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NIMA is working as a national think tank acting as a repository
of maritime information with major focus on; applied research
for comprehensive solutions to Pakistan’s maritime issues,
taking maritime education initiatives, conserving the history
and culture, advocating best maritime practices, raising
awareness & capacity building, and publishing research of
highest international standards.

National Institute of Maritime Affairs (NIMA) is functioning
under Bahria University as National Think Tank on Maritime
Affairs as national body, based at Islamabad. National Centre
for Maritime Policy Research (NCMPR) Karachi which was
established in 2007 under the direction of Government of
Pakistan has been placed as a constituent unit of NIMA. The
establishment of NIMA was conceived in order to meet the
objectives of National Maritime Policy.

The signi�icance of maritime domain in the economic development of the country and the potential of our maritime
sector are not well understood in Pakistan. NIMA engages
eminent and renowned researchers to extract concrete policy
recommendations. It endeavors continuously to create
awareness through seminars, conferences, workshops,
writing research papers and other maritime related activities
challenges of 21st century for Pakistan.
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Editorial

DG Message

From Editors’ Desk

I’m glad to join the National Institute of Maritime
Affairs as Director General; the premier maritime
think tank in the country. I’m joining the NIMA team at
an interesting juncture, both for the magazine and the
industry. I see exciting developments taking place in
areas like blue economy, maritime tourism, �isheries
sector, and more. Pakistan’s maritime sector is a vital
component of our national security, which not only
includes maritime defence but also ports & harbours,
merchant ships and related infrastructure. All these
elements need an immediate attention for improvement and reckoning. We at NIMA need to put an effort
to create awareness for maritime related issues
through the publication of Maritime Watch.

This year special efforts have been taken in Pakistan to
celebrate World Maritime Day 2019 under the theme of
“Empowering Women in the Maritime Industry”
and women across the industry were encouraged to
participate. Many successful women were recognized
and rewarded for their services and contribution to the
maritime industry by National Center of Maritime
Policy Research during the occasion.

NIMA is committed to research and study of important
maritime developments across the country and
around the world, to provide broader insights to the
academia and national stakeholders. To ful�ill these
improvements, I’d like to explore in depth some of the
issues that matter most to you, our readers. A changing industry always brings challenges, but it also
always brings opportunities – and make no mistake,
it’ll be the opportunities that we’ll focus on.

In particular, I would like to extend my best wishes to
the Editorial team members, who have worked
extremely hard to launch the �irst issue of Maritime
Watch and, I hope, next issue will be even better and
worth praising.
Happy Reading!
V/ADM Abdul Aleem
DG NIMA

Despite the ideal vision of women empowerment �lowing nationally and internationally, women across the
globe globe generally face hurdles to gain their rights.
According to last census of Pakistan, male to female
ratio is 51 to 49 respectively, hence making it imperative for us to capitalize half of our precious national
human resource.
The 21st century is constantly challenging the old-fashioned perceptions of our society by providing equal
opportunities to women making them strong and powerful. International organizations such as IMO have
taken initiatives by introducing Women in Maritime-IMO gender program. During our interactions
with various people across the maritime fraternity,
various organizations are coming forth with rewarding
career opportunities for women. The fraternity has
witnessed a new generation of strong and talented
women responding positively by proving themselves as
good choice in teamwork for achieving the organizational goals. One good example is the training and
employment of female crane operators at Hutchison
Port. The feedback shows they are doing a tremendous
job. They are proving that in today's world the maritime industry is for everyone. It's not about your
gender, it's about what you can do and how well you can
contribute.
Cdre (R) Ali Abbas
Dir NCMPR

Astola is also known as Jezira Haft Talar (Island of the Seven
Hills) because of the small, rocky mountains that stretch across
the 15sq km island. From Karachi, it is a seven-hour drive to
reach Pasni (Balochistan), from where boat rides to Astola are
available. (Credits: Dawn)
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Newly Appointed DGNIM, Bahria University Islamabad
Vice Admiral Abdul Aleem
HI(M) has taken over as
Director General National
Institute
of
Maritime
Affairs, Bahria University
Islamabad. The newly
appointed DG carries vast
experience of important
Command and Staff assignments including Command
of a Hydrofoil Division, a
Missile Corvette, Guided
Missile Destroyer PNS
SHAHJAHAN and Commander 25th Destroyer Squadron. He also has the honour of Commanding International Counter Piracy Task Force 151. His major Staff
assignments include Principal Secretary to the Chief of
the Naval Staff, Chief Inspector (Navy), Deputy Commandant & CI PN War College and Commandant Pakistan Navy Maritime Operations Training Complex-PNS
BAHADUR. As Flag Of�icer, he has performed the duties
as DCNS (Projects), Commandant Pakistan Navy War
College Lahore, Flag Of�icer Sea Training (FOST) and
Commander Coast (COMCOAST). Prior proceeding to
LPR in June 2019, the �lag of�icer served as Chief of Staff
(Personnel) at NHQ. He is a graduate of PN War College,
US Naval War College and National Defence University
Islamabad. Vice Admiral Abdul Aleem is the recipient of
Sitara-e-Imtiaz (Military) and Hilal-e-Imtiaz (Military).
tary) and Hilal-e-Imtiaz (Military).
National Institute of Oceanography (NIO) Celebrates World Maritime Day 2019

of World Maritime Day 2019. The event was held on
27th September 2019, at NIO Karachi. The World Maritime Day is celebrated every year to signify the contributions of International Maritime Industry in global
economy and to bring attention on the importance of
shipping safety, maritime security and marine environment. The theme for this year’s celebration was
“Empowering Women in the Maritime Community”.At
the event, Ms. Naghmana Zafar from NCMPR was
presented "The Women Achievement Award" for her
contribution towards Maritime research as a young
researcher.

Pakistan Nautical Institute Celebrates World Maritime Day 2019

October 3, The Nautical Institute, Pakistan Branch
organized World Maritime Day 2019 under the auspices of Karachi Port Trust at Pear Continental Hotel, Karachi. A full day seminar was arranged on theme empowering women in the maritime community. Inaugural
session which chaired by Capt. Anwar Shah, Ex- Director General Ministry of Ports and Shipping. Keynote
Address was delivered by Capt. S.M.A Mahmoodi
Chairman, Nautical Institute and Honorary Secretary
Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers, Pakistan. The
celebration was attended by dignitaries of the maritime
community which included of�icials of Ports Customs
and Ministry of Maritime Affairs. (Credits: Nautical
Institute, Pakistan)

China Gifts Equipment To Gwadar Fishermen

October 28, National Institute of Oceanography (NIO)
organized a national seminar to mark the celebrations

October 5, Karachi Consulate General of the People’s
Republic of China, on behalf of the Chinese people and
government, has gifted goods worth 200,000 US
dollars comprising of boat power engines, solar
handy lights, a small home solar system and �ishing
nets. It has also said that it hoped the gifts would help
the local population gain some relief from their
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day-to-day dif�iculties. The goods are expected to
support a substantial number of �ishermen.

The Chinese government has also pledged further aid
for Balochistan, including for the Gwadar Port City,
under the socio-economic development phase of the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) which
addresses the issues that people are facing. (Credits:
Express Tribune)
Chinese Vow to Make Gwadar More Valuable than
Karachi

October 9, The Chinese operators of Gwadar Port and
its free zone have vowed to make the coastal city the
single largest contributor to Pakistan’s national
economic output in seven years, saying 47,000 jobs
will be created for locals with new investments worth
billions of dollars. China Overseas Ports Holding Company Gwadar (COPHC) Chairman Zhang Baozhong on
Tuesday shared his plans after the government �inally
stamped 23-year income tax holiday and exemptions
of sales tax and customs duties for the Gwadar Port
and businesses to be set up at Gwadar Free Zone. The
COPHC and its four subsidiaries are responsible for
operating the seaport and its economic zones for a
period of 23 years. The concessions had been guaranteed in the Gwadar Port Concession Agreement.
(Credits: Business Standard)
Naval Chief Represents Pakistan at ‘Indo-Paci�ic’
Sea Power Conference 2019 in Australia

October 11, Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Zafar
Mahmood Abbasi NI(M) represented Pakistan at
three-day Sea Power Conference 2019 in Australia.
The conference is part of international maritime
exposition, it is being attended by representatives of
over eighty countries. Admiral Zafar Mahmood
Abbasi highlighted Pakistan's role in Combined Maritime Forces and also threw light on Pakistan Navy's
initiative of Regional Maritime Security Patrol
(RMSP). (Credits: Radio Pakistan)
Absence of Rules Sti�les Coastal Tourism

October 14, Pakistan has no rules, laws or regulatory
bodies for coastal tourism. A diver claimed, “the situation right now is quite bad. There were only two
diving schools in Karachi and one of them has shut
down. How can the prime minister expect a boom in
tourism if there is no mandate or regulatory body for
coastal tourism.” NIMA has drafted coastal tourism
rules which are pending implementation by the
government authorities. Once these rules are implemented, coastal tourism is expected to �lourish by
adhering required safety and security guidelines.
(From Coastal Tourism Desk, NCMPR)
NCMPR Researchers Visit Bhit and Baba Island

October 15, National Centre for Maritime Policy
Research, headed by Director NCMPR Commodore(R)
Ali Abbas SI(M) visited Bhit and Baba Islands. Maritime researchers interacted with the residing �ishermen community to know the various challenges of
their profession. The issues highlighted were the
deteriorating conditions of jetties, absence of proper
health and sanitation facilities. During the visit, the
local community stressed on the need for playing
areas for children and proper maintenance of government schools and basic health units.
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Balochistan Launches Gwadar Master Plan 2050,
Preservation of Historical Sites to Be Top Priority
October 17, The government of Balochistan unveiled
the Gwadar Master Plan 2050, which stipulated that
no old neighbourhoods of the port city would be
relocated while restoring the historical sports and old
status of the city.

The biggest challenge on these islands is non-availability of freshwater and disposal of garbage facility.
The concerned authorities need to address these
issues on priority. (From Fisheries Desk NCMPR)
PM Imran Welcomes $240m Foreign Investment
from Hong Kong Based Operator

October 15, Prime Minister Imran Khan welcomed a
$240 million foreign investment from Hong
Kong-based port operator Hutchison Port Holdings.

A delegation of Hutchison Port Holdings led by their
Group Managing Director Eric Ip apprised the prime
minister of the company's fresh investment into Pakistan approximating $240m that will allow for new
container terminal capacity at the Karachi Port. The
funding increases Hutchison Ports’ total investment
in Pakistan to $1 billion. Hutchison Port Holdings is
one of the world’s largest port companies. With over
30,000 employees, it is operating 52 ports and terminals in 27 countries spanning Asia, the Middle East,
Africa, Europe, the Americas and Australia. (Credits:
Dawn News)

The Gwadar Master Plan has been approved by the
provincial government that would be enforceable till
2050, following which the Gwadar Development
Authority (GDA) would start new development
projects in the city. GDA Chief Engineer Syed Muhammad Baloch told a ceremony on Thursday that the city
had numerous sports venues from the Omani era that
would be restored in order to maintain the ancient
status of the city. Talking about the environment-friendly projects being started in the blue-sea
city, Baloch said, the GDA intensi�ied progress on
greenery projects in the city, while a new greenbelt
was being established for the people of Gwadar.
(Credits: APP)
NA Committee on Maritime Affairs Stresses on
Uplifting Indigenous Fishermen

October 18, National Assembly Standing Committee
on Maritime Affairs has recommended the government to revisit current �isheries policy in order to
update it in accordance with the ground challenges.
The parliamentary panel took notice of the rapidly
depleting stocks of �ish in Pakistan. The committeerecommended that the government should take
steps to take care of the indigenous �isherman present
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in Sindh and Balochistan.

It was further told that the Prime Minister's National
Agriculture Emergency Programme would address
these sectors of �isheries. (Credits: National Assembly
PR)
Maritime Ministry Earmarks Rs. 19m for Issuance
of MRSID

October 18, Ministry of Maritime Affairs (MoMA) is
building up an online interface to minimise physical
interaction of seafarers with the Government Shipping Of�ice. The ministry, in a statement, said the
development of an online interface is under process
to facilitate seafarers and reduce their physical interaction with the shipping of�ice.

Transit Rules for Cargo Handling at Gwadar Port
Implemented

October 18, Ministry of Commerce has implemented
prerequisite transshipment and transit rules for bulk
cargoes at Gwadar port, which is to pave way for its
full-�ledged operation and ease handling burden on
two other ports in the country. The ministry in a letter
said that trade related infrastructure in Gwadar port
is ready to handle bulk cargoes to and from Afghanistan. The letter was sent earlier this week to Pakistan
Ship Agents Association, Pakistan International
Freight Forwarders Association, National Logistics
Cell and All Pakistan Shipping Association. Number of
cargoes under Afghan transit trade increased 44
percent to 93,732 containers in 2018/19 from 60,516
containers in the �iscal year of 2017/18, of�icial data
showed. (Credits: The News)
Two Cargo Ships Collide at Karachi Port Trust:
Sources

The application of the step is expected to be launched
in November,” the ministry said after a meeting
presided over by “Maritime Minister Ali Haider Zaidi”.
“Funds have also been allocated to set up a dedicated
and upgraded infrastructure at Nadra (National Database Registration Authority) for issuance of machine
readable seafarer’s identity document (SID) cards.”
The ministry said the two-step approach adopted was
to immediately set up a SID card facility for facilitation
of seafarers at Karachi Port Trust with coordination of
Nadra. (Credits: The News)

October 21, Two cargo ships collided on Monday at
the Karachi Port Trust (KPT). According to the port
sources, Chinese cargo ship hit MV Diala ship, parked
at berth no. 26 of the port after crashing into berth no
25. “The collision was not that much intense and the
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cost of the berth repair will be beard by the owners of
the Chinese ship”, said the KPT’s spokesman. He said
investigation was underway to �ind out the cause
behind the incident. KPT’s chief �ire of�icer, Saeed
Jadoon had said that 10 �ire tenders of KPT and one
from Pakistan Navy managed to control over the �ire.
The �ire tenders of the KMC �ire brigade also took part
in the operation, he further had said. (Credits: Maritime Bulletin)
Dutch Companies Keen to Invest in Pakistan’s
Maritime and Agriculture sectors

October 21, Ambassador of the Netherlands to Pakistan Wouter Plomp, said that Dutch companies were
interested in the maritime and agriculture sectors of
Pakistan. Dutch Human Rights Ambassador Dr Bahia
Tahzib-Lie speaking on the occasion expressed satisfaction over the progress made by Pakistan to stabilize the economy and assured her full cooperation to
enhance bilateral trade and investment. (Credits:
Pakistan Today)

Abbasi NI(M) formally signed the ‘Note of Accession’
for joining the organization. Trans Regional Maritime
Network (T-RMN) was established in 2008 to facilitate exchange of maritime information at Trans
Regional level amongst the participating nations. By
joining T-RMN community, Pakistan Navy will have
access to maritime related information which will
augment the comprehensive maritime picture already
being maintained at Joint Maritime Information Coordination Center (JIMCC) of Pakistan Navy at Karachi.
(Credits: DGPR Navy)

Damen Signs with KS&EW for Third ASD Tug 2009
October 22, Damen Shipyards Group signed a contract
with Karachi Shipyard & Engineering Works
(KS&EW) for the materials package of a third ASD Tug
2009 under the Damen Technical Cooperation (DTC).
The order follows a contract of two ASD Tugs 2009
signed in July 2019. KS&EW are constructing all three
vessels with Damen’s support. The contract was
signed on behalf of KS&EW by General Manager Shipbuilding Commodore (R) Saleem Iqbal SI(M) and by
regional director Teun Haverkort on behalf of Damen.

Pakistan Navy Joins Trans Regional Maritime
Network, Italy for Ensuring Safe Maritime Traf�ic

The two shipyards have been working together since
1988 and have successfully delivered numerous
vessels to various clients in Pakistan. (Credits: Maritime Executive)
Fisheries Experts and Academicians Deliberate
on Pakistan’s Blue Economy
October 21, Pakistan Navy joined 32-member Trans
Regional Maritime Network (T-RMN), based in Italy.
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Zafar Mahmood

October 22, Bahria University Karachi Campus (BUKC)
organized a seminar on ‘Promoting Maritime Fisheries in Pakistan’. The event was aimed at bridging the
gaps between education and research in the �ield of
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maritime sciences. It provided a platform to technical

experts and scholars to discuss issues pertinent to
marine �isheries and aquaculture that could help
bring about socio-economic development in the
coastal communities and improve the sector’s contribution to the economy. (From Fisheries Desk NCMPR)
NIMA Organizes Focused Talk of Maritime Experts
October 23, NIMA organised a focused talk on the
“Developments in Indian Ocean Region and their
Rami�ications for Pakistan” at Pakistan Maritime
Museum, Karachi.

Serving and retired senior naval of�icers, diplomats
and academia attended the session. The event was
chaired by Admiral (R) Shahid Karimullah NI(M), SJ,
former Chief of the Naval Staff. (Credits: NIMA)
Pak Navy Seizes Vessel with Rs2.74b Worth
Narcotics

October 24, In a joint intelligence based Counter
Narcotics Operation by Pakistan Navy, Pakistan
Customs and Pakistan Maritime Security Agency at
Pishukan near Jiwani, Balochistan a �ishing boat
namely Al-Qamber along with 12 crew members was

apprehended with a huge cache of narcotics including
102.90kg of crystal and 171.15kg synthetic heroine
recovered from the vessel’s secret compartments.

The value of the narcotics in international market was
estimated to be Rs2,740.5 million. The seized narcotics have been handed over to the Customs authorities
for further legal proceedings. (Credits: The News)
Pakistan Navy Organizes Free Medical Camp in
Balochistan

October 28, According to the spokesperson of Pakistan Navy, specialist doctors of surgical, medical, skin,
gynecology, child and general medically inspected
patients at the camp.

Over 700 patients were provided with free medical
treatment, medicines and ordinary surgical facilities.
The medical camp was set up to create awareness
amongst locals with respect to better medical treatment facilities and health. (Credits: ARY News)
Pakistan Must Launch Tourism Campaign

October 30, Pakistan must launch tourism campaigns
that should be shown in targeted countries in order to
attract more and more tourists as the country
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possesses huge potential in the tourism sector, said

Youth Leadership Summit with Our Ocean Conference.

The fourth Our Ocean Youth Leadership Summit took
place in Oslo, in collaboration with University of
Tromsø and Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Spanish Ambassador Manuel Duran. “In Spain we
have all seen wonderful initiatives from countries that
have been totally unknown to Spanish tourists and
the results have been very positive,” he added. Pakistan must also develop its network of hotels and
restaurants to offer a variety of high quality places to
stay and eat. Spain can offer its experience and know
how to help Pakistan in developing this promising
industry.

NCMPR Researcher Participates in Our Ocean
Conference Norway 2019

October 25, Our Ocean Conferences were initiated by
US Secretary of State John Kerry in 2014, with the aim
to put oceans on the foreign policy agenda, and create
a platform where leaders from government, business
and civil society meet on an equal footing to promote
action and innovation for clean, healthy and productive oceans. For the past four years, the Sustainable
Ocean Alliance (SOA) has co-organized the Our Ocean

Ms. Naghmana Zafar, Senior Researcher at National
Centre from Maritime Policy Research had been
selected as “Young Ocean Leader 2019” by SOA. The
organisers received about 1200 applications from
young people and only 100 individuals were selected
from 45 countries. Ms. Naghmana won the Ocean
Challenge Bootcamp 2019, a programme The Bootcamp was focused on developing holistic solutions
that better balance the needs of society, industry and
the ocean environment and total 20 teams were in
competition. The four members of the winning team
were from Germany, Ghana, Pakistan and Thailand.
Norwegian Crown Prince Haakon and Foreign Minister of Norway Ine Marie Eriksen greeted the team
with winner’s trophy and appreciation during the
closing ceremony of Our Ocean Conference. The gathering of young ocean leaders in Oslo along with experienced global leaders, has proved to be an opportunity to inspire, inform, and empower youth participants
to turn the tide of our oceans for betterment.
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Winners Announced for Seatrade Maritime
Awards 2019

October 15, In a glittering awards ceremony recognizing the best of the regional maritime industry, Mr.
Bader Naser Al Khashti, Chairman of Kuwait Oil
Tanker Company, was announced as winner of the
prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award, while H.E
Eng. Hessa Al Malek, Executive Director Marine
Transport was given the Integration of Women in the
Maritime Sector Award. Green Shipping Award was
awarded to Seacor Offshore Dubai LLC, while Education and Training Award was given to Oman Ship
Management Company S.A.O.C. The Indian Subcontinent award was given to Indian Ports Association.
(Credits: Hellenic Shipping)

Shipping Banks Lending at Lowest Level Since
Last Decade

October 17, It has become more dif�icult to borrow
money for a ship. The major shipping banks' lending
has gone down signi�icantly in recent years and now
stands at the lowest level since analyst �irm Petro�in
began covering the portfolio. (Credits: Shipping
Watch)
China to Step Up Support For Companies in
Marine Industry

COSCO Supertanker Wins Temporary U.S. Waiver

October 16, A supertanker owned by COSCO Shipping
Tankers (Dalian) has received a temporary waiver
from U.S. sanctions that has allowed the ship to
discharge crude oil cargoes. The sanctions will
resume after the cargoes are discharged, the source
said. COSCO Dalian was one of four Chinese shipping
companies to be sanctioned by the Trump administration in late September for allegedly transporting
Iranian oil. (Credits: Thomson Reuters)

October 18, The Ministry of Natural Resources signed
a strategic cooperation framework agreement with
Shenzhen Stock Exchange in a bid to boost the
high-quality development of the marine economy.
The agreement will promote further cooperation in
various �ields, such as market service, the supply of
innovative products and information exchange for
relevant enterprises, said the stock exchange. China
now has 54 listed companies related to marine
resources on the Shenzhen Stock Exchange, with a
total market value of more than 300 billion yuan
(about 42.43 billion U.S. dollars), covering marine
high-end equipment manufacturing, transportation,
information service, and biological medicine.
(Creidts: Xinhua)
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Saudi Aramco Ships Arab Light Crude to PetroChina From Japan Storage
October 19, Saudi Aramco has shipped an Arab Light
crude cargo in a rare from its leased storage in Okinawa, Japan, to a PetroChina re�inery in central Hebei
province. The 136,000 mt Arab Light crude cargo on
the Suezmax tanker Glorycrown to be delivered to
PetroChina’s Huabei Petrochemical re�inery. Saudi
Aramco’s spot crude sale from the Okinawa storage
was concluded before attacks on its oil facilities on
September 14.

China’s crude oil imports from Saudi Arabia surged
88% year on year to 7.79 million mt (1.84 million
b/d) in August, the second-highest on record, according data released by China’s General Administration
of Customs.

Saudi Aramco’s crude shipments from the Okinawa
terminal have been rare in recent years as a result of
Saudi Arabia’s commitment to the OPEC/non-OPEC
production cut deal, the source added. The production accord, which OPEC signed with Russia and nine
other non-OPEC countries in December, commits the
24-country coalition to 1.2 million b/d in supply cuts
through March 2020. Saudi Aramco leases 8.18
million barrels of storage capacity at Okinawa for
commercial purposes in exchange for supplying Japan
as a priority in the event of an emergency. The current
agreement with Saudi Aramco under a scheme known
as “Joint Crude Storage by Producing Countries,”
under which Tokyo pays for storing Saudi Arabian oil
at leased storage tanks in Okinawa, is due for renewal
this year. (Credits: Hellenics Shipping)

Baltic Index Down For Seventh Session On Lower
Capesize, Panamax Rates

October 21, The Baltic Exchange’s main sea freight
index, which tracks rates for ships ferrying dry bulk
commodities, extended losses to a seventh straight
session, on weaker capesize and panamax rates. The
Baltic index, which re�lects rates for capesize, panamax and supramax vessels, shed 9 points, or 0.5%, to
1,846. The capesize index was down 17 points, or
0.6%, at 3,047, its weakest in almost two weeks. The
average daily earnings for capesizes, which typically
transport 170,000-180,000 tonne cargoes such as
iron ore and coal, fell $86 to $25,031. The panamax
index fell 21 points, or 1.1%, to 1,819, its lowest since
Oct. 8. Average daily earnings for panamaxes, which
usually carry coal or grain cargoes of about 60,000
tonne to 70,000 tonne, fell $165 to $14,586. The
supramax index edged 1 point lower to 1,221.
(Credits: Reuters)
Total, ZEG Create LSFO Joint Venture in China

October 21, French energy major Total has signed a
shareholders’ agreement with Chinese state-owned
Zhejiang Energy Group (ZEG) to establish a joint
venture company dedicated to the supply and delivery of marine fuels in the region of Zhoushan, China.
Zhoushan region covers both Ningbo and Shanghai
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ports, the busiest shipping hub in the world in terms
of cargo tonnage. By combining both companies’
expertise, the new joint venture aims to “actively
contribute to the development of this fast-growing
market.” (Credits: World Maritime News)
Qatar Petroleum Commences Low Sulphur Fuel
Oil for IMO 2020

October 21, State-owned Qatar Petroleum has started
supplying very low sulphur fuel oil (VLSFO) at Ras
Laffan Industrial City Port. The VLSFO marine fuel
offering has been initiated in advance of the International Maritime Organization 2020 regulation for a
0.50% global sulphur limit for marine fuels which will
come into effect on January 1, 2020. (Credits: Gulf
Times)
US Now Exports Crude Oil to More Destinations
than It Imports From

many as of 37 sources per month. In the �irst seven
months of 2019, the largest number of sources in any
month fell to 27. As the number of sources fell, the
number of destinations for U.S. crude oil exports rose.
In the �irst seven months of 2019, the United States
exported crude oil to as many as 31 destinations per
month. (Credits: EIA)
Gulftainer Completes Saja’a Access Road Project
In Sharjah

October 23, Gulftainer has announced the completion
of the Saja’a Access Road in Sharjah, built in collaboration with the Roads and Transport Authority
(RTA).The road connects the Saja’a Industrial Investment Park (SIIP), Gulftainer’s �irst-ever leasehold
initiative, via the Emirates Road (E611) to the three
major seaports in Sharjah – Port Khalid, Hamriyah
Port and Khorfakkan Port – as well as Sharjah’s International Airport and the UAE’s wider road network.
(Credits: Logistics Middle East)
India’s September Oil Imports At 3-Yr Low, Saudi
Regains Top Spot

October 22, As U.S. crude oil export volumes have
increased to an average of 2.8 million barrels per day
(b/d) in the �irst seven months of 2019, the number of
destinations that receive U.S. exports has also
increased. Earlier this year, the number of U.S. crude
oil export destinations surpassed the number of
sources of U.S. crude oil imports that EIA tracks.
In 2009, the United States imported crude oil from as

October 23, India’s oil imports fell to their lowest in
more than three years in September to 3.82 million
barrels per day (bpd). Last month, Saudi Arabia
replaced Iraq as top oil supplier to India. September
oil imports, which dropped below 4 million bpd for
the �irst time since June 2016, were about 18.7%
lower than in August and down 8.4% from a year ago,
the data showed. The fall in oil imports limited India’s
�iscal de�icit for September, but it also potentially
points to a general economic and industrial slowdown. (Credits: Reuters)
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DP World Expects Further Growth Despite Trade
Wars and Iran Tensions
October 23, DP World is
considering more acquisitions in logistics sector as it
pursues vertical integration.
Mohammed Al Muallem, DP
World’s chief executive and
managing director is optimistic about trade growth
despite a global economic
slowdown,
geopolitical
tensions and US-China trade
war. . The company performed "very well"
year-to-date and expects continued growth, thanks to
its geographic diversity across six continents to help it
weather challenges from trade wars to geopolitical
tensions, Al Muallem said. DP World runs facilities in
40 countries, and remains upbeat about its performance as weaker growth in some markets is mitigated by stronger performance in other regions within
its global portfolio. (Credits: Reuters)
Insurers Call for Action to Prevent Container Ship
Fires

between Jan. 3 and Aug. 9 this year on container and
container/roll-on, roll-off ships. (Source: Drewry
Container Insight Weekly)
Maritime Trade Forecasts To See 3.4% percent
Annual Growth

October 31, International maritime trade
is set to increase by an
average 3.4% over the
next �ive years, driven
in
particular
by
growth in containerised, dry bulk and gas
cargoes. Containerised and dry bulk trades are expected to see a compound annual growth rate of 4.5% and 3.9% respectively over the 2019–2024 period while the tanker
trade is projected to grow by 2.2% during the same
period, according to the UN Conference on Trade and
Development. According to the report, a “new
normal” for maritime transport is in the making, with
effects permeating all aspects of the industry, from
demand to supply, markets, ports and regulatory
frameworks. (Credits: Lloyds Maritime Intelligence)
UNCTAD Analyses Impact of US-China Trade War
on Shipping

October 23, International Union of Marine Insurance
says �ire�ighting systems on containerships should be
arranged to segregate each ship into compartments
where �ires can be isolated. IUMI said �ire�ighting
capabilities onboard containerships are de�icient and
ships should be designed with “�ire compartments” to
prevent the spread of blazes. IUMI represents 43
national and marine market insurance and reinsurance associations. It pointed to �ires on containerships such as the Yantian Express, APL Vancouver,
Grande America, E.R. Kobe and KMTC Hong Kong. The
London-based Drewry Shipping Consultants in its
Container Insight Weekly listed eight signi�icant �ires

October 31, United Nations
Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD)
called for improved planning, adequate response
measures, as well as �lexible and forward-looking
transport
policies
in
response to political and
economic instability across the world in a new report
called ‘The Review of Maritime Transport 2019’. “It is
a warning that national policies can have a negative
impact on the maritime trade and development aspirations of all,” the report stated. It is revealed that the
trade tensions between the US and China have affected an estimated 2% of world maritime trade volume
when tariff hikes were put in place in September 2018
and May-June 2019. (Credits: Ship Technology)
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Aframax: Demand & Supply Trends
October 17, The Aframax sector has come out on top
as having the largest percentage rise in ton miles over
�leet growth in the past 3 months. Aframax charter
rates have more than quadrupled in the same time
frame, starting July at approximately 9k USD and
starting October at over 40k USD.

A contributing factor to this sharp increase is likely to
be the very recent U.S. sanctions that were imposed
on two units of Chinese shipping company COSCO at
the end of September, squeezing Aframax supply
further. (Credits: Vessel Value)
World’s Largest LNG Bunkering Vessel Launched
in China

Two of the world’s �irst LNG Dual-Fuel Dynamic
Positioning Shuttle Tankers unveiled in South
Korea

October 17, Leading petroleum tanker owner and
operator, AET, named its newest vessels, two of the
world’s �irst LNG Dual-Fuel Dynamic Positioning
Shuttle Tankers (DPSTs). The vessels, the cleanest
DPSTs ever built, will emit 40-48% less carbon than
equivalent vessels built in 2008, meeting the International Maritime Organization’s (IMO) target of reducing carbon (CO2) emissions by 40% against 2008
baselines by 2030, and halving CO2 emissions by
2050. The vessels will serve Norwegian energy company Equinor on long-term charter for operations
both in oil�ields on the Norwegian Continental Shelf of
the North Sea, Norwegian Sea and the southern
Barents Sea, as well as on the UK Continental Shelf.
(Credits: AET)
World Maritime Experts To Gather In Lingang

October 18, Total has announced the launching of its
�irst large LNG bunkering vessel that will be used to
fuel gas-powered ships in the Northern Europe. The
135-meter-long vessel, being built by Hudong-Zhonghua Shipbuilding near Shanghai, will have a tank
capacity of 18,600 cubic meters, making it by the far
the largest LNG bunkering vessel in the world. Upon
delivery in 2020, the vessel will operate in Northern
Europe where it will supply LNG fuel to commercial
vessels. (Credits: Maritime Executive)

October 18, A research report on navigation in the
South China Sea will be released at the 2019 World
Maritime Conference in Shanghai's Lingang area this
weekend. More than 400 maritime experts, scholars,
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institutional representatives and entrepreneurs from
nearly 30 countries and regions will be present at the
three-day World Maritime Conference themed “New
Era, New Technology, New Maritime,” it will be the
�irst international academic conference held in the
Lingang Special Area of the China (Shanghai). The
conference will include 13 forums and more than 100
keynote speeches. These will cover hot topics and
major developments in world maritime economics,
shipping and management, intelligent shipping, maritime law and other �ields.
China is on its way to becoming a global maritime
giant, with the world’s largest annual shipbuilding
capacity and the world’s largest throughput. China
owns seven of the world’s top 10 ports and has served
as a member of the International Maritime Organization on 15 consecutive occasions. (Credits: Ship Technology)
Tanker Deliveries Are Soaring As Demolitions Hit
Decade-Lows

October 17, Delivered tonnage of crude oil tankers
have grown by +37%, whereas total �leet demolitions
for 2019 have slumped to the lowest in a decade with
a reduction of 52% from the year before. Newbuilding
orders have remained low through the year with
contracted tonnage down by 48%. Shipping is fundamentally about the balance between the supply of
ships and the demand of markets and delivery and
demolition numbers indicate fundamental oversupply in the coming years. (Credits: People’s Daily)
Nigeria Accelerating Development of First Deep
Sea Port through Chinese Investment
October 23, Nigeria is set to receive its �irst deep sea

port in the city of Lekki, Lagos State, after the country
signed agreements with China Development Bank.

Lagos State Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu witnessed
the signing of four agreements, including a USD 629
million �inancing facility that would accelerate the
completion of the Lekki deep sea port project which
started in 2011. The government said the works on
the project would be completed in 30 months.
(Source: World Maritime News)
ABB to bring autonomous technology to the Port
of Singapore

October 23, ABB, in collaboration with Keppel O&M’s
technology arm, Keppel Marine and Deepwater Technology (KMDTech), will jointly develop the technology for autonomous vessels and retro�it a 32-meter
harbor tugboat with leading-edge digital solutions,
enabling autonomous vessel operations in the Port of
Singapore at the end of 2020. Upon project completion, the vessel is anticipated to be South Asia’s �irst
autonomous tug. (Credits: Digital Ship)
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Russia Willing to Pay to Lure Shippers to the
Arctic

October 24, Russia wants to make its Arctic waters
more attractive to shippers than the Suez Canal and is
willing to compensate for potential risks to make that
happen. President Vladimir Putin has made development of the Arctic one of Russia’s top long-term priorities and huge projects to export lique�ied natural gas
via the Northern Sea Route have already lured investors above the Polar Circle. To deliver a cargo via the
Northern Sea Route today, a shipping company needs
an ice-class vessel or an icebreaker and to pay insurance costs more than twice those for the Suez Canal,
according to Russia’s Deputy Minister of the Far East
and Arctic Development Alexander Krutikov. His
ministry, together with Russian think-tank Skolkovo,
is working on a project to create a state-run container
ship operator. The company would cover the cost of
any risks associated with transporting international
cargoes via the Arctic’s icy waters, including possible
delivery disruptions and higher insurance payments.
(Credits: Turkish Maritime)
Iraq’s Umm Qasr Port Ready for Bigger Boxships

October 24, Iraq’s port of Umm Qasr can now welcome
containerships of up to 14,000 TEUs following the
inauguration of two new berths.

The inauguration ceremony marked both the opening
of the Berths 25 and 26 and the completion of International Container Terminal Services’ (ICTSI) overall
USD 250 million investment program at its Basra
Gateway Terminal (BGT). Located in Umm Qasr’s
North Port, BGT operates a high capacity container
terminal together with specialized facilities for the
handling of general cargo, ro-ro, dry bulk and project
cargo for the oil and gas sector. (Credits: World Maritime News)
China Dominates in Oil Tanker Market as Re�iners
Prepare for IMO

October 24, China’s demand for crude oil shows no
signs of abating. There are currently more supertankers bound for the Asian nation than at any time since
the start of 2017.

Most of the 109 supertankers observed heading for
China in a recent Bloomberg tanker-tracking survey
should arrive within the next three months. That coincides with a global switch to less polluting fuels in
shipping that’s referred to in the industry as IMO
2020. Those guidelines, set out by the International
Maritime Organization, are set to boost demand for
re�ined products such as diesel, potentially keeping
re�ining runs high. (Credits: Bloomberg)

14

INTERNATIONAL NEWS - Port And Shipping
Experts Warn of China’s In�luence at US Ports

October 29, Deputy Ports and Maritime Organization
(PMO) for Ports and Economic Affairs of Iran, Mohammad Ali Hassanzadeh said that PMO will provide
special facilities to traders and shipping lines in
Chabahar port. The role and performance of Chabahar port in the �ield of transiting and transporting
goods from the southeastern part of the country and
Central Asia is of paramount importance, Hassanzadeh stated. (Credits: Mehr News)

COSCO Tanker Sanctions Seen Denting Demand
for High Sulphur Fuel Oil

October 24, Trade �lowing into and out of U.S. ports is
increasingly vulnerable to market turmoil as China
strengthens its investment foothold around the
world.Testifying at a recent congressional hearing in
Washington on China’s Maritime Silk Road initiative,
Carolyn Bartholomew, chair of the U.S.-China
Economic and Security Review Commission, said
China can use its �inancial control at foreign ports to
create markets through which it can strengthen its
trade relationships. Bartholomew cited data revealing
that at least two-thirds of the world’s top 50 container
ports are owned by the Chinese or supported by
Chinese investments, up from roughly 20% a decade
ago. Those investments include terminals at major
U.S. container ports in Los Angeles and Seattle. (Credits: Freight Waves)
PMO to Provide Special Facilities to Traders, Shipping Lines in Chabahar Port

October 30, U.S. sanctions on a top Chinese shipping
�leet is set to produce a totally unintended result, less
burning of the dirtiest marine fuels at sea at the start
of next year. The move to blacklist ships from COSCO
on Sept. 24 for allegedly ferrying sanctioned Iranian
oil will undercut demand for ships’ traditional means
of power because a vessel crunch meant fewer docked
and attached kit to �ilter the dirtier fuels. From January 2020, the United Nations International Maritime
Organization (IMO) will ban ships from using fuel
with a sulphur content above 0.5%, compared with
3.5% now. (Credits: GCaptain)
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Galle Dialogue 2019 on ‘Re�ining Mindset to
Address Transnational Maritime Threats’
concludes

October 20, The 10th Galle Dialogue International
Maritime Conference 2019, was organized by the Sri
Lanka Navy in Colombo. This year’s conference held
under the theme ‘Re�ining Mindset to Address Transnational Maritime Threats; A Review of the Decade’
was attended by representatives of 55 countries,
heads of 12 international agencies and 03 defence
industries. Sri Lanka Navy’s �lagship event, “Galle
Dialogue” aims at fostering the regional maritime
cooperation and formulating a global strategy to face
common challenges in the maritime domain. Remaining true to its mandate, this year’s conference made
way for the participants to deliberate on a broader
spectrum of collaborative efforts, to meet the
fast-growing challenges in the maritime sphere.
(Credits: Adaderana Sri Lanka)

Royal Navy makes large drug seizure in Arabian
Sea

October 22, The Royal Navy’s Type 23 frigate HMS
Montrose has, with the assistance of the French
frigate FS Jean Bart, seized a large haul of drugs in the
Arabian Sea. The two warships worked together to
intercept a dhow carrying 94 kg of heroin and 76 kg of
crystal methamphetamine – this haul of narcotics is
estimated to have a street value of over a million US
dollars. Narcotics smuggling in the region is linked to
major criminal networks and terrorism. The two
warships were operating as part of the multinational
task force, Combined Task Force (CTF) 150, a 33
nation coalition Combined Maritime Forces (CMF)
that has responsibility for counter terrorism and
counter narcotics across a large area of the Arabian
Sea and Indian Ocean. (Credits: Royal Navy)
Nigerian Navy Arrests Seven for Providing Maritime Security Services

Damaged Iranian Tanker to Undergo Repairs in
Bandar Abbas

October 21, Sabiti, an Iranian tanker was damaged in a
missile attack off Saudi Arabia earlier this month, will
be repaired in Bandar Abbas. Hamid Rezaeian Asl, CEO
of Iran Shipbuilding & Offshore Industries Complex
(ISOICO), said that the ship will be repaired by domestic engineers and manpower of the company. The
159,681 dwt Sabiti entered the Iranian territorial
waters on Monday, ten days after it was targeted by two
missiles of the port of Jeddah, the National Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC), the owner of the vessel, con�irmed in
a separate statement. (Credits: World Maritime News)

October 22, As part of its mission to secure the coastal
waters of the world's piracy capital, the Nigerian Navy
intercepted a small craft and arrested its occupants
for a criminal offense: providing security services to a
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merchant ship. Upon arrival, the Nigerian Navy boat
crew determined that the seven civilian-clothed crewmembers on board Workhorse could not "provide the
appropriate permit" to operate as a security vessel,
and the team arrested them. Nigeria forbids the presence of embarked private maritime security contractors in its waters. This effectively prohibits Gulf of
Guinea vessel operators from using on-board armed
guards, which have proven successful in deterring
pirates in the high-risk area off Somalia. The Nigerian
Navy's security services have come under considerable international scrutiny for their dif�iculty in securing the Gulf of Guinea. (Credits: Maritime Executive)
Piracy Alert Issued for Eastbound Lane of Singapore Strait

safety at a Ministerial Conference held in Torremolinos, Spain, this week. The Cape Town Agreement
includes mandatory safety measures for �ishing
vessels of 24 meters (79 foot) in length and over. It
covers key parameters such as stability and associated seaworthiness, machinery and electrical installations, life-saving appliances, communications equipment, �ire protection and �ishing vessel construction.
Although adopted in 2012, it will only enter into force
after at least 22 States, with an aggregate 3,600
�ishing vessels of 24 meters in length and over operating on the high seas, have expressed their consent to
be bound by it. (Credits: Maritime Executive)
Cyber Attack on APAC Ports Could Cost $110bn

October 24, ReCAAP ISC has issued an alert after three
incidents involving ships underway in the eastbound
lane of the Singapore Strait.

The three incidents occurred in the western sector of
Singapore Strait over the last four weeks. ReCAAP ISC
advises all ships to exercise enhanced vigilance and
recommends that enforcement agencies step up
surveillance. There were 54 incidents of piracy and
armed robbery against ships (comprising 49 actual
incidents and �ive attempted incidents) reported in
Asia during January-September 2019. (Credits: Maritime Executive)

October 30, A single cyber-attack affecting multiple
Asia-Paci�ic ports could potentially cost up to about
$110bn and cause “severe disruptions” across the
maritime supply chain, according to a report.
Research carried out by two universities found that if
a computer virus hit 15 ports across Asia, including
Japan, China, South Korea, and Singapore, the global
economic fallout would be between $40.8bn and
$109.8bn. (Credits: Lloyds)

Fishing Vessel Safety Declaration Signed by 48
States

October 24, Forty-eight states have signed a public
declaration to indicate their determination to ratify
the 2012 Cape Town Agreement on �ishing vessel
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8 Million Tons of Plastic Move from Land to Sea
October 18, Researchers estimate that roughly eight
million tons of plastic move from the land to the sea
every year, yet only one per cent of this plastic has
actually been accounted for. All plastic in the ocean is
a problem — think of the photos of dead albatrosses
with bellies full of plastic, or sea turtles snagged by
plastic bags. So in some ways, it might seem like a
good thing that plastic breaks down over time. But as
the forces of sunlight, wind and waves degrade plastic
and break it into ever smaller pieces, it becomes a
problem of a whole different magnitude. When plastic
reaches a size of less than 5 millimetres, it’s called
microplastic — and the range of marine creatures
that can ingest the stuff expands astronomically.
(Credits: Gemini News)
Fate of Microplastics in the Arctic

October 18, Sea ice
and surface water
move around the
Arctic Ocean for
more than 2 years
due to two big
currents – the Beaufort Gyre and the
Trans Polar Drift.
This means that sea ice and surface water, and also
anything �loating in it or stuck in the sea ice are stuck
in the Arctic Ocean before exiting to the North Atlantic. There are enormous gaps in what researchers
know about marine microplastics at the global scale,
especially in polar regions.
(Credits: Maritime Executive)
EIB: Clean Oceans Initiative off to a Flying Start

October 21, The Clean Oceans Initiative which aims to
reduce the amount of plastic waste in oceans has
reached its �ive-year target within one year of launching, the European Investment Bank said. After its �irst
year of operation, the Clean Oceans Initiative has
provided more than EUR 700 million (USD 781.4
million) long-term �inancing for projects to reduce
and recycle marine litter and waste.

The goal of the initiative is to �inance EUR 2 billion in
public and private sector projects over �ive years. The
Clean Oceans Initiative identi�ies projects that �ight
plastic waste in rivers, seas and on land, with a
particular focus on riverine and coastal areas in developing countries in Asia, Africa and the Middle East.
(Credits: World Maritime News)

IMO Symposium: Ammonia and Hydrogen Are
Fuels of the Future
October 21, Ammonia and hydrogen are promising
potential fuels of the future in a decarbonized shipping industry, it was concluded at last week’s International Maritime Organization (IMO) symposium on
sulphur 2020 and alternative fuels. In order to meet
the targets set out in the initial IMO strategy on reduction of GHG emissions from ships, the shipping industry needs to transition to alternative, zero-carbon
fuels.

IMO’s Edmund Hughes said the initial GHG strategy,
adopted in 2018, had sent a clear signal to the shipping sector that shipping will need to adapt. (Credits:
IMO)
Japan Rushes to Establish LNG Bunkering Hub As
Environmental Rules Push Global Fleet to Natural
Gas

October 22, A U.N led call for action to tighten sulfur
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oxide emissions may
also be a trigger accelerating a shift to natural gas as fuel for the
global shipping �leet,
and Japan is wasting
no time trying to
establish a refueling
hub in Asia. Some 80,000 vessels worldwide are
weighing how to comply with the International Maritime Organization’s new requirements to cut sulfur
emissions that take effect Jan. 1. Though the vast
majority will likely shift to low-sulphur fuel oil, a
growing number of vessels are turning to sulfur-free
lique�ied natural gas (LNG) amid heightened calls for
curbing emissions. To spur new demand for LNG
bunkering, Japan is subsidizing projects in a rush to
build vessels that make ship-to-ship LNG supply
possible. Though some places including Yokohama
allow supply of LNG to ships via trucks and pipelines
on shore, LNG-powered ships usually refuel when
they stop at ports for unloading or loading goods,
making it necessary to build LNG supply vessels.
(Credits: Japan Times)

about sourcing fuel to comply with one of the biggest
ever shake-ups of the industry next year, the head of
the International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) said.

The International Maritime Organization (IMO)
has banned the use of fuel
with a sulfur content
exceeding 0.5% from the
beginning of January
2020, down from a maximum of 3.5% now, unless it is to power a ship
equipped with a “scrubber” to clean the pollutant
from exhaust emissions. The ICS represents shipping
companies that transport 80% of the world’s merchant tonnage. Tramp trading vessels don’t have �ixed
schedules and go from port to port dropping off and
picking up cargoes - anything from dry bulk ores and
grains to energy products, livestock and general merchandise - on an availability basis. (Credits: Reuters)
Carrier Emissions Down 10% in Five Years

Mauritius and Maldives Take Boundary Dispute to
UN Court

October 23, Mauritius and the
Maldives have agreed to have a
dispute over their maritime
boundary in the Indian Ocean
resolved by a special chamber
of a UN court in Hamburg
rather than by arbitration.
Earlier, the two countries
transmitted a special agreement and noti�ication to
the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea to
submit their dispute concerning the delimitation of
the maritime boundary in the Indian Ocean to a
special chamber of the Tribunal. (Credits: Global Arbitration Review)
Tramp Shippers To Be most Challenged By IMO
2020 Rule Change: ICS

October 23, Shipping companies running itinerant
merchant vessels known as tramps are concerned

October 30, Carbon dioxide emissions from the
world’s largest container lines continued to fall
during 2018, as new larger vessels boost the sector’s
energy ef�iciency. Emissions from 17 of the world’s
leading ocean container carriers, representing about
80% of global containerised shipping, have declined
by 9.6% since 2015, despite an increasing number of
vessels in service, according to a report by Clean
Cargo, a freight forwarding forum. The aggregate
average trade lane CO2 emissions factors are compiled from data reported by more than 3,200 ships.
Since Clean Cargo began publicly reporting data from
the industry in 2009, emissions per container per km
have dropped 41.2% on average for dry cargo, the
report said. (Credits: Lloyds Shipping Intelligence)
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assists in smooth transition of responsibility from one
agency to the other across respective domains, while
dealing with any challenge/ threat.
MISSION

JOINT MARITIME INFORMATION AND COORDINATION CENTER:
A Hub of Maritime Information
Joint Maritime Information Coordination Center
(JMICC) is a national platform to deal with all maritime related activities occurring in Pak Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ), primarily for information sharing and inter department/ agency coordination.
JMICC is an integral part of Pakistan Navy and is located at Manora, Karachi. This Center was inaugurated
in February 2013 and is directly responsible to Commander Coast, Karachi. JMICC is manned 24/7 by a
competent Ops Team including reps of relevant stakeholders. These reps serve as a bridge to their respective parent agency, facilitating seamless sharing of
information with JMICC.

“To maintain MDA through
quick sharing of information
amongst all concerned stakeholders & coordinate proactive response in order to
counter illicit activities in the
AOR.”
Besides day to day guidance
from HQ & Feedbacks from
Stakeholders, JMICC is working on the lines as per following objectives:
Achieve enhanced MDA of AOR

Timely sharing of information amongst all
stakeholders involved in matters related to
maritime security
Coordinate response amongst concerned
stakeholders to counter illicit activities
Develop Archive/Data for analysis

The domains JMICC deals with are as vast and varied
as the maritime domain itself. These include:

The infrastructure available at this Center provides a
network-aided environment for budding Maritime
Common Operating Picture (MCOP) to enhance Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) for early identi�ication of potential threat and to facilitate in coordinated
response to counter illicit activities at sea. JMICC also

Maritime terrorism & coastal security
Piracy
Narco, weapon commodity & human smug
gling
Protection of EEZ
Marine pollution
Search & Rescue
Protection of submarine cable

Leading maritime nations have developed a more
coherent and uni�ied system of maritime security
ensuring civil military interface through seamless
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coordination and information sharing. JMICC has
been established with the vision of strengthening
maritime security in the region and beyond by building a common coherent maritime picture and acting
as a maritime hub in the region. Stepping up into this
domain demands a recognized international visibility
and outreach with regard to attracting and blending
international clients associated with maritime activity. Occurrence of diverse maritime incidents and criticality of JMICC AOI which transcends beyond EEZ will
keep the region in discrete focus of global maritime
stake holders in foreseeable future. Therefore,
knitting up of other regional coordination centers and
prominent maritime stakeholders with JMICC
through effective advertising strategy is crucial and
identifying such potential organizations for their
integration remains a continuous job of JMICC.
Since its establishment in
2013, JMICC has come a long
way in maintaining requisite
level of info-sharing as well as
interactions with various
national as well as regional
stakeholders relevant to the
maritime domain of Pakistan. Over a short span of 6
years, 48 national agencies have become the stakeholders connected with JMICC which signi�icantly
assists in achieving Maritime Domain Awareness. It
needs no further emphasis that Maritime security
being an integral part of comprehensive national
security requires focused attention due ever-changing dynamics of threat as well as associated challenges. Accordingly, JMICC is not only making earnest
efforts but so far had made signi�icant strides to facilitate all National LEAs in maintenance of good order at
sea, especially within our own AOR. It is noteworthy
to highlight that the centre identi�ied 64 x international MRCCs and has established two-way communication with 47 x regional and trans-regional maritime
coordination centers. A new JMICC operations room
with state of the art equipment and Joint Maritime
Information Sharing Software (JMIS) are scheduled to
be commissioned by January 2020.

It may be noted that in collaboration with JMICC, Pakistan Maritime Security Agency has launched Assistance, Anytime, Anywhere at sea (AAAS) android

based mobile App to facilitate maritime communities
operating in Pakistan’s territorial waters in case of
any emergency / SOS situation. The user can generate
an SOS request or report a maritime incident with a
single click on his mobile. A toll-free helpline number
1096 will be activated in near future to compound
upon AAAS application to facilitate safety and security of seafarers.

So far JMICC has coordinated for responses against a
total of 478 COIs in various domains as �lashed. It is
noteworthy that in many of these instances the initial
information was shared by the local �ishermen – who
we see as our eyes and ears at sea.
It may be noted that JMICC coordinated with relevant authorities in 244 SAR Operations,
saving nearly 1815 precious
human lives and recovering
198 dead bodies.

The increase in maritime threats and challenges that
are trans-boundary in nature poses a new challenge
to maritime security agencies, where no single entity
has the necessary resources to deal unilaterally with
the maritime threats/challenges by itself. The key to
dealing with the full range of security matrix in the
maritime domain lies in
strong inter-agency cooperation and greater collaboration.
Such
efforts
include accurate and
timely information sharing among all stakeholders on a multilateral basis
for implementing preventive measures or to cue necessary operational
responses when required. JMICC with the support
from all stakeholders will continue to play a key role
in fostering collaboration to overcome the full spectrum of maritime threats and challenges.
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Motto of JMICC is ‘Together we can’

Director JMICC calls on Force Commander Sindh,
Anti-Narcotics Force
Director JMICC visited
Anti-Narcotics
Force
Sindh and called on Brigadier Mansoor.Ahmed.
Force Commander ANF
Sindh.

JMICC Establishing Linkages with T-RMN Italy
Pakistan Navy has joined
32-member Trans Regional Maritime Network (T-RMN), based in
Italy. Chief of the Naval Staff
Admiral Zafar Mahmood Abbasi
NI(M) formally signed the ‘Note
of Accession’ for joining the
organization at Naval Headquarters, Islamabad. Ambassador of the Italian Republic
Stefano Pontecorvo was also present at the occasion.
T-RMN will be linked with Joint Maritime Information
Coordination Centre (JMICC) Pakistan through
web-based information sharing portal and contribute
towards better understanding of maritime operating
picture of the region. Trans Regional Maritime
Network (T-RMN) was established in 2008 to facilitate exchange of maritime information at Trans
Regional level amongst the participating nations.
JMICC to Conduct Exercise TAFHEEM 2/19

JMICC is gearing up to conduct Exercise TAFHEEM on
10th Dec 19. It will be the second time this year that
the centre is conducting this exercise which brings
together representatives of maritime and law
enforcement organisations from all over Pakistan.
The exercise encompasses sharing of information
with respect to various scenarios and discussions are
generated to improve existing information sharing
procedures. Lectures on emerging issues from
relevant organisations are also part of the exercise.
Over 40 different organisations are expected to attend
the subject exercise.

Regional

Headquarters

During the meeting, need
for effective information
sharing between the both
organisations to curb
rising drug abuse trends
in society was emphasized. Force Commander ANF Sindh appreciated
JMICC for its role in bringing together various maritime stakeholders and law enforcement agencies for
betterment of the country.
The Force Commander apprised Director JMICC about
the legal actions on part of ANF and free treatment
and rehabilitation facilities which are provided to the
drug addicts at ANF Model Addiction Treatment and
Rehabilitation Centers.
Director General Joint Staff Visits JMICC

Director General Joint Staff Lt General M. Chiragh
Haider HI (M) visited
JMICC alongwith several
�lag of�icers on 31st Oct
19.
Director
JMICC
welcomed DG JS and
delivered presentation on
roles, tasks and achievements of the centre. The
General was also briefed
about the underdevelopment Joint Maritime
Information
System
(JMIS) to be inaugurated
early next year.
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INTERVIEW
Captain Anwar Shah, Former DG Ports and Shipping
1.

Please tell us about your childhood and early life. How you came in the indus
try and profession?

I was a friendly child, who made lots of friends but never offended anyone. My father was a chief engineer in the
railways. We lived at multiple places including: Lahore, Rawalpindi and Dhaka. I studied at St. Gregory High
School, which has produced people like Amartiya Sen (a renowned economist), I did my graduation from
University of Karachi with �irst class. I also did engineering from NED College, got trained as a cadet and went
to sea. Coming to sea was an interesting ‘mishap’ (laugh).

2.

We understand that you have had an illustrious career as a merchant navy cap
tain. Please share how over the years, the industry has changed and
evolved?

I believe that going to sea has been an excellent thing for me. I had an amazing career being a seafarer but I was
not very comfortable with the culture at sea, but I am proud to be a seafarer. Wherever I went I was the ambassador of my country. Wherever I sailed I made friends staying 15 to 20 days at each port. Shipping business is
very important it makes commodities available for the market to sell goods.

3.

You have also served as D.G Ports and Shipping, a signi�icant position. Please tell
us about the challenges and commitments of the time?

There were no shipping conventions previously, sailing was done on knowledge base. There were not many
rules and regulations, with no mandatory obligations. With IMO and conventions, life has become challenging
for people but at the same time the enumerations have also increased up to 1000% from what they were before.
Now if you want to sail you need to have Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL), International Ships and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS) and other conventions.

I was the �irst from the faculty of maritime to be the Director
General (DG) for Ports and Shipping. Ports and Shipping
deals with the component of commercial maritime. The
challenges were very enormous for me, I had to prove my
worth that as a commercial mariner, I can deliver. The challenges that I faced were enormous. Due to lack of knowledge
and competence, the comprehension of the industry was
very low. When I joined, the very �irst issue was of Tasmanian oil spillage which happened just 15 days before my
joining so I had to conduct its inquiry. We faced huge loss,
Pakistan did not get single cent reparation/compensation
for this spill, as we had not signed CLC (Civil Liability
Convention), a maritime convention that ensures that in case of damages, the affected country gets compensated. I got CLC signed by Pakistan and acquired cessation of document to Pakistan. My biggest challenge and goal
was to get Pakistan to ratify to be a signatory to conventions of IMO. Pakistan signed 27 conventions in my
tenure as DG. I tried to bring things in the local law to bring it in alliance with the statutes of the international
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conventions. Another challenge that I faced as DG was the issue of seafarer employment, as mostly seafarers
studying from the academy do not get employment and eventually turn into criminals. So I got the Law passed
that any ship that bears Pakistani �lag and crew �ill get 25% rebate from the port. Today also PNSC ships get
25% rebate compared to other shipping vessels, which was one incentive created for ships carrying Pakistani
�lag and Pakistani ships to employ Pakistani nationals.

Another signi�icant achievement had been to sign a shipping protocol
between India and Pakistan; there was a resistance from multiple
stakeholders when it was being signed as there were reservations to
India taking up the major cargo. The main bene�iciary of this protocol
has been Pakistan as PNSC picked up a lot of Cargo from Indian ports.
Prior to this protocol ships of both the countries were not allowed to
call on each other ports but after signing they were even able to pick
cargos for third countries. I signed International Labour Organization’s
(ILO) Seamen Identi�ication Document, in line with NADRA. I got
seamen their identi�ication card made in 2006, but the main convention MLC 2006 is not yet signed due to which most of the individuals
are unable to procure job due to Pakistan not being the signatory to
MLC 2006. I made efforts to ensure that Pakistan becomes a signatory to Fund92, compiled the documentation
but unfortunately was unable to complete the process. I also tried to eradicate the rampant corruption prevailing in the shipping industry, was not able to curb it completely but minimized/controlled it to some extent. I
managed to complete about 25% of my pre-conceived goals.

4.

Did you face any dif�iculty in bridging the gap between the policymakers and the
industry in realizing the signi�icance of the maritime sector?

It has been a really dif�icult and virtually impossible task. It was like selling sea to the people in the hills. In other
regional countries, people sitting at the positions are duly quali�ied in the appointed faculty. In Pakistan, there
is no concept of the right person for the right job.

5.

When DG ports and shipping you must have come across �ishermen communi
ties’ issues and the issues they face regarding MMD registration process?

Fishing was a separate subject before and was not under the jurisdiction of the DG. Recently for the past two to
three years it has been added to the additional responsibility of DG, so I cannot make any comment on �ishing.

6.

Pakistan is blessed to have a deep-water port in the south-western coast of
Balochistan which provides the country with an added commercial and strategic
advantage. A lot is being said in the media and literature regarding the Chinese
in�luence. You have previously served as Chairman Gwadar Port Implementa
tion Authority (GPIA), how do you see the on-going developments and operation
of the port?

Gwadar is a strategic port of Pakistan but there are certain pre-requisites to establishing a port, as we need to
develop hinterland connectivity as the roads and railway are made �irst and the port is made in the last. If these
things are not developed �irst it means that we are developing an island something for entertainment, even
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Makran coastal highway was made later on. As hinterland connectivity would help serve the upcountry. As to
lessen the burden from the ports of Karachi as worldwide the cheapest mode of transportation is sea because
of the economy of scales, Gwadar needs to be connected by railroad to the rest of the country.
Ports have very long gestation period almost 25 to 30
years to become fully functional and productive,
when Karachi ports were developed they had other
fully operational at Madras, Calcutta and Bombay.
Karachi port was made to export cotton, the concept
of CPEC is good as the distance from Kashgar has
more distance than Gwadar and One-Belt One Road
(OBOR) is in the interest of China.

Pakistan should bargain with China that technology
and investment should be of theirs and manpower
should be of Pakistan that should be the practice.
Gwadar is 30,000 displacement berth and 12 meter
draft, now it is 50,000 displacement and 14 meters
daft, today's deep-water port is Karachi Container Port, the new one as the new generation vessel cannot be
docked on less than 16 meters, Port at South Congo are 18 meters deep, All mother ships come there even India
doesn’t have a deep port.
Srilanka’s on trade is 30% and rest 70% of the revenue comes from transitional trade reaping bene�its of Indian
Cargo. The other challenge Gwadar faces is the absence of local infrastructure, it needs people who know the
subject very well, the knowledge base for port management and development. The Gwadar port can be
extremely important due to the constant dispute in the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Hormuz, Gwadar is also against
the interest of Dubai Jebel Ali port, against the interest of Bandar Abbas, as for all the countries commercial
interest is supreme.

7.

What insights would you provide on the Pakistan National Shipping Corporation
(PNSC) to our readership

I am providing you with an unbiased and honest opinion that there is only one shipping company that is most
professional management and can be compared to regional or international countries. Every layer of the company has been recruited on pure merits and no recommendations, that’s why PNSC has been making pro�its.
Unlike PIA and Pakistan Steel Mill, PNSC makes a pro�it of $2 to $3 billion and employment to Pakistanis. PNSC
holds strategic importance, if there is any problem in the Gulf of Hormuz Pakistani ships can cater the need of
the country and bring oil and other necessities to the countries as happened in the 1960s and ’70s. PNSC transports crude oil, vegetable oil etc. if there is no �lag bearer ship Pakistan would be at the mercy of foreign
dictates. PNSC speci�ically acquires only Japan and Korea made ships that are of high quality. All regional countries are managing their state corporation a�loat, as Shipping Corporation of India is making a loss, Ceylon Shipping Corporation is closed and Bangladesh was close and has just been revived after China gave them new
ships.
PNSC chairman is a man with sound integrity, PNSC has just added AFRAMAX, and the container shipping is
with the foreign shipping lines 100% as it’s a different specialized faculty. PNSC should also train their people
for LNG shipping trade as LNG is the fuel of the future, as it has the least environmental concerns
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8.

The promotion of shipping sector remains essential to uplifting the economy.
What are your views on the public-private partnership?

PNSC is willing to join hands with any private
entrepreneurs because it is not one company, every
ship has 19 companies, PNSC is the only management company of these 19 companies, I am on
managing board of PNSC and I believe that things
of strategic importance should remain with the
Government due to multiple reasons. It is not
something that should remain with the private
sector.

All over the world national shipping line is subsidized, India is doing loss but not letting it die,
private sector should come into shipping but it’s
not much inclined due to international conventions
which is a very technical subject, SOLAS, MARPOL,
every port would detain the ship if any protocol is not followed so that is the private sector is not the front
runner in this business. I as DG tried a lot to entice the private sector to be part of the shipping business, but
whoever came forward failed, due to poor management.

I pay rich tributes to Pakistan Navy, for getting us an increased margin from 200 miles to 350 miles, Due to
UNCLOS 82 and efforts of the navy our exploration area increased and hence it stands that there is a lot of
potential in the blue economy, although due to lack of awareness many people fail to understand the role of it
in the mainstream economy.

The UK grew so big due to the role of its navy strength, the �irst ship came to Surat in the sub-continent in 1681
of East India Company and led to further expansion of British Empire and strong navy gives birth to commercial
maritime, as we have learned from the backdrop of history. Be it English, Portuguese or Dutch they all developed through their strong naval power translated into major economic powers. There is no difference between
Navy and Merchant navy, both birds �loat on the water, and growth and subsistence of both is equally important.

9.

Please tell us about the Maritime vision 2025 for Pakistan

The maritime vision 2025 is not a solo job, it needs the backing of so many think tanks to predict and analyze
what is going to be the future. We need to go beyond the horizon; we need people of intellect and knowledge.
Understanding that strong navy and strong merchant navy can both thrive and co-exist together, develop ports,
convert the deep water port into regional trade and transshipment hub and educate the human resource
regarding the maritime affairs.
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10. International Maritime Organization (IMO), since 1948 has been providing
guidelines for the safety, security and regulations of marine shipping. How can
Pakistan collaborate with IMO to address the challenges? Also please enlighten
the audience of the various steps undertaken by other regional states to bring
their shipping sector in line with IMO guidelines?
It is very upsetting to say that Pakistan has no connections with
IMO right now, the awareness regarding IMO is zero, regionally
majority of the countries are way ahead than Pakistan many of
their institutions are complying with IMO and it is helping them,
India has Chennai Maritime University, University of Bombay,
MIT, shipping corporation India is paying and using expertise of
IMO. Oman has IMO School in Muscat, in Dalyan China IMO world
Maritime University is established, Bangladesh and Srilanka have
proper institution. I don’t rejoice the misery but I feel sorry.

11. How do you see the role of research undertaken by the institutions in advancing the maritime thought process in Pakistan?

We need to address the basic issues. The US works on the suggestions of its think tanks. We need to legislate rules and law that any
policy implemented for maritime affairs should go through think
tanks, Pakistan needs proper education and implementation, if anything is being formulated NIMA should be
kept in loop as the industry and subject expert. NIMA should get people from industry the experts on their
panel to function as a full-�ledge subject expert for all aspects of maritime affairs and act as a watchdog for the
ministry of maritime affairs.

Director NCMPR, Cdre (R) Ali Abbas presenting
crest to Captain John Lloyd, Director Nautical
Institute, UK
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AFTER 150 YEARS: SUEZ CANAL STILL MATTERS
By Zaeem Hassan Mehmood
“No one is more a canalist than I, but I want the Canal to belong to Egypt, not Egypt to the Canal”Isma’il Pasha, Khedive of Egypt

The Suez Canal, since its establishment in 1869, has remained to be an important artery for world trade crisscrossing from the East and West. It has great impact on the global economy considering that it provides waterway for transporting petroleum commodities from the producers to the consumer states. Added to that, from a
defence and strategy perspective, the canal has been used as “a gateway for military convoys” from the Mediterranean to the Red Sea. According to some pundits, it is the strategic opening to the Middle East provided by the
canal that has allowed for great powers to instigate rivalry and con�lict in the region.
Suez Canal and Egypt

With Egypt’s growing readiness to implement policy, the country has witnessed the implementation of some
great national projects, the most important of which is the new Suez Canal project: the development of the
existing Suez Canal and the area alongside the canal. There was also a national security objective for Egypt,
whereby it aimed to transform itself into a world centre of logistics and industry to act as a catalyst for economic development for the country. The location’s advantages have allowed it, to attain to a certain degree of world
centrality in terms of industrial economic zones, distribution of transit trade, and logistics services for ships
transiting the Suez Canal (Mostafa Kamel Al-Hegazy, 2013). The challenges Egypt faced in the political realm
arising from domestic, regional and global downturns have hindered it from obtaining the desired bene�its.
Suez Canal, considered as one of the most important navigation lanes in the world, plays its part in facilitating
one tenth of the globe’s trade. However, annual revenues, did not exceed above $5 billion in the previous years.
In spite of expansion and deepening attempts, most giant ships cannot go through the canal and are forced to
turn around the Cape of Good Hope. The present Suez Canal is not optimally exploited despite its economic
importance as there are no adjunct port services, logistics and industrial centres, ship maintenance and repair

28

OPINION ARTICLES

workshops, storage facilities and transit trade, unlike in other states of the region, such as the Port of Jabel Ali
project in Dubai, the United Arab Emirates. Therefore, it cannot not cope with such challenges except through
its contribution to providing attractive privileges for global trade transit.
Egypt’s New Suez Canal

The revenues of the Egypt’s Suez Canal reached 5.9 billion U.S dollars in the �iscal year of 2018-2019, an all-time
record in the waterway’s history, Chairman of the Suez Canal Authority Mohab Mamish said, “The canal made
an increase of 300 million dollars or 5.4 percent increase compared to the previous �iscal year.”The new channel
in the Mediterranean and Red Sea is 9.5 kilometers long and 18 meters deep has been aimed to reduce navigation time for ships to 11 hours from about 18-22 hours, and cut vessels’ waiting time to three hours from a
previous delay of eight to 11 hours. The new channel was opened in 2015 amid doubts about the feasibility of
the project in light of the uneasy global economy and instability in the Middle East. It is reported that 70,679
ships with record 4.268 billion tons have crossed the canal since its inauguration. New development projects
and up gradation of the canal have helped improve the performance and earn greater revenues in the short
period of time. The importance of the new channel is likely to pave way for building other mega-level projects
including the tunnels that connect the three canal cities, notably Suez, Ismailia and Port Said, as well as the Sinai
Peninsula. The tunnels, two of which were built under the canal, will facilitate the development of the Suez
Canal Corridor Area Project, which was launched in August 2014 and aims to increase the role of the Suez Canal,
in the regions international trading.
Conclusion

Cairo is betting on the project for the development of the “Suez Canal axis”, which is anticipated to open investment for the Egyptian economy through the localisation of re-export industries, such as shipbuilding and vehicle manufacturing. Re-export operations would result in major activities in shipping and traf�ic through the
canal, which is expected to increase demand for logistics services, whether fuel supply, maintenance or food
supplies in addition to opening tourism opportunities for the vessels’ crews. Traditionally, the only revenue
from the Suez Canal has come from transit fees. The Suez Canal Authority announced a record $3.6 billion in
revenues for the last �iscal year but that level was considered below potential and weak, compared to Singapore’s experience in providing logistics services to ships, which generate about ten times as much revenue. A
total of 70,679 ships, transporting 4.3 billion tonnes of cargo, transited the Suez Canal in the previous year. The
canal last year also recorded the highest number of vessel crossings in one single day, 81 vessels with 6.1
million tonnes of cargo, the highest number of transiting vessels in one day to date. Royal Caribbean’s Quantum-Ultra-class cruise ship Spectrum of the Seas, the largest passenger ship in the world, crossed the Suez
Canal on its maiden voyage. The ship was 347.1 metres long, 41.4 metres wide and displaces 170,000 tonnes. It
could accommodate more than 4,200 passengers and has a crew of 1,500. It has reportedly paid about $1
million in transit fees to SCA. The Megamax 24, one of the world’s largest container ships with a capacity of
23,000 containers, also crossed the canal recently. The New Suez Canal is the result of the most recent expansion project of the waterway to accommodate larger vessels, it was inaugurated four years ago on August 6,
2015.
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POTENTIAL OF COASTAL TOURISM IN PAKISTAN
By Muhammad Akthar
Tourism makes for 2.7% of Pakistan’s GDP (as of 2016), whereas majority of the contribution in tourism is
derived from the northern areas and other sectors, with coastal tourism accounting for a very meagre percent
of this contribution. The concept of coastal tourism encompasses a full range of tourism, leisure, and recreationally oriented activities that take place in the coastal zone and the offshore coastal waters. It may be highlighted that in many countries tourism contributes signi�icantly to their GDP. For example, In Maldives tourism
contributes to 23% of the Gross Domestic Product. All tourism activities in Maldives are derived from coastal
tourism which goes to depict the potential which can be unlocked if the coastal tourism sector is developed
properly.
With the coastline spanning about a thousand kilometers, every inch of Pakistan’s coastline provides a sensational opportunity for tourism. The unique features encompassed within 1000km of coast line are no doubt an
astounding marvel. Starting from its eastern border, is the estuary of the Indus River, where after �lowing
through 3 countries the Indus River assimilates into the Indian Ocean. Karachi is Pakistan’s largest city and
currently the hub of all water sports which are carried out in Pakistan. Apart from water sports, Karachi itself
provides ample opportunities for tourism in all sectors, however the most favorable attractions are its beaches:
Seaview, Hawksbay, Sandspit and Manora. Moving onwards from Karachi are the pristine sites of Mubarak
village, Sonhera beach, Gaddani beach, all of which have bright prospects in terms of tourism, but due to lack of
attention they lie unexploited for regulated coastal tourism activities. Onwards to the Makran coast, there is no
shortage of picturesque beaches and awe inspiring geographical features. The most famous of these beaches
include Gadani, Kund Malir, Ormara, Pasni, Pishukan &Jiwani; all of which are feasible for coastal tourism activities. The coastal cities are accepted to experience large scale development as product of China Pakistan
Economic Corridor accordingly all the beaches along the Makran coast have huge prospects for development
and conduct of a wide array of water sports. Other than beaches, Pakistan has two aesthetic islands along its
coast i.e Churna & Astola.
Currently the state of coastal tourism sector depicts a tale of continuous neglect. Majority of beaches remain
un-developed and water sports activities go un-regulated. Coastal sites lack basic amenities to support even the
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minutest in�lux of tourists while many remain in-accessible especially via roads. The development of coastal
tourism faces a lot of obstacles which hinder progress in this sector and deprive Pakistan of the potential which
can be utilized. Furthermore there has been no government investment in tourism overall especially coastal
tourism. The coastal areas are extremely underdeveloped lacking basic facilities even for normal human sustenance. The most feasible way is to travel by road utilizing the Makran coastal highway, however for the entire
stretch of the highway commuters lack basic facilities like rest areas, service stations, mobile network coverage,
internet coverage, emergency services etc. In order to promote coastal tourism, facilities for commuters should
be made available making it easier to travel to and from coastal areas. After the devolution of powers to provinces via the 18th amendment, tourism has been mandated as a provincial subject. Coastal tourism sector and
tourism sector as a whole have not received attention from their respective provincial governments. There is no
policy or regulatory framework on part of the provincial governments which oversee tourism. Uncontrolled
and un-regulated development of coastal tourism may lead to un-sustainable activities such as environmental
pollution/degradation, unplanned development, security concerns etc.

Pakistan is fortunate to be blessed with all the ingredients necessary to build a successful and thriving coastal
tourism industry. There is no shortage of successful examples in whose footsteps a parallel coastal tourism
sector can be established in Pakistan. The only challenges which obstruct a development of a model coastal
tourism industry are from within. It would be prudent for the government to realize the potential Pakistan
possesses in this context and strive to build a consensus across the board with all stake holders to gain from the
hidden treasure of coastal tourism. By 2025, the Pakistan government expects that tourism will contribute $9.5
billion (Rs1 trillion) to the economy, whereas currently the tourism industry accounts for nearly 10% of the
world GDP while its share in Pakistan is merely 2.7% of GDP. With the development of coastal tourism on
sustainable lines, the contribution of tourism in Pakistan’s GDP will rise tremendously, increasing Pakistan’s
overall contribution globally.

31

OPINION ARTICLES

GADANI SHIP-RECYCLING MAY COME TO A STANDSTILL
By Kanwar Javed Iqbal
Ship Recycling is an important and labour intensive but quite challenging informal segment of Pakistan’s maritime economy which has many governance issues in federal and provincial context. Status of this economic
activity is not clear and it has faced many ups and downs during different governance regimes in the past. Now,
it is in a continuous downward trend since the beginning of �iscal year (FY) 2018-19. Steel from ships acts as
market price stabilizer by meeting approximately one third of all local steel requirements thus protecting the
consumer interests. It also helps in poverty alleviation by providing direct employment to more than 25000
workers at Gadani along-with a big indirect pool of workers in its value chain, and supports to their families of
nearly one million household population. Additionally, Gadani Shipbreakers contribute substantial tax
payments to Federal and Provincial Governments. As per record of Pakistan Shipbreakers Association (PSBA),
more than PKR 16 Billions were tax payments from the 1.67 million metric tons of ship steel reported for FY
2017-18. This is considered a signi�icant contribution towards national tax collection. Unfortunately, during the
subsequent FY 2018-19, this tax amount has shrunk down to approximately one fourth i.e. PKR 4.8 Billion and
the ship recycling tonnage has declined to one �ifth (0.37 million metric tons).

There is a need to understand, why FY 2018-19 has shown descending trends in overall production and abnormal ratio between ship recycling tonnage delivered at Gadani and the tax payment? Firstly, the buying of end of
life ships was affected due to devaluation of PKR and rising exchange rate thus Pakistanis could not compete
with more competitive bidding from Bangladeshi and Indian investors. Secondly, the new taxation rules of present government have affected the overall value chain of the industry. Thirdly, due to higher price of scrap ships
in international market, there is now more competition between prices of ships rerollable scrap and the other
imported re-rollable steel. The government has imposed heavy taxation on second hand ships while the rate of
taxation on imported re-rollable scrap is less, while both act as a raw material for re-rolling mills/ steel indus-
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try. Under Sales Tax Special Procedure Rules 2007, there was a �ixed tax rate for the shipbreakers and Sales tax
was payable at the rate of PKR 9500/MT. This rate was applicable on a recoverable percentage of total ship steel
i.e. 72.5% and 80% out of total LDT (Light Displacement Tonnage) of dry cargo vessel and tankers respectively.
However, this �lat rate is no longer continued under the Finance Bill 2019 and 17% sales tax has to be paid at
import stage for a total LDT of a second hand ship. According to FBR Sales Tax SRO 697(l)/2019 dated 29 June
2019, the values of produced goods are speci�ied on ad-valorem basis which include ship plates value PKR
72,000 per metric ton (PMT) and other imported re-rollable iron & steel scrap value of PKR 47,000 PMT. It
shows an unfair advantage of imported re-rollable steel over the ship steel which has increased dif�iculties for
the shipbreakers to generate a required local market demand of ship plates in the presence of more incentive
to imported rerollable scrap which is limiting them to contribute a rightful market share. It is pertinent to highlight that the current government’s �iscal policies have caused reduced operations at Gadani resultantly tax
payment during FY 2018-19 also dropped down to approximately 22% from the level of FY 2017-18, which is
an alarming situation for the tax collection target. It is feared that the shipbreaking activities may come to a
standstill unless the government provides a level playing �ield to the economic operators by revisiting and
rationalizing the taxation regime for the overall value chain involved.

In addition to the �iscal issues discussed above, clean and safe operations always remained a question mark for
Gadani Shipbreaking Yard. Now, the Economic Operators are trying to comply with national legislation and
international obligations of Hong Kong Convention, Basel Convention and EU regulation by achieving certi�ications of ISO-14001, ISO 9001, ISO 18001 and ISO 30000. However, the governance of shipbreaking sector needs
multi-actor strategic response. Pakistan has rati�ied the Basel Convention; however, a compliance instrument is
yet to be established. Despite various efforts, so far shipbreaking is not recognized as an industry due to which
the parent ministry is not available. Some stakeholders tried to in�luence decision making process since 2012
but rati�ication of Hong Kong Convention could not be materialize. The Government of Pakistan should ratify
the Hong Kong Convention and seek its early compliance. Moreover, the government should ratify ILO Convention No. 187 which is related to the promotion of occupational safety and health.
For clean and safe operations, necessary civil and other facility works are required at Gadani Yard. For infrastructure development, there are successful public private partnerships (PPP) in Pakistan but this sector is
totally neglected. Now, under Public Private Partnership Authority Act 2017, a government department is
required to materialize PPP which is a big question mark for this sector in the absence of parent ministry. The
Federal Government needs to declare this informal sector as an "Industry" for Ship Recycling which can either
be placed under Ministry of Maritime Affairs (MoMA) or Ministry of Industries. In addition, an incentive based
National Ship Recycling Policy and Pakistan’s Ship Recycling Regulation should also be formulated by taking
guidance from the Chinese Green Ship Recycling General Regulation (WB/T-1022-2005). Further, there is also
a need to develop and implement a "Green Ship Recycling Strategy”, that is a cross-departmental response to
formalize the sector and to allow for the needed transition towards clean and safe ship recycling.
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Clifton Aquarium – A Forgotten Asset
KMC built the Clifton Aquarium in 1965, which was
inaugurated by former president of Pakistan, Field
Marshal Ayub Khan. A total of 33 aquariums were built
inside the aquarium for sea �ish and 14 for freshwater
�ish. At the time, it was a popular attraction not only for
Karachiites but for the people from all over the country.
Under the supervision of former civil government, plans
for renovating the Clifton Aquarium was made in 2006.
However, it could not be fully renovated. Sindh government and Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) are
planning to abandon the idea of restoring it and have
decided to replace it with a museum. The move will
completely deprive Pakistanis of the country’s only
aquarium.
Ashraf Ali
Karachi

Garbage Disposal and Management
People in Pakistan throw garbage on the road, corners,
and other empty places and anywhere they can �ind a
place. This is also because there are places here where
you will not �ind bins to throw trash. It is time to spread
awareness about garbage management. Awareness
programs should be held, initiatives must be taken to
overcome this issue. We should train our kids and
people around us to dispose of garbage. Let’s help everyone achieve this goal. There should be a proper garbage
management system at public beaches and areas so that
it does not go into the sea that impacts the marine life
and coral reefs that affect the overall aquatic environment.
Masood Azher,
Karachi

Marine and Coastal Ecosystem Challenges in Pakistan
The marine and coastal ecosystem of Pakistan is being
threatened by various environmental challenges that
are causing destruction and degradation of biodiversity
of this area. Climate change is one of the biggest
challenge for sustainability of coastal and marine life. It
is resulting in an increase in the sea level and intrusion
into coastal area. Another important reason for marine
and ecosystem challenges in Pakistan is use of non-sus-

tainable land on the coastal areas. The discharge of
hazardous waste into the sea is yet another concern as
this waste includes hospital wastages, plastic pollution,
and oil spills from ships. A study by WWF indicates that
65 per cent of litter on coastal area consists plastic
bottles, wrappers, bags, disposable utensils etc.
Bushra Rehman
An Environment Enthusiast

2020 IMO Sulphur Cap Opportunity for Shipbreaking
Gadani ship breaking yard is the world’s third largest
ship breaking yard. The yard consists of 132 ship breaking plots placed across a 10 km long beach front at
Gadani. In the 1980s, Gadani was the largest ship breaking yard in the world, with more than 30,000 direct
employees. However, competition from newer facilities
in Alang, India, Chittagong, Bangladesh, resulted in an
important reduction in output, with Gadani presently is
now producing less than one �ifth of the scrap it
produced in the 1980s. The 2020 IMO sulfur cap regulation would render many ships unusable, and this could
lead to a lot more vessels making their way to the recycling yard. The only sensible way forward would be for
shipping lines to strictly meet regulations and make sure
the community that services scrap does not end up
suffering because of it.
Hashmit Sabir,
Karachi

It was a pleasure going through the �irst edition of Maritime Watch of your Institute. It is a commendable effort
to identify developments in maritime affairs which are
of signi�icant concern especially in view of changing
dynamics of interests in Asia seas and the upcoming
power concerns of the Indian Ocean, which has raised
questions of maritime safety, security and technology
for Pakistan. I would like to convey that The Pakistan
Institute of International Affairs has a functioning
Library since 1948. We have placed a copy of Maritime
Watch in the library for the readership of esteemed
scholars.
Dr. Tanweer Khalid
Honorary Secretary & Editor, Pakistan Horizon

34

Maritime Directory
All Pakistan Shippers Association (APSA)
7th Floor, Of�ice No. 712, Business Center, Mumtaz
Hassan Road, Karachi
Contact: +92-21-32417933 Ext: 308-372
E-mail: apsa@mrgc.com.pk
Bahria Foundation
6th Floor, Bahria Complex-II, M.T Khan Road,
Karachi
Contact: +92-21-35610242-3, +92-21-35610749
E-mail: info@bahriafoundation.com

COSCO Shipping Lines Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd
Of�ice No, 801 to 808, 8th �loor, Plot No. 10, Block
4, Clifton Diamond Building, Karachi
Contact: +92-21-35270800
Email: cs.pakistan@coscon.com

Government Shipping Of�ice
KPT Building No. KV-17, Adjacent to Masjid-e-Rehmat, M.A Jinnah Road, Keamari, Karachi
Contact: +92-21-9263021
E-mail: contact@shippingof�ice.gov.pk
Hydrography Department Pakistan Navy
11 Liaquat Barracks, Naval Headquarters
75300 Karachi
Contact: +92-21-48506151, +92-21-9201 623
E-mail: hydropk@paknavy.gov.pk
Joint Maritime Information Coordination
Centre (JMICC)
PNS Qasim, Manora
Contact: +92-335-8107739
+92-021-99232195
+921-021-48505275

Karachi Port Trust
KPT Head Of�ice Building, Eduljee Dishaw Road,
Karachi-74000
Contact: +92-21-99214346

Pakistan Maritime Security Agency (PMSA)
HQs PMSA, Plot No 34-A, Dockyard Road, Karachi
Contact: +92-21-99214624, +92-21-48508851
Emergency Toll Free Number: 1331
Email: hqmsa@cyber.net.pk
mrccpmsa@cyber.net.pk

Mercantile Marine Department (MMD)
Ministry for Maritime Affairs, 70/4, Timber Hard,
N.M. Reclamation, Keamari, Karachi
Contact: +92-21-99263014-17
E-mail: info@mercantilemarine.gov.pk
Pakistan Coast Guards (PCG)
Headquarter Pakistan Coast Guards, 59 Depot
Lines, Kiyani Shaheed Road; Karachi
Contact: +92-21-99215251-4
Pakistan International Freight Forwarders
Association (PIFFA)
257-C, Block 6, P.E.C.H.S, Karachi-75400
Contact: +92-21-34322671-3
Email: piffa@piffapk.com

Pakistan Marine Academy
Hawksbay Road, Maripur, Karachi – 75780 Pakistan, Contact: +92-21-99241201-5
E-mail: info@marineacademy.edu.pk

Pakistan National Shipping Corporation
PNSC Building, M.T Khan Road, P.O Box No 5350,
Karachi-74000
Contact: +92-21-99203980 – 99
Email: communication@pnsc.com.pk
Port Qasim Authority
Bin Qasim, Karachi-75020, Pakistan
Contact: +92-21-99272111- 30 &
92-21-34730101- 3 Email: secretary@pqa.ov.pk

International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN)
Bath Island Rd, Bath Island, Karachi, Karachi City,
Sindh 75600
Contact: +92-21-35861540
Fisherfolk Forum
Near Moraro Hall, Opposite TCF School, Punjabi
Mohallah, Ibrahim Hyderi, Karachi
Contact: +92-21-35091212- 13
Email: info@pff.org.pk, pakistan�isherfolk@hotmail.com
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An Analysis of the Primary Driver for China’s Belt and Road Initiative:
Security Versus Economics - Maritime Silk Road, China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) Infrastructure Network Project
Published: Progressive Management, 2018
Overview:
China portrays the Belt and Road Initiative - an interconnected network of
rail lines, oil and gas pipelines, roads, bridges, and port facilities designed
to connect China with Central Asia, the Middle East, Africa, and Europe - as
an effort aimed at regional economic integration with win-win outcomes
for every country involved. Critics have argued that it is a Chinese neocolonial effort to exert Chinese in�luence and increase Chinese power globally,
burdening poor and developing countries with dangerous amounts of
debt. The thesis examines, economic and security arguments to address
the question: What is the primary driver for China's Belt and Road Initiative and the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor? The research indicates
that security is the primary driver for these projects. Economic considerations and bene�its are also important
to Chinese leaders, but security considerations trump economic ones.
Pirate Alley: Commanding Task Force 151 off Somalia
By Rear Adm. Terry McKnight USN
Published: Naval Institute Press, 2017
Overview
“An excellent must-read for anyone about to deploy on anti-piracy operations (and for politicians, policymakers and diplomats who ought to know
about the practical aspects of dealing with pirates).” ― Warships International Fleet Review

The book provides an in-depth look at every aspect of Somali piracy, from
how the pirates operate to how the actions of a relative handful of youthful
criminals and their bosses have impacted the world economy. It explores
the debate over the recently adopted practice of putting armed guards
aboard merchant ships, and focuses on the best management practices
that are changing the ways that ships are out�itted for travel through
what’s known as the High-Risk Area. Readers will learn that the consequence of protecting high quality targets
such as container ships and crude oil carriers may be that pirates turn to crime on land, such as the kidnapping
of foreigners.
About the Author:
Rear Adm. Terry McKnight, USN (Ret.) is a 31-year veteran of the U.S. Navy. He was selected to
serve as the �irst commander of Combined Task Force 151, a multi-national unit formed to
combat piracy in the Gulf of Aden.
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International Law for Seagoing Of�icers, 6th Edition
By Craig H. Allen
Published: Naval Institute Press, 2014
Overview
For those who operate on, under and over the sea, international law can
sometimes be as complex as it is important. Written by the same former
seagoing of�icer and maritime law professional who authored the current
edition of Farwell’s Rules of the Nautical Road , this book was designed to
bring clarity and context to international law for the seagoing professional.
Following an introduction to public international law and a short history of
the law of the sea, the book describes the rules that apply in ports and in the
adjacent maritime zones, including the territorial sea, exclusive economic
zone, archipelagic waters and the high seas. A highlight of the book are the
chapters that focus on the subjects of greatest interest to the seagoing
professional, including military and intelligence activities in the maritime
domain, maritime law enforcement activities and the use of force at sea. The appendices include the text of the
1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. Whether an academy cadet, a midshipman, a seasoned commanding
of�icer, or a master mariner, readers of this thorough and timely book will be rewarded with a far greater understanding of the international laws that govern ships and mariners at sea.
About the Author
Craig H. Allen is Professor of Law at the University of Washington, where he teaches maritime and
international law. He is the author of Maritime Counterproliferation Operations and the Rule of
Law and serves on the Board of Editors for the Journal of Navigation and Ocean Development and
International Law.
Dutton's Nautical Navigation, 15th Edition
By Thomas J. Cutler
Published: Naval Institute Press, 2003
Overview
As paper navigational charts are replaced by vector images on computer
screens, magnetic compasses enhanced by digital �lux gate technology, and
chronometers joined by atomic clocks, the demand has been mounting for
an extensive update to the classic reference known worldwide as Dutton's.
To meet the varied needs of today's recreational, naval, and commercial
navigators the Naval Institute introduces this new edition of a guide that has
remained the seafarers' choice for more than three-quarters of a century. It
blends the traditional navigation techniques �irst compiled by Benjamin
Dutton in 1926 with technological marvels of the twenty-�irst century to
authoritatively cover all phases of surface navigation. For example, while the
book acknowledges that many navigators still peer into the skies through
sextant telescopes, it also helps them take full advantage of man-made Global Positioning System (GPS) satellites. Valued as both an indispensable quick reference and a comprehensive text, Dutton's makes accessible
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such foreboding subjects as spherical trigonometry through the use of step-by-step explanations and examples
that encourage practical use. To insure accuracy and relevancy, a board of experts made up of naval and Coast
Guard of�icers, merchant mariners, accredited harbor pilots, and sea-service academy professors, has carefully
reviewed this �ifteenth edition. The result is an unparalleled treatment of the art and science of nautical navigation that both amateur and veteran navigators will use to safely navigate the waters of the world.
About the Author
Thomas J. Cutler is the founder and former Director of the Walbrook Maritime Academy in Baltimore. Currently he is Fleet Professor of Strategy and Policy with the Naval War College and is the
Director of Professional Publishing at the U.S. Naval Institute.
Polar Ship Operations: A Practical Guide
By Capt. Duke Snider
Published: Nautical Institute, 2018
Interest in the polar regions is growing as the season for accessing these
remote and hostile areas is lengthening. The nascent shipping ventures in
these regions face new challenges and risks and this hard, unforgiving environment requires diligence and deliberation in the planning and execution
of voyages. Operating ships within any ice regime requires knowledge,
skills and awareness beyond that of many mariners, particularly when
sailing in waters affected by hard multi-year and glacial ice. Should things
go wrong, little assistance is available in polar regions, so mariners must be
self-suf�icient. Captain Snider brings the full bene�it of his extensive experience in polar shipping and as a highly quali�ied ice navigator to describe the
human, technical, environmental and operational challenges of transiting
polar seas. This new edition has been updated to take account of IMO's
Polar Code, which came into force in 2017.
About the Author
Captain David (Duke) Snider is a master mariner and active ice navigator with over 33 years
at sea, many of those in Arctic and ice-covered waters. He is CEO and principal consultant in
Martech Polar Consulting Ltd, based in Victoria, British Columbia. He is presently the senior
vice president of the Nautical Institute. He has served onboard naval, commercial and Coast
Guard vessels in Polar Regions, the Baltic, Great Lakes and Eastern North American waters.
He retired from Canadian Coast Guard service as Regional Director Fleet Western Region in 2012
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ACTIVITY AT KARACHI PORT (October 2019)
Date

Import in Tonnes

1-Oct-19
2-Oct-19
3-Oct-19
4-Oct-19
5-Oct-19
8-Oct-19
9-Oct-19
10-Oct-19
11-Oct-19
12-Oct-19
15-Oct-19
16-Oct-19
17-Oct-19
18-Oct-19
19-Oct-19
22-Oct-19
23-Oct-19
24-Oct-19
25-Oct-19
26-Oct-19
28-Oct-19
30-Oct-19
31-Oct-19
Total

131,060
24,947
72629
88,697
84720
153,274
70896
117,726
143,130
137166
130,368
62690
50927
53,191
112322
196974
104326
86,401
96,476
80,811
221,888
54254
80,988
2,302,670

Export in Tonnes Total

84,886
22,392
25759
16,853
41609
85,961
29574
55,225
70,439
47322
54,689
11320
65759
44,714
27745
82402
32734
57,828
32,540
55,534
72,267
45740
72,663
1,135,955

215,946
47,339
98388
105,550
126329
239,235
100470
172,951
213,569
184488
185,057
74010
116686
44,714
140067
279376
137060
144,229
129,016
136,345
294,155
99994
153,651
3,438,625

ACTIVITY AT KARACHI PORT
350,000
300,000
250,000
200,000
150,000
100,000
50,000

Import in Tonnes
Export in Tonnes
Total

0
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ACTIVITY AT PORT QASIM (October 2019)
Import in TonnesExport in Tonnes Total

Date

1-Oct-19
2-Oct-19
3-Oct-19
4-Oct-19
5-Oct-19
8-Oct-19
9-Oct-19
10-Oct-19
11-Oct-19
12-Oct-19
15-Oct-19
16-Oct-19
17-Oct-19
18-Oct-19
19-Oct-19
22-Oct-19
23-Oct-19
24-Oct-19
25-Oct-19
26-Oct-19
28-Oct-19
30-Oct-19
31-Oct-19
Total

56,897
116414
138,158
157417
66,468
145,305
114,559
159,640
49899
67,222
98,140
73,815
127,006
101347
173,192
98,771
160,433
116,044
134,189
133,685
97159
42,326
154,043
2,582,129

73,568
50483
123,718
39273
23,294
36,075
25,859
40,801
79143
26,867
25,364
29,744
20,660
51,514
38,514
58,615
21,337
8,474
55,518
21,793
52440
5,130
21,090
929,274

130,465
166897
261,876
196690
89,762
181,380
140,418
200,441
129042
94,089
123,504
103,559
147,666
152861
211,706
157,386
181,770
124,518
189,707
155,478
149599
47,456
175,133
3,511,403

ACTIVITY AT PORT QASIM
300,000
250,000
200,000
150,000

Import in Tonnes

100,000

Export in Tonnes

50,000

Total

0
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DRY TIME CHARTER ESTIMATE
Weekly Dry Time Charter Estimates, October 02 2019

A lacklustre start to the week due to the Golden Week celebrations in the Far East and capesize TC rates have
been under further pressure this week due to lack of demand. Slightly lower period rates for panamaxes this
week and a few TC �ixtures have surfaced around the one-year mark. The market for the smaller sizes has been
under pressure this week and rates have moved sideways. (Credits: Hellenic Shipping)
Weekly Dry Time Charter Estimates, October 09 2019

Capesize rates have remained �lat this week with little reported on the period front. Some activity for the
Kamsarmax/ Panamax sector with interest in short-term period �ixtures in the paci�ic. Limited activity for the
smaller sizes and rates have fallen to around $8,900/pdpr for one-year. (Credits: Hellenics Shipping)
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DRY TIME CHARTER ESTIMATE
Weekly Dry Time Charter Estimates, October 16 2019

Some medium-term �ixtures reported in the capesize sector this week, rates have remained stable. In the
Kamsarmax/panamax sector, some short-term period �ixtures have come to light although rates have fallen
slightly this week. Limited period activity for the smaller sizes this week and rates have moved sideways. (Credits: Hellenic Shipping)
Weekly Dry Time Charter Estimates, October 23 2019

There capesize period market experienced some downward pressure this week. There has been some interest
in shorter period �ixtures but all in all a quiet week in terms of fresh tc �ixtures. Sentiment has softened for the
kamsarmaxes and panamaxes, the average rate for one year is currently estimated at $13,375/pdpr. The market
for the smaller sizes has remained muted with very limited activity on period. (Credits: Hellenic Shipping)
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FROM THE DESKS
Pakistan at International Maritime Organisation
(IMO)
Muhammad Akthar (IMO Desk)
Currently Pakistan is an assembly member of International Maritime Organization (IMO). It is the highest
Governing Body of the Organization. It consists of all
Member States and it meets once every two years in
regular sessions but may also meet in an extraordinary session if necessary. However, there has always
been a lack of adequate representation by Pakistan at
IMO. Pakistan has never had a permanent representative at IMO. Due to this we have failed to not only
promote our maritime interests but also couldn’t
apprise other member states about our maritime
goals, ambitions and achievements.

Presently, Chief Nautical Surveyor at DG Port and
Shipping is the Point of Contact (PoC) at Pakistan for
all liaison with IMO. Accordingly, he has access to
online admin account of IMO in Pakistan. Pakistan
does not have any permanent representation at IMO,
whereas many countries having greater stake in Maritime Affairs have posted their permanent rep at IMO
headquarters. As per present arrangement, at IMO
Pakistan is represented by one of the High Commission London, UK of�icial normally. Pakistan contributes 22000 Euros annually as membership subscription for IMO. Mostly non-professional/ Not concerned
with the affairs of Maritime personnel are nominated
to attend meetings/ training at IMO. At times the
nominations have been declined by IMO citing
reasons as not suitable (as briefed by Chief Nautical
Surveyor). Having a permanent representation will
surely increase Pakistan’s presence in the international maritime arena. As maritime affairs are still
budding among the masses of Pakistan and we are
still developing expertise in this area, therefore we
need to have dedicated and focused department/section at federal ministerial level which should act as

dedicated point of contact between Pakistan and IMO.
Following is suggested:
a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

As a �irst step Pakistan should start attending
IMO meetings on regular basis. Pakistan
should be represented by relevant experts at
this forum.

Foreign Service of Pakistan may be directed to
introduce a Specialized Diplomatic Course for
Foreign Service Of�icers with emphasis on
maritime affairs. This would suitably prepare
Foreign Service Of�icers with the required
skills to adequately promote Pakistan’s mari
time interests at IMO and other international
forums.
As an interim measure, Ministry of Maritime
Affairs may workout to nominate certain
experts to form a mission that is to represent
Pakistan at IMO. These may include a member
from the diplomatic mission to the UK, the
Defence and Naval Advisor to the High Com
missioner to the UK and suitable Maritime
experts from MoMA/organizations working
under MoMA.

Along with a permanent representative at
IMO, there is a need to establish a dedicated
focal person here in Pakistan that can act as a
point of contact for the representatives at IMO
and can actively pursue the needs of the
representatives as well as convey the happen
ings at IMO to relevant departments at Paki
stan.
Once national institutions in maritime affairs
have become more mature and vibrant, Paki
stan should strive for Permanent representa
tion at IMO. A time line with clear objec
tives/milestone for the same be �ixed in this
regard
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FROM THE DESKS
An Overview of Drug Traf�icking in Pakistan
Zaeem Hassan Mehmood (Illegal Trade Desk)
Pakistan’s geographic location next to Afghanistan,
the world’s largest producer of illicit opium, places
the country in a vulnerable position in terms of drug
traf�icking. The patterns of illicit drug production and
distribution have seen transitions as a result of social,
economic and political developments in the region.
The cultivation of opium poppy declined to near zero
levels in Pakistan from 1999 to 2000. The Government of Pakistan (GOP) has committed itself for eliminating opium poppy cultivation under “zero-tolerance policy”. The Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF), the
primary drug control agency in Pakistan collects and
publishes annual statistics on drug related crime.
ANF’s conviction rate has improved over the last few
years and stands at 8 percent since 2006.

The bulk of opium produced in Afghanistan is cultivated in the southern provinces of Kandahar and
Helmand, and enters Pakistan through the former
Federally Administrated Tribal Areas (FATA), now
part of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, and
Balochistan. Traf�icking through the KPK region was
intensi�ied in the previous decade, following the
retreat of the political administration and the general
lassitude of law enforcement agencies (LEAs) who
have since then regained ground in the wake of
military operations in the area.
Traf�icking from Afghanistan to Balochistan is
believed to take place through the Afghan provinces
of Helmand and Nimroz to the Pakistani districts of
Chaghi and Nushki. Here, the traf�icking is facilitated
by the remoteness and inaccessibility of these scantily

populated regions. Once again, while there is only one
of�icial border crossing in Balochistan, in the town of
Chaman near the provincial capital of Quetta, the
border region is indifferently policed and easily
traversed. Once in Pakistan, opium and heroin are
normally stocked in border villages for a period of
time before being sent to markets in major cities or on
to international markets. Stocks are normally maintained in houses, where allegedly household members are often compensated for providing the service.
In Balochistan the Frontier Constabulary (FC)
remains the most powerful force, remaining active on
many fronts. A small proportion of the drugs smuggled into Pakistan are traf�icked onward through
Balochistan into Iran, from where it moves further
west. The bulk of the consignments, however, also
head for Pakistan’s air and seaports, destined for
China, South East Asia, Africa and Europe. While a
proportion of the consignment for China is believed to
be traf�icked through land, via Pakistan’s Gilgit-Baltistan region, seizures at China’s seaports over the
years indicate that the maritime route is key for
traf�icking into the urban centers of China in addition
to other destinations.
In Pakistan, the �irst-stage bene�iciaries of the drug
trade are the “mules” or carriers of drugs from
Afghanistan to Pakistan. The carriers are typically
paid a negligible amount, and very often, are not
generally aware of the contents of their consignment.
Carriers entering Balochistan from Afghanistan
typically operate on foot, or using donkeys, horses or
livestock which can traverse the rocky terrain.
Passage of drugs through mechanized transport is
relatively rare here since the border area is largely a
no-man’s land with few discernible tracks.

Heroin is believed to be transported, concealed, in
smaller vehicles, while opium or more often hashish
are transported in more bulky consignments, often
utilizing larger vehicles such as trucks or oil tankers,
which have been altered to concel the contraband. A
signi�icant amount of traf�icking also takes place
through small towns on the Makran coast, where
small boats evade Coast Guards to carry consignments into the high seas, for loading onto larger
vessels.
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