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Pakistan Destined to Become Centre of Asian 
Trade, Business Activities Due to CPEC: Ahsan 

 
1st

 April 2018 
Source: Pakistan Observer 

 
Interior Minister Ahsan Iqbal said that Gwadar Port has 

become a state-of-the-art business centre and Pakistan is 
destined to become centre of Asian trade and business 
activities due to the China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC). Speaking at the 'CPEC: Think and Grow Summit' 
hosted by University of Management and Technology 
Lahore in collaboration with Pakistan Industrial Technical 
Assistance Centre, and Centre of Excellence China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor,  Ahsan maintained that there would be 
Maritime Trade and state-of-the art business centres in 
Gwadar Port and Balochistan would be developed as a

 smart city like Hong Kong.
 

 
  

"The Maritime Trade Centre would be for the whole 
region apart from China," he said, adding: "There would be 
benefit for Kashger from this port." Ahsan said the country 
is destined to achieve progress and prosperity but to 

achieve this goal, political stability, hard work and 
commitment are needed. He said the CPEC is going to 
provide enormous opportunities to Pakistani youth.

 
He 

said that the CPEC is the most important project which has 
also raised positive image of the country in the world. 

 
 

Abid HK Shirwani, Director General UMT, Engr. 
Sarfraz Ahmed, Director General, Pakistan Industrial 
Technical Assistance Centre, Lahore, Dr.Shahid Rashid, 
Executive Director, Centre of Excellence-China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor, Islamabad, Dr. Hassnain Javed, 
Advisor, Master Trainer, Pakistan Industrial Technical 
Assistance Center, Dr. Zahir Shah, Advisor Infrastructural 
Development, Planning and Development Department, 
Government of the Punjab, Ali Raza Hanjara, DG, Revenue 
FBR also expressed their views in the summit.

 
 

The speakers called for actively engaging Pakistani 
workforce especially young graduates of universities in the 
mega project of CPEC in order to provide them first-hand 
knowledge, experience and the engineering being applied 
by Chinese experts in the project.  They said the CPEC is a 
generation project that will make their future secure and 
economically stronger. They said once the project is fully 
functional in 2030, many new direct foreign investments in 
key areas are likely to pour into Pakistan resulting into 
greater opportunities for both the countries.  

 
Pakistan Maritime Security Agency Seizes Large 
Hoard of Liquor  

 
2nd  April 2018  
Source: Dunya News  

 
The security elements of Pakistan Maritime Security 

Agency (PMSA) and Pakistan Navy have apprehended a 
large quantity of liquor smuggled from International sea 
routes. The operation was carried out while undertaking 
Maritime Security Operations in Pakistani Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ). The successful seizure of liquor was 
an outcome of a coordinated and complex operation 
involving persistent surveillance & patrolling in the area.

  
 A total of 9392 liquor bottles and 45218 beer cans 

having market value of approximately 70 million rupees 
were seized in the current joint operation. The 
apprehended liquor has been handed over to Pakistan 
Customs for further legal proceedings. It is pertinent to 
mention that Pakistan Navy Ship ASLAT also seized 5000 
kg of Hashish in Feb 18, while operating at North Arabian 
Sea, which also valued in millions of dollars.

 
PMSA being 

the law enforcement agency in Pakistani Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) maintains its near permanent 
presence at sea with its Ships and Aircraft against possible 
illegal activities.

  

From Editor’s Desk

 
 

Shipbreaking industry is globally acknowledged 
as one of the important segments of Blue Economy. 
The industry serves as a main source of steel which

 

reduces the necessity of mining and saves revenues 
for government. Shipbreaking industry of South 
Asia represents around 70% of the global total 
providing number of direct or indirect employment 
opportunities. 

 

Pakistan being the key South Asian country, had 
been on the map of world's leading ship breakers. 
However, in the aftermath of unfortunate and 
deadly incidents at Gadani shipbreaking yard and 
other multiple issues, the industry has witnessed a 
sharp decline for last couple of years. However, 
GMS recent report which suggests that the 
Pakistan's declining shipbreaking industry is once 
again is going to witness upward trends in days 
ahead, is a good sign. In order to effectively utilize 
the potentials of the industry, Pakistan needs to 
strengthen safety and environmental standards in 
order to prevent unwanted incidents and make the 
industry more productive for national economic 
gains.  

 

Rear Admiral (Retd) Mukhtar Khan HI(M) 
Director General IMA 

 



 

Successful operation by Pakistan Maritime Security 
Agency and Pakistan Navy through close cooperation and 
coordination, resulting in seizure of huge quantity of liquor 
is a testament to the fact that Pakistan Navy and Pakistan 
Maritime Security Agency are vigilant and remain 
committed in preventing use of Pakistani waters for any 
unlawful purposes. Pakistan Navy and Pakistan Maritime 
Security Agency will continue to shoulder its national 
obligation and responsibility to establish lawful order at sea 
across Indian Ocean.

 
 

Federal
 

Govt
 

Gets
 

Powers
 

to
 

Issue
 

Deep-Sea
 

Fishing
 

Licences
 

 

3rd
 

April, 2018
 

Source: The
 

Express
 

Tribune
 

The federal government has dismissed concerns of the 
provincial governments of Sindh and Balochistan and has 
got powers for issuing deep-sea fishing licences under the 
new policy in a bid to replenish depleted seafood stocks. 
Under the Deep Sea Fishing Licensing Policy 2018, 
provinces will be required to apply for licences from the 
central government. 

 
The policy, approved by the federal government, will 

spark a dispute with Balochistan and Sindh, being major 
stakeholders as they are located on the coastline, in the 
next phase of implementation. Talking to The Express 
Tribune, a senior government official pointed out that 
clause 36 of the Fourth Federal Legislative List Part-I 
covered the areas of fishing and fishery resources beyond 
territorial waters within jurisdiction of the federal 
government. 

 
The limits of territorial waters have been specified in 

terms of the UN Convention on the Law of Seas 1982 and 
the Territorial Waters and Maritime Zones Act 1976 as 12 
nautical miles beyond the land territory and internal waters 
of Pakistan measured from the baseline.

 
Accordingly, the 

federal government was authorised to regulate deep-sea 
fishing –

 
ie, beyond 12 nautical miles from the baseline to 

the exclusive economic zone stretching over 200 nautical 
miles across the coastline.

 
 Earlier, the prime minister had constituted a committee 

to revise and formulate a new deep-sea fishing policy. He 
also directed that no deep-sea fishing licences should be 
granted until the introduction of a new policy framework 
and the criteria set

 
out in the framework were met. The 

committee, after deliberations and keeping in view the
 depleted fishing resources, proposed clear guidelines and 

measures to improve fishing practices.
 

 A draft of the policy was then shared with the 
governments of Sindh and Balochistan. The cabinet, in a 
recent meeting, was briefed that the feedback received

 

from the two provinces was based on incorrect assertion 
that all fishing practices, monitoring, management, etc 
including deep-sea fishing fell within their jurisdictions 
and the federal government may only provide assistance 
through its advisory role without any regulation.

 
 

The policy covered zone-3 only which was the exclusive 
domain of the federal government, the cabinet was told.

 

During discussions, it was suggested
 

that the policy should 
include broad-based goals and targets with respect to 
employment generation, extent of value addition and 
increase in exports. Certain international standards should 
also be incorporated into the policy. Furthermore, the 
policy would deal, in detail, with the licensing regime, 
therefore, it would be appropriate to rename it as the deep-
sea fishing licensing policy.

 
 

It was emphasised that Article 172(2) of the 
Constitution fully empowered the federal government to 
frame a deep-sea fishing policy whereas provinces were not 
amenable to the idea of designing a generalised fishing 
policy. It was pointed out that announcement of the policy 
would help the federal government in regulating deep-sea 
fishing by introducing licensing and enforcement regimes 
which would ensure sustainable fishing practices and help 
replenish depleted fish stocks.  The enforcement of the 
policy would largely be done in consultation with the 
Maritime Security Agency.  
 

The cabinet approved the renaming of the policy as 
Deep Sea Fishing Licensing Policy 2018. It was also 
decided that zone-3, which would be regulated by the 
federal government, would be open to all provinces for 
obtaining licences and the number of licences would be 
rationalised.  
 
Commander Turkish Naval Forces Visits Field 
Commands of Pakistan Navy  

 
5th

 April, 2018  
Source: Pakistan Observer  

 
The Commander Turkish Naval Forces called on 

Commander Karachi, Rear Admiral Ather Mukhtar, 
Commander Coast, Rear Admiral Moazzam Ilyas

 
and 

Commander Pakistan Fleet, Rear Admiral Muhammad 
Amjad Khan Niazi in separate meetings during the visit.

 
 During the meetings, besides discussions on 
professional matters and bilateral naval collaboration, the 
Commander Turkish Naval Forces lauded Pakistan Navy's 
role and commitments in maintaining peace and stability 
in the region through persistent participation in Coalition 
Counter Terrorism and Counter Piracy Task Forces.

 
The 

dignitary also visited Pakistan Naval Academy PNS 
RAHBAR and interacted with midshipmen and cadets 
presently undergoing training. Later, Vice Admiral Adnan 
Ozbal visited Pakistan Navy Ship SAIF. Upon arrival 



onboard, he was received by Commander Pakistan Fleet, 
Rear Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi and was 
presented Guard of Honour by contingent of Pakistan 
Navy.
 

 

The visit of Commander Turkish Naval Forces to 
Pakistan is expected to further strengthen the bilateral 
defence collaboration between Pakistan and Turkey in 
general and the two Navies in particular.

 
Commander 

Turkish Naval Forces, Vice Admiral Adnan Ozbal is on an 
official visit to Pakistan. During the visit, Commander 
Turkish Naval Forces called on Chief of the Naval staff, 
Admiral Zafar Mahmood Abbasi at Naval Headquarters 
Islamabad, where discussions on professional matters and 
avenues of existing and future naval collaboration were 
focused. In the second leg of the visit, Vice Admiral Adnan 
Ozbal met with Naval Field Commands at Lahore and 
Karachi. During the visit of Lahore, the dignitary met 
Commandant Pakistan Navy War College, Rear Admiral 
Naveed Ahmed Rizvi. 

 

Dutch Ambassador Calls on Mir Hasil Khan 
Bizenjo 

 

5th April 2018 

Source: Urdu Point 
 

Ambassador of Netherlands Ardi Stoios-braken on 
Wednesday called on Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs 
Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo and discussed bilateral relations 
besides matters of mutual interest. During the meeting the 
minister said that there is a need of expanding trade 
cooperation between Pakistan and Netherlands. He said 
that there is also need to expand cooperation for enhancing 
capacity of vessels in Ports and Shipping of both countries. 

 
While appreciating the infrastructure development 

in Gwadar Port the ambassador said that the investment in 
infrastructure and development on various Ports 
of Pakistan is of great importance. 

 
 

Seizure
 

of
 

180
 

Kg
 

Heroin
 

Powder
 

In
 

Open
 

Sea:
 

14
 Held

 

 6th

 
April 2018

 Source:
 

Business
 

Recorder
 

 Pakistan Maritime Security Agency (PMSA) seized 180 
kg white crystal heroin from hidden compartments of a 
boat in open sea. Fourteen smugglers were also arrested 
from the boat. Director General, PMSA Rear Admiral Zaka-
ur-Rehman addressing a news conference

 
said that 

international market value of the narcotics is Rs 1800 
million. The narcotics and smugglers were handed over to 
Pakistan Customs for further legal action.

 
 

PMSA being the law enforcement agency in Pakistan 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) maintains its permanent 
presence at sea with its ships and aircraft against possible 
illegal activities, he said.

 

Successful operation by Pakistan Maritime Security 
Agency resulting seizure of huge quantity of narcotics is a 
testament to the fact that Pakistan Navy and Pakistan 
Maritime Security Agency are vigilant and committed in 
preventing use of Pakistani waters for any unlawful activity 
through sea routs, he added.

 
 

Naval Chief Asks FPCCI to Invest in Maritime 

Sector
 

6th
 
April 2018

 

Source: The Nation
 

 

Naval Chief  Admiral Zafar Mahmood Abbasi has 
emphasized that the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry can play a significant role in the 
development of maritime sector.  Addressing 
representatives of the business community and members of 
the FPCCI in Karachi, the  naval chief  said that in any 
national security construct, economic security occupies 
similar status as of military or the foreign policy.  His visit 
to FPCCI was aimed at creating synergy between the 
business community and the maritime sector so as to give a 
boost to country's economy.  

He said that health of a nation's economy is the single 
most important determinant in its national security; hence, 
sustained military capacity can only be achieved through 
robust  and strong national economies. While underlining 
the role of navy, he highlighted that the basic purpose of 
navies today was to protect the global economic system, 
where their contribution was crucial.  

Admiral Zafar Mahmood Abbasi further said that 
Pakistan's maritime zones including continental shelf 
measuring an area of 290,285 sq km is blessed with 
enormous sea resources. "However, we could not exploit 
them

 
fully, till to date", he said. The

 
naval chief

 
reiterated 

that it is high time to enhance maritime awareness at all 
levels to exploit the oceans for the benefit of Pakistan.

 

In this regard, Pakistan navy was committed to reviving 
Pakistan's maritime sector and ready to render all possible 
support to the business community, he said. He highlighted 
that there are many opportunities for business community 
to invest in Maritime Sector especially in shipping industry. 
The admiral said that Pakistan can increase its GDP by two 
to three times by developing the maritime sector.

  
FPCCI President Ghazanfar Bilour lauded the role and 

efforts of the Pakistan Navy in making sea lanes of 
communication safe for trade.

 



Pakistan, Together With China, To Be Major 
Contributor To BRI Through CPEC: PM Abbasi

 
 

8th

 
April
 

2018
 

Source: Urdu Point
 

Prime Minister
 

Shahid Khaqan Abbasi
 

has said that 
his

 
government

 
together with

 
China

 
looked forward to 

making
 

Pakistan
 

a major contributor to "building a 
community of shared future for mankind through

 
China 

Pakistan Economic Corridor
 

(CPEC)." "Together 
with
 

China, we look forward to making
 

Pakistan
 

a major 
contributor to 'building a community of shared future for 
mankind' through

 
CPEC," he said in an interview with 

the
 

Chinese
 

newspaper "People's Daily".
 

 

The
 

prime minister
 

spoke highly of the Belt 
and

 
Road
 

initiative (BRI) as well as the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC), calling it "a transformative 
project representing economic cooperation 
between Pakistan and China." He said the BRI is "a truly 
global public good" as it is designed to impact positively a 
vast number of people living in geographically distinct 
areas but bound together by the dream of improved lives, 
and better access to roads, infrastructure, sustainable 
energy and better resources. 

 
As the flagship project of the BRI, CPEC epitomizes the 

vision of the two countries for comprehensive and broad-
based economic cooperation, said Abbasi. "The energy 
projects conceived under CPEC have alleviated the energy 
crisis in Pakistan and we have been successful in adding 
thousands of megawatts of electricity to the national grid," 
he said. 

 
The prime minister also said that President Xi's concept 

of "Building a Community of Shared Future for Mankind" 
is "not only revolutionary but also ties in beautifully 
with CPEC." "Together with China, we look forward to 
making Pakistan a major contributor to 'building a 
community of shared future for mankind' through

 
CPEC," 

he said.
 

 CPEC to be Extended to Afghanistan: Report
 

8th

 
April 2018

 Source: Pakistan Today
 

 China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), the flagship 
project of China's ambitious Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), 
would be extended to Afghanistan,

 
Hindustan 

Times
 

reported on Sunday.
 

The BRI had injected "fresh 
vitality" to Asia's economic cooperation and helped the 
continent to reshape its international relations, said the 
Asian Competitiveness Annual Report 2018 released in 
Beijing on the sidelines of China's Boao Forum for Asia 
(BFA) annual conference.

 
 

China had unveiled in December its plans to extend the 
$50 billion CPEC project to Afghanistan, which

 
had 

sparked concerns in India. Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi, during his meeting with his Pakistan and Afghan 
counterparts, had offered to extend CPEC to Afghanistan.

 

"China and Pakistan are willing to look at with Afghanistan, 
on the basis of win-win, mutually beneficial principles, 
using an appropriate means to extend the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor to Afghanistan," Wang had said at the 
trilateral foreign ministers' meeting.

 
 

The BFA was formed by China in 2001 on the lines of the 
World Economic Forum in Davos, and holds its meeting 
every year. This year, the forum opened in Boao, a coastal 
town in the southern island province of Hainan.

 
 

"China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a flagship 
project under the Belt and Road Initiative, has not only 
improved local infrastructure but also is extending toward 
Afghanistan, reducing poverty, the hotbed of terrorism, 
and bringing better prospects for local people's lives," 
China's state-run  Xinhua News Agency  quoted the report 
as saying. The multi-billion-dollar BRI, the pet project of Xi 
had become a major stumbling block in India-China 
relations as CPEC had been listed as its "flagship project".  

India had protested to China over CPEC, which was being 
built through Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK).  
 
Pak  Naval  Ships  Participates  in  Gulf  Shield-I  
Exercise  
 
10th  April  2018  
Source:  Business  Recorder   

 
Pakistan Navy Ships TIPPU SULTAN, HIMMAT and 

Pakistan Maritime Security Ship BASOL visited Port 
Jubail, KSA from 30 Mar -  07 Apr 2018 to participate in 
Multilateral Tri-Services Joint Exercise Gulf Shield-I 
organized by Royal Saudi Armed Forces (RSAF), said a 
press release.  

Besides warships, other elements from Pakistan Navy ( 
Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft P3C, Special Service 
Group and Pak Marines) also participated in the Exercise. 
PN Flotilla was commanded by Commodore Muhammad 
Faisal Abbasi.

 
The maritime component of the exercise was 

conducted in two phases. The first phase was conducted at 
harbour which included joint planning conferences, 
seminars on professional topics and informal interactions 
to enhance goodwill amongst the participating countries.

 
 
  

The second phase of the exercise was conducted in 
Saudi waters at Arabian Gulf which included various 
exercises related to Irregular Warfare, Coastal Defence, Air 
Defence and Search and Rescue at sea etc to enhance 
interoperability amongst the participating countries. Apart 
from PN and PMSA, warships from Bahrain, KSA, Kuwait, 
Turkey, UAE and USA also took part in the Exercise.

 



  

During PN Flotilla's stay at Port Jubail, a reception 
dinner was also hosted onboard PNS TIPPU SULTAN by 
Ambassador of Pakistan to KSA, Vice Admiral Khan 
Hasham Bin Saddique (retd) which received an 
overwhelming response due to participation of senior 
RSNF Officials including RSNF Eastern Fleet Commander 
Rear Admiral Fahad Ali AI-Furqan and officers/ men from 
participating countries of Exercise Gulf Shield-I.-PR

 
 

'Drawn
 

Sword
 

of
 

Islam':
 

Pak-Turk
 

Maiden
 

Naval
 

Exercise
 

Concludes
 

in
 

Arabian
 

Sea
 

 

10th
 

April, 2018
 

Source: The Express Tribune
 

 

The maiden bilateral exercise Turgutries meaning 
'Drawn sword of Islam'

 
between the Pakistani and Turkish 

naval forces in North Arabian Sea
 

has concluded. "TCG 
Gelibolu, a frigate from Turkish Navy and Pakistan Navy 
ships Saif, Aslat, Nasr, Quwwut, Azmat and 
Zarrar including fixed and rotary wing aircraft of Pakistan 
Naval Aviation participated in the exercise," said the Navy 
in a statement. "Fighters from PAF [Pakistan Air Force] 
also took part in the exercise," it added. 

 

The exercise covered a wide range of maritime 
operations encompassing anti-surface, anti-air and anti-
submarine warfare as well as maneuvering and 
communication exercises. The communique further said 
that counter piracy drills were also carried out in which 
boarding teams demonstrated practical boarding 
operations on board a suspect vessel.  

 
The main objective of [the] exercise was to enhance 

interoperability between [the] two brotherly navies. It 
proved mutually rewarding to hone professional skills of 
participating personnel from both navies and learn from 
each other's experiences.The statement said that Consul 
General of Turkey Tolga Ucake who was hosted on-board 
TCG Gelibolu and PNS Aslat witnessed the exercise at sea. 
He congratulated the navies for successful conduct of first 
ever bilateral exercise and hoped that this will become a 
regular feature between both the navies in future.

 
 The exercise, the communique added, is a testimony of 

Pakistan Navy's resolve to work towards regional peace and 
maintain close relations with all brotherly navies. It was 
aimed at further booting and strengthening ties between 
Pakistan and Turkish navies in times to come.

 
 Turkish-Designed Pakistan Navy Ship Completes 

First Sea Trial in Indian Ocean
 

 13th

 
April, 2018

 Source: Daily Pakistan 
 

 A Pakistani Navy fleet tanker –

 
designed by Turkish 

defense contractor STM and constructed by Karachi 
Shipyard and Engineering Works –

 

has made its maiden 

voyage, the designer firm said Thursday.

 

With a length of 
158.40 metres and approximately 16,400-ton design 
displacement, the PNS MOAWIN left the Karachi port 
under its own power, and under the command of the 
Commanding Officer, exited the harbour and channel and 
entered the Indian Ocean on March 31.

 
 

Ship crew, shipyard personnel, 30 STM staff and 
representatives from several Turkish companies attended 
the ship's first cruise, STM said on its website.

 
"The results 

achieved in the trials of the vessel, which is the first of its 
kind in its class in terms of its brand-new design, and in 
which many local industrial products have been used, are a 
source of pride for the Pakistan-Turkey defense 
cooperation," it added.

 
The fleet tanker project contract 

was signed on January 22, 2013.
 

"The project is the first in the naval ship construction 
between two friendly and brotherly countries, Pakistan and 
Turkey, and a very important, distinguished and unique co-
operation project in the field of defense and shipbuilding 
industry," the STM said.  The tanker can speed up to 20 
knots per hour (around 37 kilometers or 23 miles per 
hour).  

Karachi-Chabahar Ferry Service Plan Almost 
Ready  

 
16th  April, 2018  
Source: The Nation  
 

Pakistan is giving final touches to its plans to launch 
Karachi-Chabahar and Gwadar-Muscat ferry services to 
promote people-to-people contact. Sources in the Ports and 
Shipping told The Nation that modalities including 
clearance from relevant departments were being worked 
out for launching Karachi-Chabahar ferry service.  

The national flag carrier, Pakistan National Shipping 
Corporation (PNSC) is also busy finalising its arrangements 
including acquisition of ferries. "Karachi-Chabahar ferry 
service is being given priority because it is economically 
more viable. More than 200,000 Pakistani zaire'en 
(religious pilgrims), visit Iran each year," sources said.

     

A high-ranking Iranian delegation headed by Minister 
for Transport Abbas Akhundi has just concluded visit to 
Pakistan and is believed to have approved the ferry service 
plan. During his visit to Karachi port, Akhundi also 
proposed to promote trans-shipment business through 
linkage between Karachi Port and Bandar Abbas as there 
was ample space of 204,000 hectares available at Bandar 
Abbas for promoting trans-shipment cargo handling 
facility.

 
Likewise, Pakistan is also in talks with Oman to enhance 

travel between Oman and Pakistan through a fast ferry 
service between the two nations. "Discussions between 



Oman and Pakistan to start a fast ferry service between 
Gwadar and Muscat are nearing completion," sources said. 
Islamabad is waiting for the Government of Oman to 
complete their discussions on the proposal so that the plan 
is finalised.

 

According to official estimates, there are some 275,000 
Pakistanis who live and work in Oman and represent one of 
the largest expat populations in the country. Shipping 
experts believed that availability of such a ferry service 
would provide an affordable and fast mode of transport 
between Oman and their homeland. The distance between 
Pakistan and Oman is shorter than that between Oman and 
Iran they said and added that Oman is already operating 
fast ferry services between the mainland and its northern 
governorate of Musandam, which controls partial access to 
the Strait of Hormuz.This service was launched in 2008 
and was counted among the fastest in the world at the time 
of its launch.

 

Naval Chief Admiral Abbasi Visits China 
 

18th April, 2018 

Source: Pakistan Observer 
 

Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Zafar Mahmood 
Abbasi is on an official visit to China. During the visit, the 
Naval Chief called on Commander PLA (N) Vice Admiral 
Shen Jinlong and Deputy Administrator of State 
Administration for Science, Technology & Industry 
(SASTIND), Mr Xu Zhanbin. 

Upon arrival at PLA(N) Headquarters, Beijing, Admiral 
Zafar Mahmood Abbasi was received by his counterpart 
Vice Admiral Shen Jinlong. A smartly turned out 
contingent of PLA(N) clad in ceremonial dress presented 
him the Guard of Honour.  

Later, Chief of the Naval Staff called on Commander 
PLA(N), Vice Admiral Shen Jinlong. During the meeting, 
discussions on professional matters including bilateral 
naval collaboration and security environment in Indian 
Ocean Region were held. Various avenues of cooperation 
between the two Navies were also focused. A 
comprehensive brief on PLA(N) was given to Admiral Zafar 
Mahmood Abbasi.

 
 Admiral Abbasi highlighted Pakistan's commitment and 

contributions in fight against terrorism including 
participation of Pakistan Navy in multinational Task Forces

 against piracy and maritime terrorism.
 

PLA (N) 
Commander lauded Pakistan Navy's efforts and focused 
commitments in support of collaborative maritime security 
in the region. Vice Admiral Shen Jinlong said that Pakistan 
Navy is playing a pivotal role for maritime security and 
stability in the region, which has greatly helped in shaping 
a secure environment for freedom of navigation in the 
region.

 

Experts Call for Vast Collaboration In Marine 
Sector

 
 

18th

 
April 2018

 

Source: UrduPoint
 

 

Local and foreign experts at a seminar emphasized on 
large scale collaboration in marine sector among the sea 
harbour countries and increased

 
exchange

 
of marine 

delegates to boost blue economy in the
 

world.
 

The two-day 
international maritime academies seminar (IMAS) titled 
'Maritime

 
Education

 
and Training' has been organized by 

the
 
pakistan

 
Maritime Academy.

 
Maritime experts

 
from

 

seven countries
 

Sweden, Mauritius, Ukraine,
 

Maldives,
 

Malaysia,
 
Kenya

 
and

 
Tanzania

 
have participated.

 
 

In his welcome address, Commandant
 

Pakistan
 

Marine 
Academy, Commodore Akbar Naqi said this was the second 
international seminar on maritime issues organized by the 
PMA, after two years. He was confident that the seminar 
would be more productive for  all  participating countries.  

Besides,  exchange  of information among the experts, 400 
cadets of the PMA would get a lot of information on many 
topics.  
 

Commodre Akbar Naqi informed that the Federal 
Ministry of  Education  had been applied for up-gradation of 
the PMA as a marine university. Thus, he added, the PMA 
would be the first Maritime University in the country. He 
said that modern training to sea-farers was essential as 
they would be playing very important role in the growth of 
an economy.  
 

Vice Chancellor of Technical University, 
Mombassa,  Kenya, Professor Laila Abdu Bakar,  Professor 
Maximo Q.Mejia Jr., Head of Maritime Law and 
Policy,  World  Maritime University,  Sweden,  Commodre 
Ang Chin  from  Maritime Institute of  Malaysia,   Chief 
Executive Officer and Program Director , Maritime 
Academies of  Maldives, Captain Adhil Rasheed shared 
their thoughts on importance of maritime education and 

emerging needs of maritime sector. President,
 

Karachi
 

Women
 
Chamber

 
of

 
Commerce

 
and

 
Industry, Rizwana 

Shahid,
 
President,

 
Pakistan

 
Employers Federation and 

member of PMA Board of
 

Governors, Majyed Aziz and Ms. 

Seema Iqbal
 

from
 

Greenwich University also spoke on 
different issues of the maritime sector.

 
 Chairman

 
China

 
Shipbuilding

 
Calls

 
On

 
Admiral

 Abbasi,
 
Discusses

 
to

 
Expand

 
Cooperation

 
 21st

 
April, 2018

 Source: Business Recorder
 

Chairman, China Shipbuilding Industry Corporation, 
Hu Wenming met visiting Chief of Naval Staff (CNS) 
Admiral Zafar Mahmood Abbasi

 

and vowed to continue to 
expand cooperation with Pakistan navy at multiple levels 



   

and open a new chapter of cooperation for mutual benefit 
and development between two sides.

 

During the meeting held in a cordial and friendly 
atmosphere, the two sides discussed the course and 
achievements of the cooperation over the years and 
regarding the future. They also discussed to further 
intensify cooperation and deepen mutually beneficial 
cooperation and conducted in-depth exchanges.

 

Deputy General Manager of China Shipbuilding 
Industry Corporation, Yang Jincheng also attended the 
meeting, the Chinese media reported. Hu Wenming 
welcomed the distinguished guest and his delegation and 
expressed his gratitude to the Pakistani navy for its long-
term trust and support for the China Shipbuilding Industry 
Corporation.

 

The chairman informed that currently, it is actively 
serving the construction of the "Belt and Road Initiative" 
and vigorously practices the "going out" strategy. The 
products have been exported to 14 countries in Asia, Africa 
and Latin America and have established business contacts 
with more than 30 countries, he added. 

Hu Wenming stated that Sino-Pakistan friendship has a 
long history. Sino- Pakistan Heavy Industries and the 
Pakistan Navy have long-term and friendly cooperation 
foundation. The two sides have carried out all-round 
cooperation in related fields such as naval equipment, 
shipyard upgrading, personnel training, and technology 
transfer, and achieved great results, he added. 

Hu Wenming hopes to continue to expand the sincere 
cooperation with the Pakistani navy at multiple levels in 
various fields and open up a new chapter in open 
cooperation, mutual benefit, and development between the 
two sides. Admiral Abbasi thanked China Shipbuilding for 
its long-term support for the development of the Pakistan 
Navy. He said that China and Pakistan have a proven 
historical relationship, adding, China Shipbuilding has a 
very strong force in the development of naval equipment.

 

He stated the cooperation between the Pakistan Navy 
and China Shipbuilding Corporation will further 
consolidate the all-weather strategic cooperative 
partnership between China and Pakistan. The level of 
military equipment cooperation between the two countries 
and the establishment of the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) is important for maintaining regional 
security and stability.

 

The Pakistan Navy hopes to further strengthen 
cooperation with China Shipbuilding Corporation, expand 
the scope of cooperation, and deepen mutual benefit and 
win-win results. Pakistan Ambassador to China Masood 

Khalid, Deputy Chief of Staff of Pakistani Navy and 
Chairman of Karachi Shipyard Pakistan and Head of China 
Shipbuilding related departments and units attended the 
meeting.

 

Steel Cutting Ceremony Held For Pakistan’s First 
Damen 1900 Opv

 

22nd
 
April 2018

 

Source: Quwa News
 

 

Dutch shipbuilder Damen Shipyards conducted the 
steel-cutting ceremony for the first of two

 
Damen

 
1800

 

offshore
 
patrol

 
vessels

 
(OPV)

 
ordered by the

 
Pakistan

 

Navy
 
in June 2017. The event was revealed by the Pakistan 

Navy through its
 

official
 

news
 

publication
 

for April 2018.
 

 

Pakistan's first OPV is being built at Damen's Galati 
shipyard in Romania. The second will be constructed in 
Pakistan at Karachi Shipyard & Engineering Works 
(KSEW) with material support from Damen. Pakistan 
originally  finalized  its  order  for two OPVs in June 2017.  

According to a statement by Pakistan's Ministry of 
Defence Production (MoDP) at the time, the Damen OPVs 
are to be used for "anti surface [and] anti air operations, 
maritime security operations, day/night helicopter 
operations, combat search and rescue, and surveillance and 
intelligence gathering operations". In terms of 
specifications, the OPVs have a hull-length of 90 m, 
maximum speed of 22 knots and full-load displacement of 
1,900 tons. Based on the specifications as well as the image 
used in the Navy's own news report, Pakistan's OPV 1900 is 
a variant of the Damen OPV 1800.  

As per Damen, the OPV 1800 –  while slightly shorter at 
83 m in length –  has a top speed of 22 knots and 
displacement of 1,800 tons. It has a ferry range of 5,000 
nm and endurance of 30 days. The flight deck and hangar 
can support a naval helicopter of up to 11 tons (the Sea 
King has a total weight of 9.7 tons).

 

GMS: Pakistani Scrapyards Ready
 

to Reopen to 
Tankers

 
 24th

 
April, 2018

 Source: World Maritime News
 

 Pakistan's shipbreaking yards seem to have reached an 
end of a near 18-month saga

 
as they are ready to reopen 

their doors to tankers,
 

according to
 

a report from
 

GMS, a 
cash buyer of ships for recycling.

 
The country's provincial government signed off 

and
 
consented to the lifting of restrictions on import of 

tankers imposed in February 2017, in the aftermath of two 
major incidents in Gadani shipbreaking yards.

 



 

 

GMS said that the final two signatures
 

required
 

for the 
Pakistani market to reopen for tankers were delivered last 
week. Other than the issuance of No Objection Certificates 
(NOC), expected early this week,

 
“nearly everything is in 

place for wet units to start arriving to Gadani yards.”
 

Tankers will have to be totally gas free for hot works 
clean, with all cargo residues, slops and sludges completely 
cleaned from all cargo and slop tanks, similar to the Indian 
and Bangladeshi guidelines. Hot works certificates issued 
at the last port of call, rather than the more stringent local 
explosives inspector demands in Alang and Chittagong, 
may allegedly be locally accepted. 

“What seems clear is that Pakistani levels will not 
immediately jump up to match cash buyer expectations 
and a fair degree of lowballing is likely to ensue as end 
buyers seek to acquire a bargain or two,” GMS said. 

“It may be a case of waiting to see who blinks first, as 
most cash buyers will certainly not offload tonnage at 
some of the below market rates emanating from Pakistan 
and will likely hold out, bearing in mind the recent 
slowdown of fresh market offerings.” 

Demolition of tankers and liquefied petroleum gas 
(LPG) carriers was banned at Pakistan's Gadani 
shipbreaking yards following the incidents, caused by the 
absence of safety measures. These included an explosion on 
November 1, 2016, which killed at least 28 workers, and 
a

 
fire

 
on January 9, 2017, which took the lives of another 5 

workers.
 

Gwadar Port on the Rise: Gwadar Development 
Authority

 

24th

 
April, 2018

 Source:
 

The
 

Daily
 

Times
 

 Pakistani Officials hope that Gwadar
 

will be the new 
Dubai as it is not only a strategically located fishing port 
but also a gateway to China and Central Asia's economy. 
The authorities plan to turn Gwadar into a duty-free port 
and an economic zone like Dubai.

 

Gwadar is situated

 
on the shores of Arabian Sea near 

Iran and the mouth of Persian Gulf. Pakistan aims to build 
it as a regional commercial, industrial and shipping hub 
under China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project. 
The main objective of designing Gwadar is to make it a 
shorter trade route for China via Pakistan to the Middle 
East. The trade route will definitely boost Pakistan's 
economy along the way.

 

However, Gwadar has been facing water issues as it 
hasn't rained there for three years. A representative of the 
development authority working under provincial 
government of Balochistan stressed that the climate change 
was affecting

  
the region and was the reason for its thirst 

for water. 
 

He added that since there is no rain, there is no fresh 
water, which is leading to  water issues. The representative 
further added that the Akra Kaur reservoir had tried two 
years ago, so water is brought from a farther source now, 
while adding that the water coming in is contaminated with 
waterborne diseases. It is not feasible to resolve the issue 
by tapping groundwater as the underground water is salty.  

Authorities claim that the first phase of development 
has been completed and is growing rapidly. The total area 
carries about a population of 100,000 people which may 
increase to 500,000 by 2020.  
 

CNS Highlights Pak Navy's Role in Maritime 
Security  

26th
 April, 2018  

Source: The News International  
 
Chief of the Naval Staff (CNS) Admiral Zafar Mahmood 

Abbasi visited Iran to attend 6th Indian Ocean Naval 
Symposium (IONS) Conclave of Chiefs (CoC) 2018 held in 
Tehran, from April 22 to 25. The event involved panel 
discussions on issues related to maritime security of Indian 
Ocean and a meeting between Chiefs of Navy of IONS 
members and observer nations.

 

During panel discussion, Vice Admiral
 

(R) Iftikhar 
Ahmed presented

 
a paper on "Maritime Trade Vision of 

Indian Ocean", said a press release. Admiral Zafar 
Mahmood Abbasi

 
also briefed the participants on 

''Maritime Perspective of Pakistan'' with special focus on 
PN contributions to regional maritime security and 
opportunities offered by CPEC to the region. During the 
brief he also highlighted the challenges to Indian Ocean

 security.

 
 



 
ACTIVITY AT KARACHI PORT (01-30 April 2018) 

Source: Business Recorder 

Date  Import in Tonnes Export in Tonnes Total 

03-Apr-18 159,896 58,074 217,970 

04-Apr-18 90,201 66,425 156,626 

05-Apr-18 149,642 89,248 238,890 

06-Apr-18 138,403 69,928 208,331 

07-Apr-18 62,028 50,645 112,673 

10-Apr-18 195,855 102,472 298,327 

11-Apr-18 124,896 58,548 183,444 

12-Apr-18 130,219 56,091 186,310 

14-Apr-18 61,925 38,191 100,116 

17-Apr-18 142,600 64,695 207,295 

18-Apr-18 134,357 49,765 184,122 

19-Apr-18 90,849 47,609 138,458 

20-Apr-18 127,692 45,667 173,359 

24-Apr-18 161,141, 73,630 234,771 

25-Apr-18 140,541 74,505 215,046 

26-Apr-18 102,309 72,765 175,074 

27-Apr-18 89,520 70,122 159,642 

28-Apr-18 81,607 42,251 123,858 

Monthly Total 1,390,022 704,082 2,094,104 



ACTIVITY AT PORT QASIM (01-30 April 2018) 

 

Source: Business Recorder

Date  Import in Tonnes Export in Tonnes Total 

03-Apr-18 93,107 68,032 161,139 

04-Apr-18 140,903 36,873 177,776 

05-Apr-18 95,069 20,103 115,172 

06-Apr-18 131,644 70,834 202,478 

07-Apr-18 42,692 48,615 91,307 

10-Apr-18 56,075 52,056 108,131 

11-Apr-18 126,213 30,191 156,404 

12-Apr-18 106,237 24,141 130,378 

14-Apr-18 125,671 17,202 142,873 

17-Apr-18 94,647 51,794 146,441 

18-Apr-18 104,980 21,919 126,899 

19-Apr-18 124,148 38,588 162,736 

20-Apr-18 165,265 57,056 222,321 

24-Apr-18 120,960 339,15 154,875 

25-Apr-18 152,133 32,566 184,699 

26-Apr-18 124,995 28,044 153,039 

27-Apr-18 56,177 23,864 80,041 

28-Apr-18 98,262 41,382 139,644 

Monthly Total 1,959,178 663,260 2,656,353 



Royal Navy Opens Base in Bahrain

 
 

Global
 

Source: Maritime Executive
 

 

The Royal Navy formally opened its new naval support 
facility in a ceremony at Mina Salman port in Bahrain.

 
The 

facility will play a central role in the UK's ability to operate 
in the region, and it will be the hub of the Royal Navy's 
operations in the Gulf, Red Sea and Indian Ocean.

 
"Our 

armed forces are the face of Global Britain and our 
presence in Bahrain will play a vital role in keeping Britain 
safe as well as underpinning security in the Gulf," said 
defense secretary Gavin Williamson.

 
"Britain is a major 

player on the world stage and this new Naval Support 
Facility will help us tackle the growing threats to our nation 
wherever they are across the globe."

 
 

The facility will provide a key strategic base east of Suez 
for Britain, its allies and coalition partners. It will provide a 
self-sufficient operating base capable of meeting the needs 
of any British warship operating in the region, including 
Britain's new aircraft carriers, the HMS Queen 
Elizabeth and HMS Prince of Wales. It will be home to just 
over 300 British military personnel and supporting 
civilians, and accommodates up to nearly 550 people for 
short periods. 

 

The ceremony was attended by General Sir Chris 
Deverell, Commander of the UK's Joint Forces Command, 
Commodore Steve Dainton, United Kingdom Maritime 
Component Commander (UKMCC) and Prince Andrew 
Duke of York, as well as HRH Crown Prince Salman Bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa and Field Marshal Khalifa Bin Ahmed Al 
Khalifa, Commander in Chief of the Bahrain Defence Force. 

Russian Navy Considering Permanent Presence in 
Northeastern Part of Black Sea 

 
Regional

 
Source: Sputnik News

 
 The command of Russia's Black Sea Fleet is considering 

the issue of ensuring the safety of navigation in the north-
eastern part of the Black Sea, in particular, the permanent 
presence of naval forces and equipment in this area, in 
addition to maritime border guards, a Crimean security 
source told Sputnik.

 
On March 26, Ukrainian border 

guards detained the Russian ship Nord, claiming that its 
crew had violated the sea border. The Russian Foreign 
Ministry

 
demands the Ukrainian side to

 
return the 

captured
 

ship, which is in
 

the Ukrainian port of
 

Berdyansk, 
and to

 
release the crew.

 
 

"The threat of

 
Ukrainian state piracy has already 

emerged: if the appropriate order is received, the
 

Black
 

Sea
 

Fleet, including its aviation, will begin to
 

ensure the safety 
of

 
Russian shipping, that is, will be present in

 
the north-

eastern part of
 

the Black Sea and in
 

the zone of
 

the Azov 
basin," the source said.

  
 

Aggressive actions of
 

Ukrainian maritime border guards 
in

 
international waters represent not only the risk 

of
 
seizure of

 
Russian vessels, but

 
also the formation 

of
 
state-level piracy, the source stressed.

 
Meanwhile, the 

first deputy chair of
 

the Russian upper house's defense 
committee said earlier that US statements that Russia is 
allegedly increasing its military presence in

 
the Black Sea 

are "direct lies", adding that the "number of
 

accusations 
against

 
Russia" from

 
US are seeking to

 
divert attention 

from
 
the military build-up of

 
the United States in

 
the 

region.  
 

The statement came after  the US media reported that 
according to  a US military official, the US Navy was 
increasing its  presence  in  the Black Sea in  a bid to  resist the 
Russian armed forces build-up in  the area.  
 

India-US-Japan Discuss South China Sea Tensions; 
Indo-Pacific region  
 
Regional  
Source: The Economic Times  

 
India, Japan and the United States held their 9th 

Trilateral Meeting here to give momentum to the Indo-
Pacific construct through partnership with like-minded 
countries in the region including ASEAN amid rising 
tensions in the South China Sea region and Beijing's 
growing expansionist ambitions.   

  The three sides led by their Joint Secretaries also 
discussed how to involve ASEAN countries to safeguard 
security and stability of the Indo-Pacific region. The issue 
of the need for ASEAN centrality to ensure the group's role 
in safeguarding Indo-Pacific region was also discussed, 
indicated persons familiar with the development.

  
 
  

The current tensions in the South China Sea region was 
also on the agenda of discussion as the three sides 
emphasised on Freedom of Navigation through the region. 
This comes amid Vietnam's apprehension that tension in 
the South China Sea will hurt PetroVietnam's offshore 
exploration and exploitation activities this year, weeks after 
the Southeast Asian nation suspended a Spanish project 
under pressure from China.

  
In accordance with the directions received from their 

Foreign Ministers, who met in New York on 18 September 



2017 on the margins of UNGA, the officials explored 
practical steps to enhance cooperation in the areas of 
connectivity and infrastructure development; counter-
proliferation; counter-terrorism; maritime security, 
maritime domain awareness and HADR.

  

The officials reviewed the outcomes of the Trilateral 
Infrastructure

 
Working Group that met in Washington in 

February and agreed to continue to collaborate to promote 
increased connectivity in the Indo-Pacific.

  
All sides agreed 

to remain engaged and strengthen cooperation in support 
for a free, open, prosperous, peaceful and inclusive Indo-
Pacific region through partnership with countries in the 
region.

  

The meeting was held in the backdrop of reports that 
the U.S. Navy could conduct drills at or near the South 
China Sea amid rising tensions with Beijing over trade 
tariffs
 

and Chinese plans to deploy its first domestic 
aircraft carrier, according to Hong Kong press 
reports.  Chinese-language newspaper Oriental Daily News 
reported Tuesday the Theodore Roosevelt Carrier Strike 
Group anchored at Singapore port and may soon be 
deployed to the South China Sea.  

The group, led by Carrier Strike Group 9, is planning to 
conduct operations for the Seventh Fleet, and could 
conduct joint exercises with the militaries of other 
countries, the report states.  

Singapore, US Navies Hold Maritime Exercise 

Regional 
Source: The Strait Times 

 

Two Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) warships began 
a passage exercise (Passex) with United States Navy vessels 
in the southern reaches of the South China Sea within 
international waters. Formidable-class frigate RSS 
Supreme and missile corvette RSS Valiant will join aircraft 
carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt, missile-guided destroyer 
USS Sampson and missile-guided cruiser USS Bunker Hill 
in the two-day exercise.

 

It will include gunnery firing against a target, anti-air 
defence, manoeuvring and helicopter landings, said the 
RSN.
 

It added that the training area is where RSN 
traditionally conducts exercises, and that the Passex allows 
the RSN and the US Navy "to enhance interoperability and 
benchmark standards against each other".

 

Passex sessions are commonly conducted between 
navies to strengthen mutual understanding and ties, and 
enhance interoperability, among other aims. The RSN 
regularly conducts Passex sessions with visiting navies 
from countries such as India, China and France. Its most 
recent Passex session was conducted with the Australian 

navy in the Malacca Strait last month.

 

The RSN and US 
Navy have conducted bilateral exercises, which include 
Passex sessions, since the 1970s.

 

In a statement, USS Sampson Commanding Officer 
Timothy D. LaBenz said the latest Passex session "offered a 
unique opportunity to further our capabilities to operate 
with and learn from one another".

 
"It's an excellent test for 

our watchstanders to exercise their flexibility as warfighters 
and to interact with partner navies in a tactical 
environment," he added, referring to personnel who keep 
watch on the bridge and over machinery.

 

The USS Theodore Roosevelt aircraft carrier, measuring 
about 330m long and home to a crew of about 5,000 navy 
personnel, made its first port visit to Singapore on Monday. 
"This was a unique opportunity to further our capabilities 
to operate with and learn from one another," said its 
commanding officer, Captain Carlos Sardiello.  

The carrier was moored at the RSS Singapura-Changi 
Naval Base, where it held ship tours and key leader 
engagements with visitors at the invitation of the US 
Embassy. It is part of the Theodore Roosevelt Carrier Strike 
Group that will continue maritime security patrols, 
presence operations, and training with partners and allies 
throughout the Asia-Pacific region.  

In Major Ocean Policy Shift, Security and Remote-
Island Defense Set to Become Japan’s Top Priority  
 
Regional  
Source: The Japan Times  
 

The government has proposed shifting the focus of its 
basic ocean policy from resources to security through a 
review it conducts every five years, amid concerns over 
Chinese maritime aggression and North Korea's missile 
and nuclear programs.  
 

According to a draft of the new plan shown to task 
forces from the Liberal Democratic Party and coalition 
partner Komeito, 

 
the government plans to make coastal 

security and remote-island defense the top policy priority.
 

 The draft cites Chinese government ships' and warships 
repeated intrusions into Japanese

 
waters as well as North 

Korea's firing of missiles into Japan's exclusive economic 
zone as reasons for the major priority shift from the current 
focus on maritime resources development and 
management. "Our nation's maritime interests are exposed 
to serious threats and risks more than ever before," the 
draft says. The situation increasingly worsen unless 
necessary measures are taken, it adds.

 
 The government is aiming for the proposed plan to be 
adopted at an April 27 Cabinet meeting, so that it can be 



incorporated into the country's basic defense program, 
scheduled to be reviewed at the end of this year.

 
 

The draft underscores the importance of establishing a 
maritime domain awareness system for sharing 
information collected by Japanese government agencies 
and other countries for use in monitoring unidentified 
vessels and handling natural disasters.

 
 

Specifically, it calls for beefing up radars set up on Self -
Defense

 
Forces aircraft and along coasts and utilizing 

advanced satellites belonging to the Japan Aerospace 
Exploration Agency (JAXA). Referring extensively to 
China's maritime expansion, the draft puts "unilateral 
moves to change the status quo and attempts to establish 
such changes as accomplished facts" in sea lanes in the 
Indian Ocean and the South China Sea as threats to Japan.

 

To block such moves, Japan plans to bolster its 
involvement in port development and management in 
countries along the shipping lanes while also helping them 
build maritime security capabilities, the draft says. 

 

In view of China's stepped-up resources development in 
the Arctic, the government has also upgraded "Arctic policy 
promotion" to one of major goals in the new plan. To 
enhance the plan's effectiveness, the 86-page draft makes 
clear each government agency's responsibilities and 
elaborates on measures to be taken. The government is 
aiming next to create a road map for the plan to check the 
progress of specific programs each fiscal year. 

 
China, Vietnam Promise to Keep Peace in South 
China Sea 

 
Regional 
Source: Channel News Asia 

 
China and Vietnam vowed to keep the peace in the 

South China Sea, the resource-rich waterway that has long 
been a source of tension between Hanoi and its 
powerhouse communist neighbour.

 
China claims most of 

the disputed sea, which is believed to be rich in oil and gas 
reserves and is highly strategic for trade and defence.

 
 Beijing has built up artificial islands capable of hosting 

military installations in recent years, stoking ire from 
claimants like Vietnam, which has emerged as China's most 
vocal opponent in the waterway.

 
Foreign ministers from 

China and Vietnam vowed to address disputes peacefully.
 

 "Both sides should abide by the basic governing 
principles on resolving maritime issues. Both sides should 
not apply unilateral measures that would complicate the 
situation," China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi told reporters 
in Hanoi during an official visit to Vietnam.

 
His 

Vietnamese counterpart echoed calls to peacefully resolve 
disputes. "We are ready to work with China to resolve 

arising issues," Vietnamese Foreign Minister Pham Binh 
Minh told reporters.

 
 

He added both sides should "properly manage 
differences, not expand disputes (and) respect legitimate 
rights and interests of the other in accordance with 
international law".

  
Taiwan, Brunei and the Philippines 

also have claims in the sea. But the Philippines' China-
friendly leader Rodrigo Duterte has backed off disputes 
with Beijing after a landmark international tribunal ruling 
in 2016 in Manila's favour.

 
 

Vietnam's tensions with Beijing in the waterway have 
largely played out behind closed doors. But violent protests 
erupted in Vietnam in 2014 after Beijing moved an oil rig 
into Vietnamese-claimed territory. In the face of continued 
tensions with Beijing, Vietnam has publicly promoted 
deepening security ties with the US in recent weeks.

 
 

Earlier this month, a US aircraft carrier made a historic 
visit to Vietnam -  the first since the end of the war in 1975 -
 and last week Washington handed  over six patrol boats 
and equipment worth a combined US$20 million to Hanoi.  

Before his official meetings with Vietnamese leaders on 
Sunday, the Chinese foreign minister attended a regional 
summit on economic cooperation in Vietnam, calling for 
open trade  and deriding protectionism.  
 

"Protectionism harms others without benefiting oneself, 
it is a one-way street that leads nowhere," Wang said on 
Saturday, also lauding Beijing's ambitious Belt and Road 
initiative that has flooded Southeast Asia with Chinese 
investments.  
 

Observers say China is seeking to boost its trade 
dominance in the region amid a perceived US retreat from 
Asia -  especially after US President Donald Trump pulled 
out of the massive Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade 
deal last year. Wang,  who was promoted to state councillor 
this month -  making him a ranking member of China's 
cabinet -

 
will leave Hanoi on Monday after meeting with 

Vietnam's Communist Party chief Nguyen Phu Trong.
 

 Xi Jinping's China Shows off Force in South China 
Sea

 
 Regional

 Source: CNN
 

 Chinese President Xi Jinping oversaw the largest naval 
parade in his country's history Thursday, as China 
concluded two days of military drills in the hotly contested 
South China Sea, a massive show of strength amid growing 
tensions with the United States.

 
At least 10,000 personnel 

took part in drills, which involved 48 naval vessels and 76 
fighter jets, said the country's Defense Ministry.

 
 Xi, dressed in camouflage military fatigues and 
speaking aboard the Chinese destroyer Changsha,

 

called for 



further modernization efforts, and underlined his goal of 
transforming the country's navy into a "world-class force" 
under the leadership of the

 
Chinese Communist Party.

 

China's only aircraft carrier, the Liaoning, took part in the 
parade with a display of J-15 fighter jets under Xi's 
observation.

 
 

Since coming to power in 2012, Xi has overseen 
considerable growth in Chinese naval power. Whereas 
previously the country's navy was largely defensive and 
confined to its immediate coastal waters, today it boasts 
significant "blue-water" capabilities, meaning it can project 
force into areas such as the Indian and Pacific oceans.

 

But it's the South China Sea that represents the biggest 
potential challenge. The Chinese government claims a huge 
swath of territory across the sea, overlapping with claims of 
the Philippines and Vietnam, among others.

 
 

The massive PLA navy drills in the South China Sea sent 
a clear signal to the other claimants in the region, as well as 
the US, Collin Koh, research fellow at the S. Rajaratnam 
School of International Studies' Maritime Security 
Program, told CNN. "The PLA Navy is there and they're 
there to stay," he said. 

 

China Confronts Australian Warships in Disputed 
South China Sea as World War 3 Fears Loom 

 
20th April, 2018 
Source: express.com.uk 

 
Australian warships were confronted by the Chinese 

navy as the vessels passed through the disputed South 
China Sea. The Chinese navy was conducting military 
exercises when they sent the Australian ships a "robust" 
response, defence sources said. Australia's HMAS Anzac, 
HMAS Toowoomba and HMAS Success were challenged by 
the Chinese People's Liberation Army's navy as they were 
transiting towards Vietnam for a three-day goodwill visit. 

Defence sources said the confrontation occurred while 
China was conducting live-fire drills along its southeast 
coastline –

 
where expert have feared World War 3 could 

break out.
 

Beijing's hostility in the South China Sea has 
been growing with recent satellite images showing it has 
been aggressively investing into upgrading infrastructures 
and deploying resources in the region's disputed islands.

 

The Australian Prime Minister has blasted any attempt 
by the Chinese to interfere with Australia's right to travel 
through the South China Sea. "in accordance with 
international law". Malcolm

 
Turnbull

 
said:

 
"We

 
maintain

 and
 

practice
 

the
 

right
 

of
 

freedom
 

of
 

navigation
 

and
 overflight

 
throughout

 
the
 

world
 

and,
 

in
 

this
 

context,
 

we're
 talking

 
about

 
naval

 
vessels

 
on

 
the

 
world's

 
oceans,

 
including

 the

 

South

 

China

 

Sea,

 

as

 

is

 

our

 

perfect

 

right

 

in

 

accordance

 with

 

international

 

law."
 

Meanwhile an Australian Department of Defence 
statement added: "The Australian Defence Force has 
maintained a robust program of international engagement 
with countries in and around the South China Sea for 
decades. "This includes bilateral and multilateral military 
exercises, port visits, maritime surveillance operations and 
ship transits."

 

China's Ministry of Defence hit back at the reports, 
saying they "are different from the facts". "On April 15 
China's naval vessels encountered Australian naval ships in 
the South China Sea. China's ships used professional 
language to communicate with the Australian

 
side. China's 

operation is lawful and conforms to conventions. It is 
professional and safe."

 

Nigerian
 
Hackers

 
Steal

 
Thousands

 
of

 
Dollars

 
From

 

Shipping
 
Firms

 
 

Regional  

Source: Guardian  
 

Nigerian hackers, grouped as Gold Galleon, are menacing 
shipping firms and bleeding them of thousands of dollars. 
Network security firm Secureworks has red-flagged the 
group, whose focus appears solely to be the maritime 
industry.  
 
The group, according to a report by Maritime Executive, an 
online platform, uses basic email scams and publicly 
available hacking software to try to steal hundreds of 
thousands of dollars from unsuspecting ship managers and 
service providers. Secureworks said Gold Galleon is a group 
of about 20 individuals who work together to hack 
maritime firms all over the world using basic techniques. 
They rent hacking tools for just a few dollars per month; 
they communicate via Skype; and they identify targets 
using online company directories  and commercially-
available contact lists.  
 
While the criminal gang uses an online proxy service to 
disguise its location, several cues indicate that it is of 
Nigerian origin, Secureworks said. The group 
communicates in pidgin, an English creole language, and it 
uses phrases associated with a Nigerian social organization 
called the "Buccaneeers Confraternity" for usernames and 
passwords.

 
 

Australia And Canada To Monitor North Korean 
Ships

 
Global

 Source: Reuters
 

 Australia's Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull said that 
the country will send a military patrol aircraft to monitor 



North Korean vessels suspected of transferring prohibited 
goods in defiance of United Nations sanctions.

 
 

Canada also plans to deploy patrol aircraft for such 
activities, and surveillance planes from both countries will 
be based in the U.S. military's Kadena air base on Japan's 
southern island of Okinawa, the Japanese government said 
in a separate statement.

 
 

The announcements came a day after the leaders of 
North and South Korea pledged at an historic summit to 
work for the complete denuclearisation of the Korean 
peninsula. However, U.S. President Donald Trump, who is 
also set to meet North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, said he 
would maintain pressure on Pyongyang through sanctions 
that were imposed in a bid to rein in the North's missile 
and nuclear programs.

 
 

Australia, a staunch U.S. ally, also promised to keep up 
economic and diplomatic pressure on North Korea. "We do 
have a P-8A surveillance aircraft that is going to be working 
in the region to monitor compliance with sanctions, and 
that is part of our collaboration with our partners in that 
exercise to enforce those U.N. sanctions," Turnbull said, 
speaking during a televised news conference. "What has 
been occurring is that sanctions have been evaded by 
transferring materials from ship to ship…to add to the 
surveillance of the area enables that to be identified and 
then, of course, those who are a party to that to be held 
responsible and brought to account." 

 
Turnbull and Foreign Minister Julie Bishop said 

pressure had to be kept on North Korea to ensure the 
Korean peninsula was 15enuclearized. The move by 
Australia and Canada to deploy patrol aircraft comes after a 
British warship arrived in Japan this month to join efforts 
to police U.N. sanctions imposed on North Korea over its 
nuclear and missile programs. 

 
"Japan welcomes these (surveillance) activities from the 

view point of upholding the maximum pressure on North 
Korea while maintaining the solidarity of the international 
community," the Japanese government said in a statement, 
referring to the moves by Australia, Canada and Britain.

 
 Senior U.S. officials said in February the Trump 

administration and key Asian allies were preparing to 
expand interceptions of ships suspected of violating the 
sanctions on North Korea. The strategy called for closer 
tracking of ships suspected of carrying banned weapons 
components and other prohibited cargo to and from North 
Korea. 

 
 

 

Military Communications Jammers Deployed at 
Chinese Bases in South China Sea

 

Regional
 

Source: Sputnik News
 

 

The Chinese military has begun to deploy more 
defensive fortifications in the South China Sea's Spratly 
Islands, including technology capable of interfering with 
radar and communications systems, according to a new 
report.

 
"China has deployed military jamming equipment 

to
 
its Spratly Island outposts," a US Defense Department 

official told the Wall Street Journal.
 

 

In addition to
 

developing long-term defense 
infrastructure in

 
the region, which trillions of

 
dollars 

of
 
goods transit annually, last week Chinese military forces 

started large-scale exercises in  the South China Sea.  

"There's some speculation as  to the motive of  the drills 
in  the  South China Sea, some attribute them to  the trade 
war," Collin Koh, a research fellow in  maritime security 
at  Nanyang Technological University in  Singapore,  told  

Sputnik  News  .  "I think one of  the very interesting 
observations is that the scale of  the more recent navy drills 
that we've seen, with  around 40-something vessels, these 
boats don't just come from  the East Sea, which is basically 
responsible [for the] South China Sea. What we are seeing 
here is basically a combination of  fleets from  the north and  
the south  —  in  terms of  the scale it's pretty unusual, I 
would say," the maritime security specialist observed.  

 
Notably, the expert said China was trying to "send a 

message" to  anyone who may seek to  meddle in  the South 
China Sea, "so it's not just to  the US but  also in  relation 
to  more recent statements made by  other interested 
powers  —  like  those in  Europe, for  example." Beijing has 
maintained that its military buildup across  the South China 
Sea is strictly for

 
defensive measures. However, Chinese 

outposts in
 

the South China Sea are strategically placed 
near

 
shipping lanes, US officials have noted.

 

"China's built up
 

reclaimed islands in
 

the South China 
Sea in

 
the past

 
year, with

 
aircraft hangars, military 

barracks and extended runways, to
 

the point where
 

China 
has seven operational bases in

 
the busy international 

shipping waterway," US Navy Admiral Harry Harris
 

said
 in

 
February.

 
China is "attempting to

 
assert de facto 

sovereignty over
 

disputed maritime features by
 

further 
militarizing its man-made bases,"

 
Harris noted. The key 

maritime region is the host of
 

multiple competing 
ownership claims over

 
fishing waters, oil fields, islets and 

reefs by
 
Taiwan, Vietnam, the Philippines, Brunei, 

Malaysia and Indonesia.
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Source: The Jakarta Post
 

The Indonesian Coal Mining Association (APBI) has 
called on the government to postpone implementing a new 
shipping policy that will oblige coal and crude palm oil 
(CPO) exporters to ship their commodities using only 
domestic shipping companies and insurance services.

 

The policy is stipulated in Trade Minister Regulation No. 
82/2017, which was issued last October and was to take 
effect at the end of April 2018.

 
As of today, APBI executive 

director Hendra Sinadia said, the government was still 
unable to guarantee the readiness of the country's shipping 
industry, including the number of local vessels available for 
exporting coal. 

 

"Such data should have been prepared before the 
regulation was issued. Hence, what we need now is for the 
government to revise the regulation [and] provide some 
certainty, especially for our foreign buyers," Hendra said. 

 

"Maybe it will take around a year or two years for the 
government to properly complete its data gathering before 
[it can] implement this kind of policy," he added. The 
Trade Ministry's data shows a total of 25,352 domestic 
vessels as of 2016, of which only 1.8 percent could be used 
to export coal. Nearly 43 percent of the domestic fleet has 
been in operation for 16-25 years, while many countries 
apply age restrictions for foreign-flagged tankers entering 
their ports. 

 
Japan’s April-June Steel Demand to Rise 
Marginally: METI 

 
Regional 
Source:

 
Platts

 
 

Japan's crude steel output during April-June will reach 
26.34 million mt, up 0.9% year on year but down 0.9% 
from from January-March, according to a new forecast 
released by Japan's Ministry of Economy Trade and 
Industry. METI said in the statement that the demand of 
finished carbon steel from the construction sector is 
expected to be up 0.1% on the year at 5.19 million mt.

 
 The higher demand stemming from urban development 

and from 2020 Tokyo Olympic-related projects is expected 
to be negated by the lower demand from the housing 
sector. The demand will also be down 3.3% from the 
previous quarter. In the manufacturing sector, the demand 
of finished carbon steel from auto and electronics is 

expected to fall as generally the first quarter of new fiscal 
year, April-March, witnesses slow demand.

 
 

Demand from shipbuilders is also expected to stay low 
but that from machineries will be firm. METI forecast the 
demand of finished carbon steel from manufactures to total 
7.01 million mt, up 1.5% year on year but down 2.9% from 
January-March.  Meanwhile, Meti said that exports in the 
first quarter of the fiscal year 2018-2019 will rise 5.2% year 
on year to 7.76 million mt. However, they will be down 
1.4% on the quarter.
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Source: Reuters  
 

Turkish Economy Minister Nihat Zeybekci has sent a 
letter to U.S. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross seeking an 
exemption from new U.S. import tariffs on steel and 
aluminium, a Turkish official said. Last month, U.S. 
President Donald Trump imposed import tariffs of 25 
percent on steel and 10 percent for aluminium. An adviser 
to President Tayyip Erdogan said at the time that Turkey 
could respond with its own measures.  
 
S.  Korea  revises  up  LNG  demand  forecasts  on  plan  
to  reduce  coal,  nuclear  

 
Regional   
Source:  Platts  

South Korea has revised up its LNG demand projections 
for the next several years on the back of its efforts to reduce 
reliance on coal and nuclear for power generation, the 
energy ministry said recently.  
 

LNG demand is now forecast to grow to 40.49 million 
mt in 2031, up 11.1% from this year's estimated 36.46 
million mt, the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy said 
in

 
its Long-term LNG Supply Plan. LNG demand for power 

generation is projected to increase 0.26% each year on 
average to 17.09 million mt in 2031, up from 16.52 million 
mt estimated for 2018.

 
 Demand for retail gas for households and businesses is 
forecast

 
to rise 1.24% annually to 23.4 million mt in 2031, 

up from 19.94 million mt estimated for 2018, it said. The 
forecast puts total LNG consumption growth at 0.81% 
annually over the next 13 years, well below an annual 
average rate of 5.1% the past 13 years.

 
  The new forecasts reverse the trend projected in the 
previous Long-term Supply Plan in December 2015, when 



the ministry said LNG demand would decrease to 33.96 
million mt in 2022 and 34.65 million mt in 2029, 
compared with 2014 consumption of 36.49 million mt, due 
to lower power generation demand. "But LNG demand is 
expected to get stronger as the country is shifting away 
from coal and nuclear fuel," the ministry said. President 
Moon Jae-in, who took office in May last year, has vowed 
to increase power generation using LNG and decrease the 
use of coal and nuclear in order to address mounting public 
concerns over air pollution and nuclear safety.

 
 

Under the country's long-term Basic Blueprint for 
Power Supply released in December last year, LNG's share 
in actual electricity production would climb to 18.8% in 
2030, up from 16.9% in 2017.
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Source: Reuters  

Qatargas said, it signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with the Electricity Generating 
Authority of Thailand (EGAT) to explore joint 
opportunities in the liquefied natural gas (LNG) business. 
The parties would "jointly identify and evaluate best 
practices in the LNG industry, particularly in the sharing of 
knowledge and expertise in procurement of LNG, LNG 
transportation, and floating storage and regasification 
units (FSRU)," Qatargas said in a statement. 

 
The MoU also includes the possibility of supplying LNG to 
Thailand, Qatargas said. Qatar is the world's biggest 
supplier of LNG. 

 
China’s Sinopec to More than Double LNG 
Capacity, Boost Shale Gas Output 

 
Regional 
Source: Reuters 

 
 

China's Sinopec group, parent of Sinopec Corp, aims to 
more than double

 
its receiving capacity of liquefied natural 

gas over the next six years and lift domestic shale gas 
production by two thirds by 2020.

 
The plans are part of the 

state energy firm's efforts for clean fuel production to 
account for half of its total energy supply by 2023. Sinopec 
will have 60 billion cubic meters (bcm) of natural gas 
supply capacity, which includes both imports and domestic 
production, by 2023, the group said.

 
It produced 27 bcm of 

gas in 2017.
 

 The group plans to add new receiving facilities for 
imported LNG along China's east coast to a total of 26 
million tonnes annually by 2023, up from the current 9 
million tonnes including the recently launched terminal in 
Tianjin. "We are going to expand (Qingdao) Dongjiakou 
terminal to

 

8 million tonnes and then 10 to 12 million 

tonnes by phases, same with Tianjin," Dai Zhaoming, the 
group's head of development and planning, told reporters, 
adding that expansion projects will only need local 
authorities' approval.

 
Sinopec will soon formally approve a 

plan to build a new terminal in eastern Zhejiang province, 
Dai said.
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China's iron ore futures extended losses and hit a 10-
month low on Tuesday on worries of a supply glut as the 
average daily steel output in March climbed to the highest 
level since September.

  
 

The world's biggest steel maker last month churned out 
a total of 73.98 million tonnes of steel, up 4.5 percent  from 
a year earlier, data from the National Bureau  of Statistics 
showed.   Average daily steel output in March reached 2.39 
million tonnes, the highest level since September and up 
2.8 percent from combined January-February level and 
also year-on-year, according to Reuters records.   "Output 
data is adding insult to injury as market has been under 
pressure due to weak demand," said Richard Lu, analyst at 
CRU consultancy in Beijing.   
 

The most-traded iron ore futures on the Dalian 
Commodity Exchange closed 1.6 percent lower at 439 yuan 
($69.93) a tonne on Tuesday, having dipped to their 
weakest level since June 27 at 434 yuan a tonne earlier in 
the day.   Construction steel rebar contracts for October 
delivery on the Shanghai Futures Exchange also settled 
down 0.6 percent at 3,384 yuan.   "Increase of steel output 
indicates production restrictions may be weaker than 
expected," said Lu.  
 
Pan  Ocean  Posts  51.1%  Jump  in  full-year  earnings  

 
Regional

 
Source: Straits Times

 
 South Korean bulk carrier Pan Ocean Co saw its full-
year net income jump 51.1 per cent to US$126.48 million 
on a 27.7 per cent increase in revenue as market conditions 
for dry bulk carriers improved in 2017. Earnings per share 
was US$0.23, up from US$0.16.

 
 Revenue for the 12 months ended Dec 31, 2017 rose to 
US$2.07 billion, up from US$1.62 billion for FY2016. Full-
year gross profit was 21.0 per cent higher year-on-year at 
US$233.55 million as the increase in revenue more than 
offset an increase in cost of

 
sales.

 
Other non-operating loss 

was 72 per cent lower at US$6.10 million.
 

 Pan Ocean said that the average Baltic Dry Index, a 
barometer for the health of the dry bulk shipping market, 



has risen over 70 per cent to 1,145 points from 673 points 
in 2016. This came as demand for commodities picked up 
while global fleet for dry bulk ships expanded just 
marginally. Pan Ocean added that dry bulk trade is 
expected to continue to strengthen this year while fleet 
growth for 2018 is projected at below 2.0 per cent, down 
from 2.9 per cent for 2017. Pan Ocean requested to lift a 
trading halt that was put in force before the release of its 
FY2017 financial results.

 
 

American Ports Voice Concern Over Trade War
 

Global
 

Source: Maritime Exective
 

 

The American Association of Port Authorities (AAPA) 
has written to U.S. Trade Representative Ambassador 
Robert Lighthizer urging him to carefully consider the 
negative impacts that trade sanctions and remedies can 
have on port and other trade-related American jobs 
nationwide, including the effects of likely retaliatory 
responses from U.S. trading partners.   

"We support and encourage steps focused on expanding 
exports rather than creating new import 

restrictions," states the AAPA in the letter. "With today's 
worldwide supply chain, American manufacturers, farmers 
and businesses often rely on ports to handle the raw 
materials and semi-finished components needed for 
production here in the United States. These imports enable 
U.S. manufacturers to export their products and enhance 
their international competitiveness." 

 

Creating and sustaining American jobs is a top priority 
of President Trump, a worthy goal that all can support, 
states the letter, noting that seaport cargo activity accounts 
for over one quarter of the U.S. economy, generates nearly 
$4.6 trillion in total annual economic activity and is 
responsible for $321 billion annually in federal, state and 
local tax revenues. The cargo moving through U.S. ports 
supports more than 23 million American jobs. For

 
every $1 

billion in exports shipped through U.S. seaports, 15,000 
jobs are created.

 
A 2016 AAPA survey showed that ports and their private 

sector partners plan to invest significantly in improving 
port infrastructure by spending $155 billion between 2016 
and 2020. As businessmen, however, they are concerned 
about making these investments in an unstable trade 
environment. Eliminating that uncertainty is especially 
important as this Administration seeks to find partners to 
build America's infrastructure, says the AAPA.

  
"America has always been a trading and maritime 

nation. It has made our country strong and a world leader 
in international trade. We believe it's vital that the U.S. 
economy and jobs can continue to benefit from jobs 
generated by trade, both exports and imports." The letter 
did not mention any specific trade sanctions.
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The Baltic Dry Index has surged 45pc in just three 
weeks, easing fears that the world economy has slammed 
on the brakes. The index dropped off sharply from its four-
year high during the first quarter of the year amid fears 
that buoyant global growth had hit the buffers. But the 
index has started the second quarter on a stronger footing.

 

The Baltic Dry Index is a trade indicator that measures 
shipping costs for commodities, tracking global trade and 
indicating the future direction of economic growth. It is 
seen as a global growth bellwether.

 
 

First-quarter growth figures in the UK, US and France 
showed that the global economy struggled to maintain its 
momentum following a stellar 2017. The index tracked the 
global dip in growth, nearly halving from its December 
peak of 1743 points to last month's eight-month low of 948. 
After surging 26pc last week, its sharpest increase since 
2014, it has recovered a further 23pc this week.  
 

Shipping analysts noted that global trade usually dips 
slightly in the first three months of the year to account for 
Chinese New Year, but this drop was deeper and longer 
than expected. The index plunged in the run-up to the 
financial crisis and analysts fretted over a step drop in the 
index in 2015 after it slumped to record lows.  

 
Strong  LNG  Demand,  Led  by  Asia,  May  be  Able  to  
Absorb  New  Supply  –  executives  
 
Global  
Source: Reuters  
 

Last year's strong demand for liquefied natural gas 
(LNG), led by Asia's major economies, is expected  to 
continue this year and should absorb some of the new 
supply coming onstream, industry executives said at a 
conference. 

 
The global LNG industry has been expecting 

prices to be depressed by a rush of supply as projects to 
produce 40 million to 50 million tonnes per year of LNG 
are coming online, mainly in Australia and the United 
States, over the next two years. But, a surge in Asian 
demand last year took the market by surprise, with some 
producers now expecting the new supply to be easily 
absorbed by the increasing consumption across Asia.

 
"For 

the past three years, we were told at every conference that 
we'll have a gas bubble, that gas is oversupplied, that we 
won't be able to sell LNG… but it's a bubble that never 
came," said Jean-Pierre Mateille, vice

 
president of trading 

at Total's gas and power division.
 

 Trade flow data on Thomson Reuters Eikon show global 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports have risen 40 percent 



since 2015, to almost 40 billion cubic metres (bcm) a 
month. Growth accelerated in 2017, with imports up by a 
fifth, largely because of rising demand in China, but also in 
South Korea and Japan.

 
 

China, which overtook South Korea as the world's 
second-largest LNG importer in 2017, will still import large 
volumes of LNG this year though at a slower pace, the 
executives said. China's LNG imports soared after the 
government ordered millions of homes to switch to natural 
gas and electric heating from coal to counter rising air 
pollution. This switch will continue to boost LNG imports 
into the country this year, Total's Mateille told the LNG 
Forum 2018 conference.
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Iran's light crude oil price rose $1.68 in the week ended 
on April 20 to reach its highest record in 2018. The Iranian 
light crude price settled at $69.79 per barrel in the 
mentioned week, IRNA reported. The country's light oil 
price was reported $65.39 on average since the beginning 
of 2018 until April 20. Iran's heavy crude oil also 
experienced a $1.89 rise in the said week to settle at $67.56 
per barrel. The country has sold heavy crude at $63.88 on 
average since the beginning of 2018 until the mentioned 
date.  

  
During the said week, Organization of Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (OPEC)'s basket price stood at $69.50 
per barrel with $1.83 increase compared to the preceding 
week. Oil prices rose to late 2014 highs in the mentioned 
week, buoyed as U.S. crude inventories declined and as 
expectations rose that Saudi Arabia would keep 
withholding supply to prop up the market. 

 
EU a Step Closer to Trade Agreements with Japan, 
Singapore

 
 

Global
 Source: World Maritime News

 
 The

 
European Commission has taken the first step 

towards the conclusion of trade agreements with Japan and 
Singapore by presenting the deals to the Council to 
eventually be adopted.

 
The agreement with Japan is the 

biggest bilateral trade partnership ever negotiated by the 
European Union,

 
the European Community Shipowners' 

Associations (ECSA) said.
 

 It will remove the vast majority of customs duties, that 
cost EU companies exporting to Japan some EUR 1 billion 
a year, which could in turn lead to an increase of EU 
exports to Japan by over one third.

 

“It contains obligations 
to maintain open and non-discriminatory access to 

international maritime services such as transport and 
auxiliary services, as well as access to ports and port 
services,”

 
Martin Dorsman, ECSA's Secretary General,

 
said.

 
 

The trade and investment agreements with Singapore are 
the EU's first completed bilateral deals with a member of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). With 
these agreements, the EU has made an important stride 
towards setting high standards and rules for the important 
and fast-growing Southeast Asian region. “With Japan and 
Singapore agreements Europe sends a strong message to 
the world in support of fair and regulated 
trade,”

 
Dorsman continued.

 

Around 90% of world trade in goods is carried by the 
international shipping industry and European shipowners 
control 40% of the world's merchant fleet and operate 
shipping services all over the world, he informed.

 

Once approved by the Council, the agreements would be 
sent  to the European Parliament, aiming for the entry into 
force before the end of the current mandate of the 
European Commission in 2019. The investment protection 
agreement with Singapore will follow its ratification 
procedure also at Member State level.  

OPEC  Cuts  May  Go  Deeper  as  Another  Member  
Sees  Output  Slump  
 
Global  
Source: Bloomberg  

 
While plunging output in Venezuela captures the oil 

world's attention, problems are quietly festering in another 
OPEC nation. Angola, once Africa's biggest crude producer, 
is suffering sharp declines at under-invested offshore 
fields, with output dropping almost three times as much as 
the nation pledged in an accord with fellow OPEC 
members. With the losses set to accelerate —  a shipping 
program seen by Bloomberg News shows crude exports will 
fall in June to the lowest since at least 2008 —

 
the cartel 

risks tightening supply too much.
 

"Angola has a serious 
problem, with its decline rates becoming increasingly 
visible," said Richard Mallinson, an analyst at consultants 
Energy Aspects Ltd. in London. "The low figure in June 
doesn't look like a pattern of maintenance but points to 
steeper, structural declines."

 
 The Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries and 

its allies have succeeded in wiping out an oil glut through 
production cuts launched in early 2017, boosting prices to a 
three-year high above $75 a barrel. Their efforts have been 
aided by accidental losses in member nation Venezuela, 
which is cutting six times the amount it promised as a 
spiraling economic crisis batters its oil industry.
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United Arab Emirates: Emirates Global Aluminium, the 
largest industrial company in the United Arab Emirates 
outside oil and gas, and Abu Dhabi Ports have opened a 
facility which will reduce trucking of EGA's aluminium 
within Khalifa Industrial Zone Abu Dhabi (KIZAD) by over 
290,000 kilometres per year,

 
reducing costs and 

environmental emissions.
 

 

The new container freight station will be used to load 
metal into containers for transfer onto ships for export. It 
has been purpose built by Abu Dhabi Ports close to EGA's 
Al Taweelah site to reduce the trucking distance for each 
consignment by approximately 17 kilometres. 

 

Last year EGA shipped some 600,000 tonnes of 
aluminium from Khalifa Port, requiring over 17,000 truck 
movements from EGA's site to the quayside. Total 
emissions savings from shortening the journey to waiting 
ships are expected to be over 2,000 tonnes of CO2 
equivalent per year, which is similar to removing some 450 
cars from the UAE's roads. Senior management of both 
EGA and Abu Dhabi Ports attended an opening ceremony 
for the new container freight station.  

Saudi Arabia Needs More Dry Docks to Cope with 
Cargo Volume 

 
Regional 
Source: Saudi Gazette  

 
The CEO of the International Seaports Company that 

operates the dry port in Riyadh has said the Kingdom 
needs at least four new dry docks to cope with the 
increasing volume of imports and exports through the 
seaports on the Red Sea and the Arabian Gulf.

 
Ahmed Hanafi said the containers in the dry dock in 

Riyadh have increased by about 5.4 percent in the first 
quarter of 2018 reaching 79,000 from 72,000 in the same 
period last year. He said the government was encouraging 
the transport of goods by freight trains from King Abdul 
Aziz Seaport in Dammam to the dry port in Riyadh instead 
of trucks in order to reduce the pressure on the roads and 
cut down the number of traffic accidents.

 
  Hanafi was talking at the second forum on the transport 

engineering and traffic organized at Imam Abdul Rahman 
Bin Faisal University in Dammam. He said the loading and 
unloading of any container at the Riyadh dry dock will be 
completed in two minutes, which is the same time at a 

number of international

 
seaports in the US and Europe. 

"However, the containers still remain at the port for 10 
days while the international standard if only five," he 
added. He said linking the Riyadh dry port with the GCC 
seaports and dry docks will help achieve integration among 
member countries.

 
 

"We need more dry docks to help achieve the Saudi 
2030 Vision and its National Transformation Program," he 
said. Osman Al-Shamrani, dean of the faculty of 
engineering in the university, said about 80 percent of the 
world trade is by sea transport, which is comparatively 
cheap.

 
He said seaports represent about 70 percent of size 

of the non-oil Saudi trade exchange.
 

Shamrani asked to 
exploit the Kingdom's geographical location especially as 
about 12 percent of the world trade passes via the GCC 
ports. "The Kingdom's ports can play a major role in 
developing logistic services," he said.  
 

Bahrain’s  Khalifa  Bin  Salman  Port  to  Double  Size  

of  Operations  
 

Regional  

Source: Gulf Daily News  
 

The main port is hoping to more than double the size of 
its operations. Khalifa Bin Salman Port (KBSP) is currently 
working at 45 per cent of its capacity, said Mark Hardiman, 
chief executive and managing director of APM Terminals 
(APMT) Bahrain, which manages the port.  He told the 
GDN the aim was to tap into the transshipment cargo 
market to increase the amount of goods passing through 
the facility.  
 
"In the coming years we aim to make the full use of the port 
facility," he said. "We already have four warehouses in the 
port, two of which are utilised a lot, while the others  are not 
sufficiently utilised. "So we have spare capacity at the 
moment and if the demand grows as we expect there could 
be an expansion, but first we have to make full use of the 
unused capacity as of now, before we invest further.
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 A delegation of high-ranking officials from Qatar's 
Ministry of Transport and Communications as well as 
Qatar Ports Management Company arrived in Tehran

 
to 

survey avenues of expanding cooperation and increasing 
bilateral trade with their Iranian counterparts.

 
The 

delegation is scheduled to visit Iran's southern ports and 
become familiar with their commercial and tourism 
capacities and meet with Iranian provincial port officials 



and businesspeople, the news portal of the Ministry of 
Roads and Urban Development reported. 

 
 

Qatar has been drawing closer to Iran economically, as 
Qatari Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman al-Thani said in September 2017, since a 
number of Arab states led by Saudi Arabia abruptly severed 
diplomatic relations with Doha early June and imposed a 
blockade on the Persian Gulf country, accusing it of 
supporting terrorist groups. The Qatari government has 
denied the accusation, blasting the blockade as unjustified 
and a violation of international law.
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The delivery of the 'Ilshin Green Iris', the world's first 
LNG-fuelled bulk carrier, has been announced. The vessel 
was constructed at Hyundai Mipo Dockyard (HMD) in 
Korea for Ilshin Logistics and is the result of a project, 
announced in July 2016, to develop the first in a new 
generation of environmentally-friendly LNG-fuelled bulk 
carriers. A single MAN B&W 6G50ME-GI two-stroke 
engine powers the 50,000 dwt bulk carrier, which has also 
been verified to be in compliance with the International 
Gas Fuel (IGF) Code by Lloyds Register and the Korean 
Register. The Ilshin Green Iris has been chartered by 
steelmaker, POSCO, to transport limestone cargoes in the 
Korean coastal trade. 

 
Bjarne Foldager –  Vice President, Sales & Promotion, 

Two-Stroke Business at MAN Diesel & Turbo – said: "We 
are very pleased to be part of this exciting project and to 
see our dual-fuel ME-GI engine win favour in yet another 
market segment. We look forward to following its 
progress." The Ilshin Green Iris has a Type 'C' LNG fuel 
tank with a capacity of 500m³ and comprised of a material 
–

 
high-manganese austenitic steel –

 
newly developed by 

POSCO that is specially designed for cryogenic LNG and 
liquefied gas-storage applications.

 
 Bahri

 
Fleet

 
Continues

 
to
 

Grow
 

with
 

the
 

Addition
 
of

 45th
 

VLCC
 

 Regional
 Source:

 
Bahri

 
 Bahri, a global leader in logistics and transportation, 

accepted the delivery of 'Khurais,' a Very Large Crude-oil 
Carrier (VLCC), further enhancing its market-leading 
capabilities in crude oil transportation. The new addition 
brings the total number of the vessels in Bahri's fleet to 92 
and is the fourth of five VLCCs to be received this year

 
from 

South Korea-based Hyundai Samho Heavy Industries 
(HSHI), the world's largest shipbuilding company.

 

 

'Khurais' was delivered at a ceremony held at HSHI's 
Mokpo shipyard in South Jeolla Province, South Korea, on 
10 April 2018. Capable of transporting two million barrels 
of crude oil, the 300,000-DWT carrier is the ninth of 10 
VLCCs ordered from the South Korean shipbuilding 
company as part of Bahri's strategic long-term maritime 
growth and expansion plan.

 
 

"This latest addition to Bahri's fleet of VLCCs
 

consolidates our standing as a global leader in the crude oil 
transportation industry and gives us a greater competitive 
edge. We will leverage the resulting improvements in 
efficiency to cater for the steadily increasing demand for 
crude oil transportation and bring added value to our 
clients and stakeholders," said Eng. Abdullah Aldubaikhi, 
CEO of Bahri.

 

 

Daewoo  Shipbuilding  Wins  Oil  Carrier  Order  in  

North  America  
 

Regional  

Source: Yonhap  
 

Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering Co., a leading 
South Korean shipbuilder, said it has clinched a deal to 
build two oil carriers for an unidentified company in North  
America. The shipbuilder said it is set to deliver the very 
large crude carriers to the shipping firm by the first quarter 
of 2020, without elaborating on the value of the order. The 
company also declined to identify the client.  Daewoo 
Shipbuilding said it has received about $2.36 billion worth 
of ship orders so far this year, amounting to 19 vessels, 
including 10 very large crude carriers.  
 
Hyundai Merchant Marine Confirms Plan for 20 
Mega-Containerships  
 
Regional  
Source:

 
gCaptain

 
 

South Korea's flagship container shipping company 
Hyundai Merchant Marine has confirmed a long-rumored

 plan to order 20 eco-friendly mega containerships at South 
Korean shipyards.

  
The shipbuilding plan calls for twelve 

vessels above 20,000 TEU and eight vessels of 14,000 
TEU, which will be deployed on the Asia to North Europe 
and U.S. East Coast trades.

 
The announcement comes just 

a few days after the South Korean government
 

announced 
its own plan

 
to help the country's

 
ailing shipping and 

shipbuilding industry amid weak global demand for ships 
and offshore rigs. The multi-year downturn has resulted in 
massive losses for South Korean shipbuilders as well as the 
bankruptcy of Hanjin Shipping, once the nation's leading 
carrier. HMM recently also underwent its own debt 
restructuring.

 
 



S.

 

Korea:

 

Foreign

 

shipowners

 

Won’t

 

Get

 

Contracts

 

for

 

Strategic

 

Materials

 
 

Global
 

Source:
 

Korea
 

Times
 

Foreign shipping companies may face more difficulties 
in doing business here following the government's plan to 
give special treatment to financially troubled Korean 
shippers.

 
The Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries said,

 
it will 

offer more opportunities for Korean companies to ship 
strategic materials, such as crude oil, coal, natural gas and 
iron

 
ore.

 
The ministry will also seek to have massive 

strategic materials' owners renew their contracts with 
Korean companies, while ending their deals with foreign 
firms.
 

 

The measure is a part of the government's five-year plan 
to reorganize the nation's shipping industry, which has 
suffered from decreasing sales after Hanjin Shipping's 
bankruptcy. According to the oceans ministry, the 
government will boost cooperation with owners of freight, 
so they choose Korean shippers for transportation of their 
goods.  

 

Iranian Shipping Lines Ranks 19 Among Largest 

Container Operators 
 

Regional 
Source: MNA 

According to data released by the Alphaliner website, 
the Iranian shipping lines (IRISL Group) has improved its 
ranking from previous 21 to 19 among top 100 container/ 
liner operators in the world. The maritime fleet of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL Group) has 
ranked 19 now with 46 containerships with the capacity of 
96,383 TEU (cargo capacity). Currently, there are four 
other cargo ships with a capacity of 58,000 TEU on the list 
of orders of the IRISL Group and when they are delivered 
the number of Iranian containerships will increase to 50. 

 
According to the Alphaliner's top 100 list of container/liner 
operators,

 
the top three operators include Danish APM-

Maersk at the top with the capacity of 4,150,731 TEU, 
followed by Mediterranean Shg Co and CMA CGM Group.

 
 Saudi

 
Arabia

 
Activates

 
Shipping

 
Line

 
with

 
Iraq:

 Newspaper
 

 Regional
 Source: Iraqi News

 
 Saudi Arabia has started the operation of a maritime 

line with Iraq's Um Kasr port to boost inter-trade over the 
next period, a press report said,

 
as ties between the two 

governments continue to better. Saudi newspaper Okaz 
said the measure comes in line with the formation of the 
joint cooperation committee launched in August, and as 
part of the kingdom's 2030 development strategy.

 

 

The newspaper explained that journeys through the line 
already began early March, adding that the King Abdul-
Aziz Port is eager to improve that line in coordination with 
a number of shipping companies. The port's 
administration, the newspaper said, aims at turning 
Dammam Port into a logistic terminal for massive ships 
using that direct maritim eline.

 
 

The past year saw an obvious
 

rapprochement between both 
countries, with top-level officials exchanging visits and 
expressing eagerness to boost political, security and 
economic cooperation. Last year, both countries 
established a joint coordination council to boost ties on all 
levels.

 
Last week, both countries signed an aviation 

agreement.
 

 

Korea
 
Line

 
Places

 
US$176

 
Million

 
Ship

 
Order

 
with

 

Daewoo
 
Shipbuilding

 
 

Global  

Source: Yonhap  

Korea Line Corp., a midsized South Korean shipping 
company, said Monday that it has placed an order worth  

187.1 billion won (US$176.8 million) for two very large 
crude carriers with Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine 
Engineering Co. The carriers, which can hold 300,000 tons 
of crude oil each, will be used to transport crude for a 
South Korean refiner. The latest deal came weeks after 
Korea Line placed an order worth 185.6 billion won for two 
very large crude carriers with Hyundai Heavy Industries 
Co.  
 
Expanded Panama Canal Sees Three LNG  Carrier 
Transits in Single Day  
 
Regional  
Source: Bloomberg  

 
Three liquefied natural gas tankers sailed through the 

Panama Canal on the same day, marking a first for the 
newly expanded waterway and highlighting the booming 
global gas trade. All three ships —

 
Gaslog Hong Kong, 

Gaslog Gibraltar and Clean Ocean —
 

entered the canal on a 
staggered basis from the Pacific side Tuesday and had 
completed their crossings by early Wednesday, according 
to vessel tracking data compiled by Bloomberg. A 
representative for the canal authority confirmed the tanker 
moves.

 
 The crossings underscore how the LNG trade has 

surged worldwide as new export facilities from the U.S. to 
Australia rumble to life and buyers in Asia boost their 
demand for the fuel. Since the canal completed a $5 billion 
expansion almost two years ago, traders and terminal 
developers have been closely watching the authority's 
ability to accommodate the jump in tanker traffic.

 
 



Desperate Tanker Crew Stranded off UAE Coast for 
More than a Year

 
 

Regional
 

Source: The National-UAE
 

 

Desperate sailors have spoken of how they have been 
trapped on board a supertanker 17 kilometres

 
off the coast 

of the UAE because of a legal dispute involving the ship's 
owners.

 
Sixteen Indian and Pakistani crew have been on 

the 330-metre
 

MT Zoya 1
 

for up to a year, awaiting 
coastguard clearance to come ashore.

 

Because of an unspecified legal dispute with the owners 
of the vessel, crew have been mostly unpaid since 
December and have been given no information when they 
will be rescued from the ship.

 
Although

 
the crew is 

receiving regular fresh supplies, they say they are not being 
allowed to leave until all disputes have been settled.

 

Lawyers acting on behalf of the ship's owners claim MT 
Zoya 1 has been unlawfully arrested outside port limits 
following a claim filed at Sharjah courts by a Swiss bank. 

The legal claim relates to an unpaid loan by a third party, 
but the parties involved said they could not discuss the 
matter any further while it is in court. 

Charterers Avantgarde Petroleum, part of ECB 
International, the ship's owners, said it is trying to support 
the men and hopes to have the arrest order lifted soon. As 
the ship is anchored outside of the UAE immigration 
jurisdiction, a crew change has not been possible. 

Tensions are running high on board, with Chief Officer 
Okram Benaral, 39, struggling to maintain order, given the 
psychological strain of being trapped at sea for months on 
end. "The ship is not moving anywhere, all we can do is eat 
and sleep," said Mr Benaral, from Manipur in India. "We 
are doing nothing. The men have completed their 
contracts, but some have been on here more than a year. 
No one wants to be here. "We are getting mentally sick and 
the men are fighting each other. Some are crying and 
getting desperate, they are under much stress. It's a very 
big problem; we just want to go home."

 
Chinese

 
Leasing

 
Firms

 
a

 
New

 
Force

 
in

 
Global

 Shipping
 

 Regional
 Source: Asia Times

 
 Since 2017, many European banks, the traditional 

biggest fund providers for ship financing, have reduced the 
scale of credit and sold off ship assets. Meanwhile, steering 
an opposite course in the hopes of fair winds, Chinese-
funded institutions have boldly started to increase 
financing for the shipping industry, Yicai.com reported.

 
 At present, Chinese-funded institutions

 

have provided 
one-fourth of the financing for the global shipping 

industry, becoming a new major investor in the world, said 
Shen Lei, director of the Dongjiang Free Trade Port Zone in 
Tianjin city.

 
 

China's financial leasing companies represented by 
ICBC Leasing, Bank of Communications Financial Leasing 
and Mingsheng Financial Leasing have emerged as new 
forces in the global shipping capital market, helping 
shipping firms to accelerate their capacity optimization, 
revitalizing their existing assets and easing capital 
pressures, Shen added.

 
 

According to data from the former China Banking 
Regulatory Commission, by the end of March 2017, 23 out 
of the 60 existing Chinese financial leasing companies have 
carried out vessel leasing operations, with a total 989 
vessels and 113.9 billion yuan (US$17.97 billion) of assets.

 
 

Singapore  to  Step  Up  Development  Assistance  for  

other  Countries  in  Maritime  Sector  
 

Global  

Source: CNA  

Singapore will step up development assistance for other 
countries in the maritime sector, with the launch of an 
enhanced five-year technical cooperation and training 
package for the International Maritime Organization (IMO) 
and its member states. Launched by Transport Minister 
Khaw Boon Wan, the package, which is valued at around 
S$6.5 million, will see Singapore intensify capacity-
building and human resource development initiatives for 
the sector.  
 

This will be done through fellowships, scholarships, 
workshops and courses, building upon an existing Third 
Country Training Programme framework signed in 1998.  
That framework lets Singapore and the IMO jointly give 
technical assistance to equip developing member states 
with expertise to implement regulations and  standards.  
 

"In the years after we became independent, many 
countries helped to train our people and helped us put in 
place the necessary systems and processes. We believe in 
paying it forward and sharing our experience with others," 
said Mr Khaw. Singapore will hold additional training 
courses, and open them to more participants.

 
 It will also provide new fellowships and scholarships for 
maritime officials to take up studies at the World Maritime 
University and maritime institutes in Singapore. In 
addition, Singapore will work towards enhancing global 
maritime leadership training, and provide new 
opportunities for maritime officials to attend programmes 
conducted by the Maritime and Port Authority Academy.
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Global
 

Source: Gulfnews
 

The Federal Transport Authority (FTA) for Land and 
Maritime has started cracking down on ship owners 
abandoning and ill-treating seafarers. The authority has 
banned all ships belonging to a shipping company, which 
did not protect seafarers' rights, from operating in the UAE 
waters.

 
 

The ban on ships belonging to Venous Ship 
Management and Operation LLC based in Fujairah was 
announced in a circular [No (9) 2018] issued to ports 
authorities, harbour masters, ship agents and seafarers. 
"Ships belonging to Venous Ship Management and 
Operation LLC, or belonging to the owners of the said 
company, are banned from operating in UAE ports and 
waters, or anchoring in UAE waters," said the circular 
signed by Hessa Bint Ahmad Al Malek, executive director, 
Marine Transport, FTA. The authority also warned all 
seafarers and ship agents against dealing with this 
company or other companies owned by the same owners. 

 
IMO Moves to Ban HFO from Arctic Shipping 

 
Global 
Source: World Maritime News 

 
Member states of the International Maritime 

Organization (IMO) have committed to developing a ban 
on heavy fuel oil (HFO) from Arctic shipping, along with an 
assessment of the impact of such a ban. Namely, a sub-
committee (PPR6) was directed to develop a ban on heavy 
fuel oil use and carriage for use by ships in the Arctic, “on 
the basis of an assessment of the impacts” and “on an 
appropriate timescale”.

  

The decision was made during the 72nd
 

session of 
IMO's Marine Environment Protection Committee, which 
resulted in the adoption of shipping's

 
Green House Gas 

(GHG) strategy. Under the scheme, the
 

shipping sector is 
required to reduce its emissions by at least 50 pct by 2050 
compared to 2008.

 

The
 

Clean Arctic Alliance,
 

a coalition of 18
 

non-
governmental organisations working to end HFO use as 
marine fuel in Arctic waters, called for member states to 
make every effort to adopt and rapidly implement a ban by 
2021, as proposed by eight IMO Member States and 
supported by other countries during the meeting.

 

The coalition believes the ban is the best way to protect 
the Arctic communities and ecosystems from the threat of 
an oil spill, and the impact of black carbon emissions.

 

The strongly-worded proposal to ban HFO as shipping 
fuel from Arctic waters was co-sponsored by Finland, 
Germany, Iceland, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, 
Sweden and the US.

 

The proposal for a ban, along with a proposal to assess 
the impact of such a ban on Arctic communities from 
Canada, was supported by Australia, Belgium, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, France, Ireland, Japan, the 
League of Arab States, Poland, Portugal, Spain, 
Switzerland, and the UK.

 

“With Denmark the sixth Arctic nation to back a ban on 
HFO from Arctic Shipping, the green alliance of Arctic 
nations  have sent a clear message to the IMO,”  said  Kåre 
Press-Kristensen, senior adviser  in the Danish Ecological 
Council.  

“With both the Danish government and the Danish 
shipping industry united to ban HFO, we hope to gain 
further international support for the ban from more 
nations and progressive parts of the shipping industry. 
Next step will be to engage Greenland further in planning 
and preparing for the ban.”  

Newly  Passed  Legislation  Abolishes  Registration  
Fee  for  Vessels  in  the  Danish  Register  of  Shipping  
 
Regional  
Source: Danish Maritime Authority  
 

A legislative amendment abolishing the registration fee 
for vessels in the Danish Registers of Shipping has been 
adopted by the Danish Parliament. The amendment 
increases the attractiveness of the Danish Flag as it now 
offers the same benefits as foreign Flags.

 
 With the amendment comes increased economic 
activity and international influence, when the Danish Flag 
attracts more vessels from both national as foreign 
shipowners.

 
The amendment enters into force on the

 
1st of 

May 2018, but will do so with retroactive effect from the 1st 
of January 2018.

 
 It is possible to receive a refund of the registration fee 
provided that it has been paid during the period 1st of 
January 2018 to 30th of April 2018 and provided it exceeds 
an amount of 200 DKK. All applications for repayment will 
be processed by SKAT.
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World’s
 

First
 

Autodocking
 

Installation
 

Successfully
 

Tested
 

by
 

Wärtsilä
 

 

Global
 

Source: Wärtsilä
 

 

The technology group Wärtsilä
 

has successfully carried 
out testing of its innovative autodocking technology. The 
tests were carried out with the 'Folgefonn', an 83-metre 
long ferry owned by leading Norwegian operator Norled. 
The vessel has hybrid propulsion and is already fitted with 
a Wärtsilä wireless charging system. The installation of 
autodocking on a ferry is a world first.

 
 

The autodocking tests took place commencing in 
January of this year and were completed in April with 
actual harbour docking trials. At no time during the tests 
did the captain need to take manual control. The procedure 
means that the system is activated some 2000 metres from 
the berth and the vessel continues at normal transit speed.  

 

The system then performs a gradual slowing of speed, 
and activates the line-up and docking manoeuvre fully 
automatically until the ship is secured at the berth. When 
the ship is ready to sail again, the system may be used for 
the departure procedure in an identical but reverse 
manner. 

 
Full manoeuvring of the vessel, including the steering 

and propulsion, is automatically controlled by the software. 
However, manual intervention and control is possible at 
any time. The automatic function allows the ship's officers 
to focus on situational awareness outside the wheelhouse, 
thereby improving the safety and reliability of the 
operations. 

 
ASV Global and BMT Partner to Improve 
Autonomous Navigation

 

 
Global

 
Source: Ship-Technology.Com

 
 UK-based marine systems provider ASV Global, in 

partnership with engineering, science and technology 

consultancy BMT, is set to carry out a research project to 

improve the safety and reliability of autonomous 

navigation at sea.
 

Under the £1.2m Synthetic Imagery training for 
Machine Vision in Extreme Environments (SIMVEE) 
project, the partnership will apply deep learning machine 
vision systems trained with a combination of

 
simulated and 

real-world data. The new project will receive some portions 
of its fund from Innovate UK.

 

It will primarily work towards enhancing situational 
awareness to allow unmanned surface vehicles (USVs) to 
operate in extreme and

 
congested marine environments. 

 

The project will involve the use of ASV's current, 
COLREG cognisant, autonomous collision avoidance, and 
path

 
planning capability. It will also use BMT's 

REMBRANDT ship manoeuvring simulator to train and 
authenticate ASV's vision algorithms to detect and classify 
objects at sea.

 
The project is expected to result in a better 

situational awareness solution for both the autonomy on-
board and the remote human supervisor.

 

OSERV  Launches  SEAWALL  Maritime  Cyber  

Security  –  Shipping’s  First  Integrated  Risk  

Management  Solution  
 

Global  

Source:  Hellenic  Shipping  News  
 

OSERV  launches 'SEAWALL Maritime Cyber Security', 
the first integrated risk management solution for  the global 
shipping community. OSERV, OSM Maritime Group's 
specialized concept for supply chain management and 
value-added services, developed the solution together with 
cyber security specialist Pragma.  
 

Combining five crucial elements of cyber protection –  
technical, operational, IT backup, legal and media crisis 
management, the cyber security solution aims to address 
the peril of cyber-attacks in today's climate of the 
escalating incidents in the maritime industry.  

 
A recent ransomware

 
attack involving the world's 

largest container shipping line, incurred an estimated loss 
of US$300 million –

 
revealing the extent of the challenge 

for the industry in
 
dealing with a digital crisis. With 

SEAWALL, shipowners and managers are given the 
flexibility to determine the degree of coverage depending 
on the extent of digital risks to which the company is 
exposed. 
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20%

 
Cut
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CO2

 

Emissions
 

by
 

2020
 

 

Regional
 

Source: Reuters 
 

 

German container shipping firm Hapag-Lloyd plans a 
20 percent reduction in its carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions 
by 2020, compared with 2016, to help support a drive to 
halve emissions in the global shipping industry. Transport 
has been a laggard among efforts by industry to agree 
emissions cuts, with shipping and aviation not part of a 
global climate pact reached in Paris in 2015. But the 
International Maritime Organisation (IMO), the U.N. 
agency responsible for regulating pollution from ships, this 
month reached a deal to cut CO2 by 2050 from 2008 levels.

 
 

Hapag-Lloyd, the world's number five container 
company, said in a statement on Sunday it had already cut 
the CO2 emissions of its fleet by 46 percent between 2007 
and 2016. "What matters now is for all market players to 
pull together in the same direction," said Chief Executive 
Rolf Habben Jansen. Hapag-Lloyd has modernised its fleet 
through its purchase of Gulf peer UASC, switching to more 
efficient vessels. The industry is also looking at low-carbon 
fuels and possible market-based mechanisms to help cut 
emissions. 

 
Philippines Accedes to Air Pollution and Energy 
Efficiency Rules 

 

Regional 
Source: IMO 

 
The Republic of the Philippines has become the latest 

country to accede to the IMO instrument providing rules 
for the prevention of air pollution from ships and energy 
efficiency requirements. This brings the total number of 
ratifications of MARPOL Annex VI to 90, representing 
96.5% of world merchant shipping tonnage. MARPOL 
Annex VI limits the main air pollutants contained in ships 
exhaust gas, including sulphur oxides and nitrous oxides, 
and prohibits deliberate emissions of ozone depleting 
substances. It also includes energy-efficiency measures 
aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions from ships.

 The Philippines also deposited its instruments of accession 
to the 1988 Protocol to the International Convention on 
Load Lines (LL), 1966; and the 1978 Protocol to the 
International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea 
(SOLAS), 1974.

 
 His Excellency Mr. Gilberto Asuque, Deputy Chief of 

Mission, Permanent Representative of the Philippines to 
IMO at the Embassy of the Republic of the Philippines in 
the United Kingdom, handed over the instruments of 
accession to Mr. Fred Kenney, Director, Legal Affairs and 

External Relations division, IMO, during the 105th session 
of the IMO Legal Committee.

 
 

As a lead pilot country in the Global Maritime Energy 
Efficiency Partnerships Project (GloMEEP Project), the 
Philippines has

 
received technical cooperation support 

towards accession and implementation of MARPOL Annex 
VI. GloMEEP aims to support the uptake and 
implementation of energy efficiency measures for shipping, 
thereby reducing greenhouse gas emissions from shipping.

 
 

Shipping
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Emissions
 

 

Global
 

Source:
 
BBC

  

The global shipping industry is facing calls to follow the 
example of the car industry and cut polluting emissions. 
The International Maritime Organisation's environment 
committee is meeting in London for a four-day conference 
to try to agree a global plan for reducing emissions levels. 
There are warnings that, without a clean-up, shipping 
could contribute almost a fifth of global CO2 by 2050. 
Currently ships run on fuel with 3,500 times more sulphur 
than car diesel.  
 

International shipping carries about 90% of world trade 
but there is, as yet, no regulation of carbon emissions. This 
is despite a provision under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol that 
gave responsibility for handling carbon emissions from 
marine fuels to the International Maritime Organisation 
(IMO), the part of the United Nations responsible for 
regulating global shipping. It has a draft proposal for a 50% 
cut in emissions by 2050, which is backed by Norway, but 
that does not go far enough for certain Pacific island 
nations who are most threatened by rising sea levels.  There 
is opposition to this from Panama, Brazil and other 
countries that depend on income from shipping, who say 
their economies could be damaged if action is too hasty. 
Shipping was excluded from the Paris Agreement on 
climate change.

 
 Christiana Figueres, a former UN chief negotiator on 
climate change and an architect of the

 
Paris Agreement, 

told the BBC
 
that some countries were already taking 

action. "One very interesting announcement made last 
week came from [South] Korea, which is ordering more 
than 200 new ships for its fleet. These are 30% larger and 
30% more efficient." The largest container ship currently 
operating carries just over 20,000 containers.

 
However,

 Ms Figueres pointed out that not all countries would have 
access to finance for such a change, and an international 
finance fund should be set up to help poorer nations.
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Viewpoint

The maritime sector of Pakistan has witnessed some new developments which have the potential to 
contribute towards national economy. The news that highlight the finalization of plans for Ferry Services 
from Karachi-Chahbahar and Gwadar to Muscat envisage the new era of progress in maritime sector. This 
development will not only facilitate a cost-effective mode of transportation but will also project positive 
outlook of increasing role of our maritime sector for the regional connectivity. Moreover, the report 
highlighting revival of shipbreaking industry is also a positive development for our national maritime 
economy. It is pertinent to mention that the shipbreaking industry had been on the decline for about last two 
years, in the aftermath of tragic incidents at Gadani Ship Breaking Yard. 

Pakistan Navy's endeavours for promotion of maritime sector and providing necessary security of maritime 
boundaries are quite visible at different levels. PN has been working to bring-in the much needed synergy 
between business community and the maritime sector which will boost the national economy. Frequent 
meetings of Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Zafar Mahmood NI(M) with Pakistan's business community 
and Chambers of Commerce, reflect PN's commitment towards promoting maritime sector which will 
ultimately attract more investment in the sector. Moreover, PN's engagements with regional and extra 
regional navies testify its efforts for ensuring secure maritime environment. Participation in Joint Exercise 
Gulf Shield-I organized by Royal Saudi Armed Forces and Pak-Turk maiden naval exercise Turgutries 
(Drawn Sword of Islam) are noteworthy undertakings for strengthening co-operative maritime security 
efforts.

Maritime security dynamics around the globe are following the patterns whereby extra-regional powers are 
enhancing their influence in global affairs. Recent opening of Royal Navy base in Bahrain indicates the 
Britain's reassertion for its role in regions around the globe. The facility is considered as key strategic base of 
Royal Navy's operations in the Gulf, Red Sea and Indian Ocean. Furthermore, the security order at Black Sea 
is also witnessing major policy considerations by naval powers to maximize influence in the region. In the 
wake of detention of Russian ship NORD by Ukrainian guards, Russia has planned to consider permanent 
presence in the Northeastern part of Black Sea. This Russian move will have significant impact on the 
regional security equation.

South China Sea continues to remain an important sphere of competition among regional and extra-regional 
navies. Anti-China forces are endeavouring to pool up like minded nations to give momentum to the Indo-
Pacific construct. The trilateral meeting among US-India-Japan took place amid rising tensions in South 
China Sea. Three nations are pondering to engage ASEAN nations to intensify encirclement of China and 
restrict it economic expansion to other regions of the globe. Coupled with this, US-Singapore joint naval 
exercise in the Southern reaches of South China Sea would also have substantial impact on the regions 
security paradigm.  

Considering the emerging situation in South China Sea, China seems well geared-up to respond to security 
challenges. The naval drill which included around 10,000 personnel with 48 naval vessels and 76 fighter jets 
has projected China's commitment to maintain its position in the region. Reportedly, Australian warships 
were also challenged through robust response from Chinese navy as the vessels were passing through 
disputed South China Sea. The strategic plans of regional and extra-regional powers manifest that the 
conflict in the region may witness further escalation in future.

General trends in ports and shipping suggest that with the increasing maritime trade activities port 
operations are being strengthened with addition of more facilities. Moreover, global vessel fleet has also 
witnessing rising trends. The addition of more VLCCs to Bahri (Saudi Arabian Shipping) fleet and 
confirmation of order 20 Eco-friendly containership for Hyundai Merchant marine testify the rising trends 
in global fleet. Delivery of world's first LNG Fuelled Bulk Carrier “Ilshin Green Iris” to Ilshin Logistics is also 
a milestone for environment friendly global shipping.


