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China to provide eight submarines to Pakistan 
Navy 

 
Source: Geo News 
31st August 2016 

 
ISLAMABAD: China will provide eight submarines to 

Pakistan Navy by 2028 as four of them would be 
constructed in China while the rest lot in Pakistan. 

This was stated by the Chief Project Director of 
Submarine while briefing the National Assembly Standing 
Committee on Defence during committee’s visit to the 
Naval Headquarters here on Friday.The committee headed 
by ShaikhRohaleAsghar was earlier welcomed by the Chief 
of Naval Staff who thanked for visiting the Naval 
Headquarters.The Chief Project Director of the Submarines 
gave a detailed overview of the challenges and future plans 
of Pakistan Navy.He said Pakistan Navy had inked a 
contract for the provision of submarines with China 
according to which the friendly country will construct four 
submarines in China and will be supplied to Pakistan Navy 
in mid of 2022-23. The remaining four submarines will be 
constructed in Pakistan at Karachi Shipyard and these will 
be handed over to the Pakistan Navy in 2028. 

According to a news release, members of the committee 
expressed satisfaction over the development made by the 
Pakistan Navy for securing the coastal areas of Pakistan. 

The committee expressed the views that the 
responsibilities of Pakistan Navy have further increased in 
connection with the construction of China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC). 

 

 
PM Launches  Pak Navy’s Warship Fleet Tanker  

 
Source: Business Recorder  
19th  August 2016  

 
KARACHI: Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, 

Friday launched the major warship fleet tanker of Pakistan 
Navy built in collaboration with Turkey.With the Prime 
Minister cutting the fastening strings, the 17,000 ton fleet 
tanker slid into the sea with the help of a tugboat at the 
platform of Karachi Shipyard.  

The Prime Minister was briefed about the features of 
the fleet.The fleet tanker has been built by M/s 
SavunmaTeknologilerMuhendisilik of Turkey under the 
ambit of Ministry of Defence Production and Pakistan 
Navy.Pakistan Navy's fleet tanker will play an important 
role in catering to its logistic needs.The ship has been 
designed by Turkey and construction has been carried out 
by Karachi Shipyard and Engineering Works (KS&EW).  

The design is based on contemporary trends and is 
according to Bureau Veritas Rules for the Classification of 
Naval Ships. The double hull design will provide the fleet 
an unrestricted entry into any port of the world.The 
launching ceremony was attended by high officials from 
Pakistan and Turkey and the officials and workers of 
Pakistan Navy.  
 
Pakistan Navy ship visits Jeddah port  
 
Source: The Nation  
26th August  2016  
 

JEDDAH: Pakistan Navy’s guided missile destroyer 
PNS Khyber  paid a goodwill visit at Jeddah port. 
Commanding officer of the ship called on Royal Saudi 
Naval Forces’ Western Fleet Commander Adm. Saeed Al-
Zahrani and discussed strengthening of bilateral ties and 
inter-organizational procedures.  

The admiral stressed the importance Saudi Arabia 
attaches to its relationship with Pakistan in general and 
with its armed forces in particular.The commanding officer 
reiterated that Saudi Arabia has always been a second 
home for Pakistan Navy.  

The visit included training of ship’s officers and men on 
damage control and fire fighting at the Royal Saudi Naval 
Forces (RSNF) training school —  a facility just recently 
commissioned and has state of the art equipment.The visit 
was a spectacular success in bolstering the ties between 
Pakistan Navy and Royal Saudi Naval Forces, Saudi media 
said.  
 
Commander Iraqi Navy visits NHQ, meets CNS  
 
Source: Pakistan Observer  
30th  August, 2016  
 

From Editor’s Desk 
 

A Chinese shipping company is all set to start 
working on the Pakistan Shipping Terminal, which 
would ensure ‘mega-ships’ access’ to Karachi. The 
Hutchison’s terminal operations will begin in 
Pakistan before the end of this year. According to 
agreement with the Karachi Port Trust, the 
company planned to invest in Pakistan because it 
was poised for growth. This is all part of China’s 
plans to invest about $46 billion under the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 
According to KPT, most of the work is done while 
the leftover dredging and road work would be 
completed soon. The Hutchison is expected to 
begin operation in October and is estimated to 
handle about 250,000 twenty-foot containers 
during its first year of operation.  

 
V/Adm (Rtd) K G HussainHI(M) 



Islamabad—Commander Iraqi Naval forces Major General 
Ahmed JasimMaarij on Monday visited Naval 
Headquarters (NHQ) and met Chief of Naval Staff (CNS) 
Admiral Muhammad Zakaullah. The Iraqi dignitary is 
currently an official visit to Pakistan, a PN news release 
here stated.Upon arrival at Naval Headquarters, the 
dignitary was received by Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral 
Muhammad Zakaullah.A smartly turned out contingent of 
Pakistan Navy clad in ceremonial dress presented him the 
Guard of Honour.Admiral Muhammad Zakaullah, then 
introduced the visiting dignitary to the Principal Staff 
Officers at Naval Headquarters.

 
 

APL launches India-Pakistan-Europe sling
 

 

Source: The Nation
 

26thAugust 2016
 

 

LONDON: APL is launching a new, weekly India-
Pakistan-Europe (IPE) service that connects the respective 
South Asian markets to major ports in Europe. The IPE will 
enhance APL’s Asia-Europe service offerings.The IPE 
rotation is: Port Qasim, NhavaSheva, Hazira, Mundra, 
Jeddah, Djibouti, Southampton, Rotterdam, Antwerp, 
Felixstowe and Le Havre. 

The first sailing of the IPE eastbound will commence 
from Southampton on 1 October 2016. The first westbound 
sailing will depart Port Qasim on 4 October 2016. 

 
Pakistan prepares its second LNG import terminal 

 
Source: Geo News 
23rd August 2016 

 
SINGAPORE: Pakistan is taking another step towards 

becoming a key buyer of liquefied natural gas (LNG), 
signing a deal to purchase a Floating Storage and 
Regasification Unit (FSRU) for its second import terminal. 

Singapore's BW Group said in a statement on Monday 
that it would deliver the FSRU to Pakistan GasPort Limited 
(PGPL) in the fourth quarter, as well as providing the 
terminal at Port Qasim, Karachi with LNG regasification 
services in a 15-year agreement.

 
The South Asian country has been earmarked as an up-

and-coming demand outlet for the oversupplied LNG 
market. Along with Egypt and Jordan, Pakistan was a 
newcomer to the LNG import market in 2015, helping drive 
up demand and absorbs

 
growing world supplies from a 

wave of new projects.The new import terminal will be able 
to receive 600 million cubic feet of natural gas per

 
day and 

is expected to be commissioned for operations by mid-
2017.
 The terminal will reduce Pakistan's gas deficit by 30 
percent and ensure fuel for 3,600 megawatts of new power 
generation plants being constructed in the country, said 
PGPL chairman Iqbal Ahmed.Pakistan started up the 3.5 
million tonnes per year EngroElengy LNG terminal, the 
country's first LNG import facility, in Port Qasim last 
March. Pakistan shipped in a total of 1.02 million tonnes of 
LNG in 2015, and has imported 1.78 millionstonnes in the 
first seven months of this year.

 

 

CPEC not just game changer but also faith changer 
for region, says PM Nawaz

 
 

Source: 24 News

 

29th August 2016

 

 
 

ISLAMABAD: CPEC the event was
 

arranged with the 
aim to apprise the domestic and foreign investors about the 
investment and business opportunities in the country.

 

While addressing the ceremony, PM Nawaz said Pakistan’s 
Geo Political and Geo Economical situation achieved 
advantage by connecting three engines of growth in South 
Asia, China and Central Asia. He said that CPEC offers an 
opportunity to integrate this region into a joint market of 
three billion people, which makes almost half of world 
population.More than ten billion will be engaged in roads 
way projects as well as rail infrastructure of Pakistan. 
Around 35 billion dollars will be invested in Pakistan’s 
energy sectors under CPEC, PM Nawaz said.

 
 

CPEC confronts terrorism  
 

Source: Pakistan Today  

27th August 2016  
 

 How to make CPEC safe of terrorism is the biggest 
challenge. The CPEC has a long route of  3000 km from 
Gwadar to Kashgar, which means it requires 
unprecedented level of security and massive counter-
terrorism measures at the highest level. Some say that 
Government has misplaced perceptions of its counter-
terrorism measures and strategies and it  has over-played 
its successes since 2013. Critics are referring to the debate 
in the National Assembly that took place on 10 August.  
The road to security is still bumpy and much has to be 
done. They are India-Afghan centric notions of insecurity 
but Government’s counter-terrorism decision-makers 
should also look into the role of the third-party/parties 
with those having keen interests in Balochistan and CPEC 
to sabotage the multi-billion project.  
 
Corridor energised, Cabinet told

 
 Source: Business Recorder

 19th

 
August

 
2016

 
 

 
The Federal Cabinet, which met here on Thursday, was 

informed that a considerable part of portfolio under the 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) has been 
energised while the remaining is in the pipeline. The Prime 
Minister directed

 
timely completion of all the projects 

under the CPEC and stated that a mechanism must be 
evolved for regular progress and speedy implementation. 
He directed the Ministry of Planning, Development and 
Reforms to ensure completion of the first batch of projects 
in energy and infrastructure sectors, by 2017-18.

 The Prime Minister further stated that speedy progress on 
these projects is necessary for addressing the existing 
shortfalls and future demands. The completion of early 
harvest projects will go a long way in elimination of load 
shedding by summer of 2018. The Prime Minister noted 



that a significant progress is being made on the western 
route of the CPEC project and stated that employment 
opportunities would be generated for the local populace 
which will generate economic activity and enhance national 
wealth.

 
 

Natural Gas Distribution Projects Inaugurated in 
Gwadar

 
 

Source: Balochistan Voices
 

20th
 

August
 

2016
  

 

 
Gwadar:

 
Natural Gas Distribution Projects were 

inaugurated by Jam Kamal Khan, Minister of State
 

for 
Petroleum and Natural resources, on Friday.

 

Inauguration ceremony was held in a local hotel of Gwadar 
which was attended by government officials, local political 
leaders and media persons.

 

Addressing the ceremony, Jam Kamal said 400 MMCF Gas 
would be supplied to Gwadar under this project at a cost of 
$5.2 million. He added, “A gas terminal would be 
established and Gas would be supplied to Gwadar from 
Sindh.” 

 

Fisherfolk community wants dangerous nets, 
overfishing outlawed 

 
Source: The News  
25th August 2016 

 

 Karachi: Government officials and leaders of the 
fishermen community at a national conference called for an 
immediate implementation of the ban on prohibited 
fishnets and overfishing as proposed to be enforced.They 
were participating on the first day of a two-day national 
conference titled “the Implementation of the Voluntary 
Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries 
(SSF)” at a hotel on Wednesday.The workshop was 
organised by the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) in 
collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) of the United Nations.Presiding over the conference, 
Federal Minister for Ports and Shipping Mir Hasil Khan 
Bizenjo, citing recent report, said: “In the upcoming 20 
years, we may not get any fish from the sea. We will see the 
fish only in aquarium”.Criticizing government officials in 
the Sindh and Balochistan provinces, Bizenjo said that they 
were “the culprits of the sea at the high level of crime as 
they had been taking bribe from sea mafia”

 
No privatization of livestock department under 
consideration: Malkani

 
 Source: Business Recorder

 17thAugust 
 

2016
 

 
 

Sindh Minister for livestock and fisheries, Muhammad 
Ali Malkani has said that the privatization of livestock 
department or its any component was not under 
consideration and the provincial government is focusing on 
improving the performance of the department. Talking to 
officials and later with media persons during a visit to the 
office of director animal husbandry breading at 

Hussainabad on Tuesday, he said that all officials were 
warned for disposing of their responsibilities with 
dedication and honesty of getting

 

ready to face strict 
actions.

 
 

Chinese company to help ensure mega-ship access 
to Karachi

 
 

Source: Pakistan Today
 

25th
 
August 2016

 
 

A Chinese shipping company is all set to start working on 
the Pakistan Shipping Terminal, which would ensure 
‘mega-ships’ access’ to Karachi –

 
the biggest commercial 

hub of Pakistan.
 

The Hutchison’s terminal operations will 
begin in Pakistan before the end of this year.

 

According to KPT, most of the work is done while the 
leftover dredging and road work would be completed 
before the launch.

 
Pakistan currently handles about 2.5 

million twenty-foot containers, including those from 
Hutchison’s first venture: Karachi International Container 
Terminal. The International Container  Terminal was 
launched in 1998. South Asia Pakistan Terminals Limited 
is expected to manage as much as 1.7 million twenty-foot 
equivalent units this year and increase the national 
container capacity by more than 50%.  

The Hutchison is expected to begin operation in October 
and is estimated to handle about 250,000 twenty-foot 
equivalent units during its first year. The port would 
increase it to two million units in the next five years.  
 
Fatima, Engro, Shell ink accord to develop second 
LNG terminal  
 
25-Aug-16  
Daily Times  
 
 Fatima Group, Shell and Engro have entered into a joint 
cooperation agreement to cooperate for the development of 
second Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) Receiving and Re 
gasification Terminal at Port Qasim, Karachi, it is learnt.  
Recently, Pakistan has signed a deal to purchase a Floating 
Storage and Re gasification Unit (FSRU) for its second 
import terminal. A FSRU is the vital component required 
while transiting and transferring LNG through the oceanic 
channels and it can be termed as a special type of ship 
which is used for LNG transfer.

 
Under the agreement, 

Singapore's BW Group would deliver the FSRU to Pakistan 
Gas Port Limited (PGPL) in the fourth quarter.   
In this regard, three conglomerates have signed a deal to 
cooperate for the development of second LNG terminal 
which will be able to receive 600 million cubic feet of 
natural gas per day and is expected to be commissioned for 
operations by mid-2017 while first gas is expected to be 
commenced by first quarter of 2018.

 
Pakistan started up

 the 3.5m tonnes per year Engro Elengy LNG terminal, the 
country's first LNG import facility, in Port Qasim last 
March where Engro is receiving $0.6601 per mmbtu as the 
levelised (service) charge for handling a capacity of 
400mmcfd.

   



 

Bangladeshi Payra Port Inaugurated

 
 

Source: World Maritime News

 

16th

 
August 2016

 
 
 

Bangladesh’s Payra Bandar (Payra Port), located at the 
southern region of

 
Patualhali, was inaugurated and opened 

for limited operational activities with the arrival of MV 
Fortune Bird on August 13, 2016.

 

The Fortune Bird transported a shipment of stone from 
China for Padma Bridge.

 
 

The port
 

is expected to become fully operational by the 
end of 2018, according to the Payra Port Authority.

 
The 

port is expected to
 

help loading and unloading of goods 
more quickly than Chittagong port, the largest port in 
Bangladesh, which now handles 92 percent of the country’s 
export and import.The project was launched in November 
2013 when the Prime Minister laid the foundation of the 
country’s third seaport at Ramnabad Channel. 

 

Marlink Orders Six Containerships from Fujian 
Mawei 

 

Source: World Maritime News 

16th August 2016 
 
 German shipping company Marlink Schiffahrtskontor 

has placed an order for six Feedermax vessels with an 
option for another six ships at China’s shipyard Fujian 
Mawei Shipbuilding, according to data provided by 
VesselsValue.Five containerships from the batch, with a 
capacity of 1,162 TEU, are scheduled for delivery in 2018, 
while the remaining one would join its owner in 
2019.VesselsValue added that the company would pay a 
total of USD 114 million for the six vessels, with each ship 
costing USD 19 million.The vessels on option, if exercised, 
could all be added to the fleet during 2019, and would bring 
the total value of the deal to up to USD 230 million. 

 
World’s most dangerous cruise?1,070-Passenger 
Ship to

 
Enter Northwest Passage

 
 Source: Reuters

 17th

 
August 2016

 
 
 

The first commercial cruise ship to sail through 
Canada’s Northwest Passage was set to depart on Tuesday, 
part of a growing Arctic tourism industry spurred by rising 
temperatures and receding ice.

 The ship Crystal Serenity was to depart from Anchorage, 
Alaska, and cut through frigid northern waters before 
reaching New York in one month, according to a schedule 
from its American operator,

 
Crystal Cruises.

 The route
 

was first navigated more than a century ago by 
Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen, but has been ice-

 
 
 

 

free only in recent years. The journey raises questions 
about further human degradation of a region.

 

disproportionably affected by climate change, where 
temperatures are rising twice as quickly as the world 
average.The World Wildlife Foundation recognizes that 
Crystal Cruises has been

 
planning this voyage for years

 
and 

tried to minimize its environmental impact, but the area 
lacks the infrastructure to deal with potential accidents, 
said Andrew Dumbrille, a foundation specialist in 
sustainable shipping.

 

Tourism has grown in some polar areas. The number of 
nights spent by visitors to the Arctic archipelago of 
Svalbard north of Norway rose to 107,000 in 2013 from 
24,000 in 1993.While Canada claims sovereignty over the 
Northwest Passage that flows through parts of the country, 
the United States and the European Union have disputed 
that, calling the waters an international strait.

 
 

APL Setting Up Asia -  Caribbean Link  
 

Source: World Maritime News  

19th August 2016  
 
 Singapore-based container shipping company APL 
plans to launch a new weekly feeder service, the Island 
Bridge Express (IBX), connecting  the Caribbean and Asia.   
The company said IBX  will enable cargo movements 
between  the two regions via connecting APL services at the 
Caribbean transshipment hub of Kingston.  
 The first sailing within  the IBX service is scheduled on 
September 13, 2016, calling the ports of Kingston 
(Jamaica), Rio Haina (Dominican Republic) and San Juan 
(Puerto Rico).“The new IBX service is designed to facilitate 
growing imports to these important Caribbean markets; 
and cater to potential cargo traffic arising from the 
widened Panama Canal where Kingston  is closely 
situated,”  Efrain Osorio, APL Head of Latin America 
Trade,  said.  
 
World's Largest Offshore Windfarm to be Builtin 
theUk

 
 Source: Engadget

 19th

 
August 2016

 
 
 

Britain is set to become home to two of the world's 
largest offshore wind farms after ministers approved plans 
for a new 1,800-megawatt project capable of supplying 1.8 
million UK homes. Hornsea Project Two will be built 55 
miles off the coast of Grimsby and could feature up to 300 
turbines --

 
each one taller than the Gherkin building in 

London.The development will take advantage of the £730 
million made available by the government as part of its 
commitment to renewable energy. Offshore wind is already 
on track to meet 10 percent of the UK's total electricity 
demand by 2020 and the Hornsea project will help the 



government meet its target of 10GW installed by that time. 
It'll also support 1,960 construction jobs and 580 
operational and maintenance jobs, say 
ministers.Theapproval comes just weeks after the 
government delayed plans for the new Hinkley Point C 
nuclear plant. The project, which is said to cost £18 billion 
but could set back the taxpayer up to £37 billion, has been 
criticised because energy generation is significantly more 
expensive than gas-powered plants. If built, Hinkley Point 
C will generate 3,200 megawatts or 7 percent of the 
UK'stotal power, supplying around 6 million 
homes.IfHornsea Project Two is built to full capacity, the 
project is expected to cost £6 billion. Taxpayers are only on 
the hook for £730 million of that and it will be spread 
across all renewable efforts during this government. 
Arguments could be made that six Hornsea offshore wind 
installations could be built for the same total subsidy cost 
of Hinkley, which could theoretically generate a lot more 
power than the

 
nuclear project.Green campaigners have 

long championed the benefits of wind energy as it would 
help lower the UK's carbon footprint and may also increase 
investment in UK steel and boost Britain's manufacturing 
industry. 

 

Unique China Story: the Railway that Links China 
and Rotterdam; Innovative Idea of Entrepreneurs 

 

Source: Business-standard 
19th August 2016 

 
 Since past three years, Chinese government has been 

investing tens of billions on improving the Eurasian rail 
connections and facilities. Rotterdam is the major port city 
of Netherlands and is actively involved in rail transport. 
With the manufacturing industries booming, a number of 
companies-small, medium, and big alike have now become 
interested in considering the option of tackling issues 
posed by air and sea transport. One such company is 
Rotterdambased transport firm G&D Europe, established 
in 2010 by Jan-Paul Vegt and his business partner Yonggao 
Liu. Eurasian rail transport seems to be an attractive & 
convenient transport option for Vegt and Liu.The video 
features John Paul Vegt and Liu yongGao-founders of G&D 
Europ -

 
citing transportation as their major logistical 

problem. 
 

 
The potential benefits of the link are now known to 

India too.The interest in using rail transport is not just 
limited to Netherlands. China is now looking to expand its 
railway network to India for improving business 
connectivity. The railway link has had a significant impact 
on China's business ties with Nepal. The two countries are 
already discussing a cross-border railroad link that will run 
from Rasuwagadhi of Nepal and would enter India through 
Bihar. This can ultimately add

 
up to the GDP of both the 

countries. A number of Eurasian companies including 
Ricoh Europe are looking forward to tap the potential of 
this new and promising railway line.

 
 Industry Trend Analysis -

 

Port Expansion Gaining 
Momentum despite

 

Headwinds

 
 

Source: BMI

 

20th

 

August 2016

 
 
 

BMI View: We remain upbeat on the progression of 
planned upgrades at the Port of Durban given the strategic 
importance in maintaining South Africa’s strong logistics 
profile and meeting the import and export needs of the 
country’s

 
economic hub Gauteng.

 

Lower than anticipated growth in trade volumes in South 
Africa –

 
a result of slow economic growth and the 

persistent commodity price slump –
 

have delayed 
momentum into Transnet’s ambitious infrastructural 
expansion plans at the Port of Durban, responsible for 
around 65% of the country’s bulk freight.

 

Projects expected to enter construction in the short term 
and support growth over our medium-to-long-term outlook 
are focused on increasing the container capacity of the Port 
of Durban, from 3.9mn twenty-foot equivalent units 
(TEUs) to 4.6mn TEUs.

 
 

Work is expected to begin in 2018 and conclude in 
2023, raising capacity from the existing 700,000 TEUs to 
2.4mn TEUs.Work is expected to commence in 2017 and 
conclude in 2022.The expansion of a  portion of Maydon 
Wharf into a new container terminal for smaller vessels, 
involving the reconstruction and deepening of six out of 15 
berths in the precinct.  

Project to increase mega-ships’ visits to Port of 
Felixstowe  

Source: East Anglian Daily times  
24th  August 2016  
 
 The Port of Felixstowe has seen the number of visits by 
mega-vessels –  able to carry more than 18,000 standard-
sized boxes –  grow consistently since it opened its largest 
deep-water extension at a cost of £300million five years 
ago. Last year a project was completed to extend new 
Berths 8&9 with the creation of a 190-metre finger quay to 
allow it to handle two of the huge ships at once. Three 
further ship-to-shore cranes, the largest of their type 
anywhere in the world with an outreach of 62 metres, 
capable of reaching across container ships with 24 
containers wide on deck, costing £15m, were also added to 
the quay.The Marine Management Organisation (MMO) 
has granted permission for the project at Berths 6&7.Work 
on the upgrade to Berths 6&7 will start later this year and is 
scheduled to be completed in 2017. At present the deepest 
water on parts of Trinity is 15m while Berths 8&9, where 
the biggest ships berth, is 18m. Visitors to Berths 8&9 
include the world’s largest container ship, MSC Oscar, 
carrying 19,224 boxes. 

 
 Maran gas carrier first to deliver US LNG cargo to 
a port in China

 
 Source: Splash 24/7

 24th

 

August 2016

 
 
 

Maran Gas Apollonia, the first liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) tanker to transit the expanded Panama Canal last 



month, has become the first to arrive in China with a cargo 
of US LNG. The vessel, which is chartered to Shell, left 
Cheniere Energy’s Sabine Pass LNG facility in Louisiana 
approximately four weeks ago and went through the 
Canal’s expensive new locks on July 26.It arrived at the 
port of Yantian in Shenzhen near Hong Kong on Monday. 
China, Japan and South Korea are prime target markets for 
US LNG exporters and the Canal opens up the possibility of 
faster, more cost-effective journeys. US LNG exports from 
the lower 48 states began in February.

 

Tankers Slow to Comply With New Panama Canal 
Requirements

 

Source: Splash
 

August 23rd, 2016
 

 
 

The full benefits of the new expanded Panama Canal 
will not be available to all very large oil tankers as long as 
those vessels fail to make certain equipment modifications, 
according to Reuters.  Some vessel owners, their hands 
tied by the slumping oil market, have been slow to make 
the necessary retrofits to mooring equipment, which are 
needed because the new bigger, deeper locks use tugboats 
rather than locomotives to pull ships through. 

 Unless and until the large tankers – such as suezmax 
and aframax vessels – make the modifications to standards 
approved by the Panama Canal Authority (ACP) they won’t 
have access to the inter-oceanic waterway.The expanded 
Canal’s new locks had an inaugural opening on June 26. 

 
Golden Ocean Delays Six Chinese Cape Deliveries 

 
Source: Splash  
24th  August 2016 

 
 John Fredriksen’s Golden Ocean, in releasing its 

interims today, has revealed it postponed delivery of six 
capesizes by seven to nine months per ship. Golden Ocean 
chalked up a net loss of $107.5m in the first six months. 
All of the firm’s orderbook is in China with nine capesizes 
on order at three Chinese yards plus four ultramaxes at 
Chengxi.

 
“Golden Ocean has good support from the yards and has 
already postponed many newbuilding orders and 
negotiations are ongoing

 
for further delays,” the company 

said in a release today.
 

 UK
 

Navy
 

to send warship to join anti-ISIS fight
 

 Source: Indian Express
 29 August 2016

 
 
 

Britain will send one of its Royal
 

Navy warships to 
join

 
operations in the Gulf against the of

 
Islamic State

 (ISIS) militants.
 

UK defence secretary Michael Fallon said 
on Monday

 
that HMS

 
Daring will be sent to support US 

carriers carrying out

 
anti-ISIS operations on Friday.

 “With the biggest defence budget in Europe and the 
second

 

biggest in NATO, our armed forces are making a 
real difference

 

around the world,” Fallon said.

 

 

The Type 45 destroyer, built by BAE Systems, and its 
190

 

crew will perform a similar role to that carried out by 
HMS

 

Defender before it returned to the UK in July, BBC 
reported.

 
It will give air cover for US aircraft carriers, 

which
 
dispatch planes on bombing raids in Iraq and Syria.

 
 

 
Korean Gov't, UN Join Forces on Port 
Development

 

 

Source: World Maritime News
 

24th August 2016
 

 
 

The Korean government and the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(UNESCAP) have agreed to form a partnership that will 
focus on developing ports in East Asia and across the 
Pacific region

 
 

The partnership was a result of capacity challenges at a 
number of ports in these regions due to a lack of 
infrastructure, despite rapid economic growth and a 
growing volume of cargo. This move has an aim 
of  improving cargo flows across the region and further 
contributing to global economic growth worldwide, 
according to the ministry.Earlier last year the ministry 
worked on port projects in Guatemala, on the ports at 
Santo  de Castilla and at Quetzal, as the two governments 
had signed an MOU covering port development there in 
2014. The Korean government has also been working on 
developing ports in Columbia and El Salvador, as well, 
since 2015.  

How Britain sank its shipping industry by waiving 
the rules  

Source: Theguardian  
30th

 August 2016  
 
 Malaviya Twenty has been moored in Great Yarmouth 
docks since December. To look at, it’s no rustbucket, kept 
in good shape by its Indian crew –  but when I visited a 
week ago, they hadn’t been paid by the ship’s owners

 
for all 

those months. This is a story about the fate of shipping in 
Britain –

 
an often forgotten industry, though we depend on 

it for over 90% of our imports and exports, and for most of 
what is stacked on supermarket shelves. Waiting for their 
wages, the 12 crew members spent their time growing 
vegetables –

 
onions, garlic, cabbages and tomatoes –

 
in 

pots on the deck. The company hoped
 

they would give up, 
but they are holding out for their pay. “They’re trying to 
wear us down,” says one officer: they want no names 
printed for fear of blacklisting. He can’t go home without 
his pay as he has taken out loans to keep his family.

 
 

Why was this ship contracted here in the first place? 
That reveals much about British shipping and the fate of 
seafarers. This is an Indian supply

 
ship sailing between the 

British coast and UK offshore oil rigs and wind farms. 
Despite this, their foreign owners need not pay the UK 
minimum wage: rates are often a third less than for British 
sailors.

 

The trade union International, which

 

often helps 
stranded crews, has stepped in, calling in the UK.

 



 ACTIVITY ATKARACHI PORT (16-31 AUGUST2016) 
 

Date Import InTonnes Export InTonnes Total 

16-AUGUST-16 240,362 47,984 288,346 

17-AUGUST-16 116,032 30,186 146,218 

18-AUGUST-16 103,077 47,421 150,498 

19-AUGUST-16 90,589 23,618 114,207 

20-AUGUST-16 118,861 7,368 126,229 

24-AUGUST-16 52,786 35,001 87,787 

25-AUGUST-16 162,709 15,532 178,241 

26-AUGUST-16 91,580 21,125 112,705 

27-AUGUST-16 129,799 18,828 148,627 

30-AUGUST-16 206,437 55,205 261,642 

31-AUGUST-16 183,293 26,570 209,863 

Fortnightly Total 1,495,525 328,838 1,824,363 

 
 

ACTIVITY AT PORT QASIM (16-31 AUGUST 2016) 
 

Date Import InTonnes Export InTonnes Total 

16-AUGUST-16 49,654 41,572 91,226 

17-AUGUST-16 44,391 39,121 83,512 

19-AUGUST-16 104,337 28,822 133,159 

20-AUGUST-16 43,985 34,394 78,379 

24-AUGUST-16 76,709 11,875 88,584 

25-AUGUST-16 91,157 24,729 115,886 

26-AUGUST-16 78,375 35,948 114,323 

27-AUGUST-16 73,436 37,487 110,923 

30-AUGUST-16 104,769 50,141 154,910 

31-AUGUST-16 71,490 48,552 120,042 

Fortnightly Total 738,303 352,641 1,090,944 

 

Source: Business Recorder 



 

UK Sentences Turkish Sailors to 42 Years for Drug 
Smuggling

 
 

Source: World Martimes News
 

16th

 
August 2016

 
 
 

Two
 

Turkish sailors have been jailed for a total of 42 
years in relation to the largest ever

 
seizure of cocaine

 
in the 

UK made in April 2015 some
 

100 miles off the coast of 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland, according to the Crown 
Prosecution Service.

 
 

Following a joint operation of UK-based National Crime 
Agency (NCA),

 
Border Force and Royal Navy in the North 

Sea, more than three tons of cocaine was found in a
 

tank in 
the hull of the ocean-going tug

 
MV Hamal, with a street 

value of GBP
 

512 million.
 

An investigation into the incident, conducted by the 
National Crime Agency, led to the 42-year sentence made 
at the High Court in Glasgow in connection with the 
seizure..After a trial at the High Court in Glasgow, which 
lasted for 12 weeks, ship captainMuminSahin, 47, and first 
mate EminOzmen, 51, were both found guilty of two counts 
of drug trafficking on July 11.On August 12, Sahin and 
Ozmen were sentenced to 22 years and 20 years, 
respectively. 

  
3 Dead After Explosion At South Korean Naval 
Base 

 
Source: CTVnews 
18th August 2016 

 
An accidental explosion at a South Korean naval base on 
Tuesday left three soldiers dead and another injured, South 
Korea's Defence Ministry said. Military authorities are 
investigating the blast that occurred during repair work of 
a submarine at the base in the southeastern port town of 
Jinhae, but the possibility of an attack was considered very 
low. The explosion occurred when the soldiers opened the 
hatch of the docked submarine and was strong enough to 
blow one of the dead soldiers into the sea, said a ministry 
official, who didn't want to be named, citing official rules.

 
 Naval

 
force to Oil, IT industry giants turn top 

recruiters at UPES
 

 Source: Indian Navy
 18th

 
August 2016

 
 
 

New Delhi, August 17, 2016: Indian Navy, corporate 
giants Reliance Industries Limited, Tata Consultancy 
Services and IT majors Infosys, IBM and L&T Infotech are 
among the top recruiters this year at UPES. This year saw 
over 300 recruiters hiring 1251 students from the 
University. Number of organizations that appeared for 

 

 

campus placements this year is 28% more than last year. 
While the overall placement figure stands at 90%, 100% of 
BBA students, 94% of MBA students, 92% of LLB students 
and 87% of B.Tech students have been successfully placed. 
Top recruiters this year includes Reliance Industries Ltd., 
TCS, Infosys Ltd., KPIT, IBM, L&T Infotech, Global Data, 
CGI Information Systems & Management Consultants. 
Another 16 students got placed in Middle-East and in the 
African continent. Indian Navy, through its University 
Entry Scheme, has hired 4 B.Tech students from 
Aerospace, Electronics, Oil& Gas Informatics and IT 
Infrastructure specializations.

 
 

China holds naval drill in Sea of Japan
 

 

Source: PressTV
 

20th  
August 2016

 
 
 China has conducted a “routine” naval drill in the Sea of 
Japan with the participation of missile-equipped warships, 
a Chinese military publication says. The drill was 
conducted in “certain part of the Sea of Japan,” China’s 
People’s Liberation Army Daily said on Friday, without 
providing any more specifics. Chinese destroyer Xi’an, 
frigate Hengshui and supply ship Goyouhu took part in the 
exercise. The strategic Sea of Japan is bordered by Japan, 
North Korea, Russia and South Korea.China conducted a 
joint naval drill with the Russian navy near the waters of 
the Sea of Japan last year.Beijing’s growing military power 
has concerned the United States as well as China’s 
neighbors, some of whom are engaged in territorial 
disputes with it. China, however, says it has no hostile 
intention and that it only seeks to modernize its military in 
an attempt to protect its legitimate security needs.  
 
India's $3.5 Billion Secret Is Out, Details of 
Scorpene Submarines Leaked  
 
Source: NDTV

 
August 24, 2016

 
 
 

New Delhi: Highly sensitive details on what makes six 
submarines being built in Mumbai so crucial for India's 
security have been leaked, triggering an investigation to 
determine the extent to which one of the world's largest 
defense projects has been compromised.

 More than 22,000 pages list the combat capabilities and 
other information on the Scorpene submarine and excerpts 
have been released by The Australian newspaper.The 
Scorpenes, being built for 3.5 billion dollars at the state-
run Mazagon shipyard, are considered some of the most 
advanced of their class in the world. They are so silent 
underwater that they are extremely difficult, if not 
impossible to detect. But now their sonar capabilities, the 



noise they generate and details of the combat system

 

they 
are armed with are totally exposed.

 

Conoco Partner Tries to Block Sale Of African 
Offshore Areas

 

Source: Fuelfix
 

23rd

 
August 2016

 
 
 

A ConocoPhillips partner
 

on Tuesday
 

moved to block 
the sale of Conoco’s interest in offshore areas off the coast 
of Africa. Last month, Houston-based Conoco, the world’s 
largest independent oil producer, announced it agreed to 
sell its interest in three exploration blocks off the coast of 
Senegal to Australia’s Woodside Petroleum for about $430 
million. Matt Fox, a Conoco

 
executive vice president, called 

the move an “important milestone” as the company works 
to get out of deepwater exploration in West Africa. The 
three offshore exploration blocks, Rufisque Offshore, 
Sangomar Offshore and Sangomar Deep Offshore, have a 
net value of about $250 million, Conoco said. The company 
still expects to complete the sale this year, a spokeswoman 
said.  

 

Navy Says Iranian Boats Harassed US Ship in 
Strait of Hormuz 

 
Source: The Blaze 
25th August 2016 

 
 WASHINGTON (AP) — Four Iranian small boats 

harassed a U.S. Navy warship near the Persian Gulf, but no 
missiles were fired, the chief of naval operations said 
Wednesday. 
Adm. John Richardson said the incident involving the 
guided missile destroyer USS Nitze reflects the greater 
competition the U.S. is facing at sea. He added it 
underscores the naval tensions with Tehran, which include 
other similar incidents as well as the brief detention in 
January of 10 U.S. Navy sailors who mistakenly steered 
into Iranian waters. 

 
A U.S. defense official said the Iranian boats 

approached the Nitze at high speed on Wednesday, in an 
unsafe and unprofessional manner. The destroyer fired ten 
flares in the direction of the Iranian boats and sounded the 
ship’s whistle several times in an effort to warn the boats 
away, the official said

 
 

Indian Navy
 

Tries to Downplay Submarine Data Leak 
after Ordering an Internal Audit To Rule Out

 Source: :Dailymail
 25 August 2016

 
 The leaked specifications of the Scorpene submarine will 

not pose any security compromise, the Indian Navy 
claimed on Thursday.

 
 

The Navy has been trying to downplay concerns over an 
information leak that could blunt the operational edge of 
six stealth submarines that India is building under licence 
from the French shipyard, DCNS.A day after The 
Australian newspaper published 22,000 pages detailing the 
combat capabilities of the new Indian submarine made 

with French collaboration, the Navy asserted that the vital 
parameters of the boat have been blacked out in papers 
available online.

 

The Navy is also undertaking an 
internal audit of procedures to rule out any security 
compromise.

  
 

It has also discussed the leak with the Director General 
of Armament of the French government, conveying its 
concerns.

 
A request was made to the French government to 

investigate at its end how the documents came out in 
public.

 
In a parallel effort, the authenticity of reports in 

public is being verified through diplomatic channels.
 

 

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority’s Next 
Gen Search and Rescue Satellite Tracking System 
is Now Operational

 
 

Source: :portnews
 

2016 August 25
 

 
 

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority’s (AMSA) 
Medium -  altitude   Earth   Orbit   Search   and   Rescue   

(MEOSAR)   system   for   emergency   distress   beacon   

detection is now   operational and   supporting search and 
rescue response in Australia.  
 The   new   technology   is   expected   to   improve   search   

and   rescue   response   times   for   distress   beacon  owners in 
emergency situations. The   satellite tracking   ground 
station   in Mingenew, Western Australia, detects beacon 
activations   from   Emergency   Position   Indicating   Radio   
Beacons   (EPIRBs),   Personal   Locator   Beacons (PLBs) and 
Emergency Locator Transmitters (ELTs) from overhead 
satellites and forwards the   information to the   Mission 
Control Centre in Canberra, initiating search and rescue 
response.  
 
First on CNN: US Fires Warning Shots at Iranian 
Vessel after Close Encounter  
 
Source: CNN  
26th

 August 2016  
 
 (CNN)A US Navy patrol craft fired three warning shots 
at an Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps boat Wednesday 
after US officials said it had harassed that patrol craft, CNN 
has learned.

 
 

Another US patrol craft and a Kuwaiti Navy ship were 
also

 
harassed in the incident, which took place in the 

northern end of the Persian Gulf.
 

 
At one point, the Iranian boat came within 200 yards of 

one of the US Navy boats.
 

When it failed to leave the area 
after the Navy had fired flares and had a radio conversation 
with the Iranian crew, the US officials said, the USS Squall 
fired three warning shots. Following standard maritime 
procedures, the Navy fired the three shots into the water to 
ensure the Iranians understood they needed to leave the 
immediate area. 

 
 Navy caught between devil and deep sea after data 
leak

 
 Source: The New Indian Express

 29th August 2016

 



 
 

NEW DELHI: The Scorepeneleaks has put the Indian 
Navy in deep waters. The scandal has detonated depth 
charges under its plans for the next line, state-of-the-art 
submarine with cutting-edge attack power. China, which 
has been expanding both its subcontinental influence and 
underwater fleet, has 51 conventional and five nuclear 
submarines at sea compared to India’s 14.

 

Even Pakistan has 11, which are modern and sophisticated 
compared to India’s ageing subs. 

 
 

In 1999, the Cabinet Committee on Security had 
approved the Navy’s 30-year indigenous submarine 
programme to replace the ageing fleet, under which 12 
submarines were to be built with foreign collaboration and 
inducted by 2012. The know-how was to help India build 
subs indigenously by 2030. Here too, the usual tragedy of 
Indian defence procurement has hit the Navy’s strike 
capability. Over 17 years later, not a single submarine has 
been delivered. 

 
 

Singapore to Focus on Improving Navigational 
Safety 

 

Source: maritime-connector 

31st August 2016 
 
 The Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) 

launched the first-ever International Safety@Sea 
Conference in Singapore. The conference will run for two 
days and concludes on 31 August 2016. Held as part of 
Safety@Sea Week, over 30 international speakers and 
industry experts from different sectors of the maritime 
industry came together to share best safety at sea practices 
with more than 350 local and international participants. 
Coordinating Minister for Infrastructure & Minister for 
Transport  Khaw Boon Wan officiated the opening 
ceremony and announced that MPA will establish a 
‘Community of Practice’ (CoP) comprising international 
maritime administrations, national safety councils and 
classification societies to share knowledge and best 
practices, as well as collaborate on promoting safety at sea. 
The CoP will commence in August 2017 and convene 
biennially.

 
  

China Says Navy Drills in Sea of Japan Are Routine
 

 Source: NBC news
 21th

 
August 2016

 
 China's navy has carried out drills in the Sea of Japan, the 

Chinese military's official newspaper said Friday, 
describing the exercises as routine and in accordance with 
international law. The Chinese navy has increasingly been 
exercising in waters far from home as it seeks to hone its 
operational abilities. Last year, five Chinese ships carried 
out exercises in international waters in the Bering Sea off 
Alaska.The People's Liberation Army Daily did not say 
exactly where the latest drills took place, describing it only 
as a "certain part of the Sea of Japan."The Sea of Japan is a 
strategic waterway bordered by Japan, Russia, South Korea 
and North Korea.Drill commander Xu Haihua said the 

exercises were part of routine annual arrangements and 
were meant to help improve the fleet's ability to fight far 
out at sea.The paper said some of the ships involved were 
on their way back from the U.S.-hosted Rim of the Pacific 
exercise, or RIMPAC, held in Hawaii."Exercises far out at 
sea in international waters are commonly done by navies of 
the world, and this year our navy has many times organized 
fleets to carry out exercises far out in the Western Pacific," 
the newspaper said. "This deep sea exercise is part of 
annual training arrangements, is not aimed at any specific

 

country, region or target, and accords with international 
law and practice," it said.

 
 

Maintaining Maritime Security
 

 

Source: The Nation
 

21th
 
August 2016

 
 

Operation Trident and its follow-up Operation Python were 
naval offensive operations launched on Pakistan’s port city 
of Karachi by the Indian Navy during the Indo-Pakistani 
War of 1971. The memory of the attack is not a pleasant 
one, as the Pak Navy lost the Minesweeper PNS Muhafiz, 
Destroyer PNS Khaibarsunk, MV Venus Challenger. 
Karachi harbour fuel  storage tanks were destroyed and 
over 100 sailors lost their lives. The aim was to create an 
economic blockade, and Pakistan cannot afford to face such 
a threat ever again.  
At the launch of the largest tanker constructed in Karachi 
shipyard, the Prime Minister made an indication of greater 
cooperation with Turkey in the construction of ships in the 
future as well. The 17000-tonnne heavy tanker fleet that 
was being inaugurated is a more contemporary version of 
its counterparts in the Pakistan Navy, has the capability to 
stay at sea for at least three months, and can provide dry 
and liquid cargo to other navy ships at sea. This support 
ship seems necessary if the Pakistan Navy were to expand 
its operations in the Indian Ocean, which it is likely to do 
once the Gwadar port has been completed. Karachi’s ports 
are currently the only connection Pakistan has in the way of 
trade routes through the sea.  
 
China’s First Overseas Military Outpost and Naval 
Base to Open in 2017 at Djibouti

 
 Source: chinatopix

 24th

 
August

 
2016

 
 
 

China is building its first overseas naval base and 
military outpost at the small port town of Obock in the 
Republic of Djibouti on ground originally intended for use 
by the U.S. Army. The Chinese base on a 364,000 square 
meter (90 acre) plot will house supply stores; barracks for a 
small force of Chinese marines or Special Forces; 
maintenance facilities for aircraft and ships and weapons 
sites.

  



 

Dry Bulk: 2017 could mark the start of lower ship 
deliveries helping tonnage supply issues in the 
market, says shipowner

 
 

Source: Hellenic Shipping News 
 

16th

 
August 2016

 
 
 

Dry bulk owner Pacific Basin, mainly active in the 
Handysize and Supramax trades appeared optimistic in its 
analysis of the prospects of the dry bulk market moving 
forward. In short, high scrapping activity, lower ship 
deliveries from 2017 onwards, as a result of negligible 
newbuilding activity and increased slippage, could lead to a 
significant improvement of the demand/supply balance of 
the market moving forward. 

 
 

According to Pacific Basin, “Handysize and Supramax 
spot market rates averaged US$3,900 and

 
US$4,570 per 

day net respectively in the first half of 2016, representing a 
22% and 27% decline in average earnings year on year. 
Baltic dry bulk freight market indices continued to decline 
in early 2016 to new record lows for all bulk carrier types 
which, in February, all recorded TCE earnings of less than 
US$3,000 per day.  

 We expect the absence of new ordering to result in 
significantly reduced new ship deliveries from next year 
onwards”, the ship owner concluded. 

 
China to Require U.S. Imports to be Mosquito-Free 

 
Source: USATODAY 
16th August 2016 

 
 In a move that could create export delays and add cost, 

China is now requiring that imported American goods be 
mosquito-free to prevent spread of the Zika virus, 
according to a trade advisory issued Wednesday by one of 
the world's largest shipping lines. The advisory from the 
Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC), cites an 
announcement from the Chinese General Administration of 
Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine: If no 
certificate is provided, the

 
buyer must fumigate the cargo at 

arrival at port of destination.” The requirement comes as 
American health officials grapple with reports of Zika 
infections in Florida from mosquitoes.Butit’s unclear how 
exactly that requirement will be implemented

 
  

“This will most certainly disrupt the U.S. exporters’ 
ability to deliver goods affordably and on time to foreign 
customers in China,” the trade group said in a statement. 

 Zika is primarily transmitted by Aedesaegypti, also known 
as the yellow fever mosquito, which thrives in tropical 

 climates. The virus is hard to detect as 80% of people 
infected show no symptoms. For those who do, the illness 
is usually mild with symptoms including fever, rash, joint 
pain and red eyes lasting from several days to a week. 
China first announced the requirement on March 2, but the 

 
 

 

U.S. was not listedamong the 40 countries and regions in 
which it initially applied.

 

Maersk Line reports a second quarter loss of USD 
151 million.

 

Source: International Shipping News.
 

16th August 2016
 

 
 

Maersk Line reported a second quarter (Q2) 2016 result 
that is USD 658 million lower than Q2 2015. The 
overriding reason for the loss is record low freight rates.

 

Revenue in Q2 was USD 5,061 million, which is 19% lower 
than Q2 2015 (USD 6,263 million). Volumes were 6.9% 
higher as Maersk Line delivered on its objective of growing 
at least in line with the market to defend our leading 
position. Maersk Line´s capacity grew 2.2%. 

 
 The average freight rate continued to fall throughout the 
second quarter of 2016 due to lower bunker prices, weak 
demand and overcapacity. Compared to Q2 2015, Maersk 
Line’s average rate declined by 24% to USD 1,716, which is 
the lowest average freight rate ever reported by Maersk 
Line.  
 On 4 November 2015, Maersk Line announced a cost 
reduction programme aiming to reduce SG&A cost by USD 
250 million per year in 2016 and 2017 including reducing 
the work force by at least 4,000 positions. This is 
progressing as planned.Maersk Line maintains its 2016 full 
year expectation of a significantly lower underlying result 
than for 2015 (USD 1.3bn).  

Coal’s rally is at risk from lower China imports in 
August  

Source: Commodity News  
16th

 August 2016  
 
 If you believe that thermal coal’s rally this year has been 
largely on the back of rising Chinese imports, it follows that 
any sign of moderation in demand in the world’s biggest 
buyer would raise a red flag of caution.

 That banner may be in the process of being hoisted, with 
shipping data suggesting August imports of the fuel used 
mainly for power generation may be the lowest for six 
months.

 
 

Ship-tracking data compiled by Thomson Reuters 
Commodity Research and Forecasts estimate that 13.07 
million tonnes of coal

 
will arrive in China in August, down 

substantially from the 18.92 million tonnes in July, which 
was the most so far this year.

 
 

The Newcastle Weekly Index, the main thermal coal 
marker, has rallied almost 42 percent since its year-low in 
late January to end last week at $67.13 a ton, while ICE 
Newcastle futures have surged 41 percent over the same 
period.

 



What the market will have to decide is how well a 40-
percent rally in coal prices sits with a much more modest, 
single-figure gain in Chinese imports and

 
a decline in 

Indian purchases.
 

 

L&T Hydrocarbon eyes $1 billion worth projects in 
offshore business

 
 

Source: livemint
 

17th
 

August 2016
 

 
 

L&T Hydrocarbon Engineering CEO Subramanian 
Sarma says most of investments are likely to come from the 
public sector as it has a higher ability to spend Indian 
Larsen and Toubro Ltd (L&T) expects the domestic 
offshore oil and gas industry to attract nearly $5 billion 
investments over the next four-five years, and is hopeful of 
bagging contracts worth $1 billion in the segment, a senior 
company official said. “Hydrocarbon industry is currently 
going through a difficult period. At $40-50 a barrel, capital 
expenditure has reduced across the globe though there is 
lesser impact on gas development,” L&T Hydrocarbon 
Engineering chief executive and managing director 
Subramanian Sarma told PTI.  

 “There are very few private players who may also 
embark on new development and between private and 
public investments, we should be able to capture a 
reasonable size of market,” he said.In the offshore oil and 
gas industry, the company provides turnkey solutions. 
LTHE has also tied up with international firms like GE and 
McDermott for deep-water projects on the east coast of 
India. With McDermott, L&T is executing a Rs.2,450crore 
order for the Vashishta deep-water greenfield 
development. It has partnered with GE for manufacturing 
sub-sea manifolds to be used in deep-water projects in the 
Krishna-Godavari basin. 

The World’s Largest Shipping Company Has 2 Dire 
Warnings for the Global Economy 

Source: Businessinsider
 

17th

 
August 2016

 
 
 

The Danish shipping conglomerate Maersk painted a 
grim picture on the state of its industry and warned about 
potential changes to trade policy. On Friday, the company 
said its second-quarter earnings were unsatisfactory, even 
though it escaped a loss.Its profit tumbled from $1 billion a 
year ago to $100 million. It cited lower prices for oil, freight 
shipment, and tanker charters as reasons for the decline. 

 It expects 2016 profits to be “significantly below last year” 
at $3.1 billion. Maersk Line, the container-shipping 
company, also expects results to be worse year-over-year. 
The containerterminal, drilling, and shipping-services 
businesses are forecast to decline.Maersk Oil now expects 
positive earnings for the year, upgraded from a Q1 estimate 
for breakeven and the only upwardly revised forecast.To 
deal with the industry-wide downturn, Maersk is also 
exploring strategic options that could involve selling some 
parts of the company. According to Reuters, the company is 

fighting to keep its No. 1 position as mergers and 
acquisitions create bigger competitors.

 

Panama Canal expects tonnage to grow by 17% in 
FY 2017 from 2015 record high

 

Source: Platts
 

17th

 
August 2016

 
 
 

The Panama Canal expects to handle 17% more tonnage
 

in fiscal year 2017 —
 

the first full year of operations at the 
expanded waterway —

 
compared with last fiscal year’s 

record high of 340.8 million Panama Canal tons, Panama 
Canal Administrator and CEO Jorge L. Quijano said 
Monday.

 
 

According to the monthly canal operations report for 
July, 946 vessels transited the old and new locks at the 
Panama Canal, including 59 Neopanamax vessels.

 

In addition, there are ongoing draft restrictions in place at 
the new locks. The maximum allowable draft for vessels 
transiting the Neopanamax locks currently stands at 13.41 
meters (44 feet) —  compared with the design draft of up to 
50 feet at the new locks.  
 The canal celebrated 102 years of operations Monday, 
one day after transiting the 100th vessel —  The Panama-
flagged containership, the Hanjin Xiamen —  through the 
expanded locks. The ship passed through the canal Sunday 
morning en route to New York, the ACP said.  
 
Carriers Face $5 Billion Annual Loss, Warns 
Drewry  
 
Source: The Loadstar  
17th  August 2016  
 
 By Mike Wackett (TheLoadStar) Container lines are 
enduring a “severe revenue contraction”, said  Drewry, after 
the first six-month turnover figures reported so far by 
carriers were down an average of 18% on the same period 
of 2015.Sales are contracting faster than carriers can cut 
costs, and unless there is a significant uptick of freight 
rates, the consultant predicts industry losses of “at least 
$5bn” this year and spark

 
a further flurry of M&A activity.

 
Indeed, if the carrier depression continues apace, full-year 
revenue will plunge below that of its lowest point in 2009, 
a year when the industry suffered collective operating 
losses of $19bn.

 
 

The carriers reported interim losses of $57m, $158m 
and $114m respectively, but of particular concern was that 
all three suggested that a return to profitability was a very 
long way away.“Freight rates dropped in the second quarter 
of 2016 to record low levels; we made a loss as we were 
unable to reduce costs at the same speed. We are not 
satisfied with our second-quarter result,” said Maersk 
CEO

 
SorenSkou.These days, 50% of Maersk Line’s business 

comes from the volatile spot market –
 

compared with less 
than 25% a few years ago when the Danish carrier famously 
referred to the spot market as a “casino”.

 



Union Upset as World’s Largest Container 
Shipping Company Sheds Vessels and Jobs

 

Source: handyshippingguide

 

20th August 2016

 
 
 

The news that Maersk, the largest container shipping 
group
 

in the world, is to cut its Offshore Service Vessel 
(OSV) fleet by up to 20 from a fleet of 56, and the 
consequential loss of 400 jobs, has been met with 
disappointment in some quarters but with little surprise. 
The ships will be sold off over the next 18

 
months after 

market conditions described as ‘unprecedented’ by the 
Danish company. The vessels are part of the Maersk Supply 
Service division whose boss, Jørn Madsen, commented on 
a move which is likely to affect the price of similar craft 
which are principally used to fulfil the needs of the offshore 
oil and gas industry. 

 
 

Last week the AP Møller-Maersk group issued Q2 
figures showing a drop of 89% in net profits, down to $118 
million yet this did not dent its share price which rose on 
the news mainly due to the ability of the group to sell off 
individual sectors of the whole business or cut costs and 
assets if deemed necessary, hence the latest announcement. 

Samsung Heavy Raises Nearly $1 Billion 

Source: Reuters 
20th August 2016 

 
 By Joyce Lee (Reuters)  South Korea’s Samsung Heavy 

Industries Co Ltd said on Friday its board of directors have 
approved a plan to raise about 1.1 trillion won ($985.22 
million) via a rights issue as the shipbuilder struggles to 
cope with a prolonged downturn. Samsung Heavy, part of 
the Samsung Group conglomerate, has been planning to 
sell share as it copes with deep losses stemming from a 
drop in orders for new vessels. The government expects a 
20 percent drop in major shipbuilders’ capacity by 2018 
from 2015. 

 The company said in a regulatory filing it plans to issue 
159.1 million new shares at 6,920 won each, a 30 percent 
discount to Thursday’s closing price of 9,890 won, with the 
new shares to be listed on Nov. 28.

 
Samsung Heavy, Hyundai Heavy Industries Co Ltd and 
Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering Co Ltd –

 
the 

world’s biggest shipbuilders by orders, and all based in 
South Korea –

 
this year

 
announced plans to sell up to 4.8 

trillion won in combined assets and find 3.6 trillion won 
through cost cuts.

 

Experts predict oil and gas industry comeback
 

Source: KLFY
 21th

 
August 2016

 
 After two years of massive jobs cuts laid off oil and gas 

workers could soon find relief. The steady decline in the oil 
and gas industry has been devastating for many families 
here in Acadiana. Nationwide, nearly two hundred 
thousand jobs have been lost since 2014, but recent 

predictions say the industry is making a comeback. 
According to the Goldman Sachs report, the industry is 
expecting a boost in drilling activity that would create 
between 80,000 to 100,000 jobs by the end of 2018. 
Louisiana Oil and Gas Association President Don Briggs 
said the steady rise in the industry could actually result in a 
shortage of workers. “When you lose that many people and 
they go into other jobs and other profession then we lose 
that expertise. So what they are predicting is a shortage of 
workers in the industry when this comes back and 
rebounds.”Briggs said while this is good news, he wants to 
remind those looking for work it won’t happen over night. 

 
 

Softened Global Economy And Market 
Fluctuations Contribute To Reduced Traffic 
Through The Port Of Vancouver

 
 

Source: Port of Vancouver
 

22th
 
August 2016

 
 
 A softened global economy, the weakened Canadian 
dollar, and some containerized cargo shifting back to 
United States ports following an extended labour 
disruption on the U.S. west coast last year are primary 
factors contributing to lighter  than usual traffic through the 
Port of Vancouver, according to the port authority’s 2016 
mid-year statistics report released today. Despite the short-
term slow down, forecasts show that long-term growth in 
trade will continue to bolster the Canadian economy.  
Total cargo for the half-year ending June 30, 2016 was 66.0 
million metric tonnes, an overall decrease of 5.9 per cent 
over the same period in 2015. These results represent a 
softening of volumes in all major commodities except 
grain, where increases in barley (up 41.8 per cent) and 
canola (up 40.1 per cent) contributed to overall growth in 
that sector.  
 In the container sector, volumes weakened in the first 
half of 2016 compared to last year, when the port 
experienced a temporary surge of cargo in 2015  as shippers 
chose to move freight through Canada due to labour 
disruptions at U.S. west coast ports. Between January and 
June 2016, 1.4 million container TEUs (twenty-foot 
equivalent units) moved through the Port of Vancouver, 
representing a decrease of 6.5 per cent from the same 
period in the record-breaking 2015 year. Compared to 
2014, 2016 volume is up 1.3 per cent.

 

Us-China Trade Declines, Deficit Down 7pc To 
Us$212 Billion

 

Source: Schednet
 23th

 
August 2016

 
 
 

SINO-AMERICAN trade is currently declining and 
according to the US Census Bureau, American merchandise 
exports to the PRC fell eight per cent to US$51.2 billion in 
the first half of this year. In comparison, American 
merchandise exports to Canada over the same period were 
$133.8 billion, to Mexico $113.6 billion, according to the 
American Enterprise Institute (AEI).There are more 
surprising results elsewhere. American imports from the 



PRC fell seven cent to $212.5 billion. The merchandise 
trade deficit, while still huge, fell six per cent to $161 
billion. There are obvious reasons for the reduction -

 

the 
Chinese economy is slowing and Chinese competitiveness 
in certain sectors is weakening.None of this changes the 
blow to American manufacturing from China's WTO entry. 
Nor does it change the theft of intellectual property by 
Chinese entities."The US should evaluate our economic 
policies toward the PRC. But that evaluation could use a 
dose of reality: today's China isn't our most important 
trade partner. It isn't even as important as yesterday's 
China,"

 
the AEI said.

 
 

Amid Industry Downturn, Global Shipping Sees 
Record-Low Growth

 
 

Source: NPR
 

23th
 

August 2016
 

 
 

The massive container ships that ply the high seas bring 
us pineapples and mangoes in winter, and computers and 
cheap t-shirts all year round. But the shipping industry is a 
volatile, cyclical and ferociously competitive business. 
There are good years and bad years. And then there’s this 
year.  

 Porter says this is partly a self-inflicted crisis because 
many of the companies are over-ordering. Now, orders for 
new vessels have dried up. William Bennett, a senior 
analyst at VesselsValue in London, which follows the cargo 
markets, says companies ordered about 1,500 new vessels 
in 2015. For oil tankers, the situation is even more dire. 
Earnings at the turn of the year were around $50,000 to 
$60,000 per day. Bennett, with VesselsValue, says they’re 
now looking at $1,000 a day. “So you can see the situation 
has gone incredibly sour,” he says. Bennett says shipping 
lines are looking to be more efficient and cut costs.  

 
Demand Growth in Asia-North Europe Trade 
Remains Muted 

 
Source: World Maritime News

 
23th

 
August 2016

 
 
 

Headhaul demand growth in
 

the Asia-North Europe 
trade remains muted and this year’s third quarter peak 
season is proving uninspiring for the carriers, according to 
shipping consultancy Drewry.

 Westbound volumes rose year-on-year by 1.8% in the 
second

 
quarter, following a 1.2% rise in the first three 

months of 2016. April’s uplift of 7.7% followed on from 
strong gains in March but results for both May and June 
showed a slight negative tendency and the 12-month rolling 
growth average at the end of June of minus 2.0% reveals 
that on-going annualised growth has eluded this trade for a 
whole year now.

 
 

The peak season cargo rush in the third quarter to date 
has not been particularly strong and the westbound ships, 
while achieving load factors in excess of 90%, have not 
come under space pressure.

 
 

The third quarter should still produce the largest 
quarterly volume of the year but the margin between 

westbound cargo flows in that period and the preceding 
three months may be relatively slim, Drewry said.

 
 

The rate wars that marked the first quarter of 2016 have 
abated and a clear upwards trajectory for spot prices was 
seen since the spring, however, according to the shipping 
consultancy,

 
“without full ships the recovery in going rates 

always appears fragile.”
 

Container equipment prices hit record lows and 
still falling

 

Source: JOC
 

24th
 
Aug

 
2016

 
 
 

Container equipment prices have crashed to all-time 
lows and are still falling

 
owing to a combination of cheaper 

production and material costs and sagging demand.
 

The container equipment index price fell to $1,450 per 20-
foot-equivalent unit at the end of 2015, down from $1,900 
per TEU a year earlier, according to the latest edition of the 
Container Census report by Drewry Shipping Consultants.  

The average price in 2015 was $1,750, down 15 
percent  from 2014, and by the end of the year the index 
had closed at the record low of 2001 and 2002, the 
London-based shipping consultancy said.  

The global equipment fleet increased by 3.8 percent in 
2015 to 37.6 million TEUs, the lowest annual growth ever 
except for 2009, when it shrank because of a weakening 
global economy.  
 The market for maritime 40-foot, high-cube, dry freight 
and reefer containers grew the fastest in 2015, rising 6.4 
percent, while demand for 20-foot containers grew just 3 
percent.The fleet of 40-foot high cube containers increased 
by 1.5 million units in 2015 compared with 333,000 
twenty-foot containers.  

Asia Fuel Oil-Singapore supplies drop but fuel oil 
markets remain steady  

Source: Reuters
 

25TH

 
August 2016

 
 
 

SINGAPORE, Aug 25 (Reuters) -
 

The front-month time 
spreads of Singapore's 380-cstfuel oil markets remained 
largely unchanged on Thursday despite a third consecutive 
week of declines in onshore Singapore supplies of fuel oil. 
Onshore supplies of Singapore fuel oil fell by 2.16 million 
barrels, equivalent to about 322,000 tonnes, in the week to 
Aug. 25 to a seven-month low of 21.43 millionbarrels, or 
3.2 million tonnes, the latest official data showed. In the 
week to Aug. 17, onshore inventories fell by 2.68 million 
barrels, equivalent to about 400,000 tonnes. Despite the 
inventory draw, the Sept/Oct time spreads of 380-cst fuel 
were unchanged from the previous session, trading at 
parity to Singapore quotes on the Intercontinental 
Exchange (ICE) by 1630 Singapore time, industry sources 
said. At the start of last week, EW spreads jumped more 
than $4 to $19.25, opening up arbitrage opportunities from 
the West. 

 
 



Ship owners refuse to cut charter fees for Hanjin

 

Source: koreatimes

 

16th August 2016

 
 
 

Hanjin Shipping is in discussions about charter fee 
reductions with its major ship owner, Seaspan Corp. But 
both sides are unlikely reach an agreement by the Sep. 4 
debt relief deadline, hinting at the looming possibility that 
the ailing shipping company may go into receivership next 
month. According to industry and financial insiders, 
Monday, Seaspan Corp. has so far refused to cut Hanjin 
Shipping's charter fees but reportedly offered an 
"alternative way" to provide commensurate financial relief 
to the shipping company. Hanjin Shipping chartered a total 
of 60 container ships from 22 owners in nine countries. 
Hanjin Shipping sold its 21 percent stake in the Tan 
CangCaiMep International Terminal in Vietnam for 23 
billion won to Hanjin Transportation, a parcel delivery 
company under Hanjin Group. It also sold a bulk carrier to 
H-Line Shipping for 14 billion won and its stake in the 
company H-Line Shipping 33 billion won. In June, it sold 
its trademark rights to HanjinKal for 74.2 billion won and 
operating rights of eight Southeast Asian routes for 62.1 
billion won. The company also sold its London and Tokyo 
offices for 32.2 billion won and 8.2 billion won, 
respectively, and through this selling spree, the company 
has so far secured some 267.7 billion won. 

UK P&I Club – “‘Seafarers’ Protection Act’ protects 
Filipino seafarers from ‘ambulance-chasing’ 
lawyers” 

Source: Marine Insurance P&I Club News 
16th August 2016 

 
 Tony Nicholson, Senior Claims Director at UK P&I 

Club, outlines concerns around the Philippine legal system 
and praises the new ‘Seafarers Protection Act’. “Filipino 
seafarers make an immense contribution to the world’s 
ocean-going merchant shipping fleet and their home 
country. Unfortunately this is somewhat overshadowed by 
continuing frustrations within the Philippine legal system.

 “The frustrations are primarily due to a relatively small 
number of seafarers who –

 
aided by ‘ambulance-chasing’ 

lawyers –
 

succeed with spurious arbitration claims against 
employers before the National Labor Relations 
Commission and National Conciliation and Mediation 
Board.

 
 

“Due to a quirk in the Philippine legal system, the 
arbitration awards must be paid by employers, regardless 
of whether they wish to contest them. Over the past eight 
years more than 250 arbitration decisions have been 

 successfully appealed by employers. However, and perhaps
 not surprisingly, very little of the £18 million they have 

 

 

starting with new legislation against ambulance-chasing 
lawyers.

 
 

Legal title to the money in the Escrow account would 
rest with the employer but the claimant would hold 
beneficial title.“The new Seafarers’ Protection Act means 
Filipino seafarers and their families should now be 
protected from losing up to 60% of their contractual 
compensation entitlements due to the unscrupulous 
practices of ‘ambulance-chasing’ lawyers. 

 
 

ILO: Algeria Ratifies Maritime Labour Convention
 

 

Source: World Maritime News
 

16th August 2016
 

 
 

Algeria recently became the 79th Member State to ratify 
the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 (MLC, 2006) with 
the International Labour Organization (ILO).  

The government of Algeria deposited the instrument of 
ratification of the MLC, 2006 in late July, marking  another 
step towards worldwide ratification.  

The MLC, 2006 consolidates and revises the majority of the 
maritime labour instruments previously adopted by the 
ILO. The convention, which is considered the “fourth 
pillar” of the international regulatory regime, together with 
the International Maritime Organization (IMO) 
Conventions SOLAS, STCW and MARPOL, represents a 
turning point, since both seafarers and shipowners can 
benefit from the standards that it sets, ILO said.  
 In 2015, the Algerian merchant fleet counted 138 ships 
totalling 747,500 gross tonnage  and the country estimated 
global supply of seafarers amounted to 1,137.  
 
BMI Research: US East Coast ports & Panama 
Canal expansion –  no short-term benefits  
 
Source: BMI  
17th August 2016

 
 
 

The port of New York-New Jersey will face short-term 
challenges in

 
taking advantage of the expansion of the 

Panama Canal to capture an increasing share of Asia-US 
trade. Continuing infrastructure deficiencies, ongoing 
labour tensions and significant congestion on inland 
transport routes will hinder the ability to manage larger 
throughput volumes, and cause supply chain delays.

 This project will allow the larger 14,000 TEU vessels which 
can pass through the expanded Panama Canal to enter the 
harbour. 

 
 

The INRIX 2015Traffic Scorecard ranked New York as 
the fifth most congested city in the US, and a growing 
population combined with expanding car ownership is 
putting a strain on the road network. This will be 
exacerbated when the larger ships begin to call at New 
York-New Jersey, as they will be unloading a larger volume 
of containers during a shorter time. It will be some time 



before more efficient unloading and dispatch of containers 
is developed by port authorities, and both congestion in the 
terminals themselves and on surrounding roads will likely 
increase in the short term. 

 
 

Indonesian President Vows to Fund ‘Massive’ 
Maritime Infrastructure Program

 
 

Source: Bloomberg
 

17th
 

August 2016
 

 
 

President JokoWidodo vowed Tuesday to develop all of 
Indonesia’s frontier areas, including the Natuna Islands 
close to where it is embroiled in a

 
dispute with China, and 

outlined plans to fund a massive maritime infrastructure 
program to accelerate growth in Southeast Asia’s biggest 
economy.

 
 

Indonesia’s navy has been involved in several 
altercations with Chinese fishing boats and coast guard 
vessels off the gas-rich Natuna Islands in recent months. 
Beijing claims the waters around the islands as part of its 
traditional fishing grounds. While Indonesia is not a 
claimant in the broader disputes China has with several 
other nations over its South China Sea claims, Widodo has 
sought to underscore Indonesian sovereignty in the area. 
The deficit was expected to climb to 332.8 trillion rupiah 
($25.4 billion), but at 2.41 percent of GDP, debt will be 
lower than the revised 2.5 percent figure announced earlier 
this month.  

Braemar Adjusting Agrees Strategic Partnership In 
Iran 

Source: Braemar Adjusting 
18th August 2016 

 
 Braemar Adjusting is pleased to announce that it has 

agreed a strategic partnership with Calm Sea Culture 
Marine Services Limited (CSC) to act as its local resource 
partner in Iran. Braemar Adjusting provides Loss 
Adjusting, Risk Assessment, Legal/Expert Witness and 
Dispute Resolution services to the Energy, Marine, Mining 
and Construction insurance industries, through its 
strategically located global network of offices.As a result of 
this strategic arrangement, CSC will become an integral 
part of our network by representing Braemar Adjusting in 
the emerging Iranian market following the recent lifting of 
international sanctions.CSC will report directly to Braemar 
Adjusting’s MENA regional headquarters in Dubai and this 
strategic alliance will allow Braemar Adjusting to further 
expand its operations within the region, particularly in the 
Energy, Marine, Power and Construction sectors. 

 
 China Urges Singapore Not To Interfere In South 

China Sea Disputes AtAsean Meeting
 

 Source: South China Morning Post

 18th

 

August 2016

 
 
 

A senior Chinese diplomat urged Singapore to stay out 
of South China Sea disputes at a meeting involving China 

and Southeast Asian countries. The remark was made as 
China and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
made progress on Tuesday towards adopting a binding 
code of conduct in the South China Sea. 

 

Contract Awarded to Ace Winches by Vard Group 
as for Norway’s Largest Construction Vessel

 

Source: ACE Winches
 

25th August 2016
 

 
 

Leading global deck machinery specialist, ACE Winches, 
has recently been awarded a spooling contract with Vard 
Group AS for Norway’s largest construction vessel. The 
scope of work includes the spooling of two 3,500 metre 
ROV umbilicals, the spooling of a crane boom wire and aux 
wire, including 3,900 metres of 135mm wire on to the 
vessel’s crane. The largest wire on this project weighs 
360te, ACE Winches had to build a new upgraded spooling

 

winch to accommodate the weight. The contract will see a 
dedicated team work on the project.  

Hanjin Shipping to Submit Self-Rescue Plan  

Source: World Maritime News  

August 26, 2016  
 
 South Korean container carrier Hanjin Shipping 
has  submitted a new self-rescue plan which would see the 
company shed more  assets, the Korea Herald said citing 
industry sources.  
 The company’s initial plan was to raise some KRW 400 
billion (USD 359 million) through the sale of shares, 
however, the shipping firm’s creditors  reportedly asked 
Hanjin to increase  this number to around KRW 700 billion. 
Furthermore, the company’s half year net loss stood at 
KRW 473 billion, against a net income of KRW 127.1 billion 
seen in the first half of 2015.  
 The restructuring included  discussions on charter rate 
reduction and alliance reorganization, however, the 
company  has still not reachedan agreement with 22 
shipowners on charter rate cuts. 

 

OOCL advisory: China's Zika Prevention Policy 
affects importers

 

Source: Shippingonline
 24TH August 2016

 
 
 

HONG KONG's Orient Overseas Container Line (OOCL) 
has issued an advisory that containers from areas affected 
by the Zika virus into China are subject to anti-mosquito 
treatment (disinfection) at the place of origin or at the 
discharging port in China.

 
 

"Please note that carriers are not involved in this 
procedure and all related costs for the necessary treatment 
shall be borne by the customer," said the OOCL advisory. 
Phipps was suspended from his position following the 
complaint, and no interviews were conducted for any 



applicants from Fleetwood, according to Wallem. An 
apology was issued to Walker.

 
 

The shipping company also said in an email to HKFP 
that “it is an extremely unfortunate incident of very poor 
judgement by a single individual and does not in any way 
reflect the views held by the Wallem Group.” The company 
also said that “the individual in question is no longer in 
Wallem’s employment.”

 

APL Strengthens Asia-Europe Service Offerings 
with New India Pakistan

 
Europe Service

 

Source: APL
 

24 August 2016
 

 
 

APL today announced the launch of a new weekly 
service -

 
the India Pakistan Europe (IPE) Service, directly 

connecting the key South Asian markets of India and 
Pakistan to major ports in Europe. The new IPE service 
builds on APL’s strong market presence and local expertise 
in India and Pakistan to enhance its Asia-Europe service 
offerings. 

“Europe is a premier trading partner and a major export 
market of South Asian countries. It is opportune that we 
expand our service coverage in Asia-Europe through the 
new IPE service, directly linking the major economies of 
India and Pakistan to Europe. As APL offers market 
connectivity, our priorities are also to provide reliable and 
timely cargo shipments across all regions,” said Eric  

India, US may sign agreement on logistics support 

Source: hindustantimes. 
29th August 2016 

 
 India and the United States are likely to sign a key 

agreement that will allow the two countries to provide 
logistics support to each other’s fighter planes, warships 
and personnel this week during defence minister 
ManoharParrikar’s three-day visit to the US. 

 The signing of the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of 
Agreement (LEMOA), which has been delayed for about a 
decade, would be one of the highlights of

 
Parrikar’s visit. 

The two countries agreed to sign the LEMOA in principle 
during US defencesecretary Ashton Carter’s visit to New 
Delhi earlier in April. Parrikar is scheduled to hold his 
third meeting with Carter on Monday. 

 

Asia-Europe Rate War's End Boosts Spot Market, 
But Fails to Lift Contracts

 

Source: Seanews
 08Auguts 2016

 
 
 

ASIA-EUROPE rate war is over, and the spot market is 
bound to improve though little can be expected on long 
term contract rates, says London's Drewry Maritime 
Research. Drewry's latest Container Insight Weekly notes 
that west bound demand growth remained muted, and 
prospects for this year's third quarter peak season are 

"uninspiring".But changes may come when contract rate 
renegotiations with beneficial cargo owners (BCOs) start 
again in November, Drewry said carriers had reacted to the 
stagnant demand growth by trimming capacity, estimating 
that 4.4 per cent of slots had been removed from the 
system between January and July year on year.

 

Iran, Russia ink $1 billion oil rig deal 
 

Source: presstv
 

28th Auguts  2016
 

 
 

Russian shipbuilder KrasnyeBarrikady and an
 

Iranian 
company have signed a deal worth $1 billion to build five 
offshore drilling rigs for oil and gas exploration in the 
Persian Gulf.

 
The deal signed with Iran’s Tasdid Offshore 

Development Company (TODC) on Sunday envisages the 
construction of each drilling rig over two years in the port 
city of Khorramshahr, TODC Managing Director 
EhsanollahMousavi said.   The project will be jointly 
financed by Russia and Iran, and put the Islamic Republic 
among the countries capable of building drilling rigs.  

Contract Awarded to Ace Winches by Vard Group 
as for Norway’s Largest Construction Vessel  

Source: ACE Winches  
25th August 2016  
 
Leading global deck machinery specialist, ACE Winches, 
has recently been awarded a spooling contract  with Vard 
Group AS for Norway’s largest construction vessel. The 
scope of work includes the spooling of two 3,500 metre 
ROV umbilicals, the spooling of a crane boom wire and aux 
wire, including 3,900 metres of 135mm wire on to the 
vessel’s crane. The largest wire on this project weighs 
360te, ACE Winches had to build a new upgraded spooling 
winch to accommodate the weight. The contract will see a 
dedicated team work on the project.  
Alfie Cheyne, CEO, ACE Winches said: “This project is a 
huge achievement for ACE Winches and demonstrates our  
capacity to take on large scale contracts where we are given 
responsibility for the whole project.”

 
 

The project comes as ACE Winches announced the 
appointment of Andy Thom to its board as Chief 
Commercial Officer. Andy joins ACE Winches from Sea 
Trucks Group where he had held several senior 
management roles since 2008.

  
Andy will be attending 

ONS 2016 along with Alfie Cheyne and the ACE Winches 
Norge team. 

 

OOCL to
 
Cancel Transpacific And Asia-Europe 

Sailings In October
 

Source: Transportweekly

 25 August 2016

 
 Hong Kong's Orient Overseas Container Line (OOCL) has 
announced the cancellation of transpacific and Asia-
Europe sailings in anticipation of low demand in October, 



according to Shipping Gazette.

 

On the Pacific, this will affect the Central China 4 (CC4) 
service, estimated to arrive Shanghai on October 7 in Week 
40 east bound, with an ETA in Los Angeles on October 22 
in Week 42 west bound.

 
The service resumes with 5,000-

TEU NYK Atlas (NAL) 091E/W: ETA Shanghai on October 
14 in Week 41 on EB, and ETA Los

 
Angeles on October 29 

in Week 43 on WB.
 

The announcement also affects South 
China 2 (SC2): ETA Shenzhen-Da Chan Bay on October 9 
in Week 41 on EB, and ETA Long Beach on October 25 in 
Week 43 on WB. The service resumes with 8,888-TEU 
OOCL Miami (OIM) 032E/W: ETA Da Chan Bay on 
October 16 in Week 42 on EB, and ETA Los Angeles on 
October 29 in Week 44 on WB.In the Asia-Europe trade, 
this will affect Loop 5: the 13,208-TEU OOCL France (OFS) 
003W/E (ETA Kwangyang on September 30 in Week 39 on 
WB, with an ETA at

 
Le Havre on November 4 in Week 44 

on EB).
 

It will also affect Loop 7: the 13,900-TEU APL 
Raffles (RAF) 015W/E (ETA Qingdao on October 10 in 
Week 41 on WB, and ETA Rotterdam on November 14 in 
Week 46 on EB).In the Asia-Med trade, this will affect the 
EMX service, and the 4,253-TEU ZIM Genova (GVO) 046 
W/E (ETA Busan on October 7 in Week 40 on WB, and 
ETA Novorossiysk on November 6 in Week 45 on EB). 

No girls allowed? Hong Kong-based shipping firm 
backtracks on ‘no interviews for females’ policy 

Source: Hongkong Fp 
26 August 2016 

 
A female deck officer, Sophia Walker, was shut out of 
a chance for a job interview with the Wallem Ship 
Management in July, a Hong Kong-based international 
shipping company, because she was female, according to 
emails exchanged between Walker, college tutor Jonathan 
Ward, and Brian Phipps, a representative from Wallem. 
An email dated July 18 from Phipps stated that “Wallem is 
an equal opportunity company but we WILL NOT offer 
places for the female cadets because we can’t offer the 
appropriate onboard environment to make it work.” Phipps 
further went on to say

 
“I

 
suppose the cruise industry is the 

most appropriate (indeed the Captain of the Queen 
Victoria, on which I cruised recently, was a lady.)”

 Walker, who
 

trained as a deck officer
 

at the Fleetwood 
Nautical Campus of Blackpool and the Fylde College in the 
UK, told HKFP that “for Wallem to view my valuable 
qualifications as worthless –

 
purely because I am of the 

female gender, is very upsetting, frustrating, humiliating 
and demeaning to me,” and also said that she felt badly let 
down “that the Fleetwood tutor was actually complying 
with it –

 
no interview for females.”

 Ward said “Sophia, sorry about the omission,”
 

when 
forwarding Phipps’ email to the interview candidates, 
including

 
Walker.

 Walker filed a complaint of discrimination after the 
incident, and in a letter dated August 10, 2016, Simon 
Doughty, Wallem Group CEO, told Walker that it had 
conducted an internal investigation on the matter, “the 
results of which are confidential,” and “consider the matter 
to be closed.”

 

However, Walker said “it is total self-serving nonsense for 
Wallem to state ‘the results … are confidential’ –

 

there is 
little point in complaining if the complainant is not allowed 
to know if their complaint is upheld or not.”

 

Phipps was suspended from his position following the 
complaint, and no interviews were conducted for any 
applicants from Fleetwood, according to Wallem. An 
apology was issued to Walker.

 
 

The shipping company also said in an email to HKFP 
that “it is an extremely unfortunate incident of very poor 
judgement by a single individual and does not in any way 
reflect the views held by the Wallem Group.” The company 
also said that “the individual in question is no longer in 
Wallem’s employment.”

 

West
 
Bengal ambitious about its seafaring plans

 

Source: Business-standard
 

27th  
August 2016

 
 
 Blessed with a 950-km coast and a wide network of 
inland waterways, West Bengal is trying to harness the 
region's seafaring potential and is framing a maritime 
policy for development  of this segment. Finance Minister 
Amit Mitra, says the state will introduce the best global 
practices, aimed at optimal utilisation of its coastline. The 
state would encourage the shipbuilding and commercial 
shipping industry as well as developing ports and industrial 
clusters around ports. The priority areas included in the 
draft policy are shipbuilding and repairing, and to 
encourage manufacturing of vessels, meant for inland 
waterways. It also seeks to create a multi-modal transport 
hub. "We need to capture value added cargo," Mitra said, 
adding Paradip port was congested and the magnitude of 
the container handling capacity at Dhamra in Odisha was 
small. This presents Bengal ample opportunities to develop 
ports and jetties for faster movement and distribution of 
cargo.  
 He said while the government-run major ports grew by 
seven per cent in the past financial year, the rate for non-
major ports (privately-controlled) grew 14 per cent.  The 
government is moving fast with its proposal to set up a 
three-km port at Tajpur in Purba Medinipur district. There 
would be nine

 
berths in the project Bhorer Alo (rays in the 

morning), and would draw an investment of Rs 16,000 
crore in two phases. In the first phase, Rs 10,000 crore 
would be invested and six berths created. In the second 
phase, another three berths would come up at

 
an 

investment of Rs 6,000 crore.
  

  



 

Australia's New Ballast Water Management 
Requirements

 
 

Source: The Standard Club
 

16THAugust  2016
 

 
 

Members are advised of recent developments 
concerning ballast water regulations in Australia. The 
Australian government has announced via the 
International Maritime Organisation (IMO) that from 16 
June 2016, new requirements for ships engaged in 
international voyages will be enacted under the auspices of 
the ‘Biosecurity Act 2015’. A section of the ‘Biosecurity Act 
2015’ concerns ballast water from ships on international 
voyages and has been so drafted as to ensure the 
implementation of the IMO’s ‘Ballast Water Management 
Convention’ (BWM Convention). Consequently, from 16 
June 2016 Australia will authorise the use of ballast water 
management systems which have been type approved via 
the IMO type approval process, as well as the currently 
accepted methods of ballast water management such as the 
ballast water exchange. These requirements match those in 
the BWM Convention. Ballast Water Exchange Regulations 
These new requirements also affect the manner in which 
ballast water exchanges may be conducted. From 16 June 
2016, ballast water exchanges must conform to the 
following profile:Take place outside 12nm from the nearest 
land. Transfers will not be permitted within 12 nm of the 
outer edge of the Great Barrier Reef or part of the Torres 
Strait. 

 
Shipping Giant Shows Why We’re in Deep Water 
on Deflation 

 
Source: Bloomberg 
16th

 August 2016 
 
 It’s a sign of stunted investor expectations when an 89 

per cent slide in quarterly profit triggers a 3 percent share 
price jump.

 
 

In fairness, AP Moeller Maersk, the Danish 
conglomerate that also reported a 16 percent decline in 
revenue on Friday, is doing better than many rivals in oil, 
shipping and logistics. At least it made a profit. Even so, a 2 
percent annualized return on invested capital during the 
most recent three-month period was just one-fifth of its 
target.

 
 

On the contrary, lower spending merely
 

adds to the 
pernicious deflationary spiral at the heart of a fragile global 
economy. Ultimately, that’s bad for a conglomerate like 
Maersk too because the drought imports price deflation 
into other parts of its empire, such as drilling and freight-
handling terminals.

 
 

Of course, the recent wave of alliances and M&A in 
container shipping may eventually spur capacity 

 

 

rationalization
 
and thereby support prices. But for now 

that excess —
 

caused by ordering far too many ships —
  

will continue to be a burden (even if prices have recovered 
a little). 

 
 

I see a sea shell on the sea shore. Or is it a plastic 
bottle?

 
 

Source: OECD
 

17th
 
August 2016

 
 
 

An Ellen MacArthur Foundation report predicts that by 
2050, there’ll be more plastic in the ocean than fish. One 
result is so-called ocean “garbage patches” like the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch, which scientists have estimated to 
be about twice the size of Texa. An astounding 90% of this 
floating garbage pile is plastic, which should alarm us; but 
it shouldn’t surprise us considering every piece of plastic 
created still exists. It is a material that the Earth cannot 
digest and thus the way we  use it and dispose of it must be 
carefully considered.Unfortunately, according to the 
Foundation’s report, only 14% of plastic packaging is 
collected for recycling globally, and that 95% of the value of 
plastic packaging material is lost to the economy, or around 
$80 to $120 billion a year.It is the responsibility of 
governments to create and enforce laws that provide 
awareness and give people economic incentives to change 
their. Today, we continue to see a number of cities jump on 
board to ban or tax the bag in Rwanda, Australia, South 
Africa, Kenya, China, Italy, the United States, France and 
several others. Recently, England added a £0.05 surcharge 
on plastic bags and immediately saw an 85% drop in 
usage.. One of the first politicians to bring attention to the 
issue was the Dutch Minister of Environment, Jacqueline 
Cramer in 2009 . Since then, Denmark has been pushing 
for a microbead ban in Europe; and in 2015 President 
Obama signed a bill prohibiting products containing 
microbeads in the United States.  
 

Yet, the disadvantages of plastic use are severe and 
although we have the ability to drastically reduce our 
plastic production, consumption and waste, we are not in 
the habit of doing so. Whatever happened to recycling? 
Reduction relies on human behaviour,

 
but humans are 

inherently lazy. It is much easier to dump everything into 
one bin than deal with sorting your glasses, cardboards, 
plastics, papers, compostable food and materials, and 
general rubbish.

 
 

However, it also important to note that it doesn’t always 
come down to individual choice. Often, infrastructure does 
not make recycling an easy option, which is why 
policymakers should strongly consider the benefits of 
creating comprehensive recycling infrastructure and 
incentives to engage in recycling. It’s hard enough to get 
people to recycle when ready-made clear recycling systems 
are in place, so when the infrastructure is confusing, 
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inefficient or seemingly unattainable, the likelihood of 
recycling is drastically decreased.

 
 

Could Offshore Wind Replace

 
Nuclear Power?

 
 

Source: Bloomberg

 

17th

 
August 2016

 
 
 

Britain could scrap the 18 billion-pound ($23 billion) 
nuclear power plant at Hinkley Point and get the same 
amount of electricity from offshore wind turbines for 
roughly the same investment.

 
 

That’s the assessment of Bloomberg New Energy 
Finance following Prime Minister Theresa May’s decision 
to review whether to proceed with the first new atomic 
plant in more than three decades. For the same capital 
costs, the U.K. could install about 830 new turbines at sea, 
which would generate 25 terawatt hours a year —

 
the same 

amount of power the Hinkley reactors would produce, 
according to the London-based researcher.

 
 

Environmentally-Friendly, Economical, Reliable 
and Simple: Parallel Hybrid Propulsion Offers 
Nothing but Advantages 

 

Source: Leroy-Somer 

18th August 2016 
 
 Electric propulsion generates no emissions and is 

extremely user-friendly: the vessels that use it are silent, 
experience much lower levels of vibration and are easier to 
handle. Last but not least in terms of its advantages: 
parallel hybrid represents an attractive economic 
proposition. Leroy-Somer and Control Techniques have 
been suppliers of marine applications for many years. In 
association with Mayday Electronics they have now 
produced a high-performance propulsion system which is 
at the leading edge of hybrid technology. The system was 
developed for CNB PRO, a trademark of Construction 
Naval Bordeaux (Bénéteau Group), and its client, NAVE 
VA. 

 Hybrid propulsion allows 135 passengers to be ferried 
on visits to the Scandola nature reserve in Corsica, with no 
CO2 emissions and the use of batteries eliminating the 
noise pollution generated by internal combustion engines.

 Trusting in CNB PRO’s know-how in the field of passenger 
transport vessels and the expertise of the naval architects, 
Bureau Mauric, the Corsican boat excursion company, 
NAVE VA, recently acquired a new model CNB PRO 20 
Hybrid. As specialists in organising visits to protected sites, 
NAVE VA do not consider this solution to be an option, but 
rather an environmental duty.

 

Doorae Shipping fined $275,000 for second 
violation of Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships

 

Source: Americas News

 21th

 

August 2016

 
 
 

United States District Court Judge Leslie E. Kobayashi 
on August 18 accepted the guilty plea of Doorae Shipping 

Co., LTD, a South Korean maritime operations company, 
and sentenced the company to pay a fine of $275,000, and 
a term of three years of probation for the failure to 
maintain an accurate oil record book, in violation of the Act 
to Prevent Pollution from Ships, the USCG said in a news 
release. According to the Information to which Doorae pled 
guilty, the operation of a marine vessel, such as the B. 
Pacific, a petroleum oil tank ship registered under the flag 
administration of the Marshall Islands, and operated by 
Doorae, generates large quantities of waste oil and oil-
contaminated waste water. International and U.S. law 
requires that these vessels use pollution prevention 
equipment to preclude the discharge of these materials. 
U.S. law requires that the movement and transfer of oil on 
board a ship be accurately documented in the ship’s Oil 
Record Book. Information produced to the court 
established that from between July 8, 2016, through July 
14, 2016, during a Port State Control examination 
conducted by the United States Coast Guard, employees of 
Doorae Shipping presented the B. Pacific’s Oil Record Book 
to representatives of the United States Coast Guard 
knowing that it failed to document or acknowledge that 
approximately 5,400 gallons of oil contaminated bilge 
water had been placed into and stored in an unapproved 
void space neither designated nor appropriate for 
"Environmental crimes are a serious threat to the health of 
our oceans," said Capt. Mike Long, Coast Guard Captain of 
the Port for Honolulu.  The case was investigated by U.S. 
Coast Guard Sector Honolulu and the U.S. Coast Guard 
Investigative Service. The case was prosecuted by Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Ken Sorenson.  
 
BP To Drill Fewer Wells In Revised Great 
Australian Bight Environment Plan  
 
Source: Rigzone  
23th

 August 2016  
 
 Australia's National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) 
indicated Friday that BP Developments Australia Pty Ltd. 
(BP) reduced the number of exploration wells it intends to 
drill in the Great Australian Bight off the coast of Southern 
Australia in its second environment plan submission for 
the project BP would now drill 2 of the 4 wells

 
that it 

originally proposed in the first Great Australian Bight 
Exploration Drilling Program environment plan. "BP has 
notified NOPSEMA that they will remove these two wells 
from the scope of the first environment plan prior to 
resubmission of that plan,"

 
NOPSEMA said in the press 

release. 
 

Global Implementation of Ballast Treatment 
Systems Drives Huge Growth Rate, Reports BCC 
Research

 
Source: Bcc Research.

 24th

 

August 2016

 
 
 

Wellesley, Mass., Aug 24, 2016 –

 

The introduction of 
invasive marine species into new environments through 



ballast water transfer is a major threat to the world’s 
oceans. BCC Researchreveals in its new report that the 
global shipping industry is scheduled to implement ballast 
water treatment systems in its entire vessel inventory 
between 2017 and 2021, which is spurring huge growth in 
the ballast water treatment market.

 
 

Ballast
 

water is used to stabilize ocean-going vessels 
when they are not fully loaded. Water is taken in when a 
ship unloads cargo and released when it is reloaded. Ballast 
water also may be used for trim and structural integrity 
purposes. Although it is essential to the safe and efficient 
operation of shipping, ballast water poses serious 
ecological, economic and health threats due to 

 
 

“These distinct market segments have some differences, 
but do share certain purchasing decision factors. Capital 
equipment expense is the most critical element for new 
ships, while total cost of ownership is the most important 
factor for retrofits.”

 
 

Green Ships & Compliance (ENV) 
 

Source: Marinelink. 

22nd August 2016 
 
 Environmental regulations for ships are getting more 

stringent, but automated sensor technology could help ship 
operators remain in compliance.  

 The recent agreement signed in Paris, at the UN Climate 
Change Conference, will require all industries to keep 
reducing their greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Although 
there was no specific mention of shipping, the aim of 
keeping global temperature rises below 2ºC this century 
will require the industry to play its part – as it is 
responsible for about 2% of global CO2 emissions. 

 Environmental rules for the industry are enshrined in the 
MARPOL (standing for ‘Marine Pollution’) regulations as 
well as several local regulations, such as VGP (Vessel 
general permit) 2013, which set strict emission limits. 
Emission targets in open water are less stringent, allowing 
high-sulphur fuel to be used there, for example. The rules 
will be introduced in 2016 for new passenger vessels and 
2018 for existing vessels.

  
At the same time, the U.S. Coast 

Guard recently issued a Safety Alert, regarding the use of 
ultra-low sulphur (ULS) fuel. It recommends that switching 
to ULS fuel –

 
which can result in loss of propulsion –

 
is 

accomplished “outside of busy traffic lanes” (generally 200 
nautical miles off the main U.S. coast).

 
  UK -

 
former HMS Illustrious to be scrapped.

 
 Source:The Register

 22 Aug 2016
 

 
 

Aircraft carrier HMS Illustrious
 

will be sold for scrap in 
spite of efforts to preserve her for the nation as a museum 
ship, according to reports.

 The warship –
 

affectionately known as “Lusty” –
 

is set to be 
sold to Turkey's LEYAL Ship Recycling for £2.1m, 
according to The Sun.

 
 

Launched in 1978, Lusty was still being fitted out when 
the Falklands War broke out in early 1982. Her sister ship 

HMS Invincible

 

was rapidly dispatched down south along 
with strike carrier HMS Hermes, and Lusty relieved 
Invincible

 
almost as soon as hostilities were over.

 

Originally built as a proper aircraft carrier, Lusty was 
modified into a dedicated helicopter carrier after the 
Harrier jump-jet was withdrawn from British service. It 
marked the first time the Royal Navy had abandoned fixed-
wing aircraft operation at sea since WWII.

 
 

Fast jet carrier operations will resume with the 
introduction of HMS Queen Elizabeth, the first of the Royal 
Navy's two new super-carriers, in 2018. HMS Ocean, a 
purpose-built helicopter carrier, is currently the UK's only 
flat-top warship. She is scheduled to be withdrawn in 2018 
as QE

 
enters regular service.

 
 

Illustrious
 
is currently laid up in Portsmouth, being 

stripped of her sensitive equipment –
 

and the anti-radar 
coating on her outside structure.

 

Voith Linear Jet: The Efficient, Reliable and Low-Noise 
Propulsion Solution for Fast Windfarm Support 
Vessels  

Source: Voith  

3oth August 2016  
 
 Heidenheim:  The 21 meter Trearddur Bay, a Crew 
Transport Vessel (CTV) owned by Welsh ship operator 
Turbine Transfers, has been transporting personnel, 
material and tools to offshore wind farms for slightly more 
than a year. She is the first CTV propelled by a Voith Linear 
Jet (VLJ) with the power being transmitted from two 900 
kW diesel engines. The innovative Voith propulsion system 
is perfectly suited to the CTV requirements –  namely high 
static thrust, high efficiency over the entire speed range, 
excellent maneuverability and low noise, vibration and 
emissions. Fast, safe, comfortable and efficient transport 
even in rough seas requires all these qualities to come 
together.  
 Voith Turbo, a Group Division of Voith GmbH, is the 
specialist for intelligent drive solutions and systems. 
Customers from highly diverse industries such as oil and 
gas, energy, mining and mechanical engineering, ship 
technology, rail and commercial vehicles rely on advanced 
technologies from Voith Turbo.

 
 

Voith sets standards in the markets for energy, oil & gas, 
paper, raw materials, transport & automotive. Founded in 
1867, Voith employs more than 20,000 people, generates 
€4.3 billion in sales, operates in over 60 countries around 
the world and is one of the largest family owned companies 
in Europe.

 
 
 
  



 

 

 

 

Miscellaneous 

Appointment of

 
Deputy Chairman (OOS Asia-

Pacific Pte Ltd)
 

Source:O.O.S.

 

18th

 
August 2016

 
 
 

OOS International BV is pleased to appoint Dr. Ng Pock 
Too as the Deputy Chairman of OOS Asia-Pacific Private 
Limited, a subsidiary of OOS International B.V., with effect 
from 28-July-2016. Dr. Ng will also serve as a supervisory 
board member to OOS International B.V.. Dr. Ng will play 
an active role in establishing OOS brand name in Asia 
Pacific, primarily in the area of business development, 
partnerships, securing new revenues and strategic funding 
to enable OOS’s business strategy. Leon Overdulve, 
Chairman OOS International and Asia-Pacific OOS is 
headquartered in Netherlands and have offices in Brazil, 
Singapore and MexicOOS provides offshore heavy lift and 
accommodation solutions, project and ship management, 
asset management, engineering and maintenance, and 
operations assistance. OOS is currently operating two 
heavy lift accommodation semi-submersibles in Brazil on 
long-term charters and are building two new state-of-the 
art heavy lift semisubmersibles capable of 4400mt tandem 
lift and subsea lifting capabilities. Dr. Ng has served a 
distinguished career in the public sector. He has served as 
Deputy Director of EDB from 1968 to 1982, Singapore 
Trade Development Board as CEO in 1983, Political 
Secretary to Singapore’s late founding Prime Minister Lee 
Kuan Yew from 1984 till 1990, Chairman of the 
Parliamentary Committee for Defence and Foreign Affairs 
from 1988 to 1991, Member of Parliament, Executive 
Secretary of the Singapore Port Workers' Union from 1986 
to 1990, Deputy SecretaryGeneral of the National Trades 
Union Congress (NTUC) from 1987 to 1990 and Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of NTUC Income Insurance from 
1990 to 2005. In addition, Dr Ng. has also assumed key 
appointments in MNCs namely Group CEO of the 
Sembawang Group from 1990 to 1994 and President of 
Asia Pacific (investment, finance, talent management and 
marketing strategy) of Hamilton Sundstrand corporation 
(United Technology Corporation) from 1994 to 2007. He 
has served on the Advisory Board of Huisman Equipment 
BV since 2011 and is also an independent director on the 
Board of Kikkoman Singapore.

 
 World’s Largest Lego Ship?

 
 Source: World Maritime News

 19th

 
August 2016

 

 
 

BERLIN:
  

A new Guinness world record for the largest 
LEGO ship has been set in Denmark, where employees of a 
shipping company successfully constructed the incredible 
2,860 kg boat using over one million interlocking plastic 
bricks.The blue and white LEGO boat measures 12.035 

 

 

metres in length.The new Guinness World Records title 
was confirmed at an event organised to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the shipping and transport services 
company DFDS A/S in Copenhagen.It took 900 person 
hours to build and thousands of DFDS employees from 
across the world got on board, assisted in the challenge by 
a few LEGO building professionals, Guinness said. The 
enormous ship was christened 'Jubilee Seaways'. At the 
traditional naming ceremony, a LEGO bottle of champagne 
was smashed against the side of the plastic boat.

 

The Jubilee Seaways will be taken around Europe in a 
container truck to give people the chance to admire 

therecord-breaking creation.
 

Logistics strengthens Asean’s global reach
 

Source: World Maritime News
 

19th  
August 2016

 
 
 In an archipelagic region that includes some 24,000 
islands spread across 5,200 kilometers east to west and 
3,400 km from north to south, Southeast Asia is defined by 
the sea.  
 The maritime sector is crucial to Asean countries’ 
connectivity, with shipping services, ports, shipbuilding 
and seafaring core activities in vast parts of the region. For 
centuries the region has been a crossroad of global 
seaborne trade, a fact reflected in the scale of Asean’s 
maritime industries.  
 Singapore is the fifth-largest register of shipping in the 
world, with some 3,339 vessels carrying that country’s flag 
with a total of almost 90 million tons. Singapore, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Vietnam and Thailand operate some 8,233 
seagoing merchant vessels.  
 The Philippines ranks as the largest single supplier of 
manpower to the global shipping industry with an 
estimated 1.5 million Filipino seafarers, comprising one of 
the country’s largest sources of remittance earnings at 
some $4.8 billion a year. The Philippines is now looking at 
the “blue economy” and we are working on making the 
Philippines a center for business-

 
process outsourcing for 

ships, too, with focus on ship management and crew 
management. Additionally, the Philippines is considering 
to become a register/Philippine flag country also.

 
 Pirates kidnap 8 fishermen in A/Ibom

 
 Source:Dailytrust

 24th

 
August 2016

 
 
 

Chief Williams Mkpah, the Transitional Chairman of 
Ibeno Local Government Area in Nigeria has said that 
pirates kidnapped eight fishermen in AkwaIbom State 
Mkpah confirmed the kidnap in an interview with 
newsmen in Ibeno area of AkwaIbom State yesterday. 



23

According to him, Ibeno is prone to piracy activities. “As I 
am speaking sea pirates are intensifying in the Ibeno 
community and they want to ensure that they stop 
fishermen from going to sea for fishing,’’ he said. Mkpah 
said the pirates were demanding for

 
millions of naira as 

ransom from the fishermen before releasing them. He 
explained that the fishermen were made to pay levies by 
the pirates before they go for fishing in the area. .He 
alleged that “they have informant in our communities, who 
will inform them of the take off of a particular fisherman 
and possible routes where they are going for fishing. “One 
of them was caught in Eket in the process of coming to 
collect ransom for somebody, one of the Ibeno boys made 
us to track him.” ``And he has made useful statement to 
the police but as I speak now I don’t know what the Police 
Command in Uyo is doing about it. “Since the suspect was 
caught, the issue of sea pirates increased seriously and they 
are now demanding for their man. “Since we don’t want to 
release their man, they have now resorted to kidnapping of 
every fishermen,’’ Mkpah said. Mkpah called on the 
security operatives to be more proactive in combating sea 
piracy in the state.“In a very short while we will declare 
hunger strike in this community because when we can no 
longer go to sea, we will all be starving.“If the security 
agents in this state cannot rise to the challenge of the 
people of Ibeno and salvage us from this menace, Ibeno 
people will die of hunger,’’ he said. 

 
What Do We Need to Do to Meet Tomorrow’s 
Marine Fuels Challenges? 

 
Source:Hellenic Shipping News  
25th August 2016 

 
 Marine emissions legislation such as the current IMO’s 

Marpol Annex VI regulation, which governs the amount of 
sulphur that can be used in fuel oils, have been major 
drivers for change in the shipping industry in recent years. 
Compounding the urgency of finding appropriate 
compliance solutions is the understanding that a study 
undertaken on behalf of the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) by CE Delft will report later this year 
that there are no major barriers to implementing a 0.50 
percent global sulfur cap in 2020, rather than 2025. A final 
confirmation of the date will be announced at the Marine 
Environmental Protection Committee Meeting (MEPC70) 
in October

 
of this year.Since Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) 

currently comprises the vast majority of shipping’s fuel 
supply, and more than 90% of world trade is already 
dependent upon shipping –

 
as well as potentially as much 

as 3% of global GDP –
 

the effects that these changes will 
bring are likely to be substantial.. Most significantly, 
credibility is often measured by the company that you keep. 
That is why in 2015

 
Genoil signed a $700 million joint 

venture with the Chinese government refining operator, 
HebejZhongjie Petrochemical Group (HYT), marking the 
formal commercialisation of the company and its 
technology within a large-scale refinery. And more recently 
in April 2016, Genoil announced, in conjunction with 
consortium partner Beijing Petrochemical Engineering Co 
Ltd (BPEC), the receipt of a $5 billion Letter of Intent 

(LOI) for the funding of a 500,000-barrels per day (bpd) 
desulfurization and upgrading project located in the Middle 
East. Beijing Petrochemical is a division of Yanchang 
Petroleum, sitting at position 380

 
on the Fortune 500 list. 

This is a project that will see, following the implementation 
of the GHU technology, a production capacity of 500,000 
barrels per day of low sulfur crude oil.

 
 

Due to its international nature, the shipping sector is 
fundamentally different from other transportation modes, 
which are subject to local laws. It requires a unique set of 
standards and solutions in order to function properly 
within the global environmental constraints, and still 
deliver an appropriate response to the increasing demand 
for marine transport. Whilst many owners and operators 
are adopting a wait and see approach, the inevitable 
investment rush that will accompany the announcement of 
the final date, most likely in 2020, gives a sizeable 
competitive and financial advantage to those that choose to 
be proactive. As Genoil’s technology shows, there are 
developed, proven and established options that are 
compliant with international legislation, and can 
strengthen the bottom line today, tomorrow and well 
beyond 2020.  
 
 

Khalifa Port Grows Wider and Deeper  
 
Source: Vesselfinder  
29 August 2016  
 
Abu Dhabi Ports,  the master developer, operator and 
manager of the Emirate’s ports and Khalifa Industrial 
Zone, has today announced a major expansion plan in 
Khalifa Port.  
 The expansion at Khalifa Port, one of the world’s fastest 
growing container, bulk cargo and roll-on  roll-off vehicle 
transport ports, will add 1000 metres of quay wall to the 
port and deepen its main channel and basin to 18 metres 
from the current 16 metres. The new quay wall will add an 
additional 600,000 sqm for cargo handling.  
 These measures will ensure the port can accommodate 
anticipated growth in the short to medium term and handle 
the world’s largest ships, increasing the competitiveness of 
the Emirate as a logistics and maritime hub while also 
serving key industries across the UAE.

 
 

Captain Mohamed Juma Al Shamisi, CEO of Abu Dhabi 
Ports, commented:

 
“This ambitious expansion is crucial to 

ensuring Abu Dhabi remains a global trade and investment 
hub as well as supporting our local industries. Building on 
recent growth at Khalifa Port, we are future proofing our 
operations to ensure we can continue to attract the world’s 
leading operators to use our world-class facilities that will 
see Capesize vessels, the largest in the cargo industry, come 
directly into an Abu Dhabi port for the very first time.

 
 

“Over the past few years we have invested in building an 
integrated, technology enabled platform and physical 
infrastructure for our customers to become an enabler for 
key business sectors in line with the Abu Dhabi Plan and 
Vision 2030. Today sees us take this to the next level as a 
maritime centre and as the gateway to the world’s fastest 
growing economies,” he added.

 


