels in commission. 

Pakistan signed the �irst contract of two Type 054A/P 
frigates, an export version of the Type 054A, in 2017 
and purchased two more ships in June 2018. The steel 
cutting ceremony for the �inal two ships took place in 
last November. All four frigates will be manufactured 
in China and delivered to the Pakistan Navy in 2021. 
Once built, these warships will become the most tech-
nologically advanced platforms of the Pakistani Navy, 
which will enhance its combat capability to meet 
future challenges and maintain peace, stability, and 
balance of power in the Indian Ocean. (Credits:APP)

Pak Navy Seizes 100kg Of Crystal Meth

April 4, The Pakistan Navy in a joint operation with the 
Pakistan Customs Intelligence have recovered a huge 
cache of crystal meth approximately 100 
kilogrammes. Navy personnel carried out an offshore 
intelligence-based operation with the Pakistan 
Customs in the Ibrahim Hyderi area near Bin Qasim. 
The drug seized was worth around Rs1.6 billion and it 
was handed over to the Pakistan Customs Intelligence 
for the initiation of legal proceedings. The successful 
execution of the joint anti-narcotics operation was a 
result of prolonged surveillance and operational coor-
dination demonstrating the navy’s effective monitor-
ing of the coastline. (Credits: The News)

FBR Tells Shipping Lines to Withdraw Charges

April 4, The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) on Friday 
issued instructions to shipping lines and shipping 
agents to allow waiver of delay and detention charges 
during lockdown to contain the coronavirus.The 
customs authorities said that Pakistan was currently 
facing a great challenge to address the issue of spread 
of COVID-19.  As a result of lockdown and restriction 
of movement of people / vehicle, the time duration of 
lifting the cargo from ports was exceeding the 
free-time as allowed to the importers under normal 
course of business. The FBR issued similar instruc-
tions to container terminal operators on March 31, 
2020 to waive demurrage and detention charges in 
order to facilitate importers and trade community in 
this dif�icult time.

The association said that terminals would choke if the 
government fails to take timely decision. It said that 
imports related to prevention of coronavirus might 
not have place to berth due to huge backlog.In order 
to clear backlog on faster pace, it suggested waiver or 
relaxation of port charges in coordination of KPT/Port 
Qasim authorities and port terminals with no delay. It 
further suggested waiver/relaxation in shipping 
charges, especially on rented containers. (Credits: The 
News)

Containers Pile Up at Port as Export Orders 
Cancelled

April 5, Export containers are piling up at Karachi 
ports since March 22 owing to non-availability of 
shipping lines and order deferments from buyers. The 
Karachi Port, which handled 76 per cent of total 
export cargo, has seen a decline of 31pc in shipments 
of export containers between March 22 to April 3. The 
broader reasons of decline are listed as cancellation of 
orders from buyers and diminished availability of 
ships.Data compiled by Pakistan Customs shows that 
the total export containers shipped between March 22 
till April 3 was 12,690 containers whereas the total 
export containers that reached the port is 19,625, 
leaving a stock of 6,935 containers at the port. 

Exports from eastern border are almost zero as Paki-
stan has already suspended exports to Indian at 

Wagha border. In the wake of coronavirus outbreak, 
the western borders—Chaman and Torkham were 
also closed for export to Afghanistan and onward 
Central Asian States. Similarly, Taftan border stations 
with Iran were also closed for trade with Iran.Accord-
ing to customs data, only 15pc export cargo through 
air is going from the country. “Air freight units export 
are badly effected due to air space closure and only 
few freighters are going from Pakistan”, said a 
customs of�icial.The coronavirus outbreak also led to 
closure of transit cargo via Pakistan. (Credits:Dawn)

Pak Navy Distributes Ration Among Deserving 
Families in Different Parts of Country

 

April 5, Pakistan Navy distributed ration among thou-
sands of deserving families in different parts of the 
country, including coastal and creek areas. The ration 
was distributed among low income employees of 
various organizations in Karachi as well as �ishermen 
of suburbs. Besides, residents of shanty towns in 
Islamabad and Lahore were provided with essential 
items. The Pakistan Navy is also actively playing its 
role in the awareness campaign against the Coronavi-
rus pandemic in addition to serving humanity. (Cred-
its: The Nation)

Gwadar Port Stays Largely Unaffected by Global 
Pandemic

April 6,  Despite the prevailing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Gwadar Port a major project under the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is functioning well. 
It is pertinent to mention that a large number of 
projects under the BRI employ a limited number of 
Chinese staff and rely on local employees for most 
roles. According to the latest head count, there are 
two Chinese employees and 140 Pakistani employees 

working at Gwadar Port. The port’s operations have 
not halted. The source further said that while there is 
no negative impact on the port’s operations, it cannot 
remain unaffected by the impact the coronavirus has 
had on global shipping. Business development to 
attract foreign investors has also come to a temporary 
halt. The port itself has been sealed off for outsiders 
and the number of non-essential visits have been cut 
to a minimum. However, the pandemic is unlikely to 
have a long-term impact on the port’s development, 
which is measured on a scale of years rather than 
months.(Credits:Business Recorder)

Pakistan Coast Guards Screened 4,256 Fishermen 
for COVID-19

April 7, The Pakistan Cost Guards (PCG) have so far 
conducted screening of 4,256 �ishermen who had 
been �ishing in the open sea in 284 boats along the 
Pakistani coastline to detect the cases of the novel 
coronavirus among them. The PCG DG informed the 
governor that after the screening, four suspected 
cases of coronavirus among the �ishermen were 
referred to a hospital in Gwadar. He said 20 small and 
big boats and 600 personnel of the coast guards had 
been active to prevent the spread of coronavirus 
among the �ishermen communities. Brig Qamar told 
the governor that the coast guards had also distribut-
ed rations among 730 families of �ishermen in view of 
their hardships due to the lockdown regime. He said 
�ishermen associated with small-scale �isheries had 
been allowed to do �ishing activities up to �ive nautical 
miles through the use of small �ishing boats in view of 
their economic hardships due to the lockdown. (Cred-
its: The News)

Whale Specimen From Pakistan to Help Assess Its 
Longevity

 

April 7, Data from atomic bomb tests conducted 
during the Cold War have helped scientists accurately 

age the world’s biggest �ish, according to a BBC report. 
According to a study published in the journal Fron-
tiers in Marine Science, whale sharks can live an 
incredibly long time.Whale sharks are both the 
biggest �ish and the biggest sharks in existence.Grow-
ing up to 18m in length, and weighing on average of 
about 20 tonnes, their distinctive white spotted 
colouration makes them easily recognisable. However, 
the species is now classi�ied as endangered because of 
over-�ishing in places like Thailand and the Philip-
pines. (Credits:Dawn)

Fishermen in Coastal Villages Receive Rations, Aid

 
April 8, The �ishermen residing in the coastal areas of 
Sindh were given rations and monetary aid as per the 
directives of Fishermen Cooperative Society (FCS) 
chairperson Hafeez Abdul Bar, to help them pull 
through the �inancial crunch in the wake of a coun-
try-wide lockdown.Speaking in this regard, Bar, who 
was supervising the distribution, said, “We have been 
trying to reach the �ishermen in all remote areas along 
the coastal belt for rations and money distribution.”He 
has directed FCS director Asif Bhatti to oversee the 
disbursement in Baba and Bhit, Shams Pir, Mubarak 
Village and Younisabad, and ensure that all needing 
help are provided assistance. (Credits: Express Trib-
une)

IT Ministry Approves 11 Projects Worth Rs11.5b

 
 

April 8, The Ministry of Information Technology and 
Telecommunication has approved 11 projects worth 
Rs11.52 billion which include the establishment of an 

optic �ibre base communication link between Karachi 
and Gwadar along coastal highway. The Departmental 
Development Working Party (DDWP) of the Ministry 
of IT and Telecommunication gave the go-ahead to the 
projects, in a meeting chaired by IT Secretary Shoaib 
Ahmad Siddiqui, for �inancial year 2020-21. (Credits: 
Express Tribune)
 
Navy Extending Humanitarian Assistance During 
Lockdown

April 10, Pakistan Navy is extending nationwide 
humanitarian assistance to aggrieved families during 
current coronavirus pandemic and distributed 
food/commodities & Personal Protective Equipment 
at various cities/towns and hospitals across Pakistan. 
Thousands of ration bags carrying food items/sup-
plies were distributed to needy families residing at 
Ibrahim Haydri area at Karachi. Besides, in other 
major cities of Punjab including Lahore, Faisalabad, 
Multan, Bahawalpur and Muzaffargarh ration bags 
were also distributed.(Credits: Business Recorder)

ANF Busts Smuggling Attempt, Rs7 Billion Worth 
Drugs Seized

 

April 11, Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) Intelligence 
operation helped bust an unprecedented 7 billion 
rupees worth of drug smuggling attempt. A total of 
700 kilograms of high-grade heroin and 80 kilograms 
of opium/cocaine was seized in the operation. It was 
revealed that the operation took place at Port Qasim 
International Container Terminal in Karachi. (Cred-
its:ARY News)

Govt Orders Halt to Fishing Related Activities at 
Karachi Harbour to Stem Virus 

April 12, The Government of Sindh ordered that all 

�ishing related activities will remain suspended at 
Karachi Fish Harbour till further orders to contain the 
spread of the coronavirus.

“There has been no observance of SOPs for social 
distancing and there has been an increase in the 
number of Corona Virus cases (COVID-19) in Sindh, 
which are expected to rise expeditiously, the Govern-
ment of Sindh, in exercise of powers conferred under 
Section 3 of the Sindh Epidemic Disease Act, 2014, is 
to cease all the �ishing related activities at Karachi 
Fish Harbor Authority,” read a noti�ication.The 
government warned that any person found disobey-
ing any of “the above restriction or orders/directions 
made under this Order shall be deemed to have an 
offence punishable under Section 188 of Pakistan 
Penal Code as mention in Section 4 of the Act ibid.” 
(Credits:ARY News)

Ceasing’ Activities Termed as Ban on Seafood 
Export

April 13, Seafood exporters termed the Sindh govern-
ment's ‘ceasing' of all �ishing related activities at the 
�ish harbour as ‘ban' on �isheries export, fearing the 
move will yield �inancial losses to the processing 
units. However, the exporters feared that a closure of 
seafood processing units will virtually close the coun-
try's �isheries export to the world market due to the 
government's sudden move. The  factories have ready 
stocks of seafood for export, which needs shipment to 
the world markets but cannot be possible under the 
new government's order. “Factories have many export 
orders and stock in hand," exporters added.

Pakistan's export of seafood grew by 12.35 percent to 

$278.637 million in July-Feb 2019-20. Increase in 
seafood export now stands at $30.637 million in 
July-Feb 2019-20 from $248 million in July-Feb 
2018-19, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics shows. Export 
volume of seafood also went up by 5 percent or 6440 
metric tons to 114,865 metric tons in July-Feb 
2019-20 from 108,425 metric tons in July-Feb 
2018-19. Down by 17.08 percent or $5.251 million, 
seafood export declined to $25.495 million in Feb 
2020 from $30.746 million in Feb 2019. The country 
exported 11,504 metric tons of seafood in Feb 2020, 
which is low by 15 percent or 2002 metric tons, from 
13,506 metric tons in Feb 2019. (Credits:Business 
Recorder)

Biggest Ever Ship Docks at Karachi Port

 

April 15, The biggest ship, in terms of capacity, to have 
ever docket at Karachi Port was moored at the port.  
The ship was docked at South Asia Pakistan Termi-
nals. According to the Karachi Port Trust (KPT) 
administration, the ship, named South Hampton 
Express, having the capacity to carry 12,600 contain-
ers, arrived in Karachi from Abu Dhabi. The length of 
the ship is 366.1 meters, beam is 48.3 meters long and 
it depth is 14.8 meters. It will be used for shipping 
2,000 containers from the port. all possible and neces-
sary arrangement were made at the port as per KPT 
chairman’s directives and the staff and workers of the 
ships were inspected according to the guidelines 
issued by the government. The port is regularly disin-
fected so that the trade is not affected. (Credits: 
Express Tribune)

Ministry of Maritime Affairs All Set to Harness 
Potential in Deep Sea Fishing

 

April 18, The Ministry of Maritime Affairs is all set to 
harness the potential in deep sea �ishing by providing 
access to cost effective and state of the art equipment 
to Pakistani �ishermen. Fisheries Development Com-
missioner Dr. Sa�ia Mushtaq gave a presentation to 
Minister for Maritime Affairs Syed Ali Haider Zaidi. 
Vessel Monitoring Systems is an integral element of 
monitoring, control and surveillance programs at the 
national and international level. Once installed, the 
�ishermen currently operating from coastal areas of 
the province of Sindh and Balochistan, will get bene-
�itted the most. It  will help in monitoring and regulat-
ing the �ishing activities, which will result an increase 
in the revenues of both the individual �ishermen and 
the industry as a whole. As the �irst step in the mod-
ernization of industry, the said technology will open 
new avenues of development and sustainability in the 
�ishing industry of Pakistan. (Credts: Radio Pakistan)

Karachi Fishermen Allowed to Resume Work 
Under Strict SOPs

April 19, The Sindh government has allowed the 
�ishermen of Karachi to resume work under strict 
SOPs issued by the administration. In a noti�ication 
issued on Sunday, the government instructed Karachi 
Fish Harbor Authority and Fishermen Cooperative 
Society to ensure social distancing being practised. 
The authority has to provide masks, gloves and sani-
tiser to all �ishermen and employees. Authorities will 
also have to manage traf�ic to ensure there isn’t any 
rush at the harbour. Fishermen will be allowed to go 
for a catch from 5 PM to 6 AM and will have to clean 
their boats and ships before and after unloading. 
According to the noti�ication, not more than four 

people will be allowed to be in a single boat at the 
same time. Anyone found violating the law will be 
punished under Section 4 of the Sindh Epidemic 
Disease Control Act, 2014. 

 
Previously, the government had shut down businesses 
and industries as part of precautionary measures to 
contain the novel coronavirus. Pakistan's export of 
seafood grew by 12.35 percent to $278.637 million in 
July-Feb 2019-20. Increase in seafood export now 
stands at $30.637 million in July-Feb 2019-20 from 
$248 million in July-Feb 2018-19, Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics shows. (Credits: Pakistan Today)

Pakistan Opens Afghan Trade Through Gwadar 
Port

April 20,  The government of Pakistan has allowed 
import of Afghan bulk cargoes under Afghanistan 
Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement through Gwadar 
Port. “For the sake of ef�icient and cost-effective oper-
ationalisation of the Gwadar Port and the West-
ern-Corridor of the CPEC, the import of Afghan 
bulk-cargo of wheat, sugar, and fertilizer at the 
Gwadar Port and onward transit to Afghanistan shall 
be permitted,” said an of�ice memorandum issued by 
the Ministry of Commerce on April 17, 2020 regarding 
the implementation of the Import and Export Policy 
Orders through shipping procedure and instructions 
for operationalisation of the Gwadar Port. 

The Customs authorities shall take necessary and cost 
ef�icient measures to ensure the en route security of 
the cargo. The Gwadar Port had started handling tran-
sit cargo to and from Afghanistan. Pakistan handles 
around 48 percent of total Afghan exports and 
approximately 60 percent of Afghan transit trade goes 
through the Torkham border. However, now the bulk 
supply of sugar, wheat and fertilizer through Gwadar 
port will increase traf�ic at Gwadar port besides 
decreasing the load of work at Karachi port. It will 
also reduce the cost and time for the transportation of 
the commodities to Afghanistan. (Credits: The Nation)

Pakistan Navy Launches Mangroves Plantation 
Campaign 2020 for 'Green Pakistan'
 
April 21, Pakistan Navy in line with the Govt of Paki-
stan’s vision of “Clean and Green Pakistan” launched 
the �ifth consecutive campaign on Mangroves Planta-
tion in the Coastal Areas of Sindh and Balochistan 
provinces.  Commander Coast, Vice Admiral Faisal 
Rasool Lodhi graced the occasion as Chief Guest and 
inaugurated Pakistan Navy Mangroves Plantation 
Campaign 2020 by planting sapling of Mangroves at 
Port Bin Qasim area. This year Campaign entails an 
effort to plant over 3 million mangroves in the Coastal 
Areas of Sindh and Balochistan provinces.

Mangroves are vital to coastal ecosystem, prevention 
of sea intrusion and sustainment of marine life.  
Unfortunately over the years, Mangroves along the 
Pakistani coast have lessened due to negligence and 
apathy of all concerned.  Being a major stakeholder of 
the maritime domain and realizing the importance of 
mangroves for marine life, Pakistan Navy has taken a 
major initiative to revive Mangrove forests all along 
the coast. Realizing the importance of Mangroves 
forests in combating pollution, countering coastal 
erosion and providing a number of economic and 

�inancial opportunities to coastal communities, Paki-
stan Navy in line with the vision of the Federal 
Government regularly under takes Mangroves Planta-
tion Campaigns.  In last 4 years, since the beginning of 
the mangrove plantation, Pakistan Navy has planted 
over 6 million mangroves all along the coastal belt of 
Sindh and Balochistan. (Credits: The Nation)

BU Donates to COVID-19 Relief Fund

 

April 21, Bahria University has lined-up its resources 
to counter implications of coronavirus across the 
country. In this perspective, Bahria University Man-
agement including of�icers and faculty across Pakistan 
have donated one day's salary to the PM COVID 19 
Relief Fund to help �ight the coronavirus outbreak in 
the country. Bahria University being dedicated to 
encourage community services was one of the �irst to 
have contributed in this noble cause considering it a 
national obligation. Beside the generous monetary 
contribution,  Bahria University is also extending 
nationwide humanitarian assistance to aggrieved 
families. Students of BU, Islamabad Lahore & Karachi 
campuses, keeping safety measures are actively 
involved in relief work. Large number of ration packs 
containing basic food items for a month are being 
distributed to underprivileged families. (Credits: The 
News)

Fishermen Have High Hopes from Freshwater 
Flow in Delta

April 21,  Natural custodians of the mangrove forests 
along the coast are hopeful that early �low of water 
from the River Indus to the sea will bene�it the delta 
ecosystem. Mangrove scientists believe that timely 
river water �low to the delta helps natural seed 
growth on mangroves, which helps the dependent 

marine species thrive as well. Mangroves grow best in 
coastal saline and brackish water.

Fayyaz Rasool, manager Marine Pollution Control 
Department at Karachi Port Trust (KPT), said the river 
�lows in to the delta through its creeks in Thatta and 
Sujawal districts, and the freshwater helps dilute the 
salinity in seawaters. Presently, mangrove forests 
exist along the coast of Sindh on saline mud. Growth of 
these essential trees and shrubs is threatened when 
the river water �low is low. Rasool calls it the weather 
system change this year, in which winter continued up 
till the end of March instead of mid-February. After 
several years, the delta has received freshwater of the 
River Indus, which will support the dependent biodi-
versity, not just mangroves, but also valuable �ish 
species that reside under these marine plants.

However, the delta is yet to receive the quantity of 
freshwater mandated by the Water Accord. This year, 
the river received more water, which helped the 
downstream �low, increasing hope in the hearts of 
�ishermen.These plants provide home to different 
marine species like �ish, shrimps and crabs. It also 
attracts bird species, both local and migratory, some 
of which stay there permanently, while others return 
back to their native lands after end of winter in March 
every year. Apart from this, these marine forests are 
considered natural shields along the coast that help 
avoid natural calamities, like cyclones and tsunamis. 
However, the mangroves have shrunk alarmingly, 
exposing communities residing along the entire coast, 
including Karachi city, to disasters. The reduction of 
mangroves cover, reportedly started from 1966 to 
1998, because of unavailability or shortage of river 
�low. It has had negative impacts on the mangroves 
ecosystem. The community people said the river �low 
used to bring more quantity of silt with it through 
different creeks, which have made the delta. Now they 
want the government authorities and those involved 
in forest restoration to save the delta, which provides 
livelihoods to those living along the system. (Credits: 
The News)

PQA Doing Brilliant Job in Handling Cargo Ships

Apri 21, Port Qasim Authority (PQA) has done an 
admirable job to handle over 140 cargo ships last 

month which is highest number compared to any 
other month in this �inancial year. PQA continues at 
same pace during April and is likely to improve its 
performance of last month. PQA is operating under 
Special COVID-19 SOPs and ships carrying LNG, edible 
& other oils, coal, commodities continue to berth, 
unloaded and transported across the country. Export 
related cargo also continues to be handled via PQA. 
Maritime Minister Ali Zaidi has praised PQA perfor-
mance in a tweet to handle more Cargo ships during 
the corona pandemic compared to any other time 
despite adverse operating conditions globally. Minis-
try of Maritime Affairs had issued special operating 
manuals for PQA and Karachi Port Trust (KPT) in mid 
March for safety of personnel and continuity of opera-
tions. Ports have critical importance in country’s 
economic lifeline as 90% of trade is seaborne. (Cred-
its: The News)

KPT Grants 15-Day Free Storage for Cargoes Amid 
Lockdown

April 22, Karachi Port Trust (KPT) has granted import-
ers free access to its storage spaces for two weeks to 
lessen their demurrage burden that swells due to lack 
of transportation amid lockdown.

Minister for Maritime Affairs Ali Zaidi said the deci-
sion was taken in view of hardships being faced by 
businesses due to COVID-19. “KPT will also allow the 
terminal operating companies (TOCs) to utilise KPT 
storage area to accommodate excessive containers 
subject to availability of space,” Zaidi said in a tweet. 
TOCs will be additionally allowed to utilise KPT land 
till May 15 for the containers landing between March 
25 and April 30, 2020. The federal cabinet extended 
the free time to provide relief to the business commu-
nity. (Credits: The News)

Zaidi Appreciates Port Qasim and Karachi Port 
Trust for Outstanding Performance

April 24, Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Ali 
Haider Zaidi said a record number of 140 vessels were 
handled at Port Qasim during March, highest number 
in past nine months despite COVID-19 pandemic 
which brought halt in activities in many of the region-
al ports. He appreciated the administration as well as 

workers associated with Port Qasim Authority, Kara-
chi Port Trust and Pakistan National Shipping Corpo-
ration for their commitment towards the national 
cause and ef�iciently braving the challenge.

He also appreciated private terminal companies, 
operational in the two parts, for supplementing the 
cause with the hope that they could further contribute 
to the needed relief to the importers using their facili-
ties urging private shipping lines to play their due role 
facilitating the traders who hold years old relation-
ship with them and in the given global scenario 
needed to be extended due concession. (Credits: Busi-
ness Recorder)

Pakistan Navy Successfully Tested Anti-Ship 
Missiles in Arabian Sea

 

April 25, Pakistan Navy has successfully demonstrated 
�iring of anti-ship missiles in the north Arabian Sea. 
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Zafar Mahmood 
Abbasi observed the �iring of missiles. Pakistan Navy 
warships and aircraft �ired anti-ship missiles at sea 
level. The Naval Chief said that the Pakistan Navy was 
fully capable of responding to the aggression of 
enemy. (Credits: Daily Times)
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Unrestricted Maritime Trade Crucial In Fight 
Against Coronavirus Pandemic 

April 1, Free-�low of global maritime trade is critical in 
the �ight against the coronavirus pandemic, which has 
put a strain on global commerce and negatively affect-
ed economies around the world, the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
said. Commercial shipping accounts for the transpor-
tation of around 80 percent of global trade, per 
UNCTAD statistics. The sector moves the world’s food, 
energy, and raw materials, as well as manufactured 
goods and components.  The global maritime trans-
port is even more critical now, as the world battles the 
coronavirus pandemic. The industry is key to moving 
around medical supplies, which are of primal impor-
tance in the response to COVID-19, as well as items 
are necessary for the preservation of many jobs in 
manufacturing.  (Credits: Venture Africa)

Marine Infrastructure Investment Offers Econo-
my-Wide Returns

April 15, A report prepared by Inforum at the Univer-
sity of Maryland for the U.S. Committee on the Marine 
Transportation System (CMTS), demonstrates that 

increasing investment in marine transportation 
system infrastructure above a business-as-usual 
scenario will improve economic performance. It was 
concluded in An Economic Analysis of Spending on 
Marine Transportation System (MTS) Infrastructure 
(April 2020)  that increased investment in infrastruc-
ture such as ports and inland waterways would deliv-
er higher levels of GDP, more jobs, increased incomes, 
improved trade performance and higher productivity. 
The study �inds that 80 percent of the gains to GDP 
from 2020-2045 will be due to higher productivity 
(output per hour worked), and the rest to increased 
employment. So, even under these changing economic 
times, if employees only gradually return to work, the 
countries should still expect to see noticeable gains in 
GDP. (Credits: Maritime Executive)

Jones Act Defenders Challenge Economic Argu-
ments for Repealing Century-Old Law

April 15, The contemporary usefulness of the 
100-year-old Jones Act was the main topic of discus-
sion during a webinar aired on April 14 as part of the 
Navy League’s Sea-Air-Space 2020. The Act is far from 
an outdated law that keeps shipping prices high and 
hurts the nation’s economy, a panel of maritime policy 
experts argued  “The biggest misconception of the 
Jones Act is the cost impact, the �inal cost to delivered 
goods,” John McCown, founder of Blue Alpha Capital. 
The Jones Act also known as the Merchant Marine Act 
of 1920 bars foreign-built, foreign-owned or 
foreign-�lagged vessels from conducting coastal and 
inland waterway trade within the United States and 
between the United States and some of its territories 
such as Puerto Rico. The law also generally applies 
restrictions that effectively prohibit Jones Act-compli-
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ant ships from being overhauled at foreign shipyards. 
Ship crews must be composed of U.S. citizens or legal 
U.S. residents. Opponents say it’s time to repeal the 
law because it has led to higher shipping costs, which 
pass along higher prices to vendors, retailers and 
consumers. They also maintain that higher costs have 
driven commercial shipbuilding industry overseas, 
leading to a smaller pool of quali�ied U.S. merchant 
mariners. Given medical supply shortages in the 
current COVID-19 pandemic, dependence on foreign 
vessels and foreign crews could pose not just a nation-
al security risk, but economic and homeland security 
risks if the argued the panelist if U.S remains depend-
ent on foreign supply chains, especially for medical 
equipment and pharmaceuticals, (Credits: Sea Power 
Magazine)

Sunk Costs: COVID-19 And The Maritime Industry
 

April 21, The rapid spread of the Covid-19 worldwide 
has had a major impact on global markets. The World 
Trade Organisation predicts that “world trade is 
expected to fall by between 13% and 32% in 2020 as 
the COVID-19 pandemic disrupts normal economic 
activity and life around the world”. The shipping 
industry, at the forefront on international trade 
enabling 90% of world trade at roughly USD 12 
trillion, is facing large scale disruptions the likes of 
which hasn’t been seen in decades. Due to the nature 
of the shipping industry being heavily dependent on 
travel and human interaction, it has been impacted 
materially both directly and indirectly from the 
outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic. Ship building has 
reached an all-time low as many shipyards issue force 

majeure declarations seeking to extend delivery dead-
lines. Demand for raw material and commodities has 
dropped, pushing freight rates lower. (Credits: ORF)

DP World Says Unclear When Global Trade Will 
Recover

April 25, The timing of a trade recovery from the 
economic crisis caused by the new coronavirus 
pandemic is uncertain, global ports operator DP 
World warned on Thursday. The Dubai state-con-
trolled company just last month said it was seeing 
demand bounce back as Chinese factories restarted, 
though the global spread of the virus has since drasti-
cally worsened, forcing many industries to a near halt. 
"The timing of any recovery is uncertain with trade 
expected to pick up as and when global economic 
activity normalizes," Chief Executive Sultan Ahmed 
bin Sulayem. DP World, which is returning to full state 
ownership, is focused on protecting pro�its and 
preserving cash �low by limiting costs and managing 
capital expenditure, he said. It handled 17.2 million 
box containers globally in the �irst quarter, down 
1.7%, while volumes at its �lagship Dubai Jebel Ali 
Port shrank 3.4% to 3.4 million box containers. "The 
real impact of covid-19 will be seen from 2Q2020 
onwards," said bin Sulayem. (Credits: DP World)
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April 1, Free-�low of global maritime trade is critical in 
the �ight against the coronavirus pandemic, which has 
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tation of around 80 percent of global trade, per 
UNCTAD statistics. The sector moves the world’s food, 
energy, and raw materials, as well as manufactured 
goods and components.  The global maritime trans-
port is even more critical now, as the world battles the 
coronavirus pandemic. The industry is key to moving 
around medical supplies, which are of primal impor-
tance in the response to COVID-19, as well as items 
are necessary for the preservation of many jobs in 
manufacturing.  (Credits: Venture Africa)

Marine Infrastructure Investment Offers Econo-
my-Wide Returns

April 15, A report prepared by Inforum at the Univer-
sity of Maryland for the U.S. Committee on the Marine 
Transportation System (CMTS), demonstrates that 

increasing investment in marine transportation 
system infrastructure above a business-as-usual 
scenario will improve economic performance. It was 
concluded in An Economic Analysis of Spending on 
Marine Transportation System (MTS) Infrastructure 
(April 2020)  that increased investment in infrastruc-
ture such as ports and inland waterways would deliv-
er higher levels of GDP, more jobs, increased incomes, 
improved trade performance and higher productivity. 
The study �inds that 80 percent of the gains to GDP 
from 2020-2045 will be due to higher productivity 
(output per hour worked), and the rest to increased 
employment. So, even under these changing economic 
times, if employees only gradually return to work, the 
countries should still expect to see noticeable gains in 
GDP. (Credits: Maritime Executive)

Jones Act Defenders Challenge Economic Argu-
ments for Repealing Century-Old Law

April 15, The contemporary usefulness of the 
100-year-old Jones Act was the main topic of discus-
sion during a webinar aired on April 14 as part of the 
Navy League’s Sea-Air-Space 2020. The Act is far from 
an outdated law that keeps shipping prices high and 
hurts the nation’s economy, a panel of maritime policy 
experts argued  “The biggest misconception of the 
Jones Act is the cost impact, the �inal cost to delivered 
goods,” John McCown, founder of Blue Alpha Capital. 
The Jones Act also known as the Merchant Marine Act 
of 1920 bars foreign-built, foreign-owned or 
foreign-�lagged vessels from conducting coastal and 
inland waterway trade within the United States and 
between the United States and some of its territories 
such as Puerto Rico. The law also generally applies 
restrictions that effectively prohibit Jones Act-compli-
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U.S. residents. Opponents say it’s time to repeal the 
law because it has led to higher shipping costs, which 
pass along higher prices to vendors, retailers and 
consumers. They also maintain that higher costs have 
driven commercial shipbuilding industry overseas, 
leading to a smaller pool of quali�ied U.S. merchant 
mariners. Given medical supply shortages in the 
current COVID-19 pandemic, dependence on foreign 
vessels and foreign crews could pose not just a nation-
al security risk, but economic and homeland security 
risks if the argued the panelist if U.S remains depend-
ent on foreign supply chains, especially for medical 
equipment and pharmaceuticals, (Credits: Sea Power 
Magazine)

Sunk Costs: COVID-19 And The Maritime Industry
 

April 21, The rapid spread of the Covid-19 worldwide 
has had a major impact on global markets. The World 
Trade Organisation predicts that “world trade is 
expected to fall by between 13% and 32% in 2020 as 
the COVID-19 pandemic disrupts normal economic 
activity and life around the world”. The shipping 
industry, at the forefront on international trade 
enabling 90% of world trade at roughly USD 12 
trillion, is facing large scale disruptions the likes of 
which hasn’t been seen in decades. Due to the nature 
of the shipping industry being heavily dependent on 
travel and human interaction, it has been impacted 
materially both directly and indirectly from the 
outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic. Ship building has 
reached an all-time low as many shipyards issue force 

majeure declarations seeking to extend delivery dead-
lines. Demand for raw material and commodities has 
dropped, pushing freight rates lower. (Credits: ORF)

DP World Says Unclear When Global Trade Will 
Recover

April 25, The timing of a trade recovery from the 
economic crisis caused by the new coronavirus 
pandemic is uncertain, global ports operator DP 
World warned on Thursday. The Dubai state-con-
trolled company just last month said it was seeing 
demand bounce back as Chinese factories restarted, 
though the global spread of the virus has since drasti-
cally worsened, forcing many industries to a near halt. 
"The timing of any recovery is uncertain with trade 
expected to pick up as and when global economic 
activity normalizes," Chief Executive Sultan Ahmed 
bin Sulayem. DP World, which is returning to full state 
ownership, is focused on protecting pro�its and 
preserving cash �low by limiting costs and managing 
capital expenditure, he said. It handled 17.2 million 
box containers globally in the �irst quarter, down 
1.7%, while volumes at its �lagship Dubai Jebel Ali 
Port shrank 3.4% to 3.4 million box containers. "The 
real impact of covid-19 will be seen from 2Q2020 
onwards," said bin Sulayem. (Credits: DP World)
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International Trade By Sea Needs To Be Guaran-
teed Despite Covid-19 - Shipping Bodies

April 1, The shipping industry must be prioritised as 
new restrictions surrounding the response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic come into force and start to 
hamper the delivery of food and medical supplies, 
according to international maritime bodies. IMO 
Secretary General Kitack Lim urged in a video state-
ment for practical and pragmatic response in these 
unusual times to address issues in crew changeovers, 
repairs, resupply, certi�ication and licensing of seafar-
ers. He called on countries to not disrupt the �low of 
commerce by sea.  Other international organisations 
such as International Transport Workers Federation 
(ITF) has called for recognition of seafarers as ‘key 
workers’, regardless of their nationality.  (Credits: RFI 
France)
 
Coronavirus Restrictions Are Creating A ‘Time 
Bomb’ In Maritime Shipping

April 17, There could be “terrible accidents” at sea if 
shipping crew changes continue to be blocked by 
coronavirus restrictions, the International Chamber 
of Shipping (ICS) told CNBC this week. Of 1.2 million 
crew members at sea at any one time, around 100,000 
usually leave their ships every month to comply with 
international maritime regulations protecting their 
health, safety and welfare. However, these crew 
changes have been hindered amid the coronavirus 
pandemic that has killed nearly 145,000 people and 
sickened more than 2.15 million worldwide. Due to 
government-imposed travel restrictions, �lights for 
seafarers to head home or to travel to ports are now 
unavailable, while immigration and health screening 
protocols are also impeding the “vitally necessary 

crew changes,” the press statement said. (Credits: 
CNBC)

Two Major International Players Gain Singapore 
Bunker Supplier Licenses
 

April 17, The Maritime and Port Authority of Singa-
pore (MPA) has awarded two new bunker supplier 
licenses to Minerva Bunkering and TFG Marine, 
following its call for applications for new licenses in 
December 2019. The MPA says that bunkering servic-
es in the Port of Singapore and oil trading remain 
resilient despite the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
Bunker sales in Singapore grew 5.4%, from 12.07 
million tonnes in the �irst quarter of 2019 to 12.72 
million tonnes in the �irst quarter of 2020. (Credits: 
Sea Trade)

Abu Dhabi Ports ‘Horn of Hope’ Solidarity Inspires 
Global Maritime Authorities

April 24, The ‘Horn of Hope’ initiative calls on all ships 
in harbours around the world to sound their horns in 
15-second bursts each evening, in recognition of the 
efforts of maritime, healthcare, and critical sector 
personnel, who are working diligently to ensure their 
respective communities remain safe and healthy. 
Similar efforts have been observed in a number of 
ports across Europe, such as the Port of Antwerp, 
Rotterdam, Vauban, Monaco, and Barcelona, in addi-
tion to Ports in Germany. Kitack Lim, secretary-gener-
al of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), 
added, “As the world’s standard-setting organisation 
for the shipping industry, it is heartening to see the 
Horns of Hope solidarity campaign begun by the UAE 
has been so enthusiastically adopted by global ports.” 
(Credits: Technical Review Middle East)
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As Coronavirus Weighs on Trade, South Korea 
Launches World’s Largest Container Ship
 

April 23, South Korea launched the world’s biggest 
container ship Thursday at a time when carriers are 
drastically cutting capacity to deal with a collapse in 
global trade caused by the coronavirus pandemic. 
South Korean President Moon Jae-in attended the 
christening of the Algeciras, a vessel as long as four 
football �ields with capacity for 24,000 containers. It is 
the �irst of a dozen new-generation vessels called 
megamaxes that will be delivered over the next year 
and operated by the country’s �lagship carrier, HMM. 
(Credits: The Wall Street Journal)

DP World Launches Worldwide Digital Platforms

April 24, DP World has launched new online logistics 
tools and services that will enable freight forwarders 
and businesses to book shipments of cargo from and 
to anywhere in the world. The initiative is a major step 
forward in digitizing the management of logistics to 
increase the ef�iciency, visibility and the resilience of 
global supply chains to help companies meet the chal-
lenge of the Covid-19 crisis. The initiative follows DP 
World's acquisition of SeaRates.com, a digital 
platform that enables customers to transport cargo 
worldwide at the click of a mouse, along with 
LandRates.com and AirRates.com. DP World has also 
created the Digital Freight Alliance which is an online 
association that brings freight forwarders globally 
onto one platform, giving them access to new tools, 
routes and services, and enabling them to do more 
business anytime anywhere. (Credits: Sea Trade) 
Photo: China Merchants

‘Unprecedented Levels’ Of Floating Storage, But 
What Is Next For The Tanker Market?

April 26, Floating storage has moved to “unprecedent-
ed levels” but with oil output cutbacks agreed how 
long can the market rally last? Charlie Chasty, a 
researcher from shipbrokers Af�inity, in a webinar 
presented statistics showing the destruction in oil 
products demand occurring in early March as a result 
of sharp increase in supply. 

It was explained that “�loating storage has moved to 
unprecedented levels” for both dirty -  129.8m barrels 
of crude and 60.7m barrels of products and clean - 
36.4m barrels - tankers, with “supportive storage 
economics driving tanker time charter activity”. The 
huge discounts in the spot prices of oil is likely to 
effect the vessel hires The next few weeks could bring 
some visibility on at least one near-term variable the 
compliance of oil exporters in actually paring back 
outputs to levels just agreed in the 9.7m barrel 
cutback deal. (Credits: Sea Trade)
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International Trade By Sea Needs To Be Guaran-
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crew members at sea at any one time, around 100,000 
usually leave their ships every month to comply with 
international maritime regulations protecting their 
health, safety and welfare. However, these crew 
changes have been hindered amid the coronavirus 
pandemic that has killed nearly 145,000 people and 
sickened more than 2.15 million worldwide. Due to 
government-imposed travel restrictions, �lights for 
seafarers to head home or to travel to ports are now 
unavailable, while immigration and health screening 
protocols are also impeding the “vitally necessary 

crew changes,” the press statement said. (Credits: 
CNBC)
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Bunker Supplier Licenses
 

April 17, The Maritime and Port Authority of Singa-
pore (MPA) has awarded two new bunker supplier 
licenses to Minerva Bunkering and TFG Marine, 
following its call for applications for new licenses in 
December 2019. The MPA says that bunkering servic-
es in the Port of Singapore and oil trading remain 
resilient despite the global COVID-19 pandemic. 
Bunker sales in Singapore grew 5.4%, from 12.07 
million tonnes in the �irst quarter of 2019 to 12.72 
million tonnes in the �irst quarter of 2020. (Credits: 
Sea Trade)

Abu Dhabi Ports ‘Horn of Hope’ Solidarity Inspires 
Global Maritime Authorities

April 24, The ‘Horn of Hope’ initiative calls on all ships 
in harbours around the world to sound their horns in 
15-second bursts each evening, in recognition of the 
efforts of maritime, healthcare, and critical sector 
personnel, who are working diligently to ensure their 
respective communities remain safe and healthy. 
Similar efforts have been observed in a number of 
ports across Europe, such as the Port of Antwerp, 
Rotterdam, Vauban, Monaco, and Barcelona, in addi-
tion to Ports in Germany. Kitack Lim, secretary-gener-
al of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), 
added, “As the world’s standard-setting organisation 
for the shipping industry, it is heartening to see the 
Horns of Hope solidarity campaign begun by the UAE 
has been so enthusiastically adopted by global ports.” 
(Credits: Technical Review Middle East)

As Coronavirus Weighs on Trade, South Korea 
Launches World’s Largest Container Ship
 

April 23, South Korea launched the world’s biggest 
container ship Thursday at a time when carriers are 
drastically cutting capacity to deal with a collapse in 
global trade caused by the coronavirus pandemic. 
South Korean President Moon Jae-in attended the 
christening of the Algeciras, a vessel as long as four 
football �ields with capacity for 24,000 containers. It is 
the �irst of a dozen new-generation vessels called 
megamaxes that will be delivered over the next year 
and operated by the country’s �lagship carrier, HMM. 
(Credits: The Wall Street Journal)

DP World Launches Worldwide Digital Platforms

April 24, DP World has launched new online logistics 
tools and services that will enable freight forwarders 
and businesses to book shipments of cargo from and 
to anywhere in the world. The initiative is a major step 
forward in digitizing the management of logistics to 
increase the ef�iciency, visibility and the resilience of 
global supply chains to help companies meet the chal-
lenge of the Covid-19 crisis. The initiative follows DP 
World's acquisition of SeaRates.com, a digital 
platform that enables customers to transport cargo 
worldwide at the click of a mouse, along with 
LandRates.com and AirRates.com. DP World has also 
created the Digital Freight Alliance which is an online 
association that brings freight forwarders globally 
onto one platform, giving them access to new tools, 
routes and services, and enabling them to do more 
business anytime anywhere. (Credits: Sea Trade) 
Photo: China Merchants

‘Unprecedented Levels’ Of Floating Storage, But 
What Is Next For The Tanker Market?

April 26, Floating storage has moved to “unprecedent-
ed levels” but with oil output cutbacks agreed how 
long can the market rally last? Charlie Chasty, a 
researcher from shipbrokers Af�inity, in a webinar 
presented statistics showing the destruction in oil 
products demand occurring in early March as a result 
of sharp increase in supply. 

It was explained that “�loating storage has moved to 
unprecedented levels” for both dirty -  129.8m barrels 
of crude and 60.7m barrels of products and clean - 
36.4m barrels - tankers, with “supportive storage 
economics driving tanker time charter activity”. The 
huge discounts in the spot prices of oil is likely to 
effect the vessel hires The next few weeks could bring 
some visibility on at least one near-term variable the 
compliance of oil exporters in actually paring back 
outputs to levels just agreed in the 9.7m barrel 
cutback deal. (Credits: Sea Trade)
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Ship Boarded By Armed Men In Gulf Of Oman Is 
Released

 
April 15, Armed men boarded a vessel at anchor in the 
Gulf of Oman on Tuesday but the ship was later 
released, the United Kingdom Maritime Trade Opera-
tions (UKMTO) said. “Vessel and crew are safe,” it said 
in an updated advisory, urging all vessels in the vicini-
ty to remain vigilant. UKMTO had earlier said the 
vessel had been at anchor around three nautical miles 
(nm) off Ras Al Kuh. Maritime security �irm Dryad 
Global separately tweeted that a Hong Kong-�lagged 
vessel had been released. It earlier said the ship had 
been at anchor waiting to approach Jubail in Saudi 
Arabia. (Credits: Middle East Monitor)

The Arctic: Great Powers & Their Geopolitical 
Interests

April 15, Climate change, global warming, and new 
trends of power politics have brought the Arctic into 
unique geopolitical limelight. The commercial mari-
time trade and energy routes, the wealth of natural 
resources that inter alia include an estimated 30 per 
cent of world’s undiscovered natural gas plus around 
13 per cent of oil reserves, The melting shores of 
Arctic are giving way to warm and tenuous lines, no 
longer keeping it the so-called ‘Zone of Peace’ that the 
former Russian President Mikhail Gorbachev envi-
sioned in 1987. During the Arctic Council’s meeting in 
2019, the United States surprised Canada, one of its 
closest allies, by including it alongside Russia and 
China as a security threat. (Credits: Global Village 
Space)

7 Countries To Join Turkish Naval Exercise In East 
Mediterranean
 

April 27, The exercise called “the Mediterranean 
Shield” had already become an international drill with 
the participation of Pakistani and Jordanian navies 
aims to expand the scope of the operation with more 
countries, including Algeria, Georgia, Albania, Azer-
baijan, Libya, Lebanon and Tunisia joining, Yeni Şafak 
daily reported. Mediterranean Shield, conducted 
every year since 2006, aims to boost preparedness to 
maritime security threats. Participants will contribute 
by information sharing and other means of assistance 
to enhance cooperation in the Eastern Mediterranean 
to secure peace in the region. Pakistan was a promi-
nent participant, contributing the PNS Alamgir 
(F260), an Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigate, as well as 
a maritime patrol aircraft and a naval special forces 
team. (Credits: Daily Sabah)

Cyberowl Nabs €2 Million To Increase Global Mar-
itime Cyber Security

April 28, UK-based globally-minded CyberOwl, 
provides early warning of cyber security breaches in 
assets such as ships, ports and infrastructure. It has 
raised €2 million to help expand its business in the 
maritime sector. Maritime security is a hot topic right 
now, with the IMO having ordered �leet operators to 
address their cyber security by 1 January 2021. CEO of 
CyberOwl, Dan Ng, said: “The world may be adjusting 
to a new reality but cyber attackers have had years of 
experience in remote working and thrive in chaotic 
environments like this. The Covid-19 crisis will put 
even greater pressure on maritime operators to 
manage their cyber risks”. (Credits: EU Startups)
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Global Maritime Forum Turns To Youth To Achieve 
UN Sustainable Development Goals

April 1, With only ten years left to achieve the 17 
Sustainable Development Goals, world leaders at the 
SDG Summit, the UN Secretary-General called on all 
sectors of society and the youth to mobilize for a 
Decade of Action and delivery for sustainable devel-
opment. Global Maritime Forum has engaged the 
youth for contributing for its 2020 Future Maritime 
Leaders competition. “We call on young people from 
around the world to share their bold ideas on how the 
maritime sector can contribute to the Decade of 
Action. (Credits: Global Maritime Forum)

Green Marine and Surfrider Foundation Europe 
Start Green Marine Europe

April 28, The Green Marine 
Europe label is based on the 
Green Marine environmental 
certi�ication program, a volun-
tary initiative by the maritime 
industry in Canada and the 
United States that aims to 
improve the environmental 
performance of maritime trans-
port beyond regulatory require-

ments. It targets environmental priorities namely: 
greenhouse gases, polluting atmospheric emissions, 
underwater noise, aquatic invasive species, the man-
agement of residual materials. The program is now 
available to European countries. (Credits: Maritime 
Executive)
 
Covid-19: Cruise Operators Facing Class-Action 
Lawsuits

April 30, Carnival has racked up over 20 lawsuits, 
while Celebrity Cruises faces a proposed class-action 
lawsuit �iled by its crew members. 

While many cruise companies insist that they acted as 
quickly and ef�iciently as possible in adherence with 
strict disembarking restrictions following the record 
number of infected passengers, and countless 
on-board quarantines, many customers and even 
some crewmembers have decided to �ile lawsuits 
against cruise operatives. “These claims are enormous 
nothing the industry’s seen before with so many 
passengers fallen sick and bringing suit,” said Martin 
Davies, Director of the US-based Tulane Maritime Law 
Center at Tulane University Law School.. (Credits: 
ITIJ)

COVID-19 Should Not Hinder Implementing Envi-
ronmental Regulations, Says DNV GL
 

April 30, The COVID-19 crisis has surpassed environ-
mental regulations as a hot topic in the media. There 
has been a lot of talk about a 50% reduction by 2050. 
While the global population and media is understand-
ably focused on the COVID-19 pandemic, there is a 
renewed focus on environmental concerns. This trend 
is driven by the European Green Deal, which aims for 
a climate neutral Europe by 2050. (Credits: Dredging 
Ports) 
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MARITIME CLUSTERS: THE FUTURE OF THE MARINE INDUSTRY

Maritime clusters are simply a group of companies in the maritime industries located in close proximity. Jacob 
K. Clasen, Executive Director, Danish Shipping, de�ines maritime clusters as “naturally-occurring collections 
of different types of maritime activities” that arise to bene�it all parties. Often, �irms in a cluster are linked by 
buyer-supplier relationships, operating closely together as partners. While maritime clusters are found 
around the world, their structure and goals vary by geography. At the international level, the World Ocean 
Council – the Global Blue Economy Business and Investment Organisation – has been bringing together all 
ocean-related industries in a leadership alliance for Corporate Ocean Responsibility since 2009 and produced 
a white paper on this topic in February 2018. It is noted that there are some distinctions in how clusters are 
developing in larger Asian countries. 

For the larger Asian countries, it’s perhaps more challenging to 
create the commonalities and dynamics at a national level, and 
so clusters are emerging more at the level of key maritime 
centres. In the Middle East clusters face other challenges with 
the importance of the oil sector, there has been less need to 
have a multi-sectorial cluster in an area that’s historically been 
reliant on a single maritime-related industry. This may have 
reduced the incentives for competitiveness and innovation, 

however that is changing rapidly as maritime clusters look to be developing in the region. Regardless of 
region, there is an understanding that the clusters are important for growth and, increasingly, for sustainable 
development. The common recognition is that clusters are a big part of the future in responding to economic 
and environmental challenges. People are looking at clusters at the subnational, national and international 
level as a way to advance business, identify opportunities, spur innovations and address sustainable develop-
ment challenges, and the WOC is assisting with this around the world.  Maritime clusters deliver a range of 
bene�its to their constituent enterprises. Primarily, they create competitive advantage by facilitating mutually 
bene�icial relationships between the companies in the cluster. This in turn leads to both business and environ-
mental bene�its, including higher incomes and employment levels, sustainable consumption and production 
patterns, and support for adjacent industries that also support overall sustainable development. Crucially, 
maritime clusters provide access to know-how, according to Clasen. When companies are located in close 
proximity to each other, it’s easier to share knowledge and best practices or recruit the right people.

Credits: Wartsila

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SEAFARERS STRANDED BY THE PANDEMIC?

There is a saying that goes that "without seafarers, half the world would starve while the other half would 
freeze." The shipping industry would grind to a halt without seafarers. Hundreds of thousands of seafarers are 
currently stranded on ships and cannot disembark because of lockdown policies. The novel COVID-19 corona-
virus has caused many nations to close their borders, leaving the welfare of seafarers in question.  This prob-
lem has sparked a lot of debate over who bears responsibility for the return or repatriation of seafarers. It is 
the law of the country where the ship is registered or “�lagged” that applies to the ship. This means, for exam-
ple, that if the ship is �lagged in the Bahamas or the United Kingdom, then it matters what law the Bahamian 
or UK authorities choose to apply to their registered ship. It also matters where the ship is moored or docked, 
as the ship must abide by the laws of that state once it is within its jurisdiction or applicable maritime zone. 

banking record, penetrating engine control systems and also hacking navigation system of a ship. The major 
Saudi Arabian state owned oil and gas company Aramco suffered cyberattack in 2012. An employee mistaken-
ly opened a phishing email, which had an infected link resulting in disappearing of few �iles, phone connec-
tions died, thirty-�ive thousand computers were shut down and three-quarters of data was erased. Neverthe-
less, the company could not function its normal operations for seventeen days. However, it took more than 
�ive months to install new computer security systems and to run normal operations. Another cyberattack was 
reported in 2017, when ransomware attacks were launched on ‘Maersk’, the Dutch maritime shipping compa-
ny. This attack was named NotPeyta, which highlighted the cyber vulnerabilities of maritime shipping indus-
try. The organization was estimated loss of $300 million from this cyber-attack and it kept working without 
information technology for ten days despite ships with ten thousand to twenty thousand containers every 
�ifteen minutes, until it resumed its services. The cyberattack did cost Maersk to close down its several ports 
worldwide reducing its volume by twenty percent and forced the organization to handle its eighty percent 
operations manually. As a tool to mitigate this cyberattack, Maersk replaced its forty-�ive thousand PCs, four 
thousand servers and installed twenty-�ive hundred applications. 

Cybersecurity has become a top priority in the international maritime sector. In the wake of persistent cyber-
security vulnerabilities, there is dire need to develop a proactive and robust maritime cybersecurity frame-
work and plan which offers risk-based prevention, mitigation, response and recovery stages. US National 
Institute of Standards & Technology (NIST) developed a Cybersecurity Framework (CSF), which offers guide-
lines in order to identify and address cyber related issues to their applications and systems. Besides, Interna-
tional Maritime Organization, (IMO) has developed cybersecurity guidelines which are speci�ic to the mari-
time sector. In June 2017, the IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee agreed guidelines for cyber risk management 
which became the basis of high-level recommendations for the entire maritime sector. The guidelines on 
Cyber Security Onboard Ships are aligned with the IMOs guidelines and provide solid recommendations 
covering both cyber safety and cyber security. These guidelines have placed an obligation on ship operators, 
owners, stakeholders to adopt a risk management approach with three objectives: minimizing the danger to 
crew, to environmental safety, and to the �inancial results of a full or partial loss of availability, con�identiality 
and integrity of classi�ied data for example corruption of chart data held in an Electronic Chart Display and 
Information System (ECDIS).  It is important for ship operators to incorporate the guidelines into existing risk 
management processes and are also complementary to the safety and security management practices already 
established by International Maritime Organization (IMO). 

 
The International Labour Organisation has considered the holistic 
wellbeing of seafarers and in response, has amalgamated several 
conventions to construct the international convention called the 
“Maritime Labour Convention 2006, as amended.” This “super” 
convention outlines the rights, responsibilities, and obligations of 
several actors including shipowners, seafarers, the �lag state, the 
port state, and a seafarer national’s home state. There are currently 
over 90 member states that are party to the convention. Many coun-
tries that are a party to this convention have incorporated its text 

into their national legislation. The “MLC 2006” has regulations, standards, and guidelines that are enforceable 
concerning its member states. When a country incorporates an international convention, it may make reser-
vations or “caveats” to change how parts of the convention should apply to that country. Of particular 
relevance to this question of responsibility is Title 2: Conditions of Employment, Regulation 2.5: Repatriation 
(see page 35). The purpose of this regulation is to clearly outline the obligations and responsibilities of the 
member states and shipowners regarding the repatriation of seafarers. The intent is to ensure that the seafar-
ers return home safely.

Seafarers' right to be repatriated
According to Regulation 2.5(1), seafarers have a right to be repatriated at no cost to themselves. This means 
that not only are seafarers entitled to repatriation but requesting seafarers to contribute to their repatriation 
costs will be against international obligations of this code unless through reservation national law of a 
particular country articulates another scenario. In the general understanding of the MLC, except where the 
seafarer breaches the employment agreement, the position regarding repatriation is that seafarers should not 
directly or indirectly be required to pay for the cost of repatriation. (Regulation 2.5 (3), (5)(c))

Who has primary responsibility?
The primary responsibility of repatriating a seafarer is on the shipowner and not the government of the 
seafarer’s home state. There are circumstances where a shipowner is unable or refuses to repatriate seafar-
ers, and the MLC places the second responsibility on the �lag state of the ship. Where the shipowner and the 
�lag state fail to make arrangements or meet the cost of repatriation, then the port state or the seafarer nation-
al’s home state may step in. Under Regulation 2.5(5), where the port state or home state who is a member of 
the MLC covers the cost of repatriation, they are entitled to recover the cost from the “Member whose �lag the 
ship �lies.” This means that the seafarer national’s home state, provided they are a party to the convention may 
bring suit against or otherwise obtain the cost of repatriation from the �lag state of the ship. The �lag state will 
recover the cost of repatriation from the shipowner, which may be a faster method of getting home for strand-
ed seafarers. (Regulation 2.5(5)) 

Long-term relationships
Many shipping sectors around the world are signi�icantly affected as ports are closed, and many cannot 
proceed to sea. The shipping sector has been hit it’s hardest perhaps in modern history. This current crisis 
means that insurance premiums are likely to be signi�icantly elevated for the future as there will be many 
claims for repatriation. In some cases, some insurance companies may not pay out, dependent on the insur-
ance provisions, because of the novelty of this crisis.  Despite it not being their primary responsibility, some 
home state governments, like the Philippines, are taking a “softer approach” and have assisted the shipping 
industry through chartered ships and �lights for their seafarer nationals who wish to return home. Many 
countries are taking this softer approach towards shipowners because they value the long-term relationship. 
Shipowners have taken a serious �inancial hit but it is unlikely that this is fatal to the industry. Countries that 
take the softer approach will likely bene�it when the pandemic is brought under control. Many countries 

depend on the shipping industry to employ their seafarers, who in turn send back remittances and support 
the development of those countries.

Ultimately, playing the blame game serves no purpose. Repatriation is a complex matter and many countries 
are negotiating novel repatriation packages. This pandemic is unprecedented and our primary concern 
should be the well-being of the seafarers. We should work together to �ind creative and cost-effective solu-
tions to bring them home safely. Governments that are prioritizing their seafarers’ needs and negotiating on 
their behalf should be applauded. Seafarers need our support and they deserve it because these men and 
women sacri�ice so much to maintain the shipping industry and have prevented, in many ways, "half of us 
from starving and the other half from freezing."

(Credits: Maritime Executive)

Chevanev Charles is a graduate of the International Maritime Law Institute in Malta. He is a practicing lawyer 
and consultant who specializes in international maritime law. He may be reached at 
info@templestoke.com

CYBER SAFETY AND CYBER SECURITY TO THE MARITIME SECTOR
By Zaheema Iqbal

The maritime industry has entered into a new phase of its development since the introduction of information 
technology. The number of numerous developments in the �ield of industrial control systems have trans-
formed the method through which harbors, ships, navigation systems, communication systems, and rigs 
operate and work. The introduction of new software system in ship design architecture has already opened 
new ways for the inclusion of novel and innovative technologies; enhanced the navigation and communica-
tion system and every day operations of ships and vessels within the maritime industry.  The old mechanical 
systems in shipping industry have been replaced with a mixture of integrated hardware and software and 
electromechanical constructs which now cover the whole industry. Today, modern vessels and ships have 
become mobile of�ices, communication hubs and learning spaces. The ships with interconnected systems are 
manufactured with electronic control units (ECUs) which basically enable them to make, consume, supple-
ment, and share information with maritime infrastructure like ports, harbors, semi submersibles and oil 
platforms and other ships.  In this regard, with a majority of the world’s trade through sea lanes, it becomes 
inevitable for maritime industry to �irst understand the basic risks associated with maritime cyber domain 
and then offer solutions to defend and mitigate these cyber threats. The majority of maritime operations rely 
on such interconnected systems either directly or indirectly. These interconnected systems have exploitable 
vulnerabilities and the research shows that criminals from different backgrounds have shown the capability 
and motivation to use cyber-attacks at sea and in ports.  However, there are incidents in which terrorists 
targeted maritime operations and have had the ability to undertake lethal seaborne operations through the 
use of cyber space.  There are serious vulnerabilities of cyber threats to shipping since the criminals have 
understood the potential importance of cargo. Till today, the attacks included physical attributes with cyber 
elements and are known as “blended attacks”.  These attacks were launched in situations and locations where 
cargo can be held ransom at sea or stolen.  In future, there are known technical vulnerabilities of maritime 
industry which can be targeted.  Besides, in last few years, malware such as ransomware is considered most 
common cyber-attacks in which �iles can be encrypted and held hostage against payment. 

The transportation industry was ranked among top �ive sectors experiencing cyberattacks in 2015. Two years 
later in 2017, a Danish shipping survey showed 69% of shipping companies had experienced cyberattacks. 
There are cyber-attacks taking place in maritime industry including accessing logistical software, exploiting 
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MARITIME CLUSTERS: THE FUTURE OF THE MARINE INDUSTRY

Maritime clusters are simply a group of companies in the maritime industries located in close proximity. Jacob 
K. Clasen, Executive Director, Danish Shipping, de�ines maritime clusters as “naturally-occurring collections 
of different types of maritime activities” that arise to bene�it all parties. Often, �irms in a cluster are linked by 
buyer-supplier relationships, operating closely together as partners. While maritime clusters are found 
around the world, their structure and goals vary by geography. At the international level, the World Ocean 
Council – the Global Blue Economy Business and Investment Organisation – has been bringing together all 
ocean-related industries in a leadership alliance for Corporate Ocean Responsibility since 2009 and produced 
a white paper on this topic in February 2018. It is noted that there are some distinctions in how clusters are 
developing in larger Asian countries. 

For the larger Asian countries, it’s perhaps more challenging to 
create the commonalities and dynamics at a national level, and 
so clusters are emerging more at the level of key maritime 
centres. In the Middle East clusters face other challenges with 
the importance of the oil sector, there has been less need to 
have a multi-sectorial cluster in an area that’s historically been 
reliant on a single maritime-related industry. This may have 
reduced the incentives for competitiveness and innovation, 

however that is changing rapidly as maritime clusters look to be developing in the region. Regardless of 
region, there is an understanding that the clusters are important for growth and, increasingly, for sustainable 
development. The common recognition is that clusters are a big part of the future in responding to economic 
and environmental challenges. People are looking at clusters at the subnational, national and international 
level as a way to advance business, identify opportunities, spur innovations and address sustainable develop-
ment challenges, and the WOC is assisting with this around the world.  Maritime clusters deliver a range of 
bene�its to their constituent enterprises. Primarily, they create competitive advantage by facilitating mutually 
bene�icial relationships between the companies in the cluster. This in turn leads to both business and environ-
mental bene�its, including higher incomes and employment levels, sustainable consumption and production 
patterns, and support for adjacent industries that also support overall sustainable development. Crucially, 
maritime clusters provide access to know-how, according to Clasen. When companies are located in close 
proximity to each other, it’s easier to share knowledge and best practices or recruit the right people.

Credits: Wartsila

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SEAFARERS STRANDED BY THE PANDEMIC?

There is a saying that goes that "without seafarers, half the world would starve while the other half would 
freeze." The shipping industry would grind to a halt without seafarers. Hundreds of thousands of seafarers are 
currently stranded on ships and cannot disembark because of lockdown policies. The novel COVID-19 corona-
virus has caused many nations to close their borders, leaving the welfare of seafarers in question.  This prob-
lem has sparked a lot of debate over who bears responsibility for the return or repatriation of seafarers. It is 
the law of the country where the ship is registered or “�lagged” that applies to the ship. This means, for exam-
ple, that if the ship is �lagged in the Bahamas or the United Kingdom, then it matters what law the Bahamian 
or UK authorities choose to apply to their registered ship. It also matters where the ship is moored or docked, 
as the ship must abide by the laws of that state once it is within its jurisdiction or applicable maritime zone. 

banking record, penetrating engine control systems and also hacking navigation system of a ship. The major 
Saudi Arabian state owned oil and gas company Aramco suffered cyberattack in 2012. An employee mistaken-
ly opened a phishing email, which had an infected link resulting in disappearing of few �iles, phone connec-
tions died, thirty-�ive thousand computers were shut down and three-quarters of data was erased. Neverthe-
less, the company could not function its normal operations for seventeen days. However, it took more than 
�ive months to install new computer security systems and to run normal operations. Another cyberattack was 
reported in 2017, when ransomware attacks were launched on ‘Maersk’, the Dutch maritime shipping compa-
ny. This attack was named NotPeyta, which highlighted the cyber vulnerabilities of maritime shipping indus-
try. The organization was estimated loss of $300 million from this cyber-attack and it kept working without 
information technology for ten days despite ships with ten thousand to twenty thousand containers every 
�ifteen minutes, until it resumed its services. The cyberattack did cost Maersk to close down its several ports 
worldwide reducing its volume by twenty percent and forced the organization to handle its eighty percent 
operations manually. As a tool to mitigate this cyberattack, Maersk replaced its forty-�ive thousand PCs, four 
thousand servers and installed twenty-�ive hundred applications. 

Cybersecurity has become a top priority in the international maritime sector. In the wake of persistent cyber-
security vulnerabilities, there is dire need to develop a proactive and robust maritime cybersecurity frame-
work and plan which offers risk-based prevention, mitigation, response and recovery stages. US National 
Institute of Standards & Technology (NIST) developed a Cybersecurity Framework (CSF), which offers guide-
lines in order to identify and address cyber related issues to their applications and systems. Besides, Interna-
tional Maritime Organization, (IMO) has developed cybersecurity guidelines which are speci�ic to the mari-
time sector. In June 2017, the IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee agreed guidelines for cyber risk management 
which became the basis of high-level recommendations for the entire maritime sector. The guidelines on 
Cyber Security Onboard Ships are aligned with the IMOs guidelines and provide solid recommendations 
covering both cyber safety and cyber security. These guidelines have placed an obligation on ship operators, 
owners, stakeholders to adopt a risk management approach with three objectives: minimizing the danger to 
crew, to environmental safety, and to the �inancial results of a full or partial loss of availability, con�identiality 
and integrity of classi�ied data for example corruption of chart data held in an Electronic Chart Display and 
Information System (ECDIS).  It is important for ship operators to incorporate the guidelines into existing risk 
management processes and are also complementary to the safety and security management practices already 
established by International Maritime Organization (IMO). 

 
The International Labour Organisation has considered the holistic 
wellbeing of seafarers and in response, has amalgamated several 
conventions to construct the international convention called the 
“Maritime Labour Convention 2006, as amended.” This “super” 
convention outlines the rights, responsibilities, and obligations of 
several actors including shipowners, seafarers, the �lag state, the 
port state, and a seafarer national’s home state. There are currently 
over 90 member states that are party to the convention. Many coun-
tries that are a party to this convention have incorporated its text 

into their national legislation. The “MLC 2006” has regulations, standards, and guidelines that are enforceable 
concerning its member states. When a country incorporates an international convention, it may make reser-
vations or “caveats” to change how parts of the convention should apply to that country. Of particular 
relevance to this question of responsibility is Title 2: Conditions of Employment, Regulation 2.5: Repatriation 
(see page 35). The purpose of this regulation is to clearly outline the obligations and responsibilities of the 
member states and shipowners regarding the repatriation of seafarers. The intent is to ensure that the seafar-
ers return home safely.

Seafarers' right to be repatriated
According to Regulation 2.5(1), seafarers have a right to be repatriated at no cost to themselves. This means 
that not only are seafarers entitled to repatriation but requesting seafarers to contribute to their repatriation 
costs will be against international obligations of this code unless through reservation national law of a 
particular country articulates another scenario. In the general understanding of the MLC, except where the 
seafarer breaches the employment agreement, the position regarding repatriation is that seafarers should not 
directly or indirectly be required to pay for the cost of repatriation. (Regulation 2.5 (3), (5)(c))

Who has primary responsibility?
The primary responsibility of repatriating a seafarer is on the shipowner and not the government of the 
seafarer’s home state. There are circumstances where a shipowner is unable or refuses to repatriate seafar-
ers, and the MLC places the second responsibility on the �lag state of the ship. Where the shipowner and the 
�lag state fail to make arrangements or meet the cost of repatriation, then the port state or the seafarer nation-
al’s home state may step in. Under Regulation 2.5(5), where the port state or home state who is a member of 
the MLC covers the cost of repatriation, they are entitled to recover the cost from the “Member whose �lag the 
ship �lies.” This means that the seafarer national’s home state, provided they are a party to the convention may 
bring suit against or otherwise obtain the cost of repatriation from the �lag state of the ship. The �lag state will 
recover the cost of repatriation from the shipowner, which may be a faster method of getting home for strand-
ed seafarers. (Regulation 2.5(5)) 

Long-term relationships
Many shipping sectors around the world are signi�icantly affected as ports are closed, and many cannot 
proceed to sea. The shipping sector has been hit it’s hardest perhaps in modern history. This current crisis 
means that insurance premiums are likely to be signi�icantly elevated for the future as there will be many 
claims for repatriation. In some cases, some insurance companies may not pay out, dependent on the insur-
ance provisions, because of the novelty of this crisis.  Despite it not being their primary responsibility, some 
home state governments, like the Philippines, are taking a “softer approach” and have assisted the shipping 
industry through chartered ships and �lights for their seafarer nationals who wish to return home. Many 
countries are taking this softer approach towards shipowners because they value the long-term relationship. 
Shipowners have taken a serious �inancial hit but it is unlikely that this is fatal to the industry. Countries that 
take the softer approach will likely bene�it when the pandemic is brought under control. Many countries 

depend on the shipping industry to employ their seafarers, who in turn send back remittances and support 
the development of those countries.

Ultimately, playing the blame game serves no purpose. Repatriation is a complex matter and many countries 
are negotiating novel repatriation packages. This pandemic is unprecedented and our primary concern 
should be the well-being of the seafarers. We should work together to �ind creative and cost-effective solu-
tions to bring them home safely. Governments that are prioritizing their seafarers’ needs and negotiating on 
their behalf should be applauded. Seafarers need our support and they deserve it because these men and 
women sacri�ice so much to maintain the shipping industry and have prevented, in many ways, "half of us 
from starving and the other half from freezing."

(Credits: Maritime Executive)

Chevanev Charles is a graduate of the International Maritime Law Institute in Malta. He is a practicing lawyer 
and consultant who specializes in international maritime law. He may be reached at 
info@templestoke.com

CYBER SAFETY AND CYBER SECURITY TO THE MARITIME SECTOR
By Zaheema Iqbal

The maritime industry has entered into a new phase of its development since the introduction of information 
technology. The number of numerous developments in the �ield of industrial control systems have trans-
formed the method through which harbors, ships, navigation systems, communication systems, and rigs 
operate and work. The introduction of new software system in ship design architecture has already opened 
new ways for the inclusion of novel and innovative technologies; enhanced the navigation and communica-
tion system and every day operations of ships and vessels within the maritime industry.  The old mechanical 
systems in shipping industry have been replaced with a mixture of integrated hardware and software and 
electromechanical constructs which now cover the whole industry. Today, modern vessels and ships have 
become mobile of�ices, communication hubs and learning spaces. The ships with interconnected systems are 
manufactured with electronic control units (ECUs) which basically enable them to make, consume, supple-
ment, and share information with maritime infrastructure like ports, harbors, semi submersibles and oil 
platforms and other ships.  In this regard, with a majority of the world’s trade through sea lanes, it becomes 
inevitable for maritime industry to �irst understand the basic risks associated with maritime cyber domain 
and then offer solutions to defend and mitigate these cyber threats. The majority of maritime operations rely 
on such interconnected systems either directly or indirectly. These interconnected systems have exploitable 
vulnerabilities and the research shows that criminals from different backgrounds have shown the capability 
and motivation to use cyber-attacks at sea and in ports.  However, there are incidents in which terrorists 
targeted maritime operations and have had the ability to undertake lethal seaborne operations through the 
use of cyber space.  There are serious vulnerabilities of cyber threats to shipping since the criminals have 
understood the potential importance of cargo. Till today, the attacks included physical attributes with cyber 
elements and are known as “blended attacks”.  These attacks were launched in situations and locations where 
cargo can be held ransom at sea or stolen.  In future, there are known technical vulnerabilities of maritime 
industry which can be targeted.  Besides, in last few years, malware such as ransomware is considered most 
common cyber-attacks in which �iles can be encrypted and held hostage against payment. 

The transportation industry was ranked among top �ive sectors experiencing cyberattacks in 2015. Two years 
later in 2017, a Danish shipping survey showed 69% of shipping companies had experienced cyberattacks. 
There are cyber-attacks taking place in maritime industry including accessing logistical software, exploiting 
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MARITIME CLUSTERS: THE FUTURE OF THE MARINE INDUSTRY

Maritime clusters are simply a group of companies in the maritime industries located in close proximity. Jacob 
K. Clasen, Executive Director, Danish Shipping, de�ines maritime clusters as “naturally-occurring collections 
of different types of maritime activities” that arise to bene�it all parties. Often, �irms in a cluster are linked by 
buyer-supplier relationships, operating closely together as partners. While maritime clusters are found 
around the world, their structure and goals vary by geography. At the international level, the World Ocean 
Council – the Global Blue Economy Business and Investment Organisation – has been bringing together all 
ocean-related industries in a leadership alliance for Corporate Ocean Responsibility since 2009 and produced 
a white paper on this topic in February 2018. It is noted that there are some distinctions in how clusters are 
developing in larger Asian countries. 

For the larger Asian countries, it’s perhaps more challenging to 
create the commonalities and dynamics at a national level, and 
so clusters are emerging more at the level of key maritime 
centres. In the Middle East clusters face other challenges with 
the importance of the oil sector, there has been less need to 
have a multi-sectorial cluster in an area that’s historically been 
reliant on a single maritime-related industry. This may have 
reduced the incentives for competitiveness and innovation, 

however that is changing rapidly as maritime clusters look to be developing in the region. Regardless of 
region, there is an understanding that the clusters are important for growth and, increasingly, for sustainable 
development. The common recognition is that clusters are a big part of the future in responding to economic 
and environmental challenges. People are looking at clusters at the subnational, national and international 
level as a way to advance business, identify opportunities, spur innovations and address sustainable develop-
ment challenges, and the WOC is assisting with this around the world.  Maritime clusters deliver a range of 
bene�its to their constituent enterprises. Primarily, they create competitive advantage by facilitating mutually 
bene�icial relationships between the companies in the cluster. This in turn leads to both business and environ-
mental bene�its, including higher incomes and employment levels, sustainable consumption and production 
patterns, and support for adjacent industries that also support overall sustainable development. Crucially, 
maritime clusters provide access to know-how, according to Clasen. When companies are located in close 
proximity to each other, it’s easier to share knowledge and best practices or recruit the right people.

Credits: Wartsila

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SEAFARERS STRANDED BY THE PANDEMIC?

There is a saying that goes that "without seafarers, half the world would starve while the other half would 
freeze." The shipping industry would grind to a halt without seafarers. Hundreds of thousands of seafarers are 
currently stranded on ships and cannot disembark because of lockdown policies. The novel COVID-19 corona-
virus has caused many nations to close their borders, leaving the welfare of seafarers in question.  This prob-
lem has sparked a lot of debate over who bears responsibility for the return or repatriation of seafarers. It is 
the law of the country where the ship is registered or “�lagged” that applies to the ship. This means, for exam-
ple, that if the ship is �lagged in the Bahamas or the United Kingdom, then it matters what law the Bahamian 
or UK authorities choose to apply to their registered ship. It also matters where the ship is moored or docked, 
as the ship must abide by the laws of that state once it is within its jurisdiction or applicable maritime zone. 

banking record, penetrating engine control systems and also hacking navigation system of a ship. The major 
Saudi Arabian state owned oil and gas company Aramco suffered cyberattack in 2012. An employee mistaken-
ly opened a phishing email, which had an infected link resulting in disappearing of few �iles, phone connec-
tions died, thirty-�ive thousand computers were shut down and three-quarters of data was erased. Neverthe-
less, the company could not function its normal operations for seventeen days. However, it took more than 
�ive months to install new computer security systems and to run normal operations. Another cyberattack was 
reported in 2017, when ransomware attacks were launched on ‘Maersk’, the Dutch maritime shipping compa-
ny. This attack was named NotPeyta, which highlighted the cyber vulnerabilities of maritime shipping indus-
try. The organization was estimated loss of $300 million from this cyber-attack and it kept working without 
information technology for ten days despite ships with ten thousand to twenty thousand containers every 
�ifteen minutes, until it resumed its services. The cyberattack did cost Maersk to close down its several ports 
worldwide reducing its volume by twenty percent and forced the organization to handle its eighty percent 
operations manually. As a tool to mitigate this cyberattack, Maersk replaced its forty-�ive thousand PCs, four 
thousand servers and installed twenty-�ive hundred applications. 

Cybersecurity has become a top priority in the international maritime sector. In the wake of persistent cyber-
security vulnerabilities, there is dire need to develop a proactive and robust maritime cybersecurity frame-
work and plan which offers risk-based prevention, mitigation, response and recovery stages. US National 
Institute of Standards & Technology (NIST) developed a Cybersecurity Framework (CSF), which offers guide-
lines in order to identify and address cyber related issues to their applications and systems. Besides, Interna-
tional Maritime Organization, (IMO) has developed cybersecurity guidelines which are speci�ic to the mari-
time sector. In June 2017, the IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee agreed guidelines for cyber risk management 
which became the basis of high-level recommendations for the entire maritime sector. The guidelines on 
Cyber Security Onboard Ships are aligned with the IMOs guidelines and provide solid recommendations 
covering both cyber safety and cyber security. These guidelines have placed an obligation on ship operators, 
owners, stakeholders to adopt a risk management approach with three objectives: minimizing the danger to 
crew, to environmental safety, and to the �inancial results of a full or partial loss of availability, con�identiality 
and integrity of classi�ied data for example corruption of chart data held in an Electronic Chart Display and 
Information System (ECDIS).  It is important for ship operators to incorporate the guidelines into existing risk 
management processes and are also complementary to the safety and security management practices already 
established by International Maritime Organization (IMO). 

 
The International Labour Organisation has considered the holistic 
wellbeing of seafarers and in response, has amalgamated several 
conventions to construct the international convention called the 
“Maritime Labour Convention 2006, as amended.” This “super” 
convention outlines the rights, responsibilities, and obligations of 
several actors including shipowners, seafarers, the �lag state, the 
port state, and a seafarer national’s home state. There are currently 
over 90 member states that are party to the convention. Many coun-
tries that are a party to this convention have incorporated its text 

into their national legislation. The “MLC 2006” has regulations, standards, and guidelines that are enforceable 
concerning its member states. When a country incorporates an international convention, it may make reser-
vations or “caveats” to change how parts of the convention should apply to that country. Of particular 
relevance to this question of responsibility is Title 2: Conditions of Employment, Regulation 2.5: Repatriation 
(see page 35). The purpose of this regulation is to clearly outline the obligations and responsibilities of the 
member states and shipowners regarding the repatriation of seafarers. The intent is to ensure that the seafar-
ers return home safely.

Seafarers' right to be repatriated
According to Regulation 2.5(1), seafarers have a right to be repatriated at no cost to themselves. This means 
that not only are seafarers entitled to repatriation but requesting seafarers to contribute to their repatriation 
costs will be against international obligations of this code unless through reservation national law of a 
particular country articulates another scenario. In the general understanding of the MLC, except where the 
seafarer breaches the employment agreement, the position regarding repatriation is that seafarers should not 
directly or indirectly be required to pay for the cost of repatriation. (Regulation 2.5 (3), (5)(c))

Who has primary responsibility?
The primary responsibility of repatriating a seafarer is on the shipowner and not the government of the 
seafarer’s home state. There are circumstances where a shipowner is unable or refuses to repatriate seafar-
ers, and the MLC places the second responsibility on the �lag state of the ship. Where the shipowner and the 
�lag state fail to make arrangements or meet the cost of repatriation, then the port state or the seafarer nation-
al’s home state may step in. Under Regulation 2.5(5), where the port state or home state who is a member of 
the MLC covers the cost of repatriation, they are entitled to recover the cost from the “Member whose �lag the 
ship �lies.” This means that the seafarer national’s home state, provided they are a party to the convention may 
bring suit against or otherwise obtain the cost of repatriation from the �lag state of the ship. The �lag state will 
recover the cost of repatriation from the shipowner, which may be a faster method of getting home for strand-
ed seafarers. (Regulation 2.5(5)) 

Long-term relationships
Many shipping sectors around the world are signi�icantly affected as ports are closed, and many cannot 
proceed to sea. The shipping sector has been hit it’s hardest perhaps in modern history. This current crisis 
means that insurance premiums are likely to be signi�icantly elevated for the future as there will be many 
claims for repatriation. In some cases, some insurance companies may not pay out, dependent on the insur-
ance provisions, because of the novelty of this crisis.  Despite it not being their primary responsibility, some 
home state governments, like the Philippines, are taking a “softer approach” and have assisted the shipping 
industry through chartered ships and �lights for their seafarer nationals who wish to return home. Many 
countries are taking this softer approach towards shipowners because they value the long-term relationship. 
Shipowners have taken a serious �inancial hit but it is unlikely that this is fatal to the industry. Countries that 
take the softer approach will likely bene�it when the pandemic is brought under control. Many countries 

depend on the shipping industry to employ their seafarers, who in turn send back remittances and support 
the development of those countries.

Ultimately, playing the blame game serves no purpose. Repatriation is a complex matter and many countries 
are negotiating novel repatriation packages. This pandemic is unprecedented and our primary concern 
should be the well-being of the seafarers. We should work together to �ind creative and cost-effective solu-
tions to bring them home safely. Governments that are prioritizing their seafarers’ needs and negotiating on 
their behalf should be applauded. Seafarers need our support and they deserve it because these men and 
women sacri�ice so much to maintain the shipping industry and have prevented, in many ways, "half of us 
from starving and the other half from freezing."

(Credits: Maritime Executive)

Chevanev Charles is a graduate of the International Maritime Law Institute in Malta. He is a practicing lawyer 
and consultant who specializes in international maritime law. He may be reached at 
info@templestoke.com

CYBER SAFETY AND CYBER SECURITY TO THE MARITIME SECTOR
By Zaheema Iqbal

The maritime industry has entered into a new phase of its development since the introduction of information 
technology. The number of numerous developments in the �ield of industrial control systems have trans-
formed the method through which harbors, ships, navigation systems, communication systems, and rigs 
operate and work. The introduction of new software system in ship design architecture has already opened 
new ways for the inclusion of novel and innovative technologies; enhanced the navigation and communica-
tion system and every day operations of ships and vessels within the maritime industry.  The old mechanical 
systems in shipping industry have been replaced with a mixture of integrated hardware and software and 
electromechanical constructs which now cover the whole industry. Today, modern vessels and ships have 
become mobile of�ices, communication hubs and learning spaces. The ships with interconnected systems are 
manufactured with electronic control units (ECUs) which basically enable them to make, consume, supple-
ment, and share information with maritime infrastructure like ports, harbors, semi submersibles and oil 
platforms and other ships.  In this regard, with a majority of the world’s trade through sea lanes, it becomes 
inevitable for maritime industry to �irst understand the basic risks associated with maritime cyber domain 
and then offer solutions to defend and mitigate these cyber threats. The majority of maritime operations rely 
on such interconnected systems either directly or indirectly. These interconnected systems have exploitable 
vulnerabilities and the research shows that criminals from different backgrounds have shown the capability 
and motivation to use cyber-attacks at sea and in ports.  However, there are incidents in which terrorists 
targeted maritime operations and have had the ability to undertake lethal seaborne operations through the 
use of cyber space.  There are serious vulnerabilities of cyber threats to shipping since the criminals have 
understood the potential importance of cargo. Till today, the attacks included physical attributes with cyber 
elements and are known as “blended attacks”.  These attacks were launched in situations and locations where 
cargo can be held ransom at sea or stolen.  In future, there are known technical vulnerabilities of maritime 
industry which can be targeted.  Besides, in last few years, malware such as ransomware is considered most 
common cyber-attacks in which �iles can be encrypted and held hostage against payment. 

The transportation industry was ranked among top �ive sectors experiencing cyberattacks in 2015. Two years 
later in 2017, a Danish shipping survey showed 69% of shipping companies had experienced cyberattacks. 
There are cyber-attacks taking place in maritime industry including accessing logistical software, exploiting 
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MARITIME CLUSTERS: THE FUTURE OF THE MARINE INDUSTRY

Maritime clusters are simply a group of companies in the maritime industries located in close proximity. Jacob 
K. Clasen, Executive Director, Danish Shipping, de�ines maritime clusters as “naturally-occurring collections 
of different types of maritime activities” that arise to bene�it all parties. Often, �irms in a cluster are linked by 
buyer-supplier relationships, operating closely together as partners. While maritime clusters are found 
around the world, their structure and goals vary by geography. At the international level, the World Ocean 
Council – the Global Blue Economy Business and Investment Organisation – has been bringing together all 
ocean-related industries in a leadership alliance for Corporate Ocean Responsibility since 2009 and produced 
a white paper on this topic in February 2018. It is noted that there are some distinctions in how clusters are 
developing in larger Asian countries. 

For the larger Asian countries, it’s perhaps more challenging to 
create the commonalities and dynamics at a national level, and 
so clusters are emerging more at the level of key maritime 
centres. In the Middle East clusters face other challenges with 
the importance of the oil sector, there has been less need to 
have a multi-sectorial cluster in an area that’s historically been 
reliant on a single maritime-related industry. This may have 
reduced the incentives for competitiveness and innovation, 

however that is changing rapidly as maritime clusters look to be developing in the region. Regardless of 
region, there is an understanding that the clusters are important for growth and, increasingly, for sustainable 
development. The common recognition is that clusters are a big part of the future in responding to economic 
and environmental challenges. People are looking at clusters at the subnational, national and international 
level as a way to advance business, identify opportunities, spur innovations and address sustainable develop-
ment challenges, and the WOC is assisting with this around the world.  Maritime clusters deliver a range of 
bene�its to their constituent enterprises. Primarily, they create competitive advantage by facilitating mutually 
bene�icial relationships between the companies in the cluster. This in turn leads to both business and environ-
mental bene�its, including higher incomes and employment levels, sustainable consumption and production 
patterns, and support for adjacent industries that also support overall sustainable development. Crucially, 
maritime clusters provide access to know-how, according to Clasen. When companies are located in close 
proximity to each other, it’s easier to share knowledge and best practices or recruit the right people.

Credits: Wartsila

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SEAFARERS STRANDED BY THE PANDEMIC?

There is a saying that goes that "without seafarers, half the world would starve while the other half would 
freeze." The shipping industry would grind to a halt without seafarers. Hundreds of thousands of seafarers are 
currently stranded on ships and cannot disembark because of lockdown policies. The novel COVID-19 corona-
virus has caused many nations to close their borders, leaving the welfare of seafarers in question.  This prob-
lem has sparked a lot of debate over who bears responsibility for the return or repatriation of seafarers. It is 
the law of the country where the ship is registered or “�lagged” that applies to the ship. This means, for exam-
ple, that if the ship is �lagged in the Bahamas or the United Kingdom, then it matters what law the Bahamian 
or UK authorities choose to apply to their registered ship. It also matters where the ship is moored or docked, 
as the ship must abide by the laws of that state once it is within its jurisdiction or applicable maritime zone. 

banking record, penetrating engine control systems and also hacking navigation system of a ship. The major 
Saudi Arabian state owned oil and gas company Aramco suffered cyberattack in 2012. An employee mistaken-
ly opened a phishing email, which had an infected link resulting in disappearing of few �iles, phone connec-
tions died, thirty-�ive thousand computers were shut down and three-quarters of data was erased. Neverthe-
less, the company could not function its normal operations for seventeen days. However, it took more than 
�ive months to install new computer security systems and to run normal operations. Another cyberattack was 
reported in 2017, when ransomware attacks were launched on ‘Maersk’, the Dutch maritime shipping compa-
ny. This attack was named NotPeyta, which highlighted the cyber vulnerabilities of maritime shipping indus-
try. The organization was estimated loss of $300 million from this cyber-attack and it kept working without 
information technology for ten days despite ships with ten thousand to twenty thousand containers every 
�ifteen minutes, until it resumed its services. The cyberattack did cost Maersk to close down its several ports 
worldwide reducing its volume by twenty percent and forced the organization to handle its eighty percent 
operations manually. As a tool to mitigate this cyberattack, Maersk replaced its forty-�ive thousand PCs, four 
thousand servers and installed twenty-�ive hundred applications. 

Cybersecurity has become a top priority in the international maritime sector. In the wake of persistent cyber-
security vulnerabilities, there is dire need to develop a proactive and robust maritime cybersecurity frame-
work and plan which offers risk-based prevention, mitigation, response and recovery stages. US National 
Institute of Standards & Technology (NIST) developed a Cybersecurity Framework (CSF), which offers guide-
lines in order to identify and address cyber related issues to their applications and systems. Besides, Interna-
tional Maritime Organization, (IMO) has developed cybersecurity guidelines which are speci�ic to the mari-
time sector. In June 2017, the IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee agreed guidelines for cyber risk management 
which became the basis of high-level recommendations for the entire maritime sector. The guidelines on 
Cyber Security Onboard Ships are aligned with the IMOs guidelines and provide solid recommendations 
covering both cyber safety and cyber security. These guidelines have placed an obligation on ship operators, 
owners, stakeholders to adopt a risk management approach with three objectives: minimizing the danger to 
crew, to environmental safety, and to the �inancial results of a full or partial loss of availability, con�identiality 
and integrity of classi�ied data for example corruption of chart data held in an Electronic Chart Display and 
Information System (ECDIS).  It is important for ship operators to incorporate the guidelines into existing risk 
management processes and are also complementary to the safety and security management practices already 
established by International Maritime Organization (IMO). 

 
The International Labour Organisation has considered the holistic 
wellbeing of seafarers and in response, has amalgamated several 
conventions to construct the international convention called the 
“Maritime Labour Convention 2006, as amended.” This “super” 
convention outlines the rights, responsibilities, and obligations of 
several actors including shipowners, seafarers, the �lag state, the 
port state, and a seafarer national’s home state. There are currently 
over 90 member states that are party to the convention. Many coun-
tries that are a party to this convention have incorporated its text 

into their national legislation. The “MLC 2006” has regulations, standards, and guidelines that are enforceable 
concerning its member states. When a country incorporates an international convention, it may make reser-
vations or “caveats” to change how parts of the convention should apply to that country. Of particular 
relevance to this question of responsibility is Title 2: Conditions of Employment, Regulation 2.5: Repatriation 
(see page 35). The purpose of this regulation is to clearly outline the obligations and responsibilities of the 
member states and shipowners regarding the repatriation of seafarers. The intent is to ensure that the seafar-
ers return home safely.

Seafarers' right to be repatriated
According to Regulation 2.5(1), seafarers have a right to be repatriated at no cost to themselves. This means 
that not only are seafarers entitled to repatriation but requesting seafarers to contribute to their repatriation 
costs will be against international obligations of this code unless through reservation national law of a 
particular country articulates another scenario. In the general understanding of the MLC, except where the 
seafarer breaches the employment agreement, the position regarding repatriation is that seafarers should not 
directly or indirectly be required to pay for the cost of repatriation. (Regulation 2.5 (3), (5)(c))

Who has primary responsibility?
The primary responsibility of repatriating a seafarer is on the shipowner and not the government of the 
seafarer’s home state. There are circumstances where a shipowner is unable or refuses to repatriate seafar-
ers, and the MLC places the second responsibility on the �lag state of the ship. Where the shipowner and the 
�lag state fail to make arrangements or meet the cost of repatriation, then the port state or the seafarer nation-
al’s home state may step in. Under Regulation 2.5(5), where the port state or home state who is a member of 
the MLC covers the cost of repatriation, they are entitled to recover the cost from the “Member whose �lag the 
ship �lies.” This means that the seafarer national’s home state, provided they are a party to the convention may 
bring suit against or otherwise obtain the cost of repatriation from the �lag state of the ship. The �lag state will 
recover the cost of repatriation from the shipowner, which may be a faster method of getting home for strand-
ed seafarers. (Regulation 2.5(5)) 

Long-term relationships
Many shipping sectors around the world are signi�icantly affected as ports are closed, and many cannot 
proceed to sea. The shipping sector has been hit it’s hardest perhaps in modern history. This current crisis 
means that insurance premiums are likely to be signi�icantly elevated for the future as there will be many 
claims for repatriation. In some cases, some insurance companies may not pay out, dependent on the insur-
ance provisions, because of the novelty of this crisis.  Despite it not being their primary responsibility, some 
home state governments, like the Philippines, are taking a “softer approach” and have assisted the shipping 
industry through chartered ships and �lights for their seafarer nationals who wish to return home. Many 
countries are taking this softer approach towards shipowners because they value the long-term relationship. 
Shipowners have taken a serious �inancial hit but it is unlikely that this is fatal to the industry. Countries that 
take the softer approach will likely bene�it when the pandemic is brought under control. Many countries 

depend on the shipping industry to employ their seafarers, who in turn send back remittances and support 
the development of those countries.

Ultimately, playing the blame game serves no purpose. Repatriation is a complex matter and many countries 
are negotiating novel repatriation packages. This pandemic is unprecedented and our primary concern 
should be the well-being of the seafarers. We should work together to �ind creative and cost-effective solu-
tions to bring them home safely. Governments that are prioritizing their seafarers’ needs and negotiating on 
their behalf should be applauded. Seafarers need our support and they deserve it because these men and 
women sacri�ice so much to maintain the shipping industry and have prevented, in many ways, "half of us 
from starving and the other half from freezing."

(Credits: Maritime Executive)

Chevanev Charles is a graduate of the International Maritime Law Institute in Malta. He is a practicing lawyer 
and consultant who specializes in international maritime law. He may be reached at 
info@templestoke.com

CYBER SAFETY AND CYBER SECURITY TO THE MARITIME SECTOR
By Zaheema Iqbal

The maritime industry has entered into a new phase of its development since the introduction of information 
technology. The number of numerous developments in the �ield of industrial control systems have trans-
formed the method through which harbors, ships, navigation systems, communication systems, and rigs 
operate and work. The introduction of new software system in ship design architecture has already opened 
new ways for the inclusion of novel and innovative technologies; enhanced the navigation and communica-
tion system and every day operations of ships and vessels within the maritime industry.  The old mechanical 
systems in shipping industry have been replaced with a mixture of integrated hardware and software and 
electromechanical constructs which now cover the whole industry. Today, modern vessels and ships have 
become mobile of�ices, communication hubs and learning spaces. The ships with interconnected systems are 
manufactured with electronic control units (ECUs) which basically enable them to make, consume, supple-
ment, and share information with maritime infrastructure like ports, harbors, semi submersibles and oil 
platforms and other ships.  In this regard, with a majority of the world’s trade through sea lanes, it becomes 
inevitable for maritime industry to �irst understand the basic risks associated with maritime cyber domain 
and then offer solutions to defend and mitigate these cyber threats. The majority of maritime operations rely 
on such interconnected systems either directly or indirectly. These interconnected systems have exploitable 
vulnerabilities and the research shows that criminals from different backgrounds have shown the capability 
and motivation to use cyber-attacks at sea and in ports.  However, there are incidents in which terrorists 
targeted maritime operations and have had the ability to undertake lethal seaborne operations through the 
use of cyber space.  There are serious vulnerabilities of cyber threats to shipping since the criminals have 
understood the potential importance of cargo. Till today, the attacks included physical attributes with cyber 
elements and are known as “blended attacks”.  These attacks were launched in situations and locations where 
cargo can be held ransom at sea or stolen.  In future, there are known technical vulnerabilities of maritime 
industry which can be targeted.  Besides, in last few years, malware such as ransomware is considered most 
common cyber-attacks in which �iles can be encrypted and held hostage against payment. 

The transportation industry was ranked among top �ive sectors experiencing cyberattacks in 2015. Two years 
later in 2017, a Danish shipping survey showed 69% of shipping companies had experienced cyberattacks. 
There are cyber-attacks taking place in maritime industry including accessing logistical software, exploiting 
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KPT during COVID-19

I would like to appreciate the KPT port and its author-
ities, that they are taking extreme precautions in the 
present pandemic situation Karachi Port, the way it is 
operations is that the KPT allowing the ship to enter 
the port subject to clearance by port health authority 
and ful�ilment of other conditions like draft, tide, 
IMDG/IMSBC, �inancial clearance and other general 
procedures. 

The disembarkation of ship's crew on shore leave has 
been suspended temporarily till pandemic situation 
persists on orders of Ministry of Maritime Affairs 
(MoMA). Pilots are being provided on availability of 
Free Pratique. The ship can discharge or embark 
cargo as per rules governing the discharge and 
embarkation of cargo in KPT. Port is allowing Sign 
on/Sign off subject to permissions by the various 
agencies present in the port. The supply of fresh 
rations is allowed by KPT as allowed by customs. 

The Port Health Of�icer and staff coordinate with Port 
Health Of�icer in performance of his duties to create 
synergic effect. Port Health Of�icer ensures the health 
status of port employees, janitorial staff, contracted 
and dock labour working in the port.

Port Health Of�icer can stop entry of any suspected 
person of COVID-19 in the port and take next steps as 
per area of responsibility. He will ensure the similar 
regime is followed in all terminals for their employ-
ees.

At the same time, the role of terminal operators is to 
make sure that they do not allow persons suspected of 
COVID-19 and symptoms similar to COVID-19 to 
embark the ship for cargo operation. They should also 
ensure that person with sickness should not enter the 
port. 

Port Health Of�icer works with Cargo operation 
department to ensure this. Terminal operators are to 
cooperate with port health of�icer. This response plan 
for COVID-19 will be revised after necessary instruc-
tions received from the Ministry of Maritime Affairs 
(MoMA), Ministry of National Health Services Regula-
tion & Coordination (MNHSRC), International Mari-

time Organization (IMO) and World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) and port administration is responsible for 
the implementation of this plan.

Keeping this in view all government departments 
should implement such precautionary measures to 
avoid and curtail the spread of COVID-19 in Pakistan 
and the region.

Zainab A.A
Karachi

A Concerned Citizen

Media the need of hour!

Pakistan is gifted with a 1,050km coastline and ranks 
74th among the 142 most favourable countries about 
strategic maritime location. Yet, it falls short of having 
an all-encompassing maritime policy and strategy 
that is needed to exploit the country’s true potential. 
There is a lack of strategic maritime vision which 
Pakistan is facing in the maritime sector and it is 
important to maritime vision and path to follow and 
make them part of the academic discourse. Pakistan 
suffers from perpetual sea blindness, also known as 
maritime blindness. It is recommended and suggested 
that young researchers and scholars should research 
the maritime sector which would contribute towards 
boosting the national economy of Pakistan by coming 
up with research-based solutions that would help the 
maritime sector to develop. A key and pivotal role can 
be played by media, both social and electronic, in 
raising awareness and countering the maritime blind-
ness. Effective media campaigns should be used by the 
government and through a public-private partnership 
to rightly and appropriately project to the masses, to 
make them understand the strategic importance of 
this sector in Pakistan’s economy.

Asiya Mehmood
Karachi
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King Agency
4th �loor, Sunny Plaza, Hasrat Mohani road, Kara-
chi-74200
Mobile: +92 300 2308 488

HK Enterprises
Of�ice No. 519, 5th �loor, Sunny Plaza, Hasrat Mohani 
road, Karachi 74200
Mobile: +92 321 8005 097

Custom Clearing Agent
Kharadar Ghulam Hussain Kasim Quarters, Karachi 
78500
Mobile: +92 335 3734 902

Prime Linkers Custom 
613 Hassan Chamber Bohri Road., Opposite Customs 
House, Ghulam Hussain Kasim Quarters, Karachi
Contact: +92 321 8492 658

Ailia Enterprises 
A-34/3, Lalazar Queen Road, M.T.Khan, Karachi 
74200
Mobile: +92 333 3123 069 

Costa Logistics
Uni Centre, I.I Chundrigar Rd, 
Seari Quarters, Karachi 74000
Mobile: +92 321 4108 433

Ijaz & Sons
Textile Plaza, 25-C, 3rd Floor, M.A Jinnah Rd, Seari 
Quarters, Karachi, Karachi City, Sindh 74000
Mobile: +92 300 9271 436

Pakistan Customs
Of�ice No.605, 6th Floor Uni Centre, 
Seari Quarters, I.I Chundrighar Road, Karachi 75600
Mobile: +92 346 2035 609

Sea Liners
Suit No. 904, 9th Floor, Uni Plaza, 
Seari Quarters, I.I. Chundrigar Road, 
Karachi 74000
Mobile: +92 332 2185 884

Express Custom Clearance 
Suit No. 11/16, Arkay Square Extension, Shahra-e-Li-
aquat, New Challi, Seari Quarters, Karachi 74400
Contact: +92 21 3241 0529

M Younis & Co.
6-U, PECHS Extension Block 6 PECHS, Karachi, Kara-
chi City, Sindh 75400
Contact: +92 21 3431 5065

Sandal Agencies
Of�ice No. 1107, 11th Floor� Muhammadi Trade 
Tower� Napier Rd, New Chali, Karachi 74100
Contact: +92 21 3237 1134

Zs Logistics (Pvt.) Ltd.
West Wharf, Karachi 
Contact: +92 21 3200 1793

Tron Global (Pvt.) Ltd.
9-C, 10th St, Phase V, Badar Commercial Area, Phase 6, 
Defence Housing Authority, Karachi 75500
Contact: +92 42 1115 70570 

Agility Logistics (Pvt.) Ltd. 
Plot # 12-A, Miran Mohammed Shah Road, M.A.C.H.S., 
Karachi, 75350
Contact: +92 21 1114 36436

Mehran Pakistan Customs Clearing agent
Napier Rd, Seari Quarters, Karachi, 
Mobile : +92 300 8281971

Orbitor Clearing, Forwarding, Shipping Agent
8C Mezzanine Floor, Street # 1,, Saba Commercial Area 
Phase V Ext, Khayban-e-Shamsheer, Saba Commercial 
Area Defence V, Karachi -54000
Contact: +92 21 3535 4223

Rose Shippers (Custom Clearing Agents)
Progressive Center, 30-A Shahrah-e-Faisal Rd, Block 6 
PECHS, Karachi 75400
Mobile: +92 323 8888666
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The Blue Economy Handbook of the Indian Ocean Region 

Publisher: Africa Institute of South Africa (August 2, 2018)
ISBN-10: 0798305185
ISBN-13: 978-0798305181

The Indian Ocean is the third largest ocean in the world compris-
ing 20% of the water on the Earth's surface. The sea lanes in the 
Indian Ocean are among the busiest in the world with more than 
80 percent of global seaborne trade in oil transiting through the 
Indian Ocean and its vital chokepoints and an estimated 40% of 
the world's offshore oil production comes from the Indian Ocean. 
The importance of this region cannot be underestimated and there 
is no doubt that there are many opportunities for economic 
growth and job creation presented by the waters washing the 
shores of the Indian Ocean Rim. In order to ensure a desirable 
future for humanity it is necessary to make use of the ocean’s 
resources in a sustainable and responsible manner. Climate 
change is affecting the Indian Ocean negatively, placing a strain on 
the ability to ensure food security and damaging the economies of 
small island states that depend on �isheries and aquaculture for 
their livelihoods. Increasing ocean temperatures and ocean acidi�i-
cation are taking a toll on ecosystems. This book is the �irst of its 

kind, providing fresh insights into the various aspects and impacts of the Blue Economy in the Indian Ocean 
Region: from shifting paradigms, to an accounting framework, gender dynamics, the law of the sea and renewa-
ble energy, this handbook aims at increasing awareness of the Blue Economy in the Indian Ocean Region and to 
provide evidence to policy-makers in the region to make informed decisions. The contributions are from a 
mixture of disciplines by scholars and experts from seven countries.

About the Author

Professor V.N. Attri is Chair in Indian Ocean Studies (CIOS), Indian Ocean Rim Association 
(IORA) Secretariat, Cyber City, Ebene and University of Mauritius, Reduit, Republic of Mauritius.
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Technology and the Blue Economy: From Autonomous Ship-
ping to Big Data 

Publisher: Kogan Page Ltd (September 24, 2019)
ISBN-10: 0749483954
ISBN-13: 9780749483951

70 per cent of the planet is covered by water, and 90 per cent of 
global economic trade is transported by sea. The world's seas and 
oceans are big business. Based on gross marine product, the ocean 
can be considered the world's seventh-largest economy, with the 
total global value of the Blue Economy predicted to rise to $3 
trillion by 2030.

Grounded in detailed market research, and brought to life through 
over 250 meticulously researched case studies, Technology and the 
Blue Economy presents a compelling overview of an inspiring and 
innovative sector that includes offshore renewable energy, ports 
and harbours, shipping, maritime surveillance, cyber security, 
aquaculture and ocean conservation. The book explores how inno-
vators can develop the right business models to capitalize on 
growth opportunities, and analyses the critical success factors for 
emerging technologies

With Earth observation satellites providing unprecedented levels of data about the ocean, can machine learning 
capabilities develop at pace to make sense of all this new information. 

About the Author

Rear Admiral Nick Lambert is co-founder and director of NLA, a Blue Economy solutions company, 
which specializes in the Blue Economy and tech innovation in associated domains. He advises 
corporates on a wide range of marine and maritime issues, and regularly hosts and delivers keynote 
speeches at high-pro�ile conferences.

Andy Ham�lett is co-founder and director of NLA and a journalist, researcher and innovation 
expert on new technologies. He leads innovative research projects that explore the emerging 
potential of Big Data for social impact.

Jonathan Turner is co-founder and director of NLA and specializes in customer-focused organiza-
tional process design, lean methodology and performance measurement through analytical skills 
and practical use of data.
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Port Activity

Date Import in Tonnes Export in Tonnes Total
1-Apr-20 33,718 37,300 71,018
2-Apr-20 65,226 52,655 117,881
3-Apr-20 44,100 34,327 78,427
4-Apr-20 95,016 26,638 121,654
7-Apr-20 59,168 157,071 216,239
8-Apr-20 34,990 13,257 48,247
9-Apr-20 68,840 43,550 112,390

10-Apr-20 96,955 17,478 114,433
11-Apr-20 118,148 11,679 129,827
14-Apr-20 116,875 39,925 156,800
15-Apr-20 21,303 8,590 29,893
16-Apr-20 48,777 21,569 70,346
17-Apr-20 66,061 58,363 124,424
21-Apr-20 100,355 61,149 161,504
22-Apr-20 43,569 29,410 72,979
23-Apr-20 74,424 76,640 151,064
24-Apr-20 33,356 29,942 63,298
25-Apr-20 42,812 11,389 54,201
28-Apr-20 21,500 10,949 32,449
29-Apr-20 47,226 7,779 55,005
30-Apr-20 100,620 28,328 128,948

Total 1,333,039 777,988 2,111,027

ACTIVITY AT KARACHI PORT (APRIL 2020)
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Port Activity

Date Import in Tonnes Export in Tonnes Total
1-Apr-20 125,390 24,130 149,520
2-Apr-20 124,798 37,050 161,848
3-Apr-20 144,783 42,883 187,666
7-Apr-20 112,966 31,787 144,753
8-Apr-20 92,148 38,570 130,718
9-Apr-20 112,304 29,602 141,906

10-Apr-20 128,716 41,933 170,649
14-Apr-20 48,925 87,406 136,331
16-Apr-20 131,360 46,835 178,195
17-Apr-20 133,922 42,199 176,121
21-Apr-20 122,573 61,829 184,402
22-Apr-20 138,558 38,327 176,885
24-Apr-20 135,306 29,659 164,965
25-Apr-20 138,127 30,587 168,714
28-Apr-20 177,427 35,967 213,394
29-Apr-20 124,969 25,547 150,516
30-Apr-20 128,769 33,951 162,720

Total 2,121,041 678,262 2,799,303

ACTIVITY AT PORT QASIM (APRIL 2020)
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CV-19; Maritime Sectors & Precautionary Measures
Lt. Noman Usmani

The COVID-19 Pandemic has reached the shores of 
almost every country in the world and will have, and 
may already be having, a signi�icant impact on public 
health, economy, �isheries and coastal communities. 
There have been reports from various countries facing 
challenges in the global port operations and seafood 
trade and price drops of different commodities. 
Currently Pakistan is also under the blanket of COV-
ID-19 pandemic and the graph of positive cases per day 
is escalating at a fast pace. 

Presently to �ight against this pandemic we have only 
precautionary strategies as no cure or vaccine is availa-
ble. Numerous precautionary measures are being taken 
by administrations and different institutions and �irms 
in order to reduce the spread of the virus, such as by 
adopting the routine of work from home, work with less 
staff or through video link etc.

 Meanwhile other health and hygiene precautions and 
preventive measures cannot be neglected for the 
individuals of those sectors for which above said strate-
gies are not feasible to adopt, and they have to be opera-
tional to keep the very necessary commodities be avail-
able for the people, and to keep the system functioning 
smoothly.

 The Ports and the staff on it are one of them. This sector 
is operational 24/7 to ensure that the necessary food, 
medicine and other vital equipments are available in 
the market for the citizens of the country without any 
delay, shortage and interruption as normal, even in 
these critical days and while risking  their lives during 
the current pandemic. 

Ministry of Maritime Affairs has made an important 
announcement and detailed guidelines notice to limit 
the impact of the (COVID-19) and strengthen preven-
tive measures aimed at providing protection to the 
employees in various sectors of ministry. Employees 
are advised to strictly follow these guidelines, take all 
necessary measures for proper hygiene and maintain 
social distancing to ensure their safety and safety of 
other people as well.

In addition to above plans following Instructions have 
also been issued by ports administration for contain-

ment of coronavirus COVID-19 for the port employees;

• No hand shake and embracing

• Temporarily stopped biometric attendance

• Disinfection of staircases and door knobs on daily  
   basis

• Disinfection of Transport everyday

• Provision of mask and sanitizer to employees

• Removal of all carpets and daries (traditional �loor 
   ing) from mosques. Cleaning of �loor with disinfectant    
after every prayer

• Database of suspect 

• Strict precautions and control at main gate 

• Awareness campaign through pamphlets and banners

• Coordination with designated tertiary hospitals

• Availability of requisite medicines and PPEs 

the daily congregation of large numbers of people in 
tight quarters at �ish landing sites, in �ish processing 
plants, and on �ishing vessels, is a matter of grave 
concern and Ministry Food, Agriculture Livestock 
(MFAL) is working diligently to address the challenges 
and concerns within the �ishing sector vis-à-vis the 
ongoing COVID-19 crisis, speci�ically with regards to 
precautionary measures at �ishing harbors and opera-
tions in food handling facilities such as at Karachi Fish 
Harbors, Korangi Fish Harbors and Ibrahim Hyderi 
area. 

All facilities are being provided to maintain the hygienic 
standards for the local community. The Fisheries Devel-
opment Board (FDB) is also taking various precaution-
ary measures have been introduced to safeguard these 
premises and relative operations amidst the COVID-19 
crisis. 
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