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Abstract 

A substantial amount of environmental damage has been incurred during the last 

four decades of conflict in Afghanistan. This protracted and destructive conflict has 

deliberately caused environmental devastation. There is no doubt that war has 

negative effects on the short-and long-term physical and mental health of humans. 

Afghanistan has suffered devastation from a variety of causes as a result of several 

decades of warfare and its aftermath. War has an impact on biodiversity loss and 

soil degradation as well. Continued violence, internal displacement, high rates of 

population growth, low levels of education, and poverty degrade the ecosystem and 

threaten the long-term viability of natural resource management. This article 

examines the negative effects of war on the environment, including biodiversity, 

soil, deforestation, and public health. In order to protect civilians and limit the use 

of weapons of war, international humanitarian law has set a set of regulations. Not 

only is it important to protect victims of armed conflict when hostilities first break 

out, but international humanitarian law can also help safeguard the environment, 

which is often a forgotten victim of war. 
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1- Introduction 

Afghanistan having an ironic cultural heritage and a rich history of foreign invasions, 

Afghanistan is the unique home of numerous agricultural products (including cereal, goat 

and sheep breeds, and forest products), as well as being rich in minerals (such as copper, 

gold, and semi-valuable stones), as well as additional natural resources. Since earliest 

times, Afghanistan's natural riches have provided resources to a variety of large and tiny 

empires throughout the world. Afghanistan had a significant amount of forest and plant 

cover until the middle of the twentieth century. High-alpine flora, coniferous and diverse 

woods, open woodlands with almond, juniper, and pistachio trees, semidesert vegetation, 

and marshlands were among the species found there. Aside from the country's most parched 

deserts and icy mountains, almost the whole country's land surface has been utilized for 

generations, whether for agricultural farming, animal grazing, fuel wood collecting, or 

hunting, among other activities. High-arid regions of Afghanistan have particular 

difficulties when it comes to providing for one's basic needs. Because of the war that has 

lasted for more than three decades, as well as years of drought and poor management of 

key resources, almost all of the country's natural resources have been devastated. As a 

result, many people have been harmed, and almost all of the country's natural resources 

have been depleted.1 

 

 

2- Armed conflict 

The Soviet Union's occupation of Afghanistan began in 1979, when it dispatched armed 

forces to assist the then-governing government of Afghanistan. As a result, the amount of 

                                                 
1 Girardat E, and Walter J. 1998, Essential field guides to humanitarian and conflict zones-Afghanistan, 

crosslines communication limited, Geneva. 
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conflict between the government and numerous organised armed groups operating in a 

loose coalition has increased significantly. After a long and brutal conflict, the occupation 

came to an end, and the Soviet forces withdrew from Afghanistan in February 1989.2 The 

armed groups received major help from the West in the shape of weapons. In 1992, the 

Mujahedeen, a loose coalition of Islamist fighters, overthrew the government with 

overwhelming force. An insecure, fighting-torn atmosphere greeted the Taliban's arrival, 

which rapidly expanded its grip over the country before seizing complete control of Kabul 

in 1996. Pakistan was the only country that accepted the Taliban as the lawful regime of 

Afghanistan, also includes United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia to recognize 

that.  According to reports, Pakistan's military ruler, President Musharraf, has encouraged 

Pakistanis to travel to Afghanistan and fight alongside the Taliban in the country's civil 

war.3 In October 2001, the United States launched an attack on Afghanistan as part of its 

war on terrorism, which was designated as 'Operation Enduring Freedom.' Many European 

countries joined the strike. The ultimate goal was to depose the Taliban government and 

apprehend Osama Bin Laden, the mastermind of the September 11th attacks and 

commander of Al-Qaeda. 

Afghanistan's natural and human resources have been severely depleted as a result of 

nearly three decades of combined pressure from military confrontation, civil instability, a 

lack of administration, and a severe drought. The over-exploitation of the country's natural 

resources has resulted in major environmental dangers for the country. Surface and 

groundwater scarcity and contamination, huge and continuous desertification, 

deforestation of critical woodlands, air pollution, soil erosion, and decreased wildlife 

populations are merely a few of the problems that exist. It has been decided to cut down 

trees not only for firewood, but also to make it more difficult for competing troops and 

rebel groups to conceal and ambush one another.4 An extremely powerful "timber mafia" 

has also taken over much of the forest's valuable resources in the last 40 years, with 60 

percent of the deciduous trees having been chopped down. 

Thousands of people have become environmental refugees as a result of the country's 

chronic water shortage and the rapid disappearance of the country's forests and woodlands. 

                                                 
2 Khan Imtiyaz Gul, Afghanistan; Human cost of armed conflict since Soviet invasion, Vol XVII, No 4 

perceptions, winter 2012, p.209-224. 

 
3 Hampson, Francoise J. ‘Afghanistan 2001-2010’, in Elizabeth Wilmshurst (ed.), International law and the 

classification of conflicts, Oxford University Press, 2012, p. 243. 
4 UNEP (2003) Post Conflict Environmental Assessment. 
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Soil erosion and land degradation have been exacerbated as a result of deforestation. 

Landslides, flash floods, and major flooding events are made possible by the creation of 

favorable conditions. The result has been increased population pressure on already 

overburdened urban areas, which has the potential to spark new small-scale disputes over 

the distribution of scarce resources. As a result of the disintegration of local and national 

administration, the ability to address these issues has been severely curtailed in recent 

years. 

a. Critiquing the Environmental Damage of Power States in Afghanistan 

i. Depleted Uranium Weapons and Cluster Bombs 

It has been reported that the United States has used depleted uranium (DU) shells on 

targets inside Afghanistan, most notably against Taliban forces in the country's northern 

area.5 Many medical students believe that the radioactivity emitted by DU is linked to a 

rise in the incidence of leukaemia, lung cancer, and birth abnormalities.6 Cluster bombs 

have also resulted in a huge number of casualties among Afghan civilians who are 

supposed to be protected. Old Russian-made munitions continue to cause casualties, and 

unintentional detonations have resulted in the deaths or injuries of hundreds of civilians. 

Since 2007, NATO has enforced a policy prohibiting the use of cluster munitions in 

Afghanistan, which has been in effect since 2007. In 2001, Human Rights Watch 

estimated that cluster bombs launched by the United States Air Force caused hundreds 

of civilian casualties during the early phases of the Afghanistan War.7 Afghanistan's 

President has condemned the coalition forces for the environmental implications of the 

conflict that have been wreaking havoc on his nation. In addition, the Taliban accused 

coalition forces of polluting Afghanistan with nuclear components, a reference to 

depleted plutonium used in weapons and armour.8 

                                                 
5 McDonald, Avril, 2008, Depleted Uranium Weapons and International Law: A precautionary approach, 

TMC Asser Press, p.19. 
6 Durakovic, Asaf, The quantitative analysis of uranium isotopes in the urine of civilian population of eastern 

Afghanistan after operation Enduring Freedom, Vol 170, No 4, Military Medicine, (2005), p.277-284.  
7 Fatally Flawed: Cluster bombs and their use by United States in Afghanistan, Human Rights Watch, 

December 2002, p,15-31. 
8 Afghanistan: Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment, Nairobi: United Nation Environment Program, 

2003. 
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ii. Landmines 

Landmines, despite the fact that they were never manufactured in Afghanistan,9 have 

been used in all phases of the country's armed conflict, and the country is considered to 

be one of the most mined places on Earth, with an estimated 10 to 15 million landmines 

still on the ground.10 All of these mines have been randomly put in concentrated clusters 

and laid separately as traps, rather than in a systematic manner. 

The Soviet PFM-I 'butterfly' mines, which were commonly deployed in Afghanistan, 

were intended to maim rather than kill. The fact that they are small and lightweight, as 

well as their dazzling colouring, makes them especially appealing to children. Two more 

Soviet mines that have been discovered in Afghanistan are the tripwire triggered 

fragmentation mine, which when exploded fires hundreds of metal shards, and the huge 

blast mines, which are intended to be nearly difficult to defuse when detonated.11 These 

landmines have not only caused harm to humans and wildlife, but they have also ruined 

a significant portion of the irrigation system. Because of their explosive nature, 

landmines not only accelerate environmental damage, but they also drive civilian 

populations away from regions believed to be mined, into more marginal and fragile 

ecosystems, accelerating the scarcity and threats to biodiversity. 

Apart from the physical responsibility placed on the people, the country is suffering 

from enormous socioeconomic ramifications as a result of landmine contamination. The 

disruption of transportation infrastructure has resulted in a reduction in exports and 

imports, while environmental degradation has slowed the recovery of the agriculturally 

oriented economy even more. Cleared land suffers from increased degradation as a result 

of desperate attempts to boost yields from fewer amounts of accessible land that are no 

longer available for cultivation. In Afghanistan alone, landmines have taken the life of 

more than 400,000 people since 1991. The majority of those killed or wounded were 

civilians who were injured long after the war ended. From 1990 to the year 2000, Afghan 

soil has been cleared of 9,199 antitank mines, 205,842 antipersonnel mines, and 

undischarged ordinances. The total number of landmines removed from the country is 

                                                 
9 Landmine Monitor: Landmine Monitor Report, 2000. 
10 Exposing the source, US companies and the production of Antipersonnel Mines, Human Rights Watch, 

1997. 
11 Godrej D, The War Surgeon, Landmines: Trail of Terror, New Internationalist, (1997), Issue 294. 
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insignificant since there is only one mine. It is possible for individuals and communities 

to be paralyzed by the mere threat of mines, preventing the resettlement of internally 

displaced persons and refugees. Afghanistan is doubtful to be fully free of mines in the 

close future; a total of 717 square kilometres of land continues polluted, and new 

minefields are constantly being discovered and exposed.12 

In 2002, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) team gained first-hand 

knowledge of how flooding and landmines can combine to cause widespread 

devastation. Unexpected hazards for unknowing people were unleashed when a flooded 

river burst its banks near the village of Farkhar in Takhar province and spilled thousands 

of landmines downstream, posing an unimaginable threat to their lives and scattering 

explosives across local roads and farms. A primitive and improperly developed 

technique is being employed for mine clearing in humanitarian situations, where the 

whole region must be fully clear from landmines in order to be rehabilitated. Clearing 

may completely miss mines that are largely made of plastic, and mechanical mine 

clearing tools damages important topsoil, further aggravating the environmental 

catastrophe. Demining in Afghanistan has been compared to the task of archaeologists 

due to the fact that disintegrated mud walls of buildings can hide mines several meters 

beneath the surface of the ground. Unavoidably, the ratio of accident among Afghan 

deminers is the uppermost in the world, as is the rate among all deminers. Demining in 

Afghanistan is particularly hazardous due to the landscape, the difficulty of the terrain, 

the intensity and variety of mines, particularly in urban regions.13 

iii. Refugees 

The displacement of people and the massive number of refugees that have resulted from 

military operations have had perhaps the largest environmental impact (at one time there 

were close to five million Afghan refugees), The existence of these migrants and the 

need for humanitarian assistance are well-documented, but the impact that these 

refugees have had on the environment is a subject that is rarely discussed publicly.14 The 

influx of huge numbers of refugees into areas that were formerly densely populated or 

                                                 
12 Landmine Monitor: Landmine Monitor Report, 2000. 
13 Afghanistan’s Environment 2008, UNEP, P.19. 
14 Allan Nigel J.R, Impact of Afghan Refugees on the Vegetarian Resources of Pakistani Hindukush-

Himalaya, Vol.7, Mountain Research and Development, (1987), p.200-204. 
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deserted resulted in significant environmental pressure being placed on these regions. 

Deforestation, soil erosion caused by overgrazing and the impact of a high number of 

people, and water contamination have a negative influence on animals as well as the 

health of the refugees who have fled their homes. The migration of mobile species from 

acceptable habitat into less liveable places has a secondary impact on wildlife and is a 

secondary effect of climate change. 

As a result of the official closure of most of the borders by neighbouring countries, 

migrants were forced to travel through less-travelled highways in more hilly terrain, 

where security is lacking or non-existent. A sudden and large migration of humans into 

places that had previously limited human presence and pressure resulted, locations that 

are now the only remaining habitat for snow leopards, wild goats, and Sheep due to the 

effects of climate change. Refugees also crowded around the few waters supplies 

available in this parched terrain, virtually cutting off species that may have previously 

relied on these waterholes for survival from the outside world. During their search for 

food and fuel, refugees cut down trees in these forest regions, which provide crucial 

wildlife habitat and aid in the control of erosion on the steep mountain slopes. Because 

so many other plants and animals rely on these woods and grasslands for food, shelter, 

and reproduction, the loss of these natural resources can have a cascade effect all across 

ecosystem.15 

iv. Environmental Damage 

The four decades of armed violence have destroyed or badly harmed the formerly 

cultural sites, rural and urban areas, and natural environment that were once so 

abundant and diverse. Due to a combination of factors including war, internal armed 

conflict, and the absence of effective governance, as well as population growth, a 

sequence of natural disasters, and an increase in demand for natural resources, there 

has been an extensive depletion of resources, resulting in fragmentation of resources 

and a reduction in their productivity. The huge expanses of the country polluted by 

depleted forests and landmines, particularly in the east and north, are direct 

consequences of conflict and the environmental destruction caused by the conflict. 

                                                 
15 Salman Annel, The Afghanistan Conflict, and its effects on Environment, (2004). 
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The number of animals, particularly sheep and camels, has declined significantly in 

recent years.16 

Several centuries ago, evergreen, and deciduous forests occupied five percent of 

Afghanistan's present land area, including one million hectares of oak and two million 

hectares of cedar and pine, which were primarily found in the country's eastern region. 

A third of the land area was covered by open woodland, which was dominated by 

junipers, almond, and pistachios. Today, much of the ancient woods have been lost, 

and forests currently account for less than 2% of the total land area.17 

Numerous factors are responsible for the fast decrease and destruction of forest 

ecosystems, including climate change. For example, the demand for timber in 

Afghanistan and internationally, particularly in neighboring Pakistan, is increasing. 

Large-scale illegal logging and smuggling (averaging 150,000–500,000 cubic metres 

of wood per year or 50–200 timber truckloads per day) significantly contributed to the 

eastern provinces' forest loss between 1992 and 2002. (50–200 timber truckloads per 

day, or 150,000–500,000 cubic metres of wood per year). Because local people have 

lost control of the forests that sustain them, organised crime and smugglers are using 

forest resources to their own financial benefit.18 As previously noted, violent war has 

wrecked damage on forest ecosystems. Pistachio trees were uprooted by the Soviet 

military in the 1980s, which led to a rise in forest fires as a result of the intense 

fighting. Agricultural and urban expansion, poor forest management, insufficient 

reforestation incentives, an absence of community engagement and knowledge, and 

non-sustainable practices such as tree chopping for energy and construction are all 

contributing factors to forest fires. 

The destruction of forest coyer has negative environmental consequences, but it also 

results in economic losses of tens of millions of dollars. In the 1970s, the northern 

Afghan regions of Badghis and Takhar were home to productive pistachio orchards 

that generated significant cash from the sale of their nuts to the international market. 

In just three decades, these forests have almost completely vanished from the 

                                                 
16 Afghanistan’s Environment 2008, UNEP, p. 15. 
17 Afghanistan: Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment, United Nation Environment Program, 2003. 
18 Formoli, T.A, The Impact of the Afghanistan-Soviet War on Afghanistan’s Environment, Vol.22, 

Environment Conservation, (1995), p.66-69. 
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landscape. Many key forest services, including as soil fertility, biodiversity benefits, 

and erosion and control, are difficult to quantify but must be considered when 

evaluating the costs of deforestation. The inhabitants were forced to shift from rural 

to urban regions in pursuit of new sources of income as the country's rangelands and 

forests have become less productive. This has led to a growth in urbanisation in the 

country. International military presence and government oversight, local infrastructure 

development, and greater control over timber smuggling may all have contributed to 

a reduction in deforestation rates in recent years. 

v. Biodiversity 

There are many different types of ecosystems19 in Afghanistan, including glacier-fed 

lakes and high alpine flora, mixed forest and coniferous, open dry woodland with 

almond, junipers, and pistachios trees, semi-desert scrub, sand and rocky deserts, 

lakes, rivers, and marshland, among others. In the east, towards the border with 

Pakistan, where precipitation tends to be more regular and abundant, more confined 

forms of mixed and coniferous forests are found mostly. Open woodlands can still be 

found mostly on the northern slopes of the Hindu Kush Mountain range.20 The wide 

variety of environments has resulted in a diverse range of faunal species. The natural 

wildlife heritage of the country is also in danger of being destroyed. The International 

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has classified many of Afghanistan's bigger 

mammals as critically endangered or threatened.21 Flamingos (Phoenicopterus rubber) 

have not successfully reproduced in Afghanistan for about a decade, while the last 

sighting of a Siberian crane was in 1986.  

A number of animal species, including the Caspian tiger, have not been sighted in 

Afghanistan for decades despite the Wakhan Corridor's thriving population of 

endangered snow leopards and other mammals. Other animals, like the Marco Polo 

sheep, can be found in plenty in the Wakhan Corridor, including the critically 

endangered snow leopard. Others, like as the markhor (Capra falconeri), are endemic 

                                                 
19 Implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity: A retrospective analysis in the Hindu Kush-

Himalayan countries, International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development, Kathmandu, Nepal, June 

2011, p. 10. 
20 Afghanistan: Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment, United Nation Environment Program, 2003. 
21 Ibid  
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to Afghanistan and its neighbouring countries, meaning they can only be found there. 

Afghanistan's central Hindu Kush region is home to a salamander, which is believed 

to be threatened by habitat loss and ongoing war. 

vi. After Effects of Conflict 

Most of the population lives in rural parts, and the country's reliance on natural 

resources makes it particularly exposed to the effects of local and global phenomena 

(such as climate change, droughts, desertification, and natural disasters) and to the 

degradation of natural resources caused by eroding soil and groundwater pollution. 

Increases in the number of people displaced by droughts, climate change, 

desertification, and natural disasters, as well as a growing population and the 

emergence of new environmental refugees and internally displaced people, all have 

the potential to strain the availability of natural resources. 

Increasing amounts of agricultural products and energy are consumed by 

Afghanistan's rapidly expanding urban centres. Overpopulation in many urban areas, 

combined with a high intensity of pollution sources such as factories and cars, causes 

severe air pollution. Poorly organised waste collection and disposal, as well as a lack 

of access to safe drinking water, pose additional health risks to residents. Additionally, 

there is a scarcity of green, open spaces in many urban areas. Getting the country back 

on track for long-term growth, on the other hand, will be an enormous challenge. Even 

in the face of climate change, traditional approaches to resource management, as well 

as current initiatives at adaptation and mitigation, remain problematic. Past and current 

conflicts, population pressures, the collapse of rural economies, local groups' self-

centred governance and a breakdown of law and order have all impacted natural 

resource management systems that have been in existence for decades. Sustainable 

development requires a community-based method to utilising natural resources. If the 

current trend of environmental degradation continues, it could lead to a worsening of 

the Afghan people's human insecurity as well as social unrest and misery, making 

them more dependent on international help. Even after the Americans have gone, the 

dangerous chemicals they left behind will continue to harm the environment.22 

                                                 
22 Afghanistan: Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment, United Nation Environment Program, 2008, p. 7. 
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b. Study Findings 

The current system of international law, which includes IHL, and IEL, contains a huge 

number of obligations that, either directly or indirectly, safeguard the environment or 

regulate the use of natural resources during times of armed conflict. 

This research reaches its conclusion with a number of critical findings which explain why 

effective measure for the environment continues to be lacking during armed conflict and 

how these problems might be overcome to guarantee that the jurisprudence is reinforced 

and properly implemented. 

 

• Articles 35 and 55 of Additional Protocol I to the 1949 Geneva Conventions do not 

adequately protect the environment during times of armed conflict because of the 

rigorous and ambiguous threshold needed to demonstrate harm: It is illegal to cause 

environmental damage that is "widespread, long-term and severe," as defined by these 

two articles., a breach can only be established if all three of the aforementioned 

elements are met. Given the lack of clarity that surrounds the categories of 

"widespread," "long-term," and "severe," it is practically unlikely to reach this triple 

accumulated criterion in reality.  

Afghanistan's war is exceptionally destructive. Its impact on Afghanistan's people is 

substantial, if not extraordinary in a century of wars. Because of the three aspects below, 

an isolated, rugged, and undeveloped country experiences widespread and extensive 

destruction. 

First, Soviets targeted rural areas to destroy Mujahideen support. "Rubbleization" 

sought to empty rural areas. At least half of Afghanistan's pre-war villages were razed 

and turned into ghost towns, and millions of antipersonnel mines were planted. 

Secondly, When the Mujahideen took power in 1992 and started the civil war, 

Afghanistan's cities, which had been spared, became targets. 

Thirdly, Afghanistan's underdevelopment and isolation also contributed. A 40-year 

conflict has allowed extremists to hit most of Afghanistan's critical targets. 

• Regulations of humanitarian law that limit the means and techniques of warfare or 

safeguard civilian property and objects provide indirect environmental protection. 

Although new technologies like the use of depleted uranium are not yet addressed aside 

from the fundamental rules of law of war, restrictions on the means and methods of war 
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(such as military tactics) give indirect protection for the environment, In the case study 

of Afghanistan, many medical researchers believes that the radioactivity emitted by DU 

is linked to a rise in the incidence of leukaemia, lung cancer, and birth abnormalities. 

In addition, the Taliban accused coalition forces of polluting Afghanistan with nuclear 

components, a reference to depleted plutonium used in weapons and armour. Civilian 

property and entities like industrial installations and natural sites are protected under 

the provisions that protect civilian property. These precautions, on the other hand, have 

very seldom been properly enforced or applied. 

• The vast bulk of the international legal measures designed to safeguard the environment 

during times of conflict were drafted with IAC in mind and may not always apply to 

NIAC’s: An establish fact that the majority of conflicts taking place today are either 

civil wars or non-international conflicts, a significant portion of the existing legal 

framework may not necessarily be applicable. Due to the absence of any applicable 

laws, there is a significant barrier in the way of mitigating the severe environmental 

damage that is frequently caused by internal conflicts. There are also no 

institutionalised mechanisms to prevent the pillaging of natural resources during times 

of armed conflict or to restrict the granting of concessions by combatants who may lack 

legitimacy or legal authority. Both of these problems are a result of the fact that there 

are no institutionalised pathways. In addition, there are no standard measures in place 

to prevent states or organizations from assisting and abetting parties involved in civil 

wars in the process of causing damage to the environment or exploiting natural 

resources. As per the above-mentioned statement, the rules and laws protecting the 

environment during armed conflict are mostly designed to protect the environment 

during international armed conflict, but in the case of Afghanistan, most of the conflicts 

were of the nature of non-international armed conflict. 

• In order to avoid catastrophic environmental damage, it is conceivable that general 

humanitarian norms such as distinction, necessity, and proportionality will not be 

sufficient. However, if the military necessity is regarded to be of high enough priority, 

it is much simpler to justify nearly any environmental damage, even though it is difficult 

to set the boundary of these principles, which lack universally established norms. 

Because of this, the application of these concepts to actually averting damage to the 

environment is significantly hindered. In the non-existence of scientific certainty 

regarding the anticipated impacts of a specific weapon on the environment. The 
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Soviet, US, and Taliban actions in Afghanistan since 1979 gave rise to the concept of 

"ecocide," the deliberate destruction of the environment as a military strategy. They 

were involved in brutal and deadly attacks. Some authors considered these attacks 

unproportioned, indiscriminate, and unprecedented. The above-mentioned regimes 

have always justified their cause as a military necessity but in reality, the were involved 

in the gross violation of these above-mentioned principles of IHL. 

c. Suggestions to Protect Damage to Environment due to Armed Conflict 

Keeping this background in mind and the research findings in the last chapter, a greater 

regard for IHL will, despite this, mitigate the effects of armed conflict on natural 

environments and the intricately interconnected repercussions for communities affected 

by conflict that are dependent on these environments. According to the findings of the 

study, policymakers, military practitioners, the Afghanistan government, and other 

individuals who are in a position to influence the behaviour of combatants should consider 

the following four critical suggestions: 

• The current government of Afghanistan should first, in a comprehensive manner, 

incorporate international humanitarian law (IHL) norms protecting the natural 

environment into national policy and legal frameworks. Specifically, these norms 

should be found in Article 35 and 55 of Additional Protocol I to the 1949 Geneva 

Conventions. 

• The new technological weapons such as depleted uranium, which causes an adverse 

and harmful effect on the environment during times of war, should be banned under 

International Humanitarian Law, and the legislation that is in place for that purpose 

should be amended from time to time for the purpose of protecting the environment. 

• There are sufficient rules and laws which protect the environment during IAC, but there 

is a scarcity of laws and rules which protect the environment during NIAC and civil 

wars. The international community should focus on the legislation for non-international 

armed conflict and civil wars rather than on the legislation for IAC. 

• Last, the military necessity should be clearly defined and also it should be limited to 

the extent of environmental protection during war.  
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d. Conclusion 

This chapter has critiqued the destruction related to the environment brought in 

Afghanistan due to the prolonged war in the country. Because of the conflict that has been 

going on for more than four decades, almost all of the country's natural resources have 

been destroyed. This destruction has been intensified by years of drought and poor 

management of essential resources. 

Afghanistan's natural resources have benefited huge and little empires worldwide. 

Conflict, drought, and mismanagement have devastated almost all of the country's natural 

resources. Afghanistan's resources are exhausted. Overusing the country's natural 

resources has caused environmental damage. Cutting down trees will provide firewood 

and make it harder for military and rebels to ambush each other. The country's persistent 

water scarcity has displaced thousands. In recent years, it's proven harder to handle these 

challenges. Cluster Bombs and Depleted Uranium Weapons have also killed many Afghan 

civilians. Soviet PFM-I 'butterfly' mines were designed to maim. 9,199 antitank mines, 

205,842 antipersonnel mines, and unexploded ordinances have been removed from 

Afghanistan. 

Afghanistan won't be mine-free soon. In Afghanistan, fallen mud walls can cover 

explosives, making demining similar to archaeology. Accident rates are higher among 

Afghan deminers and all deminers. Environmental impact is greatest from refugees. Four 

decades of war and environmental destruction have ravaged Afghanistan. In recent years, 

sheep and camel numbers have dropped. Landmines and devastated woods are direct war 

repercussions. Afghanistan's forests have disappeared in 30 years. Climate change and 

other causes are destroying forest ecosystems quickly. Destruction of forest coyer has 

environmental and economic effects. 

Afghanistan's wildlife is diverse. The Wakhan Corridor has snow leopards and Marco Polo 

sheep. Several animal species, like the Caspian tiger, are endangered. The collapse of the 

rural economy, population pressure, conflict, and lawlessness have damaged Afghanistan's 

natural resources. Restoring sustainable growth will be a huge task. Taliban accuse NATO 

soldiers of poisoning Afghanistan with DU. DU's radioactivity causes leukaemia, lung 

cancer, and birth defects. Most international legal measures to protect the environment 

during armed conflict were drafted for international conflicts. Since most armed conflicts 

nowadays are civil wars or non-international, most of the present legal framework may not 
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apply. Soviet, US, and Taliban operations in Afghanistan gave rise to "ecocide," the 

purposeful devastation of the environment as a military strategy.  
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